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The City of Brecksville Ohio

Mayor Hruby to Deliver the  
State of the City Address

Brecksville Mayor Jerry N. Hruby will review the City’s 2018 highlights and 
accomplishments and bring you up to date on what is happening in 2019 when 
he delivers his annual State of the City address on Wednesday, February 20.  
The Brecksville Chamber of Commerce will again sponsor the event at the 
Brecksville Human Services Center. Doors open at 6:00 pm.
At 7:00 pm the program will begin with the presentation of the  
Chamber’s annual Citizen of the Year Award.
Following the presentation Mayor Hruby will deliver his address which will 
include a question and answer session.

February 26

Democracy Day

Brecksville 

Human Services 

Center 7pm

Mayor Hruby administers the oath of office to Council 
President Mike Harwood and Vice-President Gerald Broski 

at the January 2 Organizational Meeting.



Mayor’s Message
On behalf of the Administration we 

congratulate Councilmember Michael 
Harwood on his re-election as City Council 
President and congratulations to long time 
Councilmember, Gerald Broski, for being 
elected Vice President of Council. Both 
were administered the oath of office on 
January 2.  We look forward to working 

with City Council and its leadership and have pledged on behalf 
of the Administration our fullest cooperation as we enter a year 
which will certainly see the largest expansion of our community 
facilities in some time. These projects will provide better and 
more efficient services for our community. The new police station 
will be dedicated and work will begin on the new natatorium and 
outdoor aquatics facility at the Community Center. The design 
and planning of the field house will go forward in conjunction 
with the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School District’s 
elementary school on the Blossom Property. Other exciting things 
to look forward to will be planning for the redevelopment of 
Central School and Valor Acres (the former VA property.)

Financial Progress
In 2019 we begin the first of what will be three years that our 

income tax revenue will exceed 18 million dollars per year which 
will trigger at the end of year three the return to a 100% income 
tax credit. We are so very pleased that our prediction that the 
income tax credit reduction would not last the full ten years is 
becoming reality. 

Important Meetings Coming Up
On Monday January 21st at 7:00 pm the City will hold a 

public meeting in the Ralph W. Biggs City Council Chambers at 
City Hall to discuss the future of the Central School property that 
will come under the ownership of the City as part of the Blossom 
Hill Elementary School property exchange. We encourage the 
residents of Old Town and residents interested in the future of 
the property to attend. Your input is important to our future 
planning. The City Planning Commission will also review the 
use of this property and also hold public meetings in determining 
their recommendation to City Council for the future use of this 
property which most probably will include a rezoning of the land. 

On Tuesday January 22nd at 7:00 in the Ralph W. Biggs City 
Council Chambers at City Hall, the City will also hold a public 
meeting to discuss the new Blossom School and the concerns of 
residents in the area regarding the impact of the school on traffic in 
the Barr, Oakes, Glenwood and Avery areas. Representatives of the 
City School District, the Metroparks, and the City of Broadview 
Heights have also been invited to take part in this meeting and 
discussion. We encourage residents in that area also to attend what 
will be the first of a series of public meetings regarding the new 
Blossom School and City fieldhouse project.

My State of the City Address sponsored by the Brecksville 
Chamber of Commerce will be held at the Human Services Center 
Gathering Room on Wednesday, 
February 20th at 6:00 pm. The 
actual presentation will begin at 
approximately 7 pm following 
the meet and greet time and 
the Chamber’s Business of the 
Year Award presentation.  My 
Conversation with the Mayor 
program will be at the Human Services Center on Tuesday, 
February 19th at 2:00 pm. I will also present the State of the City 
address to civic organizations and neighborhood associations. 

Democracy Day will be held on February 26th at 7:00 pm in the 
Gathering Room of the Human Services Center pursuant to City 
Ordinance. The purpose of the meeting is to examine the impact 
of political contributions by corporations, unions, PACS and 
Super-PACS on the City. It calls for a constitutional amendment 
overturning Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission.  A 
representative of the Democracy Day Committee, the Council 
President and Mayor, and members of the public are welcome to 
voice their perspectives of this issue. This is the fourth Democracy 
Day. The Ordinance is to expire in February of 2023.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources will be conducting 
an open house to discuss what they believe to be an infestation 
of Gypsy moths in the Amber Lane and Bradford Village 
neighborhoods. They plan to have an aerial spraying this year. This 
open house will discuss their plans and answer questions from our 
residents. It will be on Tuesday, February 19th from 5 to 9 pm at 
the Community Center.

  My State of the 
City Address will be 
February 20 at 6 pm 
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As per the City Charter, under Section 7 Meet-
ings; Council may call an executive session of 
its members for any regular or special Council 
meeting or committee meetings, or adjourn 
any regular or special Council meeting or com-
mittee meeting into executive session in any of 
the following circumstances:

1. In any matter involving personnel including the appointment, 
employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or 
compensation of any employee or official, or the investigation 
of charges or complaints against a public employee or official;

2. To consider the purchase, sale, lease or other disposition of 
real property;

3. Conferences with an attorney or attorneys for the City con-
cerning issues of pending, imminent or potential litigation;

4. Preparing for, conducting, or reviewing negotiations or bar-
gaining sessions with public employees concerning their com-
pensation or other terms and conditions of their employment;

5. Matters required to be kept confidential by federal law or 
rules or state statutes;

6. Any situation where disclosure of the matters discussed might 
reveal information that could be used for the purpose of com-
mitting or avoiding prosecution for a violation of law.

City Council votes to move into executive session, and close exec-
utive sessions. 

Sincerely, 
Mike Harwood, City Council President 

Council President Report

Landscape Change at Miller and 21
The Valor Acres environmental cleanup should be 

completed by the end of February and the demolition of 
the buildings will then begin. This spring there will be 
public meetings to discuss the future of this property. We 
will seek public input during meetings that will present the 
developer’s preliminary design based upon the vision of the 
City.

Economic development will be a main focus of our 
administration during 2019 as there is much anticipation 
over plans to renovate and seek new tenants for the limited 
vacancy of down town, the development of further planning 
of the 82/77 properties in Brecksville as well as Valor Acres. 

Thank you to those residents who serve on our Boards 
and Commissions and dedicate their time by volunteering 
their experience and talents toward the work of each board 
and commission. 
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Sooner or Later
Although as of this writing we have had no measurable snow, 

obviously we will see snow in the weeks and months to come. 
Please be sure to drive safely and adhere to the snow ban parking 
requirements and at the same time please use common sense if 
parking on City streets so as to not obstruct traffic. Please conform 
to the side of the street that vehicles are parked on rather than “your 
side” of the street. This applies to not only when it snows but at any 
time throughout the year. 

Periodically during the year our office sends updates via e-mail to 
those residents who have provided their e-mail address to the City. 
If you would like to receive these e-mails please call the City Hall 
receptionist at 526-4351 with your e-mail address or go online at 
information@brecksville.oh.us .

On behalf of the Administration, the entire City Staff and City 
Council we wish you all a very Happy New Year. May it bring you 
good health, prosperity and happiness. 

Mayor Jerry N. Hruby
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Legislation
The Legislation Committee sent to City Council 
a resolution appointing Dominic Caruso to the 
Recreation Commission.  Mr. Caruso has been a 
resident for many years and was a star athlete in 
the Brecksville Broadview Hts. School District.  
Dominic was a state champion in wrestling and 
soccer in the same year. 

Council unanimously passed the resolution.
The Committee requested passage of a Resolution in support of the 
application for Clean Ohio funding for preservation of Brecksville 
Upland Reserve located at State Route 21 and Parkview Drive which is 
being submitted by the Western Reserve Land Conservatory.  The Army 
Corp of Engineers had determined that the amount of wetlands made 
the property unbuildable.  The property when acquired will be part of 
the Metroparks.  
Finally, the Committee recommended and Council approved two 
easements for the Subsurface Installation and Maintenance of Sanitary 
Sewers and Appurtenances on Weise Road.  The easements were 
negotiated by the City and its law director and avoided the costly and 
time-consuming efforts to obtain the easements through legal process to 
allow this work to proceed.
Dennis Rose, Chairperson

Finance 
The Finance Committee discussed and recommend-
ed the following items for approval by City Council 
during November and December 2018 Finance 
Committee meetings.  
• An Ordinance amending the Payroll Ordinance to 
reflect upcoming pay increases, new positions and 
removing positions no longer active. 

• An Ordinance amending Section No 145.13 of the Administrative Code 
and the Exempted Employees of the City of Brecksville to include new 
positions.

• An Ordinance amending Section No. 145.09 of the Administra-
tive Code regarding the removal of Full Time Dispatchers effective 
1/1/2019.

• A change in vendors from Premise to Zenith for the fiber optic connec-
tion project between City Hall and the new Police Station.

• A motion to approve an increase in the following Blanket Purchase 
Orders:
o BL185506 – Brecksville Booville Event - $614.60
o BL185508 – Community Center Special Events - $1,000.00
o BL185640 – Basketball Supplies - $2,200.00
o BL183103 – Food Purchases for Human Services Kitchen - $900.00

• Extension of Salary Continuation for a firefighter injured on the job 
from November 30 to December 3.  

Buildings & Grounds

Council Corner
The Police Station is moving into the finishing 
phase, including carpet and furniture, and our 
Police Department plans to move into the new 
building early in the new year. Our dispatchers will 
no longer be employees of the city, and will become 
employees of the Cuyahoga Valley Emergency 
Dispatch Center. They will begin training in 

January and the Dispatch Center will be operational in February.
The Aquatics Facility expansion project has experienced an unforeseen 
delay, due to a change in the Pool-Pak system which controls the 
temperature and humidity within the facility. We are awaiting final 
structural approval from the engineer, at which time, the project will 
go out for bid, within the month. The bidding process is not expected 
to be more than three to four weeks. Once a selection is made, a 
construction schedule will be made public. 
The Fire Station will be receiving a new station alerting system through 
the Chagrin Valley Dispatch, as recommended by the Dispatch 
Director. This system runs off either internet (IP) (which is subject to 
connectivity) or fiber connection (which provides a direct connection to 
the Dispatch Center, and  this additional fiber cable line from the new 
Police Station to the Fire Station will provide a redundant source for 
City Hall.
 At Valor Acres, the former VA site, several buildings have been 
cleared of environmental issues. Soon there will be a presentation to 
the CIC and Council for the first 20% of the property which will be 
developed, and will most likely be cleared first, at the south end of the 
property. There will be public hearings before it is brought to Planning 
Commission, in order for the public to have the opportunity to hear 
what is being proposed.
Please do not hesitate to inquire about these various projects or any 
other issue at kveras@brecksville.oh.us.
Kim Veras, Chairwoman

• Approval of a purchase requisition to Vermont Systems in the amount 
of $6,210 for the 2019 Annual Maintenance Agreement for RecTrac 
& WebTrac.  

• A motion to approve a purchase requisition in the amount of 
$9,136.80 to Black Box Network Services for the annual maintenance 
of the City’s phone system for 2019.

• Extension of Salary Continuation for a firefighter injured on the job 
from December 4th to December 20th. 

• The Community Center and Human Services Center fees and rates for 
2019.

• Approval of the 2019 Blanket Purchase Order Requests
• An Ordinance establishing compensation of the Mayor for the term 

commencing January 2, 2020.
• An Ordinance amending the contract with Matty, Henrikson & Greve 

LLC as Legal Counsel and continuing the appointment of David J. 
Matty as Law Director of the City of Brecksville and to update the 
payment and compensation to Matty, Henrikson & Greve LLC for 
such services.

• An Ordinance making appropriations for current expenses of the City 
of Brecksville during the Fiscal year ending December 31, 2018, mak-
ing necessary appropriation and revenue adjustments.

• An Ordinance to make appropriations for current expenditures and 
other expenditures of the City of Brecksville. 

• A Resolution making necessary transfers between certain funds for the 
fiscal year ending December 31, 2019.  

• A Resolution to amend the income tax allocation received by the Gen-
eral Municipal Improvement Fund.

The Monthly Professional Service expenditures were approved in the 
amount of $51,672.93 and $52,582.11 for November and December, 
respectively.  

Additionally on December 1st, the Finance Committee held a budget 
review meeting.  We discussed, at length, the 2019 budget prepared by 
the Finance Director and the Mayor with extensive input from all of the 
Department Heads.  In addition to the annual revenue and expenditure 
budget, the committee also reviews a long-term capital expenditure plan.  
This allows the Finance Committee and all of City Council to prioritize 
and plan for future capital needs of the community.  I would like to 
thank Mayor Hruby, Laura Starosta and all of the Department Heads for 
their through work completed for this important process.   
Laura Redinger, Chairwoman



Safety – Service
The end of 2018 brought to a close many projects 
and the preparation of ones for the new year.  We 
completed the 2019 City of Brecksville Budget with 
a lot of belt tightening, but we will have plenty on 
our plate.  We await the opening of our new Po-
lice Station as part of the Cuyahoga Valley Regional 
Dispatch Center.  This new building will provide 

our Police Department with capabilities that will serve us well into the 
future.
Police Chief Goodrich and the Mayor as Safety Director made recom-
mendations for housekeeping changes in the Police Department Rules 
and Regulations.  The last update was in 2000.  The Rules and Regula-
tions outline the department Mission Statement, Duties and Responsi-
bilities of Command Officers and conduct and ethics.
A November traffic accident at the Wallings Road and Brecksville Road 
intersection caused pole damage that required repairs; first for the tem-
porary repair to Signal Service in the amount of $10,607.02 and the 
replacement controller from Lampion Cos. for $20,410.00.  The driver’s 
insurance company will reimburse the City.  We also had Lucas Electric 
connect new wiring on a replaced CEI pole on Stadium Drive in the 
amount of $3,661.00.
In preparation for the new year, we approved contract renewals for gas-
oline and diesel fuel from Petroleum Traders and Guttman Energy; tem-
porary labor staffing from Safe Staffing of Ohio; and radio equipment 
maintenance from Vasu Communications for $12,692.00.  We also ac-
cepted $4,671.00 from Cuyahoga County for the City’s portion of the 
purchase of our Diesel Vehicle Exhaust Removal System for the Fire De-
partment.
As we make our way through winter, please be mindful of our Service 
Department vehicles and personnel as they work to keep our roads clear 
for driving.
Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

The Streets and Sidewalks Committee has reviewed 
the 2019 Road Program and will review the road 
conditions after the winter and make any necessary 
revisions to the schedule. 
The Committee recommended Council authorize 
a joint application with the Metroparks to submit 

for a grant from the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 
(NOACA).  If received the City would share the cost of a trail crossing 
near S.R. 21 and Valley Parkway. The trail crossing would be moved 
approximately 100-200 feet south of the intersection and provide a safe 
space in the median. Signs and crossing lights would be installed and 
vehicles will be required to stop for pedestrians in the crossing.  
The committee investigated the possibility of accepting Summit Road as 
a public street. After discussion with the Service Director, the members 
agreed that the City accepting Summit Road is not possible.
New signage was posted on Hidden Lake Trail alerting motorists that 
Edgerton Road is a through street. 
Service Department workers and snow removal equipment will be 
working around the clock as needed to keep the roadways safe. Please 
exercise caution around the plows and service vehicles when they are 
working in the elements.
 Gerald Broski, Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks Utilities
At our October 2nd meeting, the Utilities Com-
mittee recommended, and Council Passed 6 res-
olutions accepting and authorizing storm water 
drainage and sanitary sewer easements for and 
from the Preserve of Parkside Development. 
The Utilities Committee also recommended and 

Council passed a resolution authorizing a sanitary sewer and water main 
cost sharing agreement for the 4900 Edgerton Rd. Project.
At our November 6th meeting, the Utilities Committee recommended, 
and Council passed a resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into 
a Member Community Infrastructure Grant Program Agreement with 
the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District for the Chippewa Road/ 
Calvin Dr Sanitary Sewer Project. As I reported in the last Bulletin, the  
NEORSD Grant is for $1,500,000. The City Engineer estimates the 
project will cost $3.3 million (Very rough estimate) and affects 86 house-
holds along Chippewa Rd from Riverview to Calvin Dr and along Cal-
vin Dr. 73 of which still have septic tanks. Some of the septic tanks are 
leaking and this project needs to get done. The City applied for an addi-
tional DOPWIC grant and loan to further help pay for this project but 
that request was unsuccessful. Nonetheless, Council has decided to go 
forward with this project. At our November 20th meeting the Utilities 
Committee recommended and Council passed a resolution accepting 
the proposal of CTL Engineering, Inc. for geotechnical engineering ser-
vices for the Chippewa Road Sanitary Sewer Project. These geotechnical 
services include performing eleven test borings to a depth of 20 ft. to 
investigate soil conditions and ground water conditions in preparation 
for this project. In addition, the Utilities Committee recommended and 
Council passed a motion authorizing Donald G. Bohning and Associ-
ates to prepare Preliminary Engineering and Surveying Services for the 
Chippewa Road/Calvin Drive Sanitary Sewer Project in the amount of 
$47,500.00.
Also, at our November 6th meeting, the Utilities Committee recom-
mended, and City Council voted to pass two motions; (1), authorizing 
Donald G Bohning & Assoc. Inc. to proceed with engineering services 
for the Storm Sewer Repair Project at 10035/10075 Whitewood in the 
amount of $18,500.00. and (2), authorizing Donald G. Bohning & As-
soc. Inc. to proceed with the engineering for the Aerial Sewer & Storm 
Repair Project at 9905/9945 Whitewood in the amount of $12,500.00. 
The first motion is necessary because the head wall of the existing storm 
sewer has pulled away from the side of the ravine between Meadow Lane 
and Whitewood, and storm water is eroding the slope badly. The second 
motion is to repair the pilings that hold up the aerial sanitary sewer that 
runs over the same ravine. The Utilities Committee also recommended 
and Council voted to extend the 10229 Hickory Ridge Slope Repair 
Project completion date to May of 2019 in order to make sure the newly 
planted grass on the new slope takes root before releasing the Contractor.
Finally, on November 20th, the Utilities Committee recommended, and 
Council voted to pass a resolution declaring the intent to appropriate 
easements for the installation and maintenance of sanitary sewers and 
appurtenances on PP#601-27-010 and PP#601-27-027. The Utilities 
Committee and Council also discussed the flooding in Cambridge Vil-
lage and revisited three options first submitted to Council in 2014. The 
Utilities Committee and Council decided to stick with the current plan 
to replace the existing grates over the storm sewer inlets on Greenbrier 
with larger ones to help alleviate the flooding experienced during hard, 
prolonged rainfalls.
Jack Petsche, Chairperson
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All terms commenced on January 2, 2019

Council President - Mike Harwood (elected)

Council Vice-President - Gerry Broski (elected)

Board of Zoning Appeals – Bruce McCrodden 
as a Citizen Member for a five year term.

Planning Commission - Ronald Payto as a 
Citizen Member for a five year term.

Civil Service Commission – Arthur Ganim  
as a Citizen Member for a six year term.

Recreation Commission –Patrick Barth  
as a Citizen Member for a four year term.

Recreation Commission – Dominic Caruso 
 as a Citizen Member for a four year term.

Recreation Commission – Nicole Kern  
as a Citizen Member for a four year term.

Human Services Advisory Board –  
William Rittman for a five year term. 

Telecommunications Commission – 
 Joseph Fleming for a three year term.

Telecommunications Commission –  
Darryl Mancini as a Citizen Member for a 
three year term.

Design & Construction Review Board –  
Allan B. Pintner for a 3 year term.

Board of Tax Review – Dan Prendergast as a 
Citizen Member.

Board of Tax Review –Doug Hubert as a  
Citizen Member.

Board of Tax Review – Brant Giere as a  
Citizen Member.

Municipal Facility Registration and Use 
Review Board - Susan Putich-Kisling as the 
Human Services Advisory Board Representa-
tive for a two year term.

Municipal Facility Registration and Use  
Review Board – Brian Stucky as the Recre-
ation Commission Representative for a two 
year term.

Municipal Facility Registration and Use Re-
view Board - Kimberly A. Veras to the  
Municipal Facility Registration and Use Re-
view Board for a two year term.

Volunteer Firemen’s Dependents Board –  
Louis N. Carouse, Jr. as a Council Representa-
tive for a one year term. 

Volunteer Firemen’s Dependents Board – 
Kimberly A. Veras as a Council Representative 
for a one year term. 

City Appointments

Brecksville City Hall Closed
Brecksville City Hall, the Service Department and the Human Services Center will be closed in observance of Presidents 

Day on Monday, February 18. The Community Center will be open from 10 am to 5 pm. 

Rubbish and recycling pickups will be on Tuesday, February 19. Whenever there is a City holiday, rubbish pickup will be 
the next business day.

City Calendar
January

15 Last Day for Christmas Tree Pick-up 
15 City Council Meeting 8 pm
16 Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
21 MLK Day, All City Facilities are Open
24 Planning Commission  7 pm 
28 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm

February
 2 Father/Daughter Dance 7-9 pm 
 5 City Council Meeting 8 pm 

Kiwanis Empty Bowls 5 pm, CVCC
 7 Planning Commission  7 pm  
11  Board of Zoning Appeals 7:30 pm 
13 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
14  Happy Valentine's Day
18  President's Day City Offices and Human Services Closed 

Community Center 10 am - 5 pm
19  Conversation with the Mayor, 2 pm Human Services
 City Council Meeting 8 pm
20 Mayor Hruby's State of the City Address, Human Services 6 pm
21 Human Services Volunteer Tea Noon  

Planning Commission  7 pm
25 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm



Human Services
Mayor Hruby to Host 

"Conversation with the Mayor"
Brecksville Mayor Jerry Hruby extends an invitation to City resi-

dents to his “Conversation with the Mayor” at the Human Services 
Center on Tuesday, February 19 at 2 pm. The event will be hosted 
by the Department of Human Services.
A Conversation with the Mayor is an opportunity for residents, 

especially older and physically challenged residents, to hear directly 
from Mayor Hruby about current and future issues facing the City 
as well as current and future City projects. It’s also a chance to get 
on the spot answers to citizen questions.
Free cookies, coffee and tea!
The Department of Human Services will provide transportation 

for older and physically challenged residents. The Department asks 
that residents call one week in advance for transportation to and 
from the Human Services Center. Call 526-2499.

Free Pizza and Bingo at the  
Brecksville Human Services Center!

Thanks to the folks at Home Instead Senior Care in Brecksville 
and a variety of other local care specialists, there is free pizza and 
Bingo for Brecksville residents at the Brecksville Human Services 
Center on the third Wednesday of each month starting at noon. 
The next scheduled days are Wednesday, January 16, Wednesday, 
February 20 and Wednesday, March 20.
Come on down and have some fun! Prizes too!
It is necessary to make a reservation. Call the Human Services 

front desk at 526-2499 prior to each day. 

Generosity Evident In  
Four Local Communities

The 36th Annual Yuletide Hunger Program distributed food and 
gifts to 115 households totaling 370 people in need in Brecksville, 
Broadview Hts., Seven Hills and Independence. 
Distribution day was Saturday, December 8. 
The Yuletide Hunger Program was founded by Brecksville resident 

Dave Mansbery, a lifetime honorary member and past president 
of the Advisory Board to the Brecksville Department of Human 
Services. 
The program is indebted to individuals, organizations and com-

panies for their donations and to the countless people who give 
their time and energy to make this immense task happen, especially 
Yuletide Week Coordinators, Ken Orchard and Judy Lewis.
The committee would also like to thank the Brecksville-Broadview 

Heights City Schools. The schools are the primary collection points 
for the food, and the students, faculty and administrators donate a 
tremendous amount of time and money to the program. 

 Dance for folks with Parkinson’s  
There is a great dance class for people with Parkinson’s in Brecksville. 
The class is on the second Saturday of the month from 11:30 to 12:30 

on the second floor of the Brecksville Human Services Center. For 
more information please contact instructors Fred and Dianne Discen-

zo at 440-526-8531. The class is free for everyone.
The Human Services Center is at 2 Community Drive. Call 526-2499 

for directions.
The next dates are February 9 and March 9.

Christmastime Fun!
Gina and Steve singing to a packed house at the Christmas lunch. 

Fun was had by all! 



Human Services

Need A Reassurance Call?
One of the many services offered by the 

Human Services Center is “Reassurance 
Calls.”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a 

call from a staff member or volunteer from 

Human Services. If you don’t respond by 
the end of the day we will notify a friend or 
relative that you designate to check on you.
Call 526-2499 to sign up. This is suggested 

for older folks who live alone.
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Applying For Benefits
The Cleveland Foodbank has a benefit outreach program to make 

the application process quick and easy for more than 20 programs 
including SNAP (food stamps,) prescription benefits, child care 
vouchers, WIC, medical coverage and other assistance programs. 
The Foodbank has a team of benefit counselors who can assist peo-
ple through the application process right on the phone. People not 
currently receiving SNAP are encouraged to call the Foodbank today 
to determine eligibility, find helpful resources in the community and 
apply for assistance all in one call.

Eligibility is based on monthly income and expenses including 
medical, rent and utilities. This assistance is available for seniors, 
students, families, full and part time workers, the unemployed and 
all individuals, 18 years of age and up, who are struggling to make 
ends meet. If you have never used assistance programs before and 
have general questions, call the Cleveland Foodbank at 216-738-2067 
between 10 and 4.

Low Income Snow Plowing for Seniors 
The Human Services Center offers driveway snow plowing for low 

income seniors. The program is solely for low income seniors 70 and 
over who have no one to clear their driveway. All residents must apply 
regardless of whether you have qualified in the past.

The only proof of income document acceptable is an official letter 
from the Ohio Development Services Agency indicating household 
eligibility for the 2017-2018 or 2018-2019 Home Energy Assistance 
Program, commonly referred to as HEAP. Proof of age is also 
required. 

Applications are available at the Human Services Center. 
Senior snowplowing is just $10 for the entire season!

Resourceful Information at the  
Human Services Center

Every day folks call the Human Services Center for information 
about a variety of subjects. If you have a moment to browse, visit 
the lobby of the Human Services Center and explore our rotating 
pamphlet rack containing a wide range of helpful brochures.
There are answers about veterans’ benefits, home health care givers, 

assisted living and skilled nursing locations and so many more. 
And while you’re here, sign up for the next Thursday luncheon. The 

food is fabulous.
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"Georgia O'Keeffe:  
Living Modern"

Cleveland Museum of Art
Friday, February 15  
10:00am - 2:00pm 

Georgia O’Keeffe: Living Mod-
ern offers a unique look into the 

fascinating connections between the paintings, personal style, 
and public persona of one of America’s most iconic artists. 
Throughout her 70-year career, O’Keeffe defied convention 
and forged a fiercely independent identity that was integral 
to her art. Showcasing several of her paintings alongside her 
garments—many shown here for the first time—and pho-
tographic portraits of her as a subject, the exhibition reveals 
O’Keeffe’s determination to be strikingly modern not only in 
her art but in her life. 
The exhibition is organized in sections that run the gamut 
from her early years—when 
she crafted a signature style of 
clothing that dispensed with 
ornamentation—to her blos-
soming career in New York 
during the 1920s and 1930s—
when a black-and-white palette 
dominated much of her art 
and dress—and to her mature 
years in New Mexico, where 
her art and clothing changed in 
response to the surrounding colors of the American South-
west. The final section explores the significant role photogra-
phy played in establishing O’Keeffe’s celebrity, when younger 
generations of artists visited her, solidifying her status as a 
pioneer of modernism and as a contemporary style icon.

Cost: $13 for residents and $18 for non-residents. 



Restaurants and a Mall Trip 
(Brecksville Errands Still Every Tuesday)

January
16 Wednesday Square 22 Restaurant & Bar - Strongsville

23 Wednesday Olesia's Place - North Royalton

30 Wednesday Delmonico’s - Independence

February
1 Friday Southpark Mall - Strongsville

6 Wednesday Guiseppe's Italian Ristorante - Northfield

13 Wednesday Wild Eagle - Broadview Hts.

20 Wednesday Bonefish Grill - Independence

27 Wednesday Mission Barbeque - Parma

Cheers for our Drivers!
Diane Spencer, Pat O’Donnell and Ken Stefanov are three of our loyal 

drivers who take seniors to appointments. 

And a huge thanks to Ken Kaus, Carl Alexander and Tom Hoinski 
who drive for Meals on Wheels. Please volunteer by calling 526-2499.

January

15  Scrambled eggs, bacon, hash brown potatoes, English muffin, fruit. 

22  Pancakes, sausage links, applesauce, scrambled eggs.

29  Scrambled eggs with diced ham and cheddar cheese, salsa, smiley 
fries, cornmeal muffin, fruit. 

February

5  Egg Stacker, English muffin, fruit. 

12  Blueberry French toast casserole, sausage links, scrambled eggs 

19  No brunch served. 

26  Scrambled eggs, bacon, hash brown potatoes, lettuce & tomato, 
toast.

January

17  Beef brisket  in a mashed potato bowl, mixed vegetable, dinner roll, 
peach & cottage cheese salad, Jello poke cake. 

24 Lasagna, Italian green beans, ciabatta bread, garden salad, cannoli. 

31  Breaded chicken breast, lemon orzo, broccoli, bow knot roll, Cole 
slaw, chocolate candy bar cake. 

February

7  Salisbury steak with gravy and mashed potatoes, mixed vegetable, din-
ner roll, garden salad, cherry pie.  

14  Chicken Devan, scalloped potatoes, sliced tomatoes on lettuce,  
dinner roll, Jello salad, LOVEly dessert. 

21  No lunch served.

28  Rigatoni with meatballs, Italian green beans, ciabatta bread, garden 
salad, brownie with ice cream. 
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Seniors of the Year
It’s time for nominations for the Brecksville Senior  

Volunteer Man and Woman of the Year sponsored by the  
Department of Human Services and the Brecksville Kiwanis Club. 

Pick up a nomination form at the Human Services Center.  
Deadline for nominations is March 15.  

The annual Volunteer of the Year luncheon is  
Tuesday, May 21 at noon at the  

Human Services Center.



Human Services

Monday
9:00-10:00 Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30 Nora’s Water Exercise
8:30-9:00 

11:00-6:30 
7:30-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy 

Tuesday 
9:00-10:00 Sculpt and Splash
1:00-4:00 Sport and Spine PT
6:30-7:30 Aqua Yoga

8:30-9:00 
10:00-1:00
4:00-6:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy 

Wednesday
9:00-10:00 Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30 Nora’s Water Exercise
8:30-9:00 

11:00-12:00
12:30-6:30 
7:30-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy 

Thursday
9:00-10:00 Sculpt and Splash
12:00-4:00 Sport and Spine PT
6:45-7:45 Learn to Swim

8:30-9:00 
10:00-12:00 

4:00-6:45
Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy 

Friday
9:00-10:00 Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
8:30-9:00 

11:00-4:50 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy  

Saturday
9:00-12:00 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy  

Sunday (pool is closed)

Therapy Pool
Water exercise is like moving in molasses. It’s a resistant 

medium, which causes you to exert more energy. The Human 
Services Center’s warm water therapy pool is a great place to 
rehab from an injury or just give your body some needed exer-
cise. Simply walking in water can provide a challenging workout 
without impact to the body. Adult residents 18 and over are wel-
come. Membership in the Human Services Center or Commu-
nity Center is required to use the pool as well as a form signed 
by your M.D. or Osteopath only. The application form can be 
found online or at the Human Services Center.

Personal Needs
Blood Pressure Screenings  — FREE

Every Monday from 9 to 11:45
Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the Human 

Services Center

Meditation — FREE
Guided meditation is every first and third Tuesday of the month 

from 7:00 to 8:45pm in Room A at the Human Services Center. 
Come and relax your mind and body. Open to all ages. 

Recovery — FREE
Recovery, Inc. meets Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Having trouble 

dealing with your emotions? Recovery, Inc. is a self help program 
that will help you cope in a friendly, small-group atmosphere. 
Meetings are held in a private room. Free coffee!

Brecksville Pantry
The Human Services Center distributes food once each month to 

families of all ages who are in need. If you or someone you know 
needs assistance please contact the Human Services Center at 526-
2499.

Food Donations
The Brecksville Pantry is always in need of food donations or gift 

cards to Giant Eagle and Heinen’s to buy fresh meat and produce. 
We especially need canned tuna, canned pasta, canned vegetables 
and fruit, peanut butter and jelly, boxed cereal and paper products 
and bar soap. Please, no beans. We’re overstocked. Please bring 
your donations to the Human Services Center at 2 Community 
Drive.

Meals on Wheels
The Human Services Center is the headquarters for the local 

Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch and 
cold supper Monday through Friday mornings except holidays. 
Cost is $30 per week. Call 526-2499 for enrollment information.

Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 and over, 

Monday through Friday from 9 to 3. Our cars will take you to a 
medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga County. Our van 
will take you on errands on Tuesdays. Our bus will take you to a 
restaurant on Wednesdays and a shopping mall on the first Friday 
of each month. An application on file is necessary. Call the Human 
Services Center for more information at 526-2499. $1 per ride is 
encouraged.
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Cards and Games 
Free with Human Services paid membership

Canasta – Tuesdays from 1 to 3 and Wednesdays 
from 12:30 to 3 pm

Dominoes – Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm

“Learn How to Play Bridge”– 2nd & 4th   
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm. Beginners and advanced players 
welcome! Any questions, please call Herb: 526-5757 

Intermediate Bridge – Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3:30 

Duplicate Bridge – Mondays 12:45 - 4:00,  Fridays from  
12:45 until finished – Bring a partner or just bring yourself. 

Bridge After Dark – Every Thursday from 7 to 9:45

Texas Hold ’Em – Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Bring a canned 
food item to “buy” chips. You might win a free lunch.

Mah Jongg – Wednesdays from 9 to Noon

Pinochle – Wednesdays and Fridays from 1 to 3.

Fitness
Most fitness programs are free with a paid membership to the 

Human Services Center or the Community Center . Yoga and 
water exercise classes do require a class fee .

Tai Chi with Li Zhang
Mondays from 6:30 pm to 7:45 pm

Fridays from 10:45 to 11:45 am

FREE class with paid membership in either the Community Cen-
ter or Human Services Center - A specialized version of Tai Chi to 
help you deal with those aches and pains. It really works!

Tai Chi is the ancient Chinese exercise experience that is the just 
right exercise for people who are looking to stretch and tone with-
out getting sore! A great way to loosen up those tight muscles. 

Stretch & Balance Class with Charlie Skiba
Wednesday mornings from 10:45 – 11:15 am. Regain your sense 

of balance and help prevent balance-related falls and injuries. FREE 
with paid membership. 

armchair Yoga

Mondays with Mary Pat Murphy and Fridays with Dana Barnhart 
10:45 to 11:45 am 

A relaxing class concentrating on alignment of poses creating 
strength, flexibility and tone.

Seniors In Motion with Charlie Skiba
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:45  – 11:45 am
You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be able to do sitting down 

that will make you feel better!

Arts and Crafts
Watercolor with Judy Roszak

Mondays from 10:00 to Noon – It doesn’t matter if you’re a 
beginner or have been painting all your life. Classes are small 
enabling Judy to give one-on-one personal instruction regardless 
of your ability.  

A “punch pass” for 6 sessions is $30 for Brecksville residents,  
$40 for non residents.

Walk-ins are $7 for members, $9 for non members and  
$11 for non resident, non members.

Pick up a supply list before your first class.

The Handcrafters
Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn how 

to make greeting cards, place cards, knit, crochet, cross 
stitch, needlepoint or scrapbook. Make things for yourself or help 
us make items for hospice or the Yuletide Hunger program. Oh 
yes, a little bit of chit chat goes on too. You’ll make new friends. 
Free to registered members.

Tech
Computers

The Human Services Center has three computers and a printer 
and e-mail and Internet capability just waiting for you. Walk in 
anytime and sit right down. Free!

Brecksville Computer Users Group
Thursdays from 6:30 to 9 pm in the old school at Blossom. If 

your computer is sick with a virus or whatever, they can help. Call 
for more info at 526-8836. Or join up if you love tinkering with 
computers. Sorry, they don’t fix iPads.
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Did You Know…

February National Awareness

Age-Related Macular  
Degeneration

Heart Month

Recreational Therapy

Wear Red Day  (February 1)

Cardiac Rehabilitation

January National Awareness 
Blood Donor Month

Glaucoma

Health related Awareness for January & February
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Kiwanis Empty Bowls Evening
Every winter the Kiwanis Club of Brecksville and the Lions Club 

of Broadview Heights hold their highly successful “Empty Bowls” 
dinner to raise money for Brecksville Pantry and Lend a Hand. 
Brecksville Pantry, one of the two beneficiaries supplies food 
monthly to about 20 households in Brecksville.
This year’s event is Tuesday, February 5 from 5:00 to 7:30 pm at 

the Cuyahoga Valley Career Center at Brecksville and Wallings 
Roads.
The dinner is spartan in order to emphasize the ongoing need to 

feed less fortunate people right here in our area. Participants “dine” 
on a bowl of soup, bread and a salad. The food is donated by area 
restaurants. Kiwanis could not do this without them.
Guests will also be able to keep a handcrafted bowl made by local 

artisans to commemorate the evening.
Tickets are $15 per person and can be purchased from any Brecks-

ville Kiwanis member or at The Framer’s Gallery in Brecksville 
Town Center. Tickets will not be sold at the door since the event 
has been a sellout for five consecutive years.

Have You  
Picked Up Your 

2019 City  
Calendar?
The City calendar 

can be picked up at the 
front desk of the Human 

Services Center, the 
Community Center and City 

Hall . Limited Quantities!

Events

Saturday, February 2 from 7 to 9 pm at the Community Center This will be a very special evening that  
fathers, daughters, grandfathers and  granddaughters will remember         for a very long time! There will be  

      a DJ for music and dancing and  

dance. Pizza, pop, punch and cookies will be 
served.  This is the perfect way to show  

your loved one how much you care.  Ages 3-12.  Register in advance at the  Community Center.  Call for details  546-2300.

each couple will receive a digital photograph that 
will be taken and emailed to them the evening of the 

$20 per couple
*

$10 ea. additional person
* resident member

$25 for non-members

$30 for non-residents 

 Father Daughter Grandfather/Granddaughter  Dance

Brecksville Firefighter’s Association Presents…

An Evening  
at the Races 

(for entertainment purposes only)

Date TBA 
(check Facebook or www.brecksville.oh.us)

St. Savas Serbian Orthodox Church 
2151 W. Wallings Road
Doors Open at 6:30pm 
Post Time at 8:00pm

Buffet Dinner before the Races 
Beer and Soda Provided

10 Full Color Races 
10th Race is Auction Race

Donation $20/person Adults Only
For Information Call 440-526-2640

SAVE THE DATE
Brecksville Fire Department  

Ice Cream Social
Saturday, June 8, 2019
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 Father Daughter Grandfather/Granddaughter  Dance
2019 Adult Classes for January/February

Resin Casting and Pendant Making
Saturdays, January 19 and 26 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm Saturdays, 
February 2, 9, 16 and 23 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Instructor: Ashley Nagel. Tuition: $65.00. Level: Adult. 

Express Your Artistic Self with Beginner's Watercolor
Tuesdays, January 15, 22, 29 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Wednesdays, January 16, 23, 30 from 6:30- 8:30 pm
Instructor: Barbara Hubert. Tuition: $80.00. Level: Adult/Teen.
 Material Fee: $5.00

Impressionistic Acrylic Painting
Wednesdays, January 16, 23, 30 from 6:30- 8:30 pm
Wednesdays, February 6, 13, 20, 27 from 6:30- 8:30 pm
Wednesdays, March 6, 13, 20, 27 from 6:30- 8:30 pm     
Instructor: Stephanie Sibits. Tuition: $80.00. Level: Adult/Teen.

Quick Portrait Sketch
Saturdays,  January 26, February 2, 9 from 10:00 - 11:30 am
Instructor: Susan Averre.  Tuition: $55.00.  Level: Ages 12 and up.

Urban Sketching for Beginners
Saturdays,  January 26, February 2, 9 from 1:30 - 3:00 pm
Instructor: Susan Averre.  Tuition: $65.00.  Level: Ages 16 and up.

Advanced Urban Sketching
Saturday, February 16 from 1:30 - 3:00 pm
Instructor: Susan Averre.  Tuition: $35.00.  Level: Ages 16 and up.

Visual Journaling
Sundays. February 3, 10, 17 24 - March 3, 10 from 2:00-4:30 pm
Instructor: Janice Loreta. Tuition: $125.00. Material Fee: $30 paid to 
instructor. Level: Adult.

Create Your Own Storybook
Thursdays, February 7, 14, 21, 28 from 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Instructor: Kathryn Sauder. Tuition: $75.00. Level: Adult

Whimsical Chicken Gourd Birdhouse
Thursday, February 7 from 6:00 -9:00pm
Instructor: Anne Raspey. Tuition: $30.00. Material Fee: $10 to be paid to 
the instructor. Level: Ages 12 to Adult.

Paint Your Pet
Date: Saturday, February 9 from 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Instructor: Stephanie Sibits. Tuition: $40.00. Level: Ages 10 to Adult.
Please visit the website for more information on these classes.  
www.brecksvillearts.org

Membership
Become a member of BCA today and start saving! All members receive a 
10% discount on classes, camps and workshops unless otherwise noted in 
the class description.
Membership Levels
$50.00 Family, $30.00  Individual and $15.00 Senior (62+).

Cuyahoga County
Public Library
ADULT Programs

  Travelin Tuesdays: From Winnipeg to Hudson's Bay Tuesday, Jan. 
15, from 2:00-4:00 pm. - Join us as naturalist Tom Sampliner takes us 
on a journey to view flora, birds and whales in Manitoba's pristine land-
scape. No registration needed.

Drop In and Download - Thursday, Jan. 17, from 5:30-8:30 pm. 
Learn how to borrow free eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, movies 
and music from our Digital Collection. No registration needed.

Soul Food Cooking - Thursday, Jan. 17, from 7:00-8:30 pm. 
Catherine from the Western Reserve School of Cooking will demon-
strate traditional African American food recipes. Registration required.  

Wednesday Evening Book Discussion - Jan. 23, from 7:00- 8:30pm. 
The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah. Please register if you are new to 
the group.

Thursday Morning Readers - Thursday, Jan. 24, from10:00-11:30 am. 
Join us for a casual and lively discussion of The Great Alone by Kristin 
Hannah. The books will be available approximately one month before 
the discussion at the check out desk. Please register if you are new to the 
group.

TEEN Programs
Pendulum Painting - Monday, Jan. 14, 7:00-8:00 pm. 
For Grades 6 to12.  Create a unique work of art using the force of grav-
ity.  Registration required.

CHILDREN’S Programs
Regular Weekly Storytimes - Starting Jan. 2 through April 26.  Call 
the library at 526-1102 for days and times.  No registration needed.

Homework Mentor - Continuing through May 9, 2019, Monday 
through Thursday, 4 - 6 pm.  The Brecksville Branch offers free after-
school homework help by a trained mentor for students in grades K 
through 8.   Branch will follow local public school vacation days and 
emergency school closings. 

Hungry for Plants with Power! - Saturday, Jan. 19 at 10:30-11:30 
am For children ages 4 and up with caregiver.  MaryAlice Grassa of 
Heinen's will show you a fun way to include your kids in cooking. 
Register with parent's name and number of children.

Mini-Movers - Friday, Jan. 25 from 10-10:45 am For children ages 2 
to 5 with a caregiver.  Have a great time dancing and moving to your 
favorite storytime music with beanbags, rhythm sticks and more.  Free.  
Registration required.

The library offers great programs in February as well. For more info 
visit https://www.cuyahogalibrary.org/Branches/Brecksville.aspx.



Safety & Service

Scam Corner

Natural Gas Update 
In November something very strange happened. The price of natural 
gas spiked up dramatically. This was totally unforeseen by the experts. 
The reasons were the combination of lower than usual temperatures in 
November and a lower than average amount of gas in storage to be used 
during the winter. 
Consequently if you are with NOPEC or you are a Standard Service Offer 
(SSO) or Standard Choice Offer (SCO) customer the rate on your January 
bill will be about $4.76!!! Thankfully more moderate temperatures in 
December drove rates right back down again. The rate on your February 
bill will be about $3.71!! If your NOPEC rate is $4.99 it means you have 
the “Program Rate.” If you do, call NOPEC at 855-667-3201 and tell 
them to put you on the gas variable rate.
Remember, many of the for profit companies like IGS and Dominion 
Energy Solutions who advertise fixed rates have a nasty little habit of 
jacking up your rate big time at the conclusion of the contract. If you’re 
not paying attention you’ll be automatically renewed at a much higher 
rate. Many times people have called and asked why their rate was so high 
and nine times out of ten that was the reason. 
We continue to urge Brecksville residents to have NOPEC for your 
natural gas service and electricity service. If you don’t, or if you have  
any questions about natural gas or electricity call Human Services at  
526-2499. q

Do you have an elderly dog or cat?
If you do there are a few things you must consider in keeping them 

safe and comfortable. Arthritis and stiffness certainly can be evident. 
There are a number of pharmaceuticals that can help. Also some ho-
meopathic remedies shouldn't be overlooked. Talk to your veterinari-
an about your options.
I have taken my older dogs to a massage therapist and my experi-

ence indicates that my dogs feel much better after a laser treatment 
and massage. 
Remember that a dog in pain or perhaps hard of hearing or vision 

impaired is not going to be as tolerant as a young healthy dog, so 
watch young children and educate them on being gentle. The same 
goes for cats. Laser therapy works wonders on kitties in pain as well.

Critter Corner
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

Elderly dogs can also get a type of dementia. They can forget where 
they are and often wander even if they have never left your side 
before. They may view carpet as grass and stairs can be terrifying.
Beware of coyotes, leaving a dog alone outside is dangerous. Coy-

otes are opportunistic and know elderly and young dogs are easy 
prey. The same goes for cats, an elderly cat slows down with age and 
may not be able to get to a tree for safety. A safe healthy cat is an 
indoor cat.
Keep your elderly dog slim. It is much easier on joints. There has 

been an increase in diabetes in cats lately. Make sure you keep your 
cat at a healthy weight with plenty of exercise. Diabetes is a treatable 
disease in cats with a special diet and insulin shots if needed. 

Lastly give your mature companion a little extra attention. 
They really appreciate it.

When problems arise and help is needed, call Cliffette 
at 526-8900. q
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Our Safety Forces Need to 
Find You…Fast!

The Fire Department and the Police Department remind you to always have the 
door number of your address in plain sight at the curb in case of emergency.

Every second counts when they’re trying to find your home.

The most visible place of course is your mailbox. Make sure the number is large 
enough with reflective numbers facing the direction in which the fire engine, 
ambulance or police car will be approaching. Be sure to have numbers on both 
sides if they could be approaching from either direction. q

WHAT ABOUT PLASTIC? INCLUDE IN CURBSIDE RECYCLING?

 YES NO
Water, Beverage Bottles with Caps On 3 
Beverage Jugs (milk, juice, etc) with Caps On 3 
Laundry, Shampoo and Soap Bottles with Caps On 3 
Food Jars (mayonnaise, peanut butter, etc) with Caps On  3
Plastic Tubs and Lids (yogurt, cottage cheese, etc.)  3 
Fruit and Lettuce Containers (thermoform trays)  3 
Produce, Deli and Bakery Trays  3
Plastic Bags, Wraps, Film   3
Cups (Solo or coffee cups) Utensils, Plates and Serveware  3 
Fast Food Containers and Cups, Take-Out and Storage  
Containers  (Styrofoam and molded plastic)  3 
Clothes hangers  3 
Flower Pots  3 
Straws  3

Changes in Recycling with the City
The County Solid Waste Committee is now encouraging communities to 
discourage the use of blue bags in recycling . If you choose,  begin placing 
plastics, glass and cans in one LID-LESS container no larger than 35 
gallons . The best way to indicate this container as recycling is to tie a blue 
plastic bag to the handle .

Why do plastics have numbers inside recycling symbols if they’re not 
recyclable?

The numbers on plastic containers are resin codes used by the plastics 
industry to identify the type of chemicals used to make the container. The 
codes do not always mean that the item is recyclable. Instead of looking at 
the numbers, look at the shape. If it’s shaped like a bottle or jug with a neck 
that is narrower than the body, it can go in your recycling.

Below is a handy chart of what can and cannot be put in with your 
recycling.



Scam Corner
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Latest Scam Regarding Social Security
Recently a 76 year old resident of Highland Heights received a scam call regarding Social Security and was nearly scammed 
out of $20,000. 
The Acting Inspector General of Social Security is urging citizens to remain vigilant of telephone impersonation schemes 
that exploit the Social Security Administration’s (SSA) reputation and authority.
The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) continues to receive reports from across the country about fraudulent phone 
calls from people claiming to be from SSA.  Recent reports have indicated that unknown callers are using increasingly 
threatening language in these calls.  The callers state that due to improper or illegal activity with a citizen’s Social Security 
number (SSN) or account, a citizen will be arrested or face other legal action if they fail to call a provided phone number to 

address the issue.  This is a scam; citizens should not engage with these calls or provide any personal information.
SSA employees do contact citizens, generally those who have ongoing business with SSA, by telephone for 
customer-service purposes.  However, SSA employees will never threaten you for information; they will not state 
that you face potential arrest or other legal action if you fail to provide information.  In those cases, the call is 
fraudulent, and you should just hang up.
Unfortunately, scammers will try anything to mislead and harm innocent people, including scaring them into 
thinking that something is wrong with their Social Security account and they might be arrested.  
 The police encourage everyone to remain watchful of these schemes and to alert family members and friends 
of their prevalence.  They will continue to track these scams and warn citizens, so that they can stay several 
steps ahead of these thieves.
The OIG recently warned that some of these impersonation calls have “spoofed” SSA’s national customer 

service phone number, displaying 1-800-772-1213 as the incoming number on caller ID.
The Acting Inspector General urges citizens to be extremely cautious, and to avoid providing information 

such as your SSN or bank account numbers to unknown persons over the phone or internet unless you are 
certain of who is receiving it.  If you receive a suspicious call from someone alleging to be from SSA, you should 

report that information to the OIG at 1-800-269-0271 or online at https://oig.ssa.gov/report. q

Want to Learn More about the Brecksville Fire Department?  
Sign up for the Citizens Fire Academy

Class Objectives:

• Expose Residents on the Inner Workings of the Brecksville Fire 
Department

• Introduce Residents to the Level of EMS care and Services provided 
by BFD

• Earn Your CPR Certification and Perform Hands-on Fire 
Extinguisher Training

• Showcase the Capabilities of the Trucks, Equipment, and Firefighters 
of BFD and Try on their Gear

• Educate Residents on Fire Safety & Prevention in the home

• Learn Emergency Preparedness Tips for Your Home, Office, and the 
College Dorm

• Have FUN!

Class is held on Monday evenings for 6 weeks . Must Be a Resident of 
the City of Brecksville and Must be 18 years of age or older . No Cost to 
Attend!

 Dates Time Subject Instructor:

 Feb. 11 6:30-9 pm Introduction Chief Zamiska & Staff

 Feb.18 6:30-9 pm CPR Certification FF. DiGeronimo & FF Watral

 Feb. 25 6:30-9 pm EMS Operations FF. Bruce Gordon

 Mar. 4 6:30-9 pm Home Safety Lt. Lenarth & FF Packard

 Mar. 11 6:30-9 pm Fire/Rescue Ops Lt. Zimlich & FF Hamski

 Mar. 18 6:30-9 pm Graduation/Reception Mayor Hruby & Chief  
    Zamiska/Firefighters 

Classes are held at the Brecksville Fire Department . Call 526-2640 for 
more information .
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Recreation

Seniors In Motion (FREE) On your feet or sitting in your seat, join us for a free low 
impact, stimulating exercise class for seniors. We combine cardio, light weights and 
stretching in a fun whole body workout.

Senior Yoga (FREE) We will use the support of an armchair as we explore Vinyasa 
Yoga together.  Class members will be encouraged to honor individual abilities as we 
practice yoga.  An emphasis on breath, mindfulness, flexibility and balance.

Stretch & Balance Class (FREE) Regain your sense of balance and help prevent 
balance-related falls and injuries.  

Cario Barre  Not the one we’re used to..if you want a dancer’s body this class is for 
you. It’s about the physical as well  as the aesthetic benefits of lengthening muscles, 
while strengthening them.

Strengthen & Shred- Dynamic low-impact workout. Alternate using hand weights 
and bands with aerobic routines to maximize toning and calorie burn. It’s fun, effec-
tive, and challenging. 

Circuit - Challenge yourself to a late afternoon of cardio and weights.

Jazzercise When you love your workout, the results come easy. That’s why 
Jazzercise blends aerobics, yoga, pilates, and kickboxing movements into fun dance 
routines set to fresh music. All fitness levels welcome! Jazzercise is not included in a 
Community Center fee schedule.

Meditation - Experience for yourself the benefits of group meditation. Can lower 
blood pressure, positive effects on the physiology of the body in general, reduce 
anxiety, physical relaxation, mindfulness, gain more control over   thought process, 
improve memory and creative thinking, enhances ability to deal  with stress to better 
cope with daily challenges, to feel lighter and more balanced. 
Chairs provided. If you prefer the floor, please bring what you need to be comfort-
able. Human Services A/B

Power Yoga-  Combining body movement with strength and flowing movements for 
a completely empowering hour of challenges. 

Pure Strength Challenge your body with this combination of strength exercises. 

SPINNING® Spinning is a group cycling exercise that simulates an outdoor bike 
ride. You control the amount of resistance and speed with an instructor guiding you 
through a 1 hour session with 40 to 45 minutes of cycling.

Spin and Strength- What better way to get a cardio workout and weighted sculpting in 
one hour?  Participants are on the bikes as well as in the studio empowering strength and 
tone. 

All Levels Yoga A challenging yet relaxing class concentrating on alignment of poses 
1(asanas) creating strength, flexibility and tone. Based on the principles of Iyengar yoga.

Slow Flow Yoga Offers students the opportunity to slow down, take a breath and move 
mindfully into poses designed to open the body and calm the mind.  Poses are held long 
enough to build strength with focus on body alignment. No prior yoga necessary.

Yoga Stretch Gently stretching with props with a slow progression into each pose.  Pos-
es are held for a longer period of time focusing on the breath, muscles involved and body 
alignment, increasing  flexibility and range of motion. No prior yoga necessary.

Zumba - This class fuses hypnotic Latin rhythms and easy-to-follow moves to create a 
high energy, calorie blasting, total body dance based workout. Zumba® is a great mix of 
Latin flavor and international beats designed to tone your body from head to toe.

Core Class (FREE)- 30 minutes of sculpting with challenging exercises.

Body 360 - A fast paced challenging hour of Full Body High Intensity Interval Training, 
Isometric burn and resistance sculpting to tone all 360 degrees of your body. 
Classes change weekly to challenge you.  You will burn calories and fat while creating 
long, lean muscles. 

TNT (Tighten ‘n Tone)  is a mix of strength & cardio, focusing on building strength with 
the use of dumbbells. You can work at your own pace, and will also be encouraged to 
stretch outside of your comfort zone for maximum results. High intensity cardio bursts 
will help to push your cardio fitness endurance. TNT is a great way to start your week off 
right!

Boot Camp Circuit- Group Exercise class that mixes traditional calisthenic and body 
weight exercises with interval and strength circuits.

Vinyasa Flow Yoga - Each position complements those that precede and follow. Practice 
focuses on the synchronization of breath and continuous flow of movement. Not recom-
mended for beginners

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
5:55 am Spinning® - Belinda

Pure Strength - Rhonda

Spinning® - Rhonda Spinning & Strength - Rhonda Spinning® - Rhonda Spinning® - Belinda

Pure Strength - Rhonda

7:30 am Yoga - Denise

8:00 am FREE Core Class -Rhonda Yoga Stretch - Dana Yoga Stretch - Dana FREE Core Class -Rhonda Spinning® - Kristin

Pure Strength - Rhonda

8:30 am Spinning® - Angie Spinning®-Rhonda A. M. Fusion - Gina (ends 1/14)

Spin & Strength - Rhonda

Spinning®-Jane A. M. Fusion - Gina (ends 1/14) 

Spin & Strength - Angie

9:00 am Yoga - Denise

9:15 am

9:30 am Strengthen & Shred - Christy Yoga - Wendy/Linda

Body 360 - Christy

Slow Flow Yoga - Mary Pat

Strengthen & Shred - Christy

 Yoga - Wendy/Linda  

Cardio Barre - Christy

All Levels Yoga  - Dana

Body 360 - Christy

Spinning® - Angie

10:15 am Meditation - Denise Spinning® - Shelby

Vinyasa Flow Yoga - Dana

10:45 am FREE Senior Yoga- Mary Pat FREE Seniors In Motion - Charlie FREE Stretch & Balance 

Class - Charlie 

FREE Seniors In Motion - 

Charlie 

FREE Senior Yoga - Christina

FREE Tai Chi - Li Zhang

4:30 pm Spinning®-Rhonda Spinning® - Kristin

4:45 pm Circuit - Lori Circuit - Lori

6:00 pm Slow Flow Yoga - Mary Pat Vinyasa Flow Yoga  - Mary

6:30 pm FREE Tai Chi - Li Zhang

7:00 pm Spinning® - Ashley Spinning® - Ashley



Winter Cross Train Programs
All Family members are welcome.  Work out with your kids.

The Brecksville Recreation Department in collaboration with the Run For 
Your Life  program offers a Winter Cross-Training Program.   This program is 
designed for speed training, strength training, plyometric training and condition-
ing.  There will be three levels for this program: Advanced, Intermediate and 
Family.  Bring your own water bottle, running shoes, jump rope and workout 
mat. We will meet at the Blossom Gym.

Registration: In progress and closes when class is full
Cost: FREE
Must furnish own jump rope, workout mat and water bottle
Through – February 27  on Mondays and Wednesdays
4:30pm-5:30pm Mixed Groups
Through – March 2 on Saturdays
9:00am-10:00am Intermediate/Advanced Group
10:00am-11:00am Family Group
**Please contact the following for more information…
Brian Stucky: email - Brstucky@aol.com
Jim Kolesar: email - jkolesar@brecksville.oh.us or 440-546-2300

Health Happiness 

Run for Your Life!
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Gym Time
Dates Days Time
 Through May1 M/W/F 10:30 am-1:30 pm

Join the fun! Bring your kids in for fun and games and let them burn off some energy. 

Various toys and equipment will be available for use in the fieldhouse. Bring your 

lunch and eat with your friends, too! There is no Gym Time when school is can-
celed due to weather conditions or scheduled school holidays.

Pee Wee Basketball  
Ages 5-8
Dates Day Times Activity #
3/2 - 4/6 Saturday 9:00am-1:00pm 311461-88
Registration through 2/16/19

Cost $55 for BCC Members 
 $65 for Residents 
 $75 for Non-Residents
Description The PeeWee Basketball program is a six week program for both boys and 
girls ages 5 to 8 years old.  The program takes place on Saturdays between 9:00am 
and 1:00pm at the Brecksville Community Center.  (We will know the exact times once 
the number of teams are determined.) Each team will be paired with another team in 
their division for 1 hour.  The first part of the playing time focuses on skill development 
through practice and drills in a fun and organize environment.  The second part allows 
for the two teams to scrimmage.

For more information, please contact Jim Kolesar at 546-2300.

Girls Volleyball
Ages 6-8 grade
Dates Day Times Activity #
2/5 - 3/5 M,W 5:15 - 6:45 pm 311851-12
Registration: January 2. No Class on 2/19

Cost $55 for BCC Members 
 $65 for Residents 
 $75 for Non-Residents
Description Bump, Set, Spike! The Brecksville Recreation Department offers a 
volleyball clinic for girls in grades 3-8. Girls will develop skills, learn proper volleyball 
techniques and have a great time playing matches. The clinic is instructed by a 
former Junior Olympic Player/Coach and Collegiate Player.

Little Dribblers
Ages 3-5 year olds
 
 Dates Days Time Activity #
3/13-4/10 Wednesday 6 - 7 pm 313241-31
3/13-4/10 Wednesday  7 - 8 pm 313241-32
Registration through  2/23/19

Cost $40 for BCC members, $50 for residents and $60 for non-residents
Description Little Dribblers is a parent-child program for children ages 3-5 who are 
interested in having fun and learning the fundamentals of basketball, taught by CAPS 
Fastbreak Basketball Instructor Johnny Bollin or staff.  Little Dribblers allows children 
the opportunity to work one-on-one with a parent, teaches a variety of basketball 
skills, offers exercises that become increasingly more challenging as the class 
progresses and children show improvement, and is taught with fun, safe, develop-
mentally appropriate equipment.
Location:  Community Center Field House  
For more information, please contact Jim Kolesar at 546-2300.
Registration in progress and ends  2/23/19

Save 
the Da

te

Summer Camp and 

Baseball Registration begins 

March 1



Join us for our 4th Annual Aqua Easter Egg Hunt! There will be floating eggs  
and sinking eggs for the hunters to find. One “magic” egg per age group will earn the hunter a special prize. 
The Aqua Egg Hunt will take place in the Human Services Therapy Pool. It is a warm water shallow pool. 
All participants will receive prizes. We will also have a craft for children to do before or after the Hunt!
We will provide a bag for the hunter to collect their eggs. 
CHILDREN UNDER 6 Years old MUST HAVE A TRUSTED ADULT IN THE WATER. If your child is 6 or 
older and is not a strong swimmer, a trusted adult is required to be in the water. Our lifeguards must watch 
everyone that is in the pool so you are the only one able to watch your child 100% of the time. Life jackets 
are permitted to be worn by children WITH an adult in the water.  
Section Age Time Activity Number
Section A 6 mos.-18 mos. 5:30-6:00 pm 322661-00
Section B 18 mos.-36 mos. 6:00-6:30 pm 322661-01
Section C 3-4 yrs 6:30-7:00 pm 322661-02
Section D 5-6 yrs. 7:00-7:30 pm 322661-03
Section E 7-8 yrs. 7:30-8:00 pm 322661-04
***BCC pool
Section F 8-12 yrs. 8:30-9:00 pm 322661-05
Children that are not potty trained must wear a swim diaper. Swim diapers are available for purchase at the 
front desk of the Community Center.
 Cost:  $5 Brecksville Community Center Members,  $6 Brecksville Residents and  $7 Non-Residents
 *No third child discount for special events.

SAVE THE DATE! 
Aqua Easter Egg Hunt

Friday, April 12

Recreation

The late Tony Niccoli introduced 
us to this widely-acclaimed pro-
gram, which incorporates all the 
Best Practices recommended 
by the US Soccer Associa-
tion. The written curriculum 

provides age-appropriate 
activities based on the cognitive, 

psycho-motor, psycho-social and 
emotional stage of each age-group. 

Each session will be instructed by BSA 
staff and Brecksville – Broadview Hts. 

Soccer players.
U3 Academy (ages 3) is a parent-child program for children ages 3-4 who are 
interested in having fun and learning the fundamentals of soccer. The program 
allows children the opportunity to work one-on-one with a parent, teaches a va-
riety of soccer skills, offers exercises that become increasingly more challeng-
ing as the class progresses children show improvement, and the class is taught 
with fun, safe, developmentally appropriate equipment.

U5 Academy (ages 4 and 5) will engage in the ABCs of player movement—
Agility, Balance and Coordination. The ball will be used in most activities to 
facilitate body-movement and ball control. These players will play 1v1 and 2v2 
games. Constant activity will be the target, so balls will be in continuous play. 
U7Academy (ages 6 and 7) will engage in small-sided games with 4v4 being 
the best format, but 3v3 and 5v5 might also be employed for older players. 
Their training will be games-based with a variety of competitive games that will 
challenge players to learn the tactics of the game—how to get a team shape; 
how to avoid pressure by passing back; how to defend; how to switch the ball to 
the side with less pressure.
U8 League (ages 7 and 8) (ages 7 and 8) will serve as an introduction to 
traditional league play in a 4v4 setting.  One training session weekly and games 
to be played on Saturday mornings.  Teams will travel to Shaker Heights and 
surrounding communities, games will be played at Blossom Hill turf field and 
away sites.  Teams will be formed and volunteer coaches will manage teams.  
This division will help grow the “club” concept and stress individual player 
development and team concept.  Practices to begin early April.
Players are responsible for purchasing their own shin guards and cleats.

April 27-June 8

 Ages Times Activity #

 Ages U3 9:15am-10:00am N/A

 Ages U5 10:00am-11:00am N/A

 Ages U7 11:00am-12:00pm N/A

 Ages U8 9:00am - 12:00pm N/A

* no practices on May 25

Cost: U3 

Resident Members - $40

Residents - $50

Non-Residents - $60 
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Cost: U5 & U7

Resident Members - $65

Residents - $75

Non-Residents - $85

Cost: U8

Resident Members - $75

Residents - $85

Non-Residents - $95
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Taekw
ondo

Winter Session I 

Through March 2

Session II - Tuesday, February 27 

through Saturday, April 28



Expansion of Aquatics FacilitiesExpansion of Aquatics Facilities
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Here's What's Coming…

Existing New
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Age: 3 months - 5 years
Monday’s 10am -1pm & Thursday’s 11am-2pm 
Looking for a fun and exciting daytime activity to do with 

your child?  

Then drop in to our swim time! We provide water toys, 

games and approved life jackets in the pool. Swim time can 

help your child develop a comfort level in the water.

FREE for BCC members, $2 per family for residents and $4 per family for non-

residents  There is no swim time when the schools are not in session.

Learn to Swim Levels 1-6 
Location Brecksville Community Center
Level 1
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/5 - 4/30 Tuesday 5:45 - 6:35pm 322261-22
3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 11:00 - 11:50am 322261-61

Level 2
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/5 - 4/30 Tuesday 4:45-5:35pm 322262-21 

3/5 - 4/30 Tuesday 5:45 - 6:35pm 322262-22

3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 10:00 - 10:50 am 322262-61
3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 11:00 - 11:50am 322262-62

Level 3
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/5 - 4/30 Tuesday 4:45-5:35pm 322263-21

3/5 - 4/30 Tuesday 5:45 - 6:35pm 322263-22

3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 10:00 - 10:50 am 322263-61
3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 11:00 - 11:50am 322263-62

Level 4
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/5 - 4/30 Tuesday 4:45-5:35pm 322264-21 

3/5 - 4/30 Tuesday 5:45 - 6:35pm 322264-22 

3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 10:00 - 10:50 am 322264-61 
3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 11:00 - 11:50am 322264-62 

Level 5
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/5 - 5/1 Tuesday 4:45 - 5:35 pm 322265-21 

3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 10:00 - 10:50 am 322265-61 
3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 11:00 - 11:50am 322265-62 

Level 6.1
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/5 - 5/1 Tuesday 4:45 - 5:35 pm 322266-21 

3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 10:00 - 10:50 am 322266-61 
3/9 - 5/11 Saturday 11:00 - 11:50am 322266-62 
No classes from Saturday, April 13 - April 22
Registration begins 2/1 for residents and 2/8 for non-residents.
Fees: Community Center Member $45, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $55

Kids n Company I
Location Human Services Therapy Pool
This class is designed for children 6 months to 2 years of age.  A responsible adult 
participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany each child during all 
class sessions.
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/6- 5/1 Wednesday 12:00 - 1:00 pm 322161-31
3/7-5/2 Thursday 6:30 - 7:00pm 322161-41
3/9-5/11 Saturday 12:00 - 12:30 pm 322161-61
No classes from Saturday, April 13 - April 22
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50 

Kids n Company II 
Location Human Services Therapy Pool 
This class is designed for children 2 years to 4 years of age.  A responsible adult 
participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany each child during all 
class sessions.  Water exploration is encouraged, having fun is mandatory!
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/7-5/11 Thursday 7:00 - 7:30 pm 322162-41
3/9-5/11 Saturday 12:30 - 1:00 pm 322162-61
No classes from Saturday, April 13 - April 22
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50 

NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear swim diapers in the water 
at all times. No child suffering from diarrhea will be allowed to participate in the 
program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at the Community Center front 
desk if needed. 

Preschool I
This class is designed for children 31/2 - 5 years of age. Please refer to the website for 
more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation.
Location: BCC 
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/5 -4/30 Tuesday 5:45-6:20pm 322163-21
3/9 -5/11 Saturday 11:00 - 11:35 am  322163-61
No classes from Saturday, April 13 - April 22
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50 

Preschool II
This class is designed for children 31/2 - 5 years of age. Please refer to the website for 
more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation. 
Dates  Day Time Activity #
3/5 -4/30 Tuesday 4:45 - 5:20pm 322164-21
3/9 -5/11 Saturday 10:00 - 10:35 am  322164-61
No classes from Saturday, April 13 - April 22

Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50 
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Location BCC Indoor Pool 
3/4-4/29 Monday 6:00 - 7:15pm 322362-11
3/8-5/3 Wednesday 6:00 - 7:15pm 322362-31

This is a quarterly offered program for Fall, Winter and Spring that will 
focus on competitive swim techniques and endurance for youth. This program 
is considered an extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.
• Times and days of program offerings will vary from season to season.
• It is designed for those that have participated in at least the Level 5 Learn-

to-Swim or equivalent.
• This program is restricted to Brecksville residents only.
• This program is not offered to high school swimmers during the State of 

Ohio Swim Team season.
• Sessions will be scheduled for eight (8) meetings.
• Each offering is considered a separate session with separate fees. Partici-

pants should only register for sessions that they can attend.

• The program requires participants to perform continuous lap swimming. 
Participants should be able to swim a minimum of ten (10) continuous 
laps before registering. The instructors or other Aquatic Staff may 
recommend participants continue Learn-to-Swim before advancing to 
this program.

Skills that will be refined throughout the program will include:
• Freestyle (Front Crawl)
• Breaststroke
• Backstroke
• Butterfly
• Starts
• Turns
• Endurance
Fees: Community Center Member $20.00  and Resident  $30.00

No classes from Saturday, April 13 - April 22

Water Exercise Classes
Human Services Center Therapy Pool

Water Exercise for Arthritis
Days  Time Instructor
Mon & Wed 10:00-11:00am Darlene
Fri 10:00-11:00am Charlie

The Arthritis Class is a recreational exercise program developed by 
the Arthritis Foundation to help individuals with Arthritis and other related 
conditions. The activities and exercises are designed to encourage self care, 
social interaction, improve muscle strength and flexibility. Each participant 
works at his or her own fitness level. Modifications are given for each exercise 
to help individuals customize the program to fit their needs. This program is 
an excellent post therapy class or post surgery class as it focuses on muscle 
strengthening and flexibility.

Liquid Strength
Days  Time Instructor
Mon & Wed 9:00-10:00am Darlene
Fri 9:00-10:00am Charlie

The Liquid Strength program is to provide participants with water resistance 
training.  Participants will spend 60 minutes working in the water on range of 
motion activities and resistance training. This class is open to individuals of all 
ages and varying abilities especially those with mobility impairments.

Water Exercise with Nora
Days  Time Instructor
Mon & Wed 6:30-7:30pm Nora

The Water Exercise with Nora class begins with warm up exercises to get 
participants acclimated to the water then moves to a more vigorous segment 
of exercises to work the large muscle groups. Toning exercises and resistance 
stretches are varied from class to class to keep the exercises fresh and 
invigorating. The goal is to increase participants’ muscle tone, cardio benefits, 
and to help them achieve their personal health goals. Please call to confirm 
starting date.

Sculpt and Splash
Days  Time Instructor
Tues & Thurs 9:00-10:00am Charlie/Julie

Sculpt and Splash is a 50 minute class for people of all fitness levels. The participants will 
use a variety of equipment (noodles, weights, bands etc.) and focus on cardio endurance, 
muscle strengthening and resistance training, challenging their muscles in new and fun ways.

Water Yoga
Days  Time Instructor
Tues  6:30pm Linda

A low impact class to develop flexibility, breathing, balance, and core strength. Full body 
workout for all fitness levels, consisting of stretching, strengthening, balancing and core work. 
Pool noodles, water weights, and bands will be used for added resistance. A very effective 
class that is also easy on the joints. No mat or yoga experience necessary.

Brecksville Community Center Pool
TNT Water Exercise

Days  Time Instructor
Tues & Thurs 9:00-10:00am Audrey

TNT- Water Ex was developed to help individuals achieve their personal fitness goals. This 
class is geared for participants of all ages and fitness levels. Varied exercises and repetitions 
allow participants to customize the workout to fit their needs. There is a high concentration 
on cardiovascular endurance and strength training with little to no impact on the joints. 
Participants will use a variety of equipment including float belts, noodles, stretch cords, and 
barbells

Cardio Strength
Days  Time Instructor
Wed 9:00-10:00am Charlie

Cardio strength aquatics was developed to provide a whole body workout at any fitness 
level. Intervals of cardio combinations and strength toning exercises will provide you with 
a head to toe workout. This workout uses the resistance of the water along with barbells, 
noodles, jogging belts and resistance bands to obtain an effective cardiovascular and 
strength building workout without added stress on your joints.

Competitive Swim Program



Horticulture

What is a Red Maple?
 by Charles Owen
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Is it the green-
leaved tree species 
that is native to the 
whole eastern half of 
North America, es-
pecially abundant in 
moist habitats?  This 
common, smooth-
barked tree is (some-
times) red for a week 
or two in spring 
when it is in flower 
and (also sometimes) 
exhibits red fall color.  
Trees that develop 
from seeds of this 

species are variable in flower color and fall color but are uniformly green 
during the growing season.
Other trees also sometimes called red maples are non-native cultivated 

varieties available only through the nursery industry.  They are of several 
species but display red leaves throughout the summer.  These red maples 
are produced as clones of the parental stock and show little variability.
So how do we sort this out to make sure we get the desired tree for the 

landscape?  The answer, unfortunately, is by speaking Latin.  Not the sort 
that we plodded through in high school or the pig latin we played with 
in grade school but the universal language of the green industry – botan-
ical Latin.  It is probably best to treat it as a handful of foreign terminol-
ogy rather than as a foreign language.
To start with, all the trees referred to above are truly maples.  They are 

related by common ancestry and by many, but not all, physical features.  
So they are all lumped together with many other true maples into a 
group called a genus…Acer.  (No, I spelled it right, genius is what you 
will consider yourself when you get a handle on this!)  
Botanically, the native red maple described in the first paragraph is 

known universally and unambiguously as Acer rubrum.  Those of you 
familiar with the dead languages will recognize that rubrum translates as 
“red.”  Other often-used common names are recognized by habitat, the 
swamp maple, or by the relative hardness of the wood, one of the soft 
maples. 
The maples with red leaves during the summer fall into two distinct 

groups.  The large shade tree with maroon leaves that is frequently seen 
in the landscape is actually a Norway maple (Acer platanoides), most 
often the Crimson King maple.  But there are other Norway maples that 
are green during the growing season and usually have outstanding yellow 
fall color.  To be sure you get the right red maple ask for it by name:  
Acer platanoides ‘Crimson King.’

Also in many landscapes are cultivated varieties of small-statured orna-
mental maple trees that remain red all summer – these are mostly Japanese 
maples (Acer palmatum and its varieties).  To add to the common/latin 
name confusion here, there is another small ornamental maple, Acer 
japonicum, whose common name is the Full-moon maple and is mostly 
green.  The Japanese maple varieties vary in color (some are all green like 
some of the Norway maples) but also vary in their ability to tolerate cold 
temperatures.  The most common of the red-leaved, fully-hardy type 
in the local nursery industry is the Bloodgood maple (Acer palmatum 
‘Bloodgood’).  
But at least the ambiguity caused by common names in the above 

example is among closely related species – they are all maples.  A more 
confusing case involves the name “cedar.”  The Atlantic White Cedar is 
actually a false cypress (Chamaecyparis thyoides), the Eastern Red Cedar 
is a juniper (Juniperus virginiana), and still another White Cedar is an 
arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis).  Varieties of these native trees and shrubs 
are common in landscapes throughout the region.  The confusion in these 
groups is compounded by the fact that they all have similar types of foli-
age (scale-type leaves) and can be hard to tell apart.  The only fully hardy 
“true cedar” is easy to tell from the others because of its pine-like nee-
dles…but it is not common in the landscape.  It is the Cedar of Lebanon 
or Cedrus libani.
Common names are also regional.  I grew up calling the forest tree lo-

cally known as tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) the yellow poplar.  It is 
not a true tulip, Tulipa sp. (though the latter part of the latin name refers 
to the shape of its flowers) nor a true poplar (Populus sp., like the cotton-
wood or aspen) but the lumber is similar by being very light weight.  The 
tree I called tulip tree, also based on the shape of the flowers, was actually 
a saucer magnolia (Magnolia x soulangiana).  The tree in question (let’s 
compromise and call it the tulip poplar) was one of the first big American 
trees to be introduced to Europe on a large scale…thanks mostly to John 
Bartram.  There are many gigantic specimens in the British Isles referred 
to by various local names.  But around the world and no matter what the 
language, the tree is unambiguously known as Liriodendron tulipifera.  
A name is a name, not a biological entity.  Couldn’t we all come to agree-

ment, maybe tulip poplar, and dispense with the latin entirely?  Landscape 
architects have made some headway on that road but regional and espe-
cially international complications have come up. The issue is ambiguity 
and not the name itself.  
The name Acer rubrum has been acknowledged by scientists as the 

universally accepted name for the red maple since the middle of the eigh-
teenth century and it looks like it’s here to stay.  But it could be worse.  
Ever try reading a label on a prescription medicine…or the labels on 
many processed foods? q



o Featured Plant p
Weeping Mulberry (Morus alba ‘Chaparral’)
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Finances
Voted Tax Rate: This is the total rate approved 

by the voters in your taxing district for support 
of your school district, library, municipality, vo-
cational school, community college, Metroparks 
system or county‐wide services. This rate also 
includes 10 mills of non‐voted taxes guaranteed 
by the Ohio Constitution.
Effective Tax Rate: This is your tax rate after 

the tax reduction factor is applied. You are 
protected from non‐voted increases in taxes 

by Ohio legislation known as House Bill 920. 
Passed in 1976, HB 920 reduces your tax rate as 
property values in your district increase during 
triennial reappraisals and updates.
Tax as a percentage of Market: A simple per-

centage used to estimate total property taxes for 
a home.  Multiply the market value of the home 
by the percentage listed for your taxing district.
Assessed Valuation: Equals 35% of the Fair 

Market Value of the property. If a property 
has a market value of $100,000, the assessed 
value is $35,000.  
Mill: One mill is the equivalent of $1 of 

tax for each $1,000 of the assessed value of a 
resident's home. One mill generates $35.00 
of tax receipts ($35,000 x .001). However, the 
homeowner only pays 87.5% of $30.63, and 
the State pays the remaining $4.37. This is 
due to property tax rollbacks.
Property Tax Rollbacks: These are credits 

provided by the State as a direct reduction of 
tax liability rather than a reduction of proper-
ty value. There are two types of rollbacks; the 
first is a 10% general reduction, the second 
is a 2.5% reduction for owner occupied 
dwellings.
Homestead Exemption: An additional 

state credit is available to homeowners who 
are either at least 65 years old, permanently 
disabled, or a surviving spouse of a deceased 
taxpayer who previously received the exemp-
tion. This credit reduces the homeowner’s 
true property taxable value by $25,000. 

Explanation of Cuyahoga County Property Tax Rates

RATES OF TAXATION FOR COLLECTION YEARS 2015 THROUGH 2019

Voted Tax Rate Effective Tax 
Rate Tax as % of Market

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
110.64 110.64 110.64 117.03 116.93
73.60 73.60 72.25 78.73 73.39
2.28% 2.24% 2.24% 2.46% 2.30%

A simple percentage used to estimate total property taxes for a home is as follows:
Multiply the market value of the home by the percentage listed above.

Annual Property Tax Bill 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
$100,000 home $2,280 $2,240 $2,240 $2,460 $2,300
$200,000 home $4,560 $4,480 $4,480 $4,920 $4,600
$300,000 home $6,840 $6,720 $6,720 $7,380 $6,900

Bringing interest to the winter landscape 
can be challenging.  I have often advocated 
for the use of appropriate trees and shrubs for 
their year-round presence and as the bones of 
a garden.  Differences in the overall form of 
individual woody plants can make them stand 

out in even the barest and grayest of landscape 
situations.
One distinctive growth form of trees is the 

weeper.  Various cultivated varieties of sever-
al species are available in local nurseries and 
not all have the same form.  Some have weak, 
nodding leaders (such as some weeping types of 
beech and birch), others have mostly horizontal 
branching (like the Louisa crabapple) while oth-
ers are sometimes called “mop heads” – branches 
and twigs hang directly toward the ground like 
the strands of an inverted mop. 
Chaparral mulberry is a mop head.  There are 

other weepers of this type that are readily avail-
able and more common in the landscape – nota-
ble the weeping cherries – but none is easier to 
grow or more adaptable to the soils of this area.
Mulberry as a species is known more as a weed 

than an ornamental plant but Chaparral has its 
appeal.  It is a male plant so it causes none of 
those highly colorful messes that mulberries are 
so well known for.  What it lacks in flower and 
fruiting attractions, it makes up for with clean 
green foliage and plenty of it.  The plant is a 

strong, vigorous grower even though the twigs 
are growing in the “wrong” direction.  Because 
of this strong growth the mop head form is best 
seen if the crown is cleaned out seasonally.  The 
trunk of the tree is orange-tinted while the twigs 
are a soft 
brown.
The mop 

head is most 
visible in the 
landscape 
when grafted 
on a five foot 
standard.  
Mature size 
should be 
around 15 
feet tall and 
can be 15 
feet or a little 
more wide.
There is a Chaparral mulberry by the walkway 

to the side door at the Community Center.  It 
has grown well on this unirrigated site for 
over ten years. q



printed on recycled paper

Presort Standard
U.S. Postage

PAID
Cleveland, OH
Permit #4291

ECRWSS 
POSTAL CUSTOMER 
BRECKSVILLE, OHIO 

44141

9069 Brecksville Road, • Brecksville, OH 44141

Cuyahoga County Library 
Brecksville Branch  .  .  .  . 526-1102
Board of Education Office 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 740-4000
Brecksville Center for the Arts 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-6232
Brecksville Community Center 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2300
Brecksville Historical Association 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-7165
The Brecksville Theatre 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 736-7749

Brecksville Metroparks Nature 
Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1012
Brecksville Service Department 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1384
Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
Post Office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 838-5191
Human Services Center 526-2499
Independence License Bureau 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .(216) 642-1373
Regional Income Tax Agency 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-0900
Recycling Department  . 526-2643

City Hall

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

Mike Harwood,  

President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 546-0521

Gerald F . Broski,  

Vice-President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-2068 

Louis N . Carouse, Jr . .  .  .  .  . res . 526-4963 

Jack Petsche  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-8281

Laura Redinger  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 717-1531 

Dennis Rose .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-7595

Kim Veras  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 717-0868  

Tammy Tabor, Clerk .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-4351

City Council

City Hall .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-4351

Mayor/Safety Director 
Jerry N . Hruby .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-4351 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-7646

Law Department 
David J . Matty, Law Director  .  .  .  .  .
526-4351 
 
City Prosecutor/Assistant Law 
Director 
Sergio DiGeronimo .  .  .  .  .  .546-9200

Clerk of Courts 
Shelley Kazimore  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2620

Finance Department 
Laura Starosta, Director  526-4351

Police Department, 
William Goodrich, Chief 
non-emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-8900

Animal Warden 
Cliffette Thacker   .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-8900

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief 
non-emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2640

City Engineer 
Gerald Wise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-4351

Service Department 
Ron Weidig, Director  .  .  .  .526-4351

Building Department 
Scott Packard, Bldg . Commissioner 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2630 

Department of Recreation 
Tom Tupa, Director .  .  .  .  .  .546-2300

Department of Human Services 
Steve Paciorek, Director  .526-2499

Purchasing Department  
Rebecca Riser, Director   .526-4351

Cemetery Sexton 
Kristen Kouri  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2603

Brecksville Bulletin  
Jinny Farr  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .546-2319

Get Brecksville Information on the web www.brecksville.oh.us,  
on Spectrum Channel 1020 and now on Facebook  

(City of Brecksville Ohio)


