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Mayor’s Message
This is the holiday edition, and it is hard to
believe it will soon be winter and all that winter
brings to northern Ohio is on our doorstep.
We are preparing the City holiday decorations,
readying our Service Department snow removal
equipment, and completing last minute ongoing
projects for 2018. It is also budget time and the
Finance Director, Mayor, and Service Director are
responsible, per the Charter, for compiling the
anticipated revenues and expenditures for 2019. We will be submitting
the proposed 2019 budget to City Council in the weeks to come so that
Council will have adequate time to review our proposal, and eventually,
after any revisions, adopt the budget by legislative action prior to
January 1, 2019. If you refer to page 15, in this bulletin, “Finances – Do
You Know Where Your Property Taxes Go?” you will see exactly what
portion of your property taxes are distributed to our school district,
county, city and library.

Kudos to Our Finance Department, Again and Again…
I am pleased to announce that the Government Finance Officers
Association has notified the City that our 2018 “Reporting 2017”
CAFR, has been awarded the “Certificate of Achievement for Excellence
in Financial Reporting.” Congratulations to our Finance Director,
her staff, and the members of the administration, who collaborate in
creating this document. This is the 28th consecutive year the City has
received this distinction!

A Few Holiday Reminders to Mark on Your Calendar
Nov 25th is our Tree Lighting and Christmas Parade. The parade will
step off at 4:00 pm and there will be a brief fireworks display during
the Tree Lighting Ceremony. Please refer to this Bulletin for the many
upcoming holiday events on pages 12-13.
December 8th and 9th will be the Annual Children’s Christmas
Play at Old Town Hall. Show times are 11 am, 2 pm. There is free
admission at the door but please bring a non-perishable food item for
the Brecksville Pantry. I have written another original play titled, “The
Christmas Show that Almost Wasn’t.” I hope you and the kids will enjoy
the play. Your favorite characters including Santa of course will be in it.

A Really Good Way to Know What’s Happening
Periodically during the year our office sends updates via e-mail to
those residents who have provided their e-mail address to the City. If you
would like to receive these e-mails please call the City Hall receptionist
at 526-4351 with your e-mail address or go online at information@
brecksville.oh.us.
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Irving Berlin Didn’t Mention Snow Tires in White Christmas

We all dream of a white Christmas, however with the beauty of winter
snow comes hazardous conditions and unfortunately, inconvenience.
Please use caution when driving this winter. Make sure you have enough
time to reach your destination and make sure your vehicle is properly
winterized and ready for the cold, snow and ice. We ask that you
familiarize yourself with our snow removal policy on the City’s web page
under the Service Department. Please honor the snow parking bans, and
please do not push your driveway snow onto the City streets creating
what can be a very hazardous condition for obvious reasons.

Check Out These Updates
This has been a very eventful year. The construction of our new Police
Station and the Regional Dispatch Center, the planning and preparation
for the new addition to the Community Center Aquatics facility, both
indoor and out, soon to be bid, and the planning and ongoing discussions
for the collaborative efforts between our
City and the school district to construct
Familiarize yourself
a new elementary school facility and
attached field house at Blossom Hill are with our snow removal
the highlights. These projects will result policy on the City’s web
in enhanced community activities and
page
much needed facility improvements. The
cost reduction of combining facilities and
sharing personnel resources will result in cost savings as a result of cost
sharing for our Police, Fire and Radio Dispatch services for Blossom Hill.
The next few years will be exciting times as these projects are completed
and the community benefits from these facilities. These projects highlight
the advances in the City along with the completed reconstruction of
Route 82 West, our City Road Program and the many programs and
services provided to our residents. Also, the Cleveland Clinic will soon
be opening its express and outpatient care facility at 8805 Brecksville
Road, located in Millside Center. This will provide our residents with yet
another resource for health care needs. Clear Choice and The Cleveland
Eye Clinic at 7001 South Edgerton Road will be adding 2,500 square feet
to their facility, hiring another thirty new employees, and expanding their
services. Brecksville and surrounding cities are very fortunate that such a
world class vision health center is right in our back yard. And we welcome
Chase Bank to our City as construction has begun on its new building
at the intersection of Routes 21 and 82 in the center of town. Chase
customers will no longer find it necessary to leave town for Chase services.

It’s No Longer, “The VA,” It’s “Valor Acres”
The environmental mitigation “removal” of certain materials is well
under way at the former VA property, now known as Valor Acres. We
understand the removal of the structures will begin in late winter. We will
be announcing a public meeting after the first of the year to discuss with,
and inform our residents of preliminary plans for the property’s longanticipated redevelopment. Valor Acres, under the direction of the City’s
Community Investment Corporation, will provide outstanding Economic

Development opportunities to benefit the City without the risk of
the cleanup and removal of the existing nearly million square feet
of buildings. We waited a long time and were patient as a community
as we have finally reached the horizon of this major landscape change.
The final agreements between the VA, the City, and DiGeronimo
Development LLC will cause this project to come into being at
relatively no cost to the City.
The matter of the Four Seasons Assessment issue has been resolved
by City Council but it did create a difference of opinion among
residents. In the end democracy worked and the elected officials
who represent our community did what they believed to be in the

Council President Report

In summary for 2018, we have completed the
construction of the proposed projects for our Streets
and Sidewalks program, including the Route 82
project. Our Service Director and Administration
will be reviewing and preparing the recommendations for the 2019 Streets and Sidewalks projects,
with a final review in spring.

The Utility and infrastructure projects for the year
have been completed, with some spring seeding requirements that will
be monitored and completed. Like the Streets and Sidewalks program,
the City Engineer and Administration will be preparing the 2019 project
recommendations. One of note, is the Route 82 sanitary sewer/septic
conversion. The general project limits are from Riverview Road to Wiese
Road, including Calvin Drive. The Administration has applied for and
received a grant from The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District for

City Calendar

November
8 Planning Commission 7 pm
12 Veteran's Day Observance City Offices Closed
Community Center open 10 am - 5 pm
14 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
20 City Council Meeting 8 pm
21 Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
23 Last day of Leaf Collection
25 Tree Lighting and Christmas Parade 4 pm
December
3 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm
4 City Council Meeting 8 pm
6 Planning Commission 7 pm
8 Annual Children's Christmas Play

best interest of the community. It is without question that Brecksville is an
outstanding City, one which is well respected, and although this issue has
been quite controversial we join together and the matter is resolved.
On behalf of all of us at City Hall, City Officials and Employees, and
City Board and Commission Members, we wish you a very Merry Christmas
and Happy Holidays. And as we approach a new year it continues to be an
honor to serve as your Mayor.
Mayor Jerry N. Hruby

1.5 million dollars. We have applied for additional funding through the
Ohio Public Works Commission. Preliminary Design & Construction
Documents will commence this winter, with preliminary cost estimates
and resident review meetings to follow.
The Buildings & Ground Committee projects at the various buildings
throughout the year have been completed, with the Police Station and
Regional Dispatch Center on target for spring of 2019. The final Agency
Reviews for the Aquatics Facility have been completed, and the project
will be bid for construction start.
Please feel free to contact myself or the Chairman of the respective committees regarding a project, issue, and/or question that you may have.
Sincerely,
Mike Harwood, City Council President

11am and 2 pm shows, Old Town Hall
9 Annual Children's Christmas Play
11am and 2 pm shows, Old Town Hall
10 Board of Zoning Appeals 7:30 pm
12 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
18 City Council Meeting 8 pm
19 Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
24 Community Center Hours 8am-noon
Human Services 8:30am-noon
25 Merry Christmas! All City Offices Closed
31 Community Center Hours 8am-noon
Human Services 8:30am-noon
January 1 Happy New Year! All City Offices Closed
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Council Corner
Buildings & Grounds

With the end of the year approaching, the city is
coming to the close of this year’s construction projects and the city is considering prospective projects
for 2019.
The Police Station is nearing completion, and the
purchase of furniture and high density storage from
Ohio Desk has been approved after review by the Purchasing Director,
Police Chief and staff. The Police Department is expected to move to the
new building in January and the Cuyahoga Valley Emergency Dispatch
Center, a subsidiary of the Chagrin Valley Dispatch will be operational
in early February. Along with the original four communities, Brecksville,
Independence, Broadview Heights and Seven Hills, four other communities have joined: Brooklyn Heights, Cuyahoga Heights, Newburgh
Heights and Valley View.
The Aquatics Center project is nearing the end of the review process, and
will begin bidding in the near future.
At Blossom Hill, a new scoreboard has been approved for the Blossom
Hill Turf Field. A perimeter security fence and security camera system has
been approved for the Safety Town site.
At the Community Center, projects to re-grout the indoor pool, and to
replace the three front entrance doors, which are the original doors of the
building, have been approved.
For the Fire Department, council approved legislation to accept the bid
of Hastings Air Energy Control, Inc. for the purchase and installation of
a Vehicle Exhaust Extraction System at the Fire Station. This important
project will be almost entirely funded by the Assistance to Firefighters
Grant awarded to the city, due to the diligence of Fire Chief Zamiska.
This system will vastly improve the safety of our Firefighters by removing
carcinogens from the building.
Please do not hesitate to inquire about our various projects at kveras@
brecksville.oh.us.
Kim Veras, Chairwoman

Finance
The Finance Committee discussed and recommended approval of the following items to City Council
during the August, September, and October finance
committee meetings:
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into
a Memorandum of Understanding with the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School District for the exchange of approximately 25 acres of Parcel D of the Blossom Hill Park (PP#603-10-004)
for approximately 3.622 acres consisting of the Central school (PP#60134-004) and approximately 10.563 acres (PP#301-29-003) of Stadium
Drive pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 3313.40.
• A Resolution accepting the amounts and rates as determined by the
Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the County Fiscal Officer.
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• A Resolution requesting the County Fiscal Officer advance the sums allowed by law from the proceeds of tax levies in the account of the City
of Brecksville, pursuant to Section 321.34 of the Ohio Revised Code.
• Legislation authorizing the Mayor to apply for a grant in the amount
of $1,000 through ServeOhio for funds to support a community
service project to be organized for Make a Difference Day on Saturday
October 27, 2108.
• An Ordinance for the government cooperative purchasing agreement
purchases from Black Box Network Services in the aggregate amount
of $182,116.61 for a new phone system in City building. This new
system will help the City save approximately $50,000 per year.
• A purchase requisition to Baumann Enterprises in the amount of
$22,100 for the demolition of an unsafe structure located at 11703
Chippewa Road. The cost for this demolition is higher than standard
demolitions previously performed by the City due to the fact that an
asbestos survey cannot be completed on the house because it’s deemed
unsafe and structurally unsound. As a result, the contractors must
dispose of the debris at an asbestos landfill and they must be licensed
asbestos hazard abatement contractors which also increases the cost.
On a monthly basis, the Income Tax Administrator reports City Income
Tax Revenue collections received by the Regional Income Tax Agency.
Gross revenue collected through September, 2018 was $14,189,376
which compares favorably to the annual estimated tax collection of
$17,877,000.
Additionally, monthly professional service expenditures were approved in
the amount of $38,269.65 and $52,613.50 for September and October,
respectively.
Laura Redinger, Chairwoman

This has been a very exciting year for the city and its residents. Many
major projects have started this year which will enhance the City for
generations. And 2019 promises to be even more exciting. Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year to all.

these items from Best Truck Equipment, Iron Hawk and Block Busters is
$16,596.99. Earlier this year, the City contracted along with our Consortium for the purchase of salt which will ensure an adequate supply for
this upcoming winter. Be safe and enjoy the upcoming Holiday Season.

Dennis Rose, Chairperson

Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks
Although the harsh winter of 2017-2018 was the
cause of extensive road damage in the City, the 2018
Road Program has been completed. The Service
Director and the Service Department are already
working on the 2019 Road Program.
Vaughn Road was added to the paving schedule as
one of the areas of roadway requiring repairs before winter arrives. The
Service Department closed Vaughn Road to traffic on Monday, September 18th and after paving was completed, the road was reopened on
Wednesday, September 20th.
The City submitted a proposal and is awaiting comments from the Ohio
Department of Transportation regarding the addition of access ramps on
Miller Road to I- 77.
Gerald Broski, Chairperson

Safety – Service
Legislation

Since my last report, the legislation committee
recommended and Council passed a resolution
authorizing the Mayor to enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding with the
Brecksville – Broadview Heights City School
District for the exchange of approximately
25 acres of Parcel D of Blossom Hill Park for
approximately 3.622 acres consisting of the Central School and
Approximately 10.563 acres of the Stadium Drive property. This is a
major step in the development of the new elementary school and field
house at the Blossom Hill property. The collaboration between the City
and its leadership and the school board and its leadership will result in
significant cost savings for the both the City and the school system and a
facility that will be used by our children and residents for years to come.
Council passed the ordinances enacting regulations for small cell
facilities and wireless structures at the August 21 meeting. The
enactment of these new sections of the Business Regulation allows
the City to minimize the impact of small cell facilities on our
community by allowing the City to exercise increased aesthetic and
better location control over the small cell facilities, which can look like
small refrigerators mounted on poles. I thank the law director and the
building department for their work on this important project.
The committee has asked the building department and the planning
commission to review and propose changes to the City’s building code
relating to solar panels. We expect to get the recommendation before
year end.

Safety-Service is now in its transition from completing summer projects to preparing for winter. The
following is a recap of our activities and purchases
for Safety-Service for the previous months.
Police: We have purchased replacement laptop computers for the new Police Station workstations from
Dell Marketing off the State Bid Contract in the amount of $16,571.52.
We also replaced our Tasers and Taser Cams from Axon Enterprise, Inc.
for $11,284.10. From the State Bid Contract we purchased from Vance’s
Law Equipment and Kiesler’s Police Supply duty practice ammunition at
a cost of $16,903.00.
Fire: A new Vehicle Extraction Tool was purchased from the State Bid
Contract for $34,979.00. Similar to the “jaws of life” tool we are familiar with, this tool is smaller, more powerful and easier to use. We were
able to obtain a Firefighter Exposure to Environmental Elements Grant
to purchase Majestic Particulate Hoods, Honeywell Super Gloves, and a
Firefighter Turnout Gear Commercial Washer Unit. The City’s participation cost was only $2,479.11.
Service: We are replacing our old Tow-Behind Recycling Trailer from Best
Equipment for $48,914.00 including our 1998 trade-in. We are also replacing two of our John Deere Diesel Gators which are used to maintain
our properties from Shearer Equipment in the net amount of $17,384.62
after trade-in. We have authorized the application for a grant to obtain a
new Bailer and Conveyor for our Recycling Department. The estimated
cost of $80,000.00 would require a 25% city fund match. And, yes, it is
that time for the Service Department to restock our Carbide Plow Blades
and Curb Guard for the upcoming winter season. The combined cost of

Utilities
On August 21, the Utilities Committee recommended that Council pass an ordinance accepting the bid of Eclipse Co., LLC in the amount of
$211, 090.00 for the repair of the 10229 Hickory
Ridge slope slippage. The Committee also recommended to Council approval of a requisition to
Donald G. Bohning and Associates in the amount of $ 6,332.70 for
staking, construction management and approval of pay applications for
the Hickory Ridge Slope repair. Council passed both pieces of legislation
and work on the Hickory Ridge Slope repair is underway.
Also, on August 21, City Engineer Gerald Wise advised the Utilities
Committee that the County will be proceeding with the Bradford Pump
Station Project. The funding is coming from Cuyahoga County’s District
13 fund. The cost is $2.8 million. The Pump Station is not functioning
properly, and overflow of sewage occurs occasionally. The project will
replace the pump station with a gravity sewer.
The Utilities Committee recommended by a vote of 2-1 that Council
pass a resolution authorizing the settlement and mutual release with
Cuyahoga County regarding the Four Seasons Special Assessment. Law
Director Matty said the premise to the agreement includes the City contributing $681,742.00 to the shortfall. Per the agreement, the County
will contribute $ 95,000 to the City to help cover the shortfall.
On September 18, the Utilities Committee voted to request that Council pass a resolution authorizing the Mayor to seek financial assistance
from the Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) for the Chippewa
Road Sanitary Sewer Improvements. According to the City Engineer the
OPWC grant request will be for a $500,000 grant and a $250,000 loan.
Finally, thanks to the excellent work of the City Engineer Gerald Wise,
the City was successfull in obtaining the Northeast Ohio Reginal Sewer
District (NEORSD) Membership Community Infrastructure Program
(MCIP) Grant in the amount of $1,500,000 to help pay for the Chippewa Road Sanitary Sewer Project. According to Mr. Wise, this is a major
step in being able to proceed with this project and we are thankful that
NEORSD made this funding available. As soon as the City receives the
grant acceptance agreement from NEORSD it will be presented to City
Council to seek authorization to start the project design.
Jack Petsche, Chairperson
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Human Services
Applying For Benefits

The Cleveland Foodbank has a benefit outreach program to make the
application process quick and easy for more than 20 programs including
SNAP (food stamps,) prescription benefits, child care vouchers, WIC,
medical coverage and other assistance programs. The Foodbank has a
team of benefit counselors who can assist people through the application
process right on the phone. People not currently receiving SNAP are
encouraged to call the Foodbank today to determine eligibility, find helpful resources in the community and apply for assistance all in one call.
Eligibility is based on monthly income and expenses including medical,
rent and utilities. This assistance is available for seniors, students, families, full and part time workers, the unemployed and all individuals, 18
years of age and up, who are struggling to make ends meet. If you have
never used assistance programs before and have general questions, call the
Cleveland Foodbank at 216-738-2067 between 10 and 4.

Got Ear, Nose and Throat Problems?
Wednesday, November 14 at 11:00 am
The Brecksville Human Services Center is proud to announce a first,
a program on ear, nose and throat health…known as that big word,
Otolaryngology. (Say that fast three times!!)
On Wednesday, November 14 at 11:00 am we welcome Dr. David W.
Stepnick who is Department Chair of Otolaryngology at MetroHealth,
the Human Services Center’s
health partner. He is Board
Certified and is a professor
at the Case Western Reserve
University School of Medicine.
Dr. Stepnick will leave no
stone unturned as he will
cover hearing loss/hearing aids,
dizziness/vertigo, sinus problems/allergies, breathing problems through
the nose, mouth/throat cancer, tonsils, and snoring, sleep apnea and voice
problems. Now that’s a list!!
But wait, that’s not all! Dr. Stepnick will bring along audiologists from
his staff who will perform free hearing assessments.
A reservation is not necessary but please let us know if you’re coming
and if you would like a hearing assessment by calling the Center at
526-2499.

Low Income Snow Plowing
for Seniors

The Human Services Center offers driveway snow plowing for low
income seniors. The program is solely for low income seniors 70 and over
who have no one to clear their driveway. All residents must apply regardless
of whether you have qualified in the past.
The only proof of income document acceptable is an official letter from
the Ohio Development Services Agency indicating household eligibility for
the 2017-2018 or 2018-2019 Home Energy Assistance Program, commonly referred to as HEAP. Proof of age is also required.
Applications are available at the Human Services Center.
Senior snowplowing is just $10 for the entire season!

Low Income Heating Assistance

Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) applications are available
at the Brecksville Human Services Center. With this one form you may
apply for HEAP, the Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) and the
Home Weatherization Assistance Program.
Income limits for HEAP are $21,245 for a single person household and
$28,805 for a two-person household. The application provides income
guidelines for homes with more than two residents.
For more information call 1-800-282-0880 or go to energyhelp.ohio.
gov on the internet.
Seniors 70 and over should be aware that the HEAP qualification letter
from the Ohio Development Services Agency is the only means of qualification for City senior snowplowing in 2018-2019.

potato patty topped with cheese, Canadian bacon, fried
egg, and Hollandaise sauce; English muffin, lettuce & tomato.
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Adopt–A–Family

One of the many services offered by the
Human Services Center is “Reassurance
Calls.”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a
call from a staff member or volunteer from

Human Services. If you don’t respond by
the end of the day we will notify a friend or
relative that you designate to check on you.
Call 526-2499 to sign up. This is suggested for older folks who live alone.

November
7
14
21
28

Scrambled eggs with diced ham and cheese, salsa, smiley fries, corn
muffin, fruit.

18 Egg Muffin sandwich, fried potatoes, fruit.
25 Merry Christmas!

November
8 Chicken Bruschetta, baked potato, vegetable, mini-twist roll, salad,
15

Need A Reassurance Call?

6

December
4 Egg Stacker:

baked apple crisp.

The holiday season is all about giving and Adopt a Family is a chance
to give directly to a family in need. Your family, or perhaps a group of
people who work together, worship together or volunteer together, can
make Christmas brighter for children in Brecksville, Broadview Heights,
Independence and Seven Hills. All you have to do is provide at least $75
in gift cards for each child in the family. You decide what size family you
want. Adopt a Family by calling the Brecksville Human Services Center at
526-2499. That’s the number for donors in any of the four communities.
The gift cards will be due by December 3.

Restaurants, A Mall Trip
and Brecksville Errands
Every Tuesday

November
6 Scrambled eggs, bacon, hash brown potatoes, toast, lettuce & tomato.
13 Blueberry French Toast casserole, sausage links, scrambled eggs.
20 No breakfast served.
27 Pancakes, sausage links, scrambled eggs, applesauce.

Thanksgiving Dinner. Turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy,
green beans, dinner roll, cranberry sauce, salad, pumpkin cheesecake.

22 Happy Thanksgiving!
29 Cheese ravioli, meatballs, Italian green beans, ciabatta roll, salad,

Wednesday

One Red Door-Hudson

Wednesday

Stancato’s-Parma

Wednesday

NO RESTAURANT TRIP

Wednesday

Northfield Inn Restaurant & LoungeNorthfield

December
5
7
12
19
25
26

Wednesday

Blue Canyon - Twinsburg

Friday

Summit Mall

Wednesday

Lockkeeper’s-Valley View

Wednesday

Tarboosh Eatery-Parma

Tuesday

OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday

NO RESTAURANT TRIP

Cheers for our Drivers!

Tony Barts, Bob Schworm and Bob Petrushka are three of our loyal
drivers who take seniors to appointments.
And a huge thanks to Mi Kwon, Tom English and LouAnn Klimek
who drive for Meals on Wheels. Please volunteer by calling 526-2499.

cannoli.

December
6 Chicken paprikash, spaetzle,

broccoli, dinner roll, salad, chocolate

cake.

13

Lemon caper chicken, shells Alfredo, sugar snap peas, dinner roll,
salad, pumpkin cake with cream cheese frosting.

20

Christmas Party! Roast pork loin, cranberry-apple stuffing, mashed
potatoes, gravy, green beans, butter flake rolls, Holiday dessert.

27

No lunch served.

For Your Information?
CodeRed is a great way
to get severe weather
warnings directly to your
home phone and your
cellphone as well.
Sign up to get this service at www.brecksville.oh.us/
Departments/Fire.
Make sure when signing up to choose the alerts options.
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Human Services
Therapy Pool

Water exercise is like moving in molasses. It’s a resistant
medium, which causes you to exert more energy. The Human
Services Center’s warm water therapy pool is a great place to
rehab from an injury or just give your body some needed exercise. Simply walking in water can provide a challenging workout
without impact to the body. Adult residents 18 and over are welcome. Membership in the Human Services Center or Community Center is required to use the pool as well as a form signed
by your M.D. or Osteopath only. The application form can be
found online or at the Human Services Center.

Monday
9:00-10:00

Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30

Nora’s Water Exercise

8:30-9:00
11:00-6:30
7:30-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Tuesday
9:00-10:00

Sculpt and Splash

1:00-4:00

Sport and Spine PT

6:30-7:30

Aqua Yoga

8:30-9:00
10:00-1:00
4:00-6:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Wednesday
9:00-10:00

Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30

Nora’s Water Exercise

8:30-9:00
11:00-12:00 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy
12:30-6:30
7:30-8:00

Thursday
9:00-10:00

Sculpt and Splash

12:00-4:00

Sport and Spine PT

6:45-7:45

Learn to Swim

8:30-9:00
10:00-12:00 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy
4:00-6:45

Friday
9:00-10:00

Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
8:30-9:00
11:00-4:50

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Saturday
9:00-12:00
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Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Sunday (pool is closed)

Cards and Games

Free with Human Services paid membership
Canasta – Tuesdays from 1 to 3 and Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3 pm

Personal Needs
Blood Pressure Screenings — FREE

Every Monday from 9 to 11:45
Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the Human
Services Center

Meditation — FREE
Guided meditation is every first and third Tuesday of the month
from 7:00 to 8:45pm in Room A at the Human Services Center.
Come and relax your mind and body. Open to all ages.

Recovery — FREE
Recovery, Inc. meets Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Having trouble
dealing with your emotions? Recovery, Inc. is a self help program
that will help you cope in a friendly, small-group atmosphere.
Meetings are held in a private room. Free coffee!

Brecksville Pantry
The Human Services Center distributes food once each month to
families of all ages who are in need. If you or someone you know
needs assistance please contact the Human Services Center at 5262499.

Dominoes – Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
“Learn How to Play Bridge”– 2nd & 4th
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm. Beginners and advanced players welcome!
Any questions, please call Herb: 526-5757
Intermediate Bridge – Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3:30
Duplicate Bridge – Mondays 12:45 - 4:00, Fridays from 12:45
until finished – Bring a partner or just bring yourself.
Bridge After Dark – Every Thursday from 7 to 9:45
Texas Hold ’Em – Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Bring a canned
food item to “buy” chips. You might win a free lunch.
Mah Jongg – Wednesdays from 9 to Noon
Pinochle – Wednesdays and Fridays from 1 to 3.

Fitness
Most fitness programs are free with a paid membership to the
Human Services Center or the Community Center. Yoga and
water exercise classes do require a class fee.

Tai Chi with Li Zhang
Mondays from 6:30 pm to 7:45 pm

Food Donations
The Brecksville Pantry is always in need of food donations or gift
cards to Giant Eagle and Heinen’s to buy fresh meat and produce.
We especially need canned tuna, canned pasta, canned vegetables
and fruit, peanut butter and jelly, boxed cereal and paper products
and bar soap. Please, no beans. We’re overstocked. Please bring
your donations to the Human Services Center at 2 Community
Drive.

Meals on Wheels
The Human Services Center is the headquarters for the local
Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch and
cold supper Monday through Friday mornings except holidays.
Cost is $30 per week. Call 526-2499 for enrollment information.

Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 and over,
Monday through Friday from 9 to 3. Our cars will take you to a
medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga County. Our van
will take you on errands on Tuesdays. Our bus will take you to a
restaurant on Wednesdays and a shopping mall on the first Friday
of each month. An application on file is necessary. Call the Human
Services Center for more information at 526-2499. $1 per ride is
encouraged.

You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be able to do sitting down
that will make you feel better!

Arts and Crafts
Watercolor with Judy Roszak
Mondays from 10:00 to Noon – It doesn’t matter if you’re a
beginner or have been painting all your life. Classes are small
enabling Judy to give one-on-one personal instruction regardless
of your ability.
A “punch pass” for 6 sessions is $30 for Brecksville residents,
$40 for non residents.
Walk-ins are $7 for members, $9 for non members and
$11 for non resident, non members.
Pick up a supply list before your first class.

The Handcrafters
Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn how to make greeting cards,
place cards, knit, crochet, cross stitch, needlepoint or scrapbook.
Make things for yourself or help us make items for hospice or the
Yuletide Hunger program. Oh yes, a little bit of chit chat goes on
too. You’ll make new friends. Free to registered members.

Fridays from 10:45 to 11:45 am
FREE class with paid membership in either the Community Center or Human Services Center - A specialized version of Tai Chi to
help you deal with those aches and pains. It really works!
Tai Chi is the ancient Chinese exercise experience that is the just
right exercise for people who are looking to stretch and tone without getting sore! A great way to loosen up those tight muscles.

Stretch & Balance Class with Charlie Skiba
Wednesday mornings from 10:45 – 11:15 am. Regain your sense
of balance and help prevent balance-related falls and injuries. FREE
with paid membership.

Armchair Yoga
Mondays with Mary Pat Murphy and Fridays with Dana Barnhart
10:45 to 11:45 am
A relaxing class concentrating on alignment of poses creating
strength, flexibility and tone.

Seniors In Motion with Charlie Skiba
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:45 – 11:45 am

Tech
Computers
The Human Services Center has three computers and a printer
and e-mail and Internet capability just waiting for you. Walk in
anytime and sit right down. Free!

Brecksville Computer Users Group
Thursdays from 6:30 to 9 pm in the old school at Blossom. If
your computer is sick with a virus or whatever, they can help. Call
for more info at 526-8836. Or join up if you love tinkering with
computers. Sorry, they don’t fix iPads.

For Your Information?
Human Services Holiday Hours
Monday, Nov. 10, Veterans’ Day Observance  .  .  .  . Closed
Thursday, Nov. 22, Thanksgiving Day,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed
Monday, Dec. 24, 8:30 - Noon .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed
Tuesday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day, .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed
Monday, Dec. 31, 8:30 - Noon .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed
Tuesday, Jan. 1, New Year’s Day,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed
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Human Services
Needs Tax Preparers

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide, the
nation’s largest free volunteer-run tax assistance and preparation
service is seeking volunteers to assist taxpayers in southwest and
southcentral Cuyahoga County. During 2019 they are returning to established sites in Brecksville, Broadview Heights, North
Royalton, Parma (2), Strongsville, Brook Park, and Middleburg
Heights. Volunteers do not have to be retired or a member of
AARP.
They are looking for leaders, tax return preparers, and greeters.
All sites are electronic
filing sites. Volunteers are requested to
work at a site for at
least 5 hours per week
during the tax season,
which runs from the first week in February through the 15th of
April. Each volunteer must have an email address. Computer
experience is preferred; however, not required. Volunteers do
not need previous income tax experience. AARP provides a free,
two-week tax law and ethics course for leaders and tax return
preparers during January. They provide greeters with a free oneday course on ethics and administration.
Tax-Aide is a very rewarding IRS-supported program offered by
the AARP Foundation providing free assistance to taxpayers with
special attention given to senior citizens with low to moderate
incomes. It is a great way for volunteers to become involved in
their communities and learn about the preparation of the 1040
tax form. Recruitment of volunteers is on a non-discriminatory
basis without consideration of race, religion, gender, disability or
sexual orientation.
For more information please call Tax-Aide District Coordinator
Steve Donovan at 440-237-7348, call AARP’s toll-free number
at 888-687-2277, or visit Tax-Aide’s web site at http://www.aarp.
org/money/taxes/info-2006/volunteer_aarp_tax_aide.html

Resourceful Information at the
Human Services Center

Every day folks call the Human Services Center for information
about a variety of subjects. If you have a moment to browse, visit
the lobby of the Human Services Center and explore our rotating pamphlet rack containing a wide range of helpful brochures.
There are answers about veterans’ benefits, home health care
givers, assisted living and skilled nursing locations and so many
more.
And while you’re here, sign up for the next Thursday luncheon.
The food is fabulous.

10

Did You Know...

The McCreery family of
Brecksville can trace its
Brecksville ancestors
back to the 1800’s.
Susie McCreery taught
school in Brecksville
but in 1890 she got
married and had to
resign because married
women were not
allowed to teach school
back then.

The Yuletide Hunger Program
Is Underway

The cities of Brecksville, Broadview Heights, Independence and
Seven Hills are once again administering the Yuletide Hunger
Program.
Now in its 37th year the Yuletide Hunger Program has been
reaching out to those who are less fortunate. The program began
in 1983 following the death of Brecksville resident Rusty Mansbery. Rusty’s brother Dave wanted to thank his community for the
outpouring of help and concern for his family during Rusty’s illness
and he wanted to do so in a meaningful way. And so Dave created
the Yuletide Hunger Program.
The Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School District schools
are collecting food and monetary donations until November 30.
Or please bring non-perishable food items to the Human Services
Centers in any of the four participating cities.
Ready-to-eat items are at the top of the list with staples such as
tuna fish, ready-to-eat meals, canned vegetables and fruit, spaghetti
and sauce either canned or packaged and cereal. Beans are great but
PLEASE, ONLY pork and beans or baked beans. Paper products
like tissues and toilet tissue are needed as well, along with toiletries
such as toothpaste and bath soap.
Families in need may call their respective city’s Human Services
Department but do so immediately.
Volunteers are needed including some strong backs! Please call
526-2499 if you can help.
Last year more than 130 families were served.

Top 10 Holiday Requests Seniors Likely Want But Won’t Ask For
What do you get Grandma this year? A new blanket . . . again?
How about a pair of slippers? While those gifts could satisfy the
needs or desires of a senior loved one, why not choose a present that
is even more meaningful: a gift from the heart. While you may not
be able to add the following 10 gift ideas to a shopping list, you can
bet they’re on your loved one’s wish list.

4. Deck the halls. Bending, lifting and reaching to get those
holiday decorations in place isn’t always possible for an older
adult. Enlist the help of the grandkids and make decorating a
fun multi-generational activity.
5. Send holiday greetings. Offer to spend an afternoon helping
your loved one address and send holiday cards, either by mail
or as online photo greetings.
6. Plan a fun event. Get a group of your senior loved one’s
friends together to serenade other older adults in an assisted
living facility or nursing home.
7. Celebrate the reason for the season. Attend a religious
program with your senior loved one. Be flexible with service
times if necessary.
8. Focus on others. Get your senior loved one and the entire
family involved in gathering supplies for a homeless shelter or
serving a holiday meal.
9. Stay connected. Help an older adult connect with loved ones
far away, whether over the phone or through a video-calling
service like Skype.
10. Give the gift of time. Sometimes all an older adult wants is
companionship. Show that you care by making room in your
schedule to spend time together. ©2018 Home Instead, Inc.

1. Take your loved one shopping. Whether a trip to the mall or an
online shopping spree, make it a special day. Be sure to tune into
your loved one’s limitations and don’t overdo.
2. Lend a hand. Carry on the holiday cooking traditions, asking
your senior loved one to help where he or she can. Or, ask everyone to bring a favorite dish.
3.Wrap and send packages. Arthritis can make wrapping those
holiday presents a challenge. Schedule a gift-wrapping afternoon,
complete with hot chocolate, cookies and plenty of family stories.

Salvation Army Bell Ringers Needed

One of the many Christmas traditions is seeing
volunteers ringing the
Salvation Army Bell beside
the familiar red kettle. But
it takes a lot of people to
make that bell ring.
The money that you drop
in the Salvation Army
kettle stationed outside
the Broadview Heights Giant Eagle near Rt. 82 and I-77 helps
people in need in Broadview Heights, Brecksville, Independence
and Seven Hills. Many times it prevents electricity and natural
gas shut offs to homes whose residents just can’t afford to keep the
lights on and the furnace running.
Please call Brecksville Human Services at 526-2499 to volunteer.

Yuletide Hunger Program
Needs Volunteers

Got a strong back? The Yuletide Hunger Program needs volunteers to lift heavy boxes of food for recipients during the week of
December 3 and especially on distribution day which is Saturday
morning, December 8. If you can help please call 526-2499.
The Yuletide Hunger Program provides food for those in need in
Brecksville, Broadview Heights, Seven Hills and Independence.

Dance for Folks with Parkinson’s
The class is on the second Saturday of the month from 11:30 to 12:30
on the second floor of the Brecksville Human Services Center. For more
information please contact instructors Fred and Dianne Discenzo at
526-8531. The class is free for everyone.
The Human Services Center is at 2 Community Drive. Call 526-2499
for directions.
The next dates are November 10 and December 8.
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oliday
Events
H

Annual Parade
and
Tree Lighting

The holidays officially begin with the
annual Brecksville Christmas Parade and
Tree Lighting Ceremony on Sunday,
November 25. Following the parade
there will be a special fireworks display
on the square. The Brecksville-Broadview
Hts. Brass Ensemble will play traditional
Christmas Carols and Santa Claus himself
will lead us in song.
Step off is at 4:00 pm and community
groups are invited to participate. Use the
application on page 23 of the Bulletin.
The Methodist church will have refreshments and the Community Chorus will be
performing.

Annual Children’s
Christmas Play
December 8 and 9
The City’s Gift To Residents
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Family ties grow closer during the
holidays and what better way to get close
to your little ones than at Brecksville’s
Old Town Hall for the annual Children’s
Christmas Play on Saturday and Sunday,
December 8 and 9 at 11:00 am and
2:00 pm.
This time-honored tradition has been
offered continuously for almost 50 years
but historians believe the tradition of a
holiday play dates to the 1800s.
City employees and family members
comprise the cast and crew in this very
special gift to the community. Santa, Mrs.
Claus, the elves, Frosty the Snowman,
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer and
others will delight the children, and the
play is a unique experience for the kids to
see, meet and sit on Santa’s lap to whisper
their special Christmas wish.
One of Santa’s helpers will photograph
each child’s visit with Santa. The picture
is free along with a special tree ornament
that will be a memento of the play.
There is no admission charge but you

are urged to bring a canned good for
Brecksville Pantry. There is limited
seating so please call the Community
Center soon at 546-2300 to make your
reservation.

Yuletide Hunger
Program

Now in its 37th year the Yuletide Hunger
Program has been reaching out to those
who are less fortunate.
The program began in 1983 following
the death of Brecksville resident Rusty
Mansbery. Rusty’s brother Dave
wanted to thank his community for
the outpouring of help and concern for
his family during Rusty’s illness and he
wanted to do so in a meaningful way.
And so Dave created the Yuletide Hunger
Program.
Preparations are underway for the
Yuletide Hunger Program as the cities
of Brecksville, Broadview Heights,
Independence and Seven Hills and the
Brecksville-Broadview Heights City
School District are collecting food and
monetary donations. Monetary donations
can be dropped off at or mailed to The
Brecksville Human Services Center at
2 Community Drive. Checks payable
please to The Yuletide Hunger Program.
Please bring non-perishable food to the
Human Services Center in any of the four
participating cities or send it to school
with your young people. Volunteers are
needed including some strong backs!
Please call 526-2499 if you can help.
Last year more than 130 families were
served.

Breakfast With
Santa

Wednesday, December 19
Brecksville Community Center

Breakfast with Santa will be served buffet style at 8:45am and 10:45am; Santa
will arrive at approximately 9:15 and
11:15am to read a story to the children
which will be followed by an opportunity

for each child to visit with Santa for a
photo opportunity.
Cost: Adults $10, Children 1-16 $8
Under 1 Free. Register in person at
the Community Center beginning
December 1.

Salvation Army
Bell Ringing
November 23-December 22

The Salvation Army Red Kettle will be
outside the Broadview Heights Giant
Eagle store again this year. All the money
collected will be used in the South
Suburban Salvation Army unit that
serves Brecksville, Broadview Heights,
Independence and Seven Hills. If you
would like to help ring the bell call the
Brecksville Human Services Center
at 526-2499. The money collected is
primarily used to prevent electricity and
natural gas shutoff in the four local cities.

North Pole
Connection…
Santa’s Calling
December 11-December 12

Our telephone lines will be hooked
up to the North Pole on December 11
and 12 between 6:00 and 8:00 pm. Your
child will be able to talk to Santa directly.
There is no fee but parents must complete
an instruction sheet at the Community
Center. Call 546-2300 for more information.

Gingerbread
House
Decorating
Contest

‘Twas the night before Christmas, and
all through the gingerbread house, not a
creature was stirring, not even a mouse…
Celebrate the holiday season by entering the 7th Annual Family Gingerbread
House Decorating Competition. Houses
can be as simple as being made out of

graham crackers or as elaborate as a homemade gingerbread house from scratch.
Houses may be made with kits, however, the complete house cannot be store
bought. Your family’s entry can be turned
in during normal hours of operation at
the Community Center December 18
through the 20. 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes
will be chosen between 5:30 am and 4 pm
on Friday, December 21. Winners will be
announced at 1 pm. No fees for submissions. Entries may be picked up after 4
pm on December 21.

Adopt A Family

The holiday season is all about giving
and Adopt a Family is a chance to give
directly to a family in need. Your family,
or perhaps a group of people who work
together or worship together, can make
Christmas brighter for a family that
lives in Brecksville, Broadview Heights,
Independence or Seven Hills by way
of the Human Services Center in each
town. Adopt a Family by calling the
Human Services Center at 526-2499.

Kiwanis Santa
Delivery
Sunday, December 16

Every year the Brecksville Kiwanis
Club brings Santa Claus back to town
with their “Santa’s Delivery Service” for
residents of Brecksville. You can have
Santa stop at your home in his sleigh and
deliver a gift to your child, children or
grandchildren. It’s free. Santa’s delivery
date is Sunday, December 16. For more
information go to brecksvillekiwanis.org,
click “Service” on the menu bar and then
click on “Santa Delivery.”

Decorating for Holiday Entertaining
Tuesday, November 13

Admission tickets are $10.00 each.
The Chippewa Garden Club will
The doors open at 6:30 pm.
present its annual Holiday Fundraiser
Proceeds from this fundraiser provide
Show titled “Decorating for Holiday
the many community projects that
Entertaining” on Tuesday, November
Chippewa Garden Club sponsors
13, 2018 at the Brecksville Community
throughout the year: providing over
Center.
500 pine seedlings on Arbor Day to the
This holiday show will feature florist
third graders in all the BBH Schools,
Sandy Apidone owner of Countryside
along with Assumption Academy;
Florist in Richfield, Ohio since 1991.
maintaining the herb garden at the
Sandy and her team will present new
Squire Rich Historical Museum in
and inspired designs for the 2018
Brecksville; awarding scholarships to
Holiday Season. Her staff services
eligible horticulture students; providing
weddings, parties, corporate events,
SUNDAY,
DECEMBER
garden 2,
and2018
floral design related
special occasions, and designs
personal
10am—1pm
programs for children at the Brecksville
estates from contemporary to traditional
library; providing garden therapy
designs.
Balloon Twisting
programs for seniors at a long-term care
Please join us and invite your familyFace Painting
Kids Photo Booth
center; staging a Standard Flower Show
and friends to come and kick off the
Children as a gift to the community;
2018 Holiday Season with freshFun
newcrafts for biennially
Donuts & Cookies
and establishing and mentoring
Holiday decorating ideas.
$5win
Donation Per
Family and school gardens.
community
Free refreshments and chances to
quality Holiday Raffle items will be
NEO SPCA SHELTER AND CLINIC
available.
WILL BE BRINGING PUPPIES FOR ADOPTION

SANTA’S WORKSHOP

We will be accepting donations for the shelter during the months of Nov. and Dec.
(NEEDED CLEAN bedding, sheets, towels, dog/cat food, soap, toys,
cat litter, used collars, newspaper, etc.)
8997 Highland Drive, Brecksville, Ohio 44141- 440.526.6232

brecksvillearts.org

SANTA’S
WORKSHOP
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018
10am—1pm

Balloon Twisting
Face Painting
Kids Photo Booth
Fun crafts for Children
Donuts & Cookies
$5 Donation Per Family
NEO SPCA SHELTER AND CLINIC
WILL BE BRINGING PUPPIES FOR ADOPTION

We will be accepting donations for the shelter during the months of Nov. and Dec.
(NEEDED CLEAN bedding, sheets, towels, dog/cat food, soap, toys,
cat litter, used collars, newspaper, etc.)
8997 Highland Drive, Brecksville, Ohio 44141- 440.526.6232

brecksvillearts.org
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Safety & Service

Avoid Unwelcome Guests in Your House!

Christmas is coming. If you buy something expensive like a TV set DO
NOT put the box at the curb. That’s a sure fire invitation!
If your neighbor has had a death in the family keep an eye on their
house during the funeral and calling hours. Homes have been burglarized while the residents were attending calling hours or the funeral.
Burglars watch the paper for those times and enter the house knowing
the occupants will be gone during those publicized hours. If you see
someone near the house please DO NOT HESITATE to call the police.
DON’T WAIT!

Also, as we approach the holidays DO NOT leave gifts in plain view of
burglars who may case your house.
And, DO NOT leave your car unlocked in the driveway or items in the
car that may tempt a burglar…like your garage door opener! If you leave
the door to the inside of your house unlocked, your garage door opener
in your unlocked car is a quick ticket for unwelcome visitors. Not so
nice incidents have happened in Brecksville because of that careless
mistake! q

Natural Gas Update
Are you paying too much? The natural gas futures indicate that rates
will peak this winter at about $3.30 and then drop back.
With this in mind the recommendation is still that everyone should
have NOPEC-NextEra Energy’s variable rate for gas. The NOPEC
variable rate on September bills was $2.87, $2.94 on October bills and
will be $3.07 on your November bill. If your natural gas rate was higher
than that you’re paying too much.
The NOPEC “program rate” (sometimes falsely identified as a fixed
rate) is $3.39 at the moment. It's going up to $3.75. The variable rate is
still preferred because it rarely is higher than the “program rate.”
To get the variable rate call NOPEC at 1-855-667-3201, especially if
you have $3.39 or $3.75.
If you don’t see NOPEC-NextEra Energy Services half way down
the left side of your bill, OR the letters SSO or SCO, you are more
than likely paying too much. It is suggested that you cancel with that
company (for example it might be IGS, Direct Energy, Integrys, Ohio
Natural Gas, Constellation, Dominion Energy Solutions, etc.) The
cancellation will only take effect after your next meter reading. When
the cancellation goes through you will automatically be sent back to the
regular gas company, Dominion Energy Ohio. (Remember, Dominion

Critter Corner
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

Critter Courtesy
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Potentially one of the biggest dangers in any community can be a
dog running loose.
It is the responsibility of the dog owner to have identification on
their dog. It is easy for a door to open, a gate to be left open or an
excited dog to jump out of a car. Identification allows the owner to be
notified immediately if we have found a loose dog. Keep information
current, countless times calls have been made to a number that is "no
longer in service".
There are several problems that come with a loose dog. There is
always the risk of your dog being hit by a car or stolen. Concerned,
compassionate people can be put in danger if they stop on a busy
street at night. Also a frightened dog is more likely to bite.

Energy Solutions is NOT Dominion Energy Ohio. But Dominion
Energy Solutions wants you to believe that they are.)
After you are back with Dominion they will keep you for two billing
periods and then send you to a for profit company, BUT, that company
must charge you what Dominion would charge you. If you ever see the
letters MVR (monthly variable rate) that not good Keem-O-Sabe. You’ll
be paying too much!
If you intend to cancel a for-profit company it is VERY important
that you make sure that there is no early termination fee! They can be
anywhere from $25 to $150!! If they tell you that you have an early
termination fee ask when your contract is up and cancel then, unless
your rate is outrageous like more than $5.00 per mcf. Remember, in the
cancellation process and the process of changing from one supplier to
another you will NEVER be in danger of not having gas!
When you cancel a for profit company and go back to Dominion you
will eventually receive a letter from NOPEC asking if you want to go
with them. The answer is always yes, BUT, you must call and say that you
want Option 2, the variable rate spelled out in the letter and you want it
permanently.
By the way, if you have Titan or IGS for gas and/or electricity call Ted at
526-2499. q

Few owners realize that they are responsible for any
accidents or bites that occur. More often than not,
when driving in our City one sees owners walking their dog and carrying a pick-up bag. Thank
You, that certainly is canine courtesy!
Excessive barking can be a disruption to your neighbors. Call me if you need some remedies.
Residents who own cats should be courteous with their
cats, too. Does your cat stalk a neighbor’s bird feeder or use
your neighbor’s mulch for a litter box? Please be considerate of
your neighbors.
Lastly, realize that loving your pet means not over feeding
them. An overweight animal is apt to have health issues
earlier in life.
When problems arise and help is needed, call Cliffette at 526-8900.

Holiday Tips for Safe Keeping

The Holiday Season is fast approaching. For some it is a time of giving, for the
criminals in society, it’s a time for taking. The police department would like to offer
the following suggestions to help you and your family enjoy a crime-free holiday.
Shopping
• Always lock your vehicle and park in a well-lit, high-traffic area
• Have your car key in hand ready to go before you leave the store
• If alone, walk out with others as they exit
• Keep packages and valuables in vehicles out of sight
• Always keep track of your purse/wallet
At Home
• When away always lock doors and windows
• Leave a light/TV on so that it appears someone is home
• Do not advertise on garbage day. Break up boxes and place in cans or bags or put
them out at the last minute. Criminals like to “window shop” by checking your
garbage.
Telephone solicitations pick up at this time of year preying on your holiday generosity. Use caution when making donations. q

Finances

Brecksville City Offices Closed for Holiday
Observances
City offices, facilities and the Service Department
will be closed in observance of Veterans’ Day on
Monday, November 12 and Thanksgiving Day,
Thursday, November 22.
The City will be closed on Tuesday, December 25 in
observance of Christmas, and Tuesday, January 1 in
observance of New Year’s Day.
All trash and recycling collections scheduled on the
above dates will occur on the next business day.
Whenever trash and recycling pick up falls on a
City holiday, service will be provided on the next
business day.

Do you Know Where Your Property Taxes Go?
A small price to pay for City services like ours!

Library
3¢

What the Average Homeowner Pays

Brecksville provides a wide range of City services to its residents. The
total amount of property tax paid by the owner of a single-family home
with an average market value of $200,000 is $373 per month. Of that
total, the City receives $42.42 per month.

JVSD
3¢

The checkbook below shows how the monthly cost of property tax supported services is divided among City departments.
Since 2010 the City has levied 8.21 mills
($1.00 for each $1,000 of assessed
valuation). Property tax values have
increased slightly in 2017 but
collections are still below 2008
levels.

BBH Schools 56¢

County 27¢ City 11¢

Dollar Bill Analysis
As the above graph indicates, only a small portion of your property taxes
goes to support City operations. For every $1.00 of your property taxes
paid in 2017, the City received approximately 11 cents. The majority
of your tax dollars support the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School
District and various Cuyahoga County programs and services.
Historically, Fire Department operations have been funded solely
by a 3.4 mill charter property tax levy. Starting in 2013, these operations required additional funding from the General Fund. The Street
maintenance and Repair fund and Police Department are partially funded
by specific property tax collections and supplemented by other sources.
The remaining property tax collected by the General Fund is allocated to
help support various other departments whose primary funding is income
tax and charges for service. q
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Recreation
5:55 am

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Spinning® - Belinda

Spinning® - Rhonda

Spinning & Strength - Rhonda

Spinning® - Rhonda

Spinning® - Belinda

Pure Strength - Rhonda

Sunday

Pure Strength - Rhonda

7:30 am
8:00 am

Saturday

Yoga - Denise
FREE Core Class -Rhonda

Yoga Stretch - Dana

Yoga Stretch - Dana

Spinning® - Kristin
Pure Strength - Rhonda

8:30 am

Spinning® & Strength - Angie

9:00 am

Yoga - Denise

Spinning®-Rhonda

A. M. Fusion - Gina

Spinning®-Rhonda

A. M. Fusion - Gina

9:15 am
9:30 am

Strengthen & Shred - Christy

10:15 am

Meditation - Denise

10:45 am

FREE Senior Yoga- Mary Pat

Yoga - Wendy/Linda

Slow Flow Yoga - Mary Pat

Yoga - Wendy/Linda

All Levels Yoga - Dana

Body 360 - Christy

Strengthen & Shred - Christy

Cardio Barre - Christy

Body 360 - Christy

Spinning® - Angie

Spinning® - Shelby
Vinyasa Flow Yoga - Dana

4:30 pm

FREE Seniors In Motion - Charlie

Spinning®-Rhonda

4:45 pm

FREE Stretch & Balance

FREE Seniors In Motion -

FREE Senior Yoga - Christina

Class - Charlie

Charlie

FREE Tai Chi - Li Zhang

Spinning® - Kristin
Circuit - Lori

Circuit - Lori

5:45 pm

TNT - Jenna

Zumba - Laura

6:00 pm

Slow Flow Yoga - Mary Pat

Slow Flow Yoga - Mary Pat

6:30 pm

FREE Tai Chi - Li Zhang

7:00 pm

Spinning® - Ashley

HOLIDAY SPINNING HOURS
Monday, December 24 & Monday, December 31

Spinning® - Ashley

Spinning & Strength - Lori

8:30 am and 10:00 am

Spin and Strength- What better way to get a cardio workout and weighted sculpting in
one hour? Participants are on the bikes as well as in the studio empowering strength and
tone.

Senior Yoga (FREE) We will use the support of an armchair as we explore Vinyasa
Yoga together. Class members will be encouraged to honor individual abilities as we
practice yoga. An emphasis on breath, mindfulness, flexibility and balance.

A.M. Fusion - An intense workout focusing on light weights and high reps using body
bars or free weights to improve your definition while working your muscular endurance.
Intervals of cardio to keep heart rate up and burn through this workout. All fitness levels
welcome.

Stretch & Balance Class (FREE) Regain your sense of balance and help prevent
balance-related falls and injuries.
Cario Barre Not the one we’re used to..if you want a dancer’s body this class is for
you. It’s about the physical as well as the aesthetic benefits of lengthening muscles,
while strengthening them.
Strengthen & Shred- Dynamic low-impact workout. Alternate using hand weights
and bands with aerobic routines to maximize toning and calorie burn. It’s fun, effective, and challenging.
Circuit - Challenge yourself to a late afternoon of cardio and weights.
Jazzercise When you love your workout, the results come easy. That’s why
Jazzercise blends aerobics, yoga, pilates, and kickboxing movements into fun dance
routines set to fresh music. All fitness levels welcome! Jazzercise is not included in a
Community Center fee schedule.
Meditation - Experience for yourself the benefits of group meditation. Can lower
blood pressure, positive effects on the physiology of the body in general, reduce
anxiety, physical relaxation, mindfulness, gain more control over thought process,
improve memory and creative thinking, enhances ability to deal with stress to better
cope with daily challenges, to feel lighter and more balanced.
Chairs provided. If you prefer the floor, please bring what you need to be comfortable. Human Services A/B
Power Yoga- Combining body movement with strength and flowing movements for
a completely empowering hour of challenges.
Pure Strength Challenge your body with this combination of strength exercises.
SPINNING® Spinning is a group cycling exercise that simulates an outdoor bike
ride. You control the amount of resistance and speed with an instructor guiding you
through a 1 hour session with 40 to 45 minutes of cycling.

All Levels Yoga A challenging yet relaxing class concentrating on alignment of poses
1(asanas) creating strength, flexibility and tone. Based on the principles of Iyengar yoga.
Slow Flow Yoga Offers students the opportunity to slow down, take a breath and move
mindfully into poses designed to open the body and calm the mind. Poses are held long
enough to build strength with focus on body alignment. No prior yoga necessary.
Yoga Stretch Gently stretching with props with a slow progression into each pose. Poses are held for a longer period of time focusing on the breath, muscles involved and body
alignment, increasing flexibility and range of motion. No prior yoga necessary.
Zumba - This class fuses hypnotic Latin rhythms and easy-to-follow moves to create a
high energy, calorie blasting, total body dance based workout. Zumba® is a great mix of
Latin flavor and international beats designed to tone your body from head to toe.
Core Class (FREE)- 30 minutes of sculpting with challenging exercises.
Body 360 - A fast paced challenging hour of Full Body High Intensity Interval Training,
Isometric burn and resistance sculpting to tone all 360 degrees of your body.
Classes change weekly to challenge you. You will burn calories and fat while creating
long, lean muscles.
TNT (Tighten ‘n Tone) is a mix of strength & cardio, focusing on building strength with
the use of dumbbells. You can work at your own pace, and will also be encouraged to
stretch outside of your comfort zone for maximum results. High intensity cardio bursts
will help to push your cardio fitness endurance. TNT is a great way to start your week off
right!
Boot Camp Circuit- Group Exercise class that mixes traditional calisthenic and body
weight exercises with interval and strength circuits.
Vinyasa Flow Yoga - Each position complements those that precede and follow. Practice
focuses on the synchronization of breath and continuous flow of movement. Not recommended for beginners

Girls Volleyball Clinic

Ages 8-10 year olds in Grades 3-5 and 11-14 year olds in Grades 6-8
Grades
Days
Dates
Times
Activity #
3-5
M/W
1/7-1/30
5:45-6:45 pm
341851-81
6-8
M/W
2/4-3/4
5:45-6:45 pm
341851-82
No Class FEBRUARY 18.
Registration
Grades 3 - 5 In progress through 1/2
Grades 6 - 8 In progress through 1/2
Description Bump! Set! Spike! The Brecksville Recreation Department offers a
volleyball clinic for girls in grades 3-8. Girls will develop skills, learn proper volleyball
techniques and have a great time playing matches. The clinic is instructed by former
Junior Olympic Player/Coach and Collegiate Player.
Cost:
$55 for BCC members
$65 for residents
$75 for non-residents

Two Spinning classes will be held at
Boot Camp Circuit - Natalie

Seniors In Motion (FREE) On your feet or sitting in your seat, join us for a free low
impact, stimulating exercise class for seniors. We combine cardio, light weights and
stretching in a fun whole body workout.
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Strong
muscles do more than look
good. They also protect us from conditions
like arthritis and back pain, and help prevent falls in
elderly people. And when you build strength through yoga,
you balance it with flexibility. If you just went to the gym and
lifted weights, you might build strength at the expense of flexibility. At the Brecksville Community Center, we offer an array of yoga
classes throughout the week to build strength, increase flexibility
and improve your body mentally and physically. A huge thanks to
Mary Pat, Dana, Denise, Linda, Wendy and Christina. Our yoga
instructors love what they do and it certainly shows in
everything they do!
Check out the Fitness Schedule!!

Brecksville Recreation Department
High School Boys Basketball
Grades 10 - 12
January 5, 2019 – March 2, 2019
Saturdays – Game times are: 3:30pm, 4:20pm, 5:10pm, 6:00pm, & 6:50pm
Registration: Begins 9/1/18 and ends 12/14/18
Description This is a 4 on 4 basketball league for 10th – 12th grade boys that
live within the Brecksville Broadview Hts. City School District. Teams will consist of 4 to 6 players. Complete team/player packet must be submitted at time
of registration along with team fee. Spots cannot be reserved without payment
& paperwork. No parent coaching. Certified referees will officiate games.
Cost $250.00 per team—due at time of registration
Location Blossom Hill Gymnasium

Health

Contact the front desk at Brecksville Community Center 546-2300.

For Your Information?

The Community Center Holiday Hours
Monday, Nov. 12, Veterans’ Day Observance

10am-5pm

Thursday, Nov. 22, Thanksgiving Day,

Closed

Monday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve,

Open 8:00-Noon

Tuesday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day,

Closed

Monday, Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve,

Open 8:00-Noon

Tuesday, Jan. 1, New Year’s Day,

Closed

Happiness

Run for Your Life!
Winter Cross Train Programs

All Family members are welcome. Work out with your kids.

The Brecksville Recreation Department in collaboration with the Run For Your Life
program offers a Winter Cross-Training Program. This program is designed for speed
training, strength training, plyometric training and conditioning. There will be three levels for this program: Advanced, Intermediate and Family. Bring your own water bottle,
running shoes, jump rope and workout mat. We will meet at the Blossom Gym.
Registration: September 1, closes when class is full

Cost: FREE
Must furnish own jump rope, workout mat and water bottle
January 7 – February 27 on Mondays and Wednesdays
4:30pm-5:30pm Mixed Groups
January 12 – March 2 on Saturdays
9:00am-10:00am Intermediate/Advanced Group
10:00am-11:00am Family Group
**Please contact the following for more information…
Brian Stucky: email - Brstucky@aol.com
Jim Kolesar: email - jkolesar@brecksville.oh.us or 440-546-2300
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Men’s Basketball League

Boys and Girls Basketball

November 2018 – March 2019
Game Day: Monday thru Saturday
Description
The Brecksville Recreation Youth Basketball program is a recreational
league stressing skill development, team work and fun. Practices are held
once a week beginning in November. The league usually is completed
by the beginning of March. Practices are held at either Blossom Hill or a
school facility. Games are played at the Brecksville Community Center, or
at a neighboring city recreation center.
Grades
First & Second Grade Boys & Girls
1st & 2nd Grade Boys Basketball (6-7 years)
Saturday Games (1 Practice per week, day TBD)
1st & 2nd Grade Girls Basketball (6-9 years)
Saturday or Sunday (1 Practice per week, day TBD)
Third-Ninth Grade Boys and Girls
3rd & 4th (9-10 years)
Monday through Saturday Games (1 Practice per week, day TBD)
5th & 6th (11-12 years)
Monday through Saturday (1 Practice per week, day TBD)
7th through 9th (13-15 years)
Monday through Saturday (1 Practice per week, day TBD)
Format will be traditional league setting (Score will be kept, standings will
not be kept)
Collaborating with Independence, Brooklyn Hts., Valley View, Seven
Hills, and Newburg Hts.
3rd & 4th Grade Boys Basketball (9-10 years)
3rd & 4th Grade Girls Basketball (9-10 years)
5th & 6th Grade Boys Basketball (11-12 years)
5th & 6th Grade Girls Basketball (11-12 years)
Collaborating with Fairview Park, Columbia Station, Westlake, Middleburg
Hts., Brook Park, Strongsville, North Ridgeville, and Cuyahoga Hts.
7th & 9th Grade Boys Basketball (13-15 years)
7th & 9th Grade Girls Basketball (13-15 years)
Registration ends October 31 for Grades 1-6
Registration ends November 9 for Grades 7-9
Cost
$55 for BCC members
$65 for residents
$75 for non-residents

Dates

Days

October1 - May1

M/W/F

Time
10:30 am-1:30 pm

Join the fun! Bring your kids in for fun and games and let them burn off some
energy. Various toys and equipment will be available for use in the fieldhouse. Bring
your lunch and eat with your friends, too! There is no Gym Time when school is
canceled due to weather conditions or scheduled school holidays.
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Registration: begins 11/1 and ends 12/16
Cost: $250.00 per team—due at time of registration
Additional Costs: $35.00 due before each game for referee and scorer.
$70.00 forfeit fee that must be paid before your first game. Refunded back
at the end of the season.
(This cost cannot be incorporated into team fee. Must be paid prior to each
game.)
Description: Come get your game on in the Brecksville Recreation Men’s
Basketball League. There are 2 divisions this year: Over 35 Division, Over
50 Division. Athletic Department reserves the right to assign teams accordingly. Games will be played 4 on 4. Start getting your team together and
register today!
Location: Brecksville Community Center and Blossom Hill Facility
Contact: For more information, please contact Jim at Brecksville Community
Center 546-2300.

Winter Break will be here before you know it. Plan ahead so you do not have
to worry about hearing your child say, “There’s nothing to do…we’re bored”.
Now there is something for them to do. We are offering a Winter Camp at the
Brecksville Community Center. Enjoy fun-filled days of swimming, on-site
field trips, crafts, indoor games, and outdoor activities.
Junior Camp- 6-8 year olds (20 campers)
Senior Camp- 9-12 year olds (20 campers)
Registration: Begins November 1 for residents.
Day One – Thursday, December 27 from 9:00am-4:00pm
“Jingle all the Way”, crafts, Christmas movie, games & field trip
Day Two – Friday, December 28 from 9:00am-4:00pm
“Holiday Cheers”, crafts, activities & field trip
Cost
$25 per day for BCC members
$35 per day for Residents
$45 per day for Non-residents
Additional Costs:
Extended Care is for families who need before and/or after camp supervision.
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Gym Time

Over 35 Division: Men 35 and older
Over 50 Division: Men 50 and older
Division
Days/Dates
Game Times
Over 35 Sundays 1/6-4/28 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Over 50 Sundays 1/6-4/28 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm

Parents/Guardians can pick up their children at any time during these hours.
You must register for Extended Care prior to attending each camp day.
Pre Care: 8:00-9:00am, $3.00 per day
After Care: 4:00-5:00pm, $3.00 per day
For more information, please contact Jim Kolesar, at 546-2008.

Mandatory Managers Meeting: Sunday, December 16 at 5:00pm in the
Brecksville Community Center, Room A. (Teams must be registered prior to
meeting in order to attend).
Designated team manager and team name.
Team uniform will be provided. If a player does not have his actual team

American
Red Cross
Date
Day
Time
12/21 -12/28
Fri, Sat, Wed, Thur, Fri
10am-4pm
Lifeguards protect their community by preventing, recognizing, and responding to water-related emergencies. In order to get a job at most facilities, you
need to become certified, and most employers look for American Red Cross
Certification.
Obtain your 2-year certification by taking a Lifeguarding course from the
American Red Cross*.
5 Reasons to be a Lifeguard
1. Learn to save lives in and out of
the water
2. Develop your leadership, communication and teaching skills
3. Build your resume
4. Earn money
5. Stay in great physical condition
Prerequisites:
• Must be at least 15 years old by the last day of class
• Swim 300 yards continuously, demonstrating breath control and rhythmic
breathing.

shirt, the team will penalized 4 points per game at the start of the game.
Completed team roster with up to 12 players per team. (Blank rosters will
be provided at managers meeting and must be handed in complete at first
game).

Youth Wrestling
Ages 6-12 year olds Practice Begins November through March
Dates		
Days
Time
Activity #
11/01-03/30
Weds./Thurs.
6:00-8:00pm
341541-81
Meets begin early December on Sundays from 9:00am-1:00pm
Registration In progress until full.
Cost $75 for BCC members, $85 for residents, $95 for non-residents
Additional Costs Must purchase own shoes, head gear, pads and mouth
piece. $40 Singlet fee may be collected for those wrestlers that require at
new one, money will be collected by coaching staff during the season.
Description The Brecksville Recreation Youth Wrestling Program is a
developmental program for boys. The children are divided by their age,
and ability and practice on Wednesday and Thursday evenings at the
Brecksville-Broadview Hts. High School Wrestling Room. Meets are held on
Sundays at Strongsville High School and allow kids to compete against other
wrestlers in their own weight and ability class. Practices begin in November
and run through March. Please call Jack Abbruzzese at 546-2007 for more
information.

Lifeguard Training Program
• Tread water for 2 minutes using only the legs.
• Complete a timed event within 1 minute, 40 seconds.
• Starting in the water, swim 20 yards.
• Surface dive, feet-first or head-first, to a depth of 7 to 10 feet to retrieve a
10-pound object.
• Surface and swim 20 yards on back, with both hands holding the object.
• Exit the water without using a ladder or steps.
If you are unsure of your ability to pass the prerequisites, please call Erin at 440-5462318 to schedule time to complete them. We are unable to provide a refund (only
credits given) if you do not pass prerequisite skills.
Can NOT miss any class - NO make ups
Cost includes American Red Cross materials and certification fees
Bring bathing suit, towel, lunch, beverage, and snack to all classes
Cost: $220 for BCC members
$235 for residents
$250 for non-residents
Registration begins November 1 and ends 5 days before 1st class.
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Age: 3 months - 5 years

Monday’s 10am -1pm & Thursday’s 11am-2pm

Looking for a fun and exciting daytime activity to do with
your child?
Then drop in to our swim time! We provide water toys,
games and approved life jackets in the pool. Swim time can
help your child develop a comfort level in the water.
FREE for BCC members, $2 per family for residents and $4 per family for nonresidents There is no swim time when the schools are not in session.

Kids n Company I
This class is designed for children 6 months to 2 years of age. A responsible
adult participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany each child
during all class sessions.
Location Human Services Pool
Dates
Day
1/10- 2/28
Thursday
1/5-2/23
Saturday

Time
6:15pm - 6:45pm
12:00 - 12:30pm

Activity #
NA
NA

Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident
$50

Kids n Company II

This class is designed for children 2 years to 4 years of age. A responsible adult

participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany each child
during all class sessions. Water exploration is encouraged, having fun is
mandatory!
Location Human Services Pool
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
1/9 -2/27
Wedneday
12:00pm-12:30pm
NA
1/10- 2/28
Thursday
6:45 - 7:15pm
NA
1/5-2/23
Saturday
12:30 - 1:00pm
NA
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident
$50
NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear swim diapers in
the water at all times. No child suffering from diarrhea will be allowed to
participate in the program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at the
Community Center front desk if needed.

Preschool I
This class is designed for children 3-1/2 - 4 years of age. Please refer to the
website for more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation.
Location Indoor Pool
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
1/10-2/28
Thursday
5:15 - 5:45pm
NA
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts.
Resident $50
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Preschool II
This class is designed for children 3-1/2 - 4 years of age. Please refer to
the website for more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation.
Location Indoor Pool		
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
1/7-2/25
Monday
6:00 - 6:35pm
NA
No Classes Monday, February 18
Fees Prorated: Community Center Member $35, Brecksville-Broadview Hts.
Resident $44

Learn to Swim Levels 1-6
Location Indoor Pool
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
Level 1
1/7- 2/25
Monday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
1/10-2/28
Thursday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
Level 2
1/7- 2/25
Monday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
1/10-2/28
Thursday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
Level 3
1/7- 2/25
Monday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
1/10-2/28
Thursday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
Level 4
1/7- 2/25
Monday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
1/10-2/28
Thursday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
Level 5
1/7- 2/25
Monday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
1/10-2/28
Thursday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
Level 6.1
1/7- 2/25
Monday
5:10 - 6:00pm
NA
Registration begins 11/1 for residents and 11/8 for non-residents.
No Classes Monday, February 18
Fees Prorated: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts.
Resident $48

Restoring Touch
Therapeutic Massage
& Body Work

Lisa Cooper, LMT 216-233-3670
Tina Mihalek,
LMT
Conveniently
located
at the440-221-3570
Community Center
Schedule an appointment today!

Water Exercise Classes
Human Services Center Therapy Pool
Water Exercise for Arthritis

Days
Time
Instructor
Mon & Wed
10:00-11:00am
Darlene
Fri
10:00-11:00am
Charlie
The Arthritis Class is a recreational exercise program developed by
the Arthritis Foundation to help individuals with Arthritis and other related
conditions. The activities and exercises are designed to encourage self care,
social interaction, improve muscle strength and flexibility. Each participant
works at his or her own fitness level. Modifications are given for each exercise
to help individuals customize the program to fit their needs. This program is
an excellent post therapy class or post surgery class as it focuses on muscle
strengthening and flexibility.
Days
Mon & Wed
Fri

Liquid Strength

Time
9:00-10:00am
9:00-10:00am

Instructor
Darlene
Charlie

The Liquid Strength program is to provide participants with water resistance
training. Participants will spend 60 minutes working in the water on range of
motion activities and resistance training. This class is open to individuals of all
ages and varying abilities especially those with mobility impairments.

Water Exercise with Nora

Days
Time
Instructor
Mon & Wed
6:30-7:30pm
Nora
The Water Exercise with Nora class begins with warm up exercises to get
participants acclimated to the water then moves to a more vigorous segment
of exercises to work the large muscle groups. Toning exercises and resistance
stretches are varied from class to class to keep the exercises fresh and
invigorating. The goal is to increase participants’ muscle tone, cardio benefits,
and to help them achieve their personal health goals. Please call to confirm
starting date.

Sculpt and Splash

Days
Time
Instructor
Tues & Thurs
9:00-10:00am
Charlie/Julie
Sculpt and Splash is a 50 minute class for people of all fitness levels. The participants will
use a variety of equipment (noodles, weights, bands etc.) and focus on cardio endurance,
muscle strengthening and resistance training, challenging their muscles in new and fun ways.

Water Yoga

Days
Time
Instructor
Tues
6:30pm
Linda
Class will be FREE to members from February 20th – March 13th. Regular water
exercise rates apply after free trial.
A low impact class to develop flexibility, breathing, balance, and core strength. Full body
workout for all fitness levels, consisting of stretching, strengthening, balancing and core work.
Pool noodles, water weights, and bands will be used for added resistance. A very effective
class that is also easy on the joints. No mat or yoga experience necessary.

Brecksville Community Center Pool
TNT Water Exercise

Days
Time
Instructor
Tues & Thurs
9:00-10:00am
Audrey
TNT- Water Ex was developed to help individuals achieve their personal fitness goals. This
class is geared for participants of all ages and fitness levels. Varied exercises and repetitions
allow participants to customize the workout to fit their needs. There is a high concentration
on cardiovascular endurance and strength training with little to no impact on the joints.
Participants will use a variety of equipment including float belts, noodles, stretch cords, and
barbells

Cardio Strength

Days
Time
Instructor
Wed
9:00-10:00am
Charlie
Cardio strength aquatics was developed to provide a whole body workout at any fitness
level. Intervals of cardio combinations and strength toning exercises will provide you with
a head to toe workout. This workout uses the resistance of the water along with barbells,
noodles, jogging belts and resistance bands to obtain an effective cardiovascular and
strength building workout without added stress on your joints.

Competitive Swim Program
Location BCC Indoor Pool
1/7-2/25
Monday
6:00p - 7:15pm
NA
1/9-2/27
Wednesday
6:00p - 7:15pm
NA
This is a quarterly offered program for Fall, Winter and Spring that will
focus on competitive swim techniques and endurance for youth. This program
is considered an extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.
• Times and days of program offerings will vary from season to season.
• It is designed for those that have participated in at least the Level 5 Learnto-Swim or equivalent.
• This program is restricted to Brecksville residents only.
• This program is not offered to high school swimmers during the State of
Ohio Swim Team season.
• Sessions will be scheduled for eight (8) meetings.
• Each offering is considered a separate session with separate fees. Participants should only register for sessions that they can attend.

• The program requires participants to perform continuous lap swimming.
Participants should be able to swim a minimum of ten (10) continuous
laps before registering. The instructors or other Aquatic Staff may
recommend participants continue Learn-to-Swim before advancing to
this program.
Skills that will be refined throughout the program will include:
• Freestyle (Front Crawl)
• Breaststroke
• Backstroke
• Butterfly
• Starts
• Turns
• Endurance
Fees: Community Center Member $20.00 and Resident $30.00
No Class Monday, February 18, session prorated.
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Shop with a Cop
The Twentieth-sixth annual “Shop With A Cop” raffle is underway. Police officers who are members of the George Murray Fraternal Order of
Police Lodge #67 which comprises a number of suburbs in Cuyahoga
County, including Brecksville raise funds every year which go directly
toward a needy and deserving child to help brighten their Christmas
season. For every $150 raised, one child gets to go on a shopping trip
with a local police officer. Many of the children take this opportunity
to buy necessities such as clothing and shoes. This years shopping trip
the children will be going to Target, after the shopping trip they are
treated to pizza by the police officers.

Median Matters

Statistical medians matter, too, but the one
we’re talking about here is the newly-refurbished median between the east- and
west-bound lanes of Royalton Road between
Highland Drive and the western city limits.
Formerly made up of battered concrete and
rusty guardrail, the median will now be green!
And speaking of statistics: the median is about
2390 feet long and 15 feet wide to total about
eight-tenths of an acre.
Complete resurfacing of State Route 82 provided the opportunity to convert the median
from the prior industrial look to a mix of
trees, a few beds of shrubs and perennials,
and a backdrop of mowed turf. The turf is
getting established even now…trees and other
plantings are a bit less tolerant of road salt so

by Charles Owen
they are planned to be put in place spring of
next year.
Current plans are calling for a total of 44 individually planted trees and three shrub/perennial
beds of about 10 by 20 feet each. The trees are
to be four-inch caliper, much larger than we
normally plant, so as to have more of an immediate impact. Plans also call for no hardscape
such as raised beds or hard edges.
We dug a three-foot deep test pit to get a good
idea of the physical aspects of the existing soil
and sent two samples (shallow and deep) to a
soil test lab to learn about its chemical properties. Tree selection was then based on soil
and exposure. We chose a mix of five different
types of trees to provide some diversity in case
of future insect or disease outbreaks. Preliminary selection includes honey locust, bur oak,

Kentucky coffee tree, hackberry and London
plane tree. All are full-size shade trees that we
have had good success with on tree lawns. Final
selection will be based on availability.
The three proposed beds of mixed shrubs and
flowering perennials will each be about four
hundred square feet and planted at ground
level. Plants will be chosen for moderate height,
adaptability to the environment and season-long
interest. We have an existing palette of such
plants that have done well for us under similar
conditions in the past.
A median, of course, is sort of like two tree
lawns (devil strips) set back-to-back. Biological math is a gray area so it remains to be seen
whether two tree lawns are twice…or half…the
challenge of one.q

o Featured Plant p

Heritage River Birch, (Betula nigra ‘Cully’)
Truly a tree for all seasons, this selection of
an Ohio native species has earned a place in
our landscapes. Its slender branches and twigs
coupled with its natural upright form and
glossy leaves combine to provide an elegant
and long-lived attention-getter. The long
winter months are enhanced by the distinctive bark characteristics this species is so well
known for.
The white bark birches, one American but
mostly European and Asian, have been popular
landscape trees but most are highly susceptible
to the bronze birch borer which affects their
longevity. BBB is a native beetle and close
cousin to the non-native emerald ash borer
that has had such a devastating effect on all of
our native ash trees. River birch shares a long
evolutionary history with BBB and so has a
high resistance to its activities.
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Though naturally occurring, as the name implies,
in moist river bottoms, river birch has proven to be
adaptable to much drier sites in the landscape. Heritage birch was selected from a nursery in Illinois and
is especially well-suited for the Midwestern environment. It is also readily available in the trade.
River birch needs full sun and plenty of room in both
height and width. It can be expected to grow 40
or more feet tall with a spread to match. Generally
offered as a multi-stemmed specimen, the grace and
elegance of this tree are enhanced when allowed to
retain its branches all the way to the ground. Soil
chemistry should be tested as this tree fares best in the
long haul on acid conditions – many of our disturbed
sites are too alkaline for best performance.
We have some youngish trees planted on the Blossom
property near the corner of Oakes and Barr and we
recently added some more on the north side of Highland Cemetery. q

Last year the police officers took nearly 322 children shopping at
Target.
Schools are encouraged to participate because for every $150 of raffle
tickets sold by that school they may directly select one or more of their
students to participate in “Shop With A Cop.”
The Grand Prize for raffle ticket buyers is a Big Screen TV.
Shop with a Cop is on December 15. The last day to purchase raffle
tickets is December 5. Raffle tickets are $1 each and 6 for $5. To
obtain tickets or for more information contact Sgt. John Chrisopulos,
Ptlm. Mark Krzynowek or Chief Bill Goodrich at the Brecksville Police
Department at 526-8900. q

Join Our Christmas Parade Sunday, November 25
It’s time to sign up for the Brecksville Christmas Parade. Whether you
would like to create a float or bring your whole group in holiday attire,
please submit an application to participate. The application must be
returned to the Community Center by November 14. Step-off will be
at 4:00 pm on Sunday, November 25.
Contact Carolyn Jatsek by email, cjatsek@brecksville.oh.us.

Please detach the form below and return to:
Brecksville Christmas Parade, Brecksville Community Center
One Community Drive, Brecksville, OH 44141 or fax to 546-2000.
More information and the application can also be downloaded and
submitted from the Brecksville web site. Go to www.brecksville.oh.us
Community News.

Christmas Parade Application Form
Name of Entry:________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Organization:___________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Person_______________________________________________________________ Phone_____________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________________________ State_______ Zip_____________
Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Type of Entry:

c Vehicle

c Float

c Marching Unit

Features of Entry:
c Animals/Horses

c Dance/Baton Group

c Color Guard

c Antique Vehicle

c Musical

c Seasonal Characters

c Band

c Decorated Vehicle

c Boy Scouts

c Girl Scouts

c Costume Characters

c Neighborhood

c Clowns
Other (Please Specify):___________________________________________________________________________________
Description of Entry:____________________________________________________________________________________
Information for the announcement of your entry when you are in front of the grandstand:_______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to be entered in the Annual Float Competition? c Yes

c No

Would you like to be entered in the Annual Girl Scout Entry Competition? c Yes
Would your organization like a participation trophy? c Yes

c No

c No

Special Considerations:__________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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City Hall

City Hall .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
Mayor/Safety Director
Jerry N. Hruby .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-7646
Law Department
David J. Matty, Law Director  .  .  .  .  .
526-4351
City Prosecutor/Assistant Law
Director
Sergio DiGeronimo .  .  .  .  . 546-9200
Clerk of Courts
Shelley Kazimore .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2620

Finance Department
Laura Starosta, Director 526-4351
Police Department,
William Goodrich, Chief
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900

Building Department
Scott Packard, Bldg. Commissioner
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2630
Department of Recreation
Tom Tupa, Director  .  .  .  .  . 546-2300

Animal Warden
Cliffette Thacker  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900

Department of Human Services
Steve Paciorek, Director . 526-2499

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2640

Purchasing Department
Rebecca Riser, Director  . 526-4351

City Engineer
Gerald Wise .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Cemetery Sexton
Kristen Kouri  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2603

Service Department
Ron Weidig, Director  .  .  . 526-4351

Brecksville Bulletin
Jinny Farr .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2319

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

City Council

Mike Harwood,

President .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 546-0521

Cuyahoga County Library
Brecksville Branch.  .  .  .  . 526-1102

Brecksville Metroparks Nature
Center.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1012

Board of Education Office
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 740-4000

Brecksville Service Department
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1384

Brecksville Center for the Arts
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-6232

Brecksville-Broadview Heights
Post Office.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 838-5191

Louis N. Carouse, Jr. .  .  .  . res. 526-4963

Brecksville Community Center
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2300

Human Services Center.526-2499

Jack Petsche  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-8281

Independence License Bureau
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (216) 642-1373

Gerald F. Broski  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-2068

Brecksville Historical Association
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-7165
The Brecksville Theatre
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 736-7749

Regional Income Tax Agency
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-0900
Recycling Department. . 526-2643

Laura Redinger,
Vice-President .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 717-1531

Dennis Rose .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-7595
Kim Veras  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 717-0868
Tammy Tabor, Clerk .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Get Brecksville Information on the web www.brecksville.oh.us,
on Spectrum Channel 1020 and now on Facebook
(City of Brecksville Ohio)

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

