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The City of Brecksville Ohio

On January 2nd, Mayor Hruby administered the Oath of Office to new council
members Dennis Rose and Jack Petsche, as
well as, Lou Carouse, Jr. and Michael Harwood. (top left to right - Dennis Rose, Jack
Petsche, Lou Carouse, Jr., Michael Harwood
and Mayor Hruby)
Michael Harwood was elected Council
President and Laura Redinger was elected
Council Vice-President. (middle left to
right- Laura Redinger and Michael Harwood
shown with Mayor Hruby)
The Mayor also administered the Oath of
Office to Dennis R. Rose as the Council
Representative to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a 2 year term. Daryl Kingston as
a Citizen Member to the Board of Zoning
Appeals for a five year term and Michael
Harwood as the Council Representative to
the Planning Commission for a two year
term.
(bottom left to right - Michael Harwood,
Dennis Rose, Daryl Kingston and Mayor
Hruby)

Mayor’s Message

I’ll begin this message by wishing you and
yours a very Happy New Year. May you have
good health, prosperity and happiness throughout the New Year and years to come. Although
the Christmas and New Year events are now complete, I would like to thank our Service Department, Beautification Committee and those residents who decorated their homes for beautifying
and fostering the holiday spirit. And thanks to all
of you who participated in the various City holiday events. We hope you
enjoyed them.

of City services and promoting volunteerism within the City government.
Greg Skaljac has served twelve years as a member of City Council, six
of those years as Council’s President. His leadership ability and his passion
for the expansion of City programs and facilities were his paramount goals
and accomplishments throughout his tenure. Greg’s father, Dan, served as
a member of City Council and was the key member of the team that developed and oversaw the construction of the Community Center. Both Nora
Murphy and Greg Skaljac will be missed. City Council will acknowledge
their dedication, commitment and service to the community, with resolutions of commendation.

A New Look on City Council
Boards and Commissions Update

The 2018 City Budget which is comprised of estimated revenues and
expenses for this year was adopted by City Council at its second meeting
of December.
The 2018 road maintenance program was also adopted which includes
milling and filling of several streets that are paved with asphalt, and repair and replacement of concrete street slabs throughout the City. And
of course the number one most anticipated road construction project is
CATTS Construction’s completion of RT 82 east from the Broadview
Hgts./Brecksville border to the intersection of Routes 21 and 82. The work
will resume in the spring.

On Tuesday evening, January 2nd, Brecksville City Council held its
organizational meeting beginning with the oath of office administered
to those members of Council elected last November. They are: Louis N. Carouse Jr., Michael T. Harwood, Jack Petsche and Dennis Rose.
City Council then elected Michael Harwood as its President and Laura
Redinger as its Vice President. Various Boards and Commission members were appointed to those positions that expired at the end of 2017.
We congratulate Dom Sciria who has been
City Council
reappointed to the Planning Commission.
then elected
President Mike Harwood will
Michael Harwood Council
also return to the Planning Commission
as President &
as Council’s Representative. Daryl KingsLaura Redinger as ton will serve as a Citizen Member on the
Vice President
Board of Zoning Appeals, Council Representative will be Dennis Rose. Joseph Zenir will serve on the Recreation
Commission. Council’s Representative will be Laura Redinger. Dr. Felix
Martin will return as a Citizen Member on the Human Services Board,
Kim Veras will serve as Council Representative. Myra Santos and James
Steiger will serve as Citizen Members on the Telecommunications Commission and Council Member Gerald Broski will serve as Council Representative. John Adams will serve again as a Citizen Member to the Municipal Facility Registration and Use Review Board, and Councilman Lou
Carouse will represent Council. Laura Redinger will be the Recreation
Commission Representative to this Board, along with Council Member
Kim Veras. Council members Kim Veras and Lou Carouse will be the
Representatives to the Volunteer Firemen’s Dependents Board. Again we
thank all of our volunteers for their dedication to the City.
At its January 16, meeting, City Council honored and expressed their
appreciation to retired members Nora Murphy and Greg Skaljac. On
Council for 24 years Nora was only the fourth woman to be elected to
City Council since Brecksville established its current form of government
in 1921. Since then two other female members have served or are serving
on Council. Nora was a member of every one of Council’s six committees
and served on various boards and commissions as Council representative,
most recently the Human Services Advisory Board. During her tenure
she served as President of Council in the years 2000 and 2001, and she
contributed greatly to the development of City facilities, expansion
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Council Actions

VA and City Master Plan Progress
As the title transfers from the Veterans Administration to the City for
the former VA Hospital site, the City’s Community Investment Council,
City Council and the Administration will be working with its developer
to begin the process of preparing the property for redevelopment. Negotiations are ongoing as part of our economic development with companies
that are considering locating on this property. Public news releases will be
made announcing the proposals as they are being submitted to the City’s
Community Investment Council.
The process of reviewing the City’s current Master Plan and making revisions to the Master Plan has begun. We have asked for citizens interested in
becoming members of the steering committee and now we are expanding
that request to include those who wish to present input and be part of the
process. We are still seeking members of the steering committee. If you
wish to be involved in the Master Planning process, please submit your
name, phone number and email address to the Mayor’s office.

“Pooling” Our Resources
The addition to the Jack A. Hruby Natatorium at the Community Center and the replacement of the outdoor aquatics facility is in the final design stage since being unveiled last September. Soon the City will hire a
construction manager to oversee the construction of the facility which will
demonstrate the outstanding talents of ThenDesign Architects who were
selected based upon their history of excellence and creativeness in the design of these types of facilities. Certainly the schedule is still being planned,
but we anticipate the outdoor facility to be completed during the summer
and the indoor expansion by year’s end.

A More Efficient 911 System
More Green Added to the Metroparks
City Council has passed legislation approving the administration’s request to form a Council of Governments with Broadview Heights, Independence and Seven Hills. Broadview Heights and Brecksville have passed
their legislation and we await similar action from Independence and Seven
Hills. We are forming the Cuyahoga Valley Council of Governments and as
a result there will be a Cuyahoga Valley Radio Dispatch Center that will be
a section of the newly constructed police station in our City that is scheduled to open in the fall of 2018. This dispatch center will be a member and
branch of the Chagrin Valley Council of Governments, which operates the
Chagrin Valley Radio Dispatch. This consolidation will improve our future
police, fire and ambulance rescue dispatch. By combining our communities
we will become more cost and performance efficient. We will no longer be
operating a 24 hour City jail but instead will be entering into contractual
agreements with other cities to house our prisoners for more than 12 hours.
This too, is a cost savings not only in operation but to the construction of
the new police station.
Through the Western Reserve Conservancy and the Metroparks, three
properties will become part of the Conservancy and the Metroparks system. The two major tracts of land, both of which were once part of the
BFGoodrich complex on Brecksville Road, bordering Parkview, RT 21 and
Hillsdale, make up the largest addition. A residential property adjacent to
the park on RT 21, east and south of the Park Boulevard, is the third tract
of land to be purchased by the Conservancy. As announced previously, this
means that the residential development proposed for the Parkview/Hillsdale tract of land and the final tract of land that was once the BFGoodrich
property along Parkview to RT 21, will remain greenspace without any
development. These properties, although scenic and beautiful, have major areas of wetlands and topography issues that diminished their value
for development. They will make a very beautiful addition to the Emerald
Necklace.

Brrrrrrr!!
Our snow removal program was busy throughout the holiday season but
that was just a “warm up” for what hit us beginning Christmas week. I
thank our residents for being patient as we clear streets within developments as a lower priority to our main roads and collector streets. We have
250 miles of roadway to maintain. Thank you for your cooperation by
slowing down and traveling a safe distance behind our snow plows. And
that’s advised for all vehicles in front of you.

Keep It Handy
The 2018 City Calendar can be picked up at City Hall, the Human Services Center and the Community Center. We have highlighted postcards
and photographs from the City archives as the monthly artwork. Our calendar is a valuable guide to City events and our solid waste and recycling
procedures including the dates of pick-up. If you haven’t heard there has
been a significant change to when your recycling is collected. Please check
the calendar for an explanation so that you place your recycling at the curb
on the proper day. In short, recycling pickup is now every other week in-

stead of twice a month. The calendar also has phone numbers for our City
government and other agencies.
Circle these dates on your City calendar for these upcoming events.
City Hall will be closed on Presidents Day, Monday February 19. My
annual “Conversation with the Mayor” will be held on Tuesday, February
20 at 2 pm in the Human Services Center’s Gathering Room. This is the
first of my State of the City Addresses. On Wednesday, February 21 at 6
pm in the Human Services Gathering Room, the Brecksville Chamber
of Commerce will sponsor the second State of the City address. Plus the
Chamber will award its Citizen of the Year award. These two State of the
City addresses are open to the public and I hope our residents will take
advantage of attending one of them. They are the absolute best way to
get a comprehensive overview of what’s happening in your town. We
will highlight plans for 2018 by talking about current needs of the City,
ongoing projects and future planning.
On behalf of the City administration, I look forward to working with
the newly elected City Council and its returning members, and the leadership team of Michael Harwood and Laura Redinger as we move forward
in governing the City. Again, I wish you all a very Happy New Year. Please
remember our troops in your prayers as many continue to be in harm’s
way. Please be safe, enjoy your families and friends and my best wishes
to you.
Sincerely,
Jerry N. Hruby, Mayor

Council President Report

Construction of the new Police Station/Regional
Dispatch Center is evident as the building starts to
emerge from the ground! Many years of discussion
and planning have culminated in this project and
we look forward to its opening in late 2018. By
combining several neighboring community dispatch operations with Brecksville and forming the
Cuyahoga Valley Dispatch Center as a subsidiary
member of the Chagrin Valley Regional Dispatch
Center we will make our dispatch services more efficient and save a
significant amount of tax dollars while doing so!
Plans are being finalized for the expansion and renovation of our
Community Center’s Natatorium and outdoor pool area so that work
can begin in 2018 for this much anticipated and discussed project.
Finally, congratulations are in order for the re-election to City
Council of Mike Harwood and Lou Carouse and I would also like to
congratulate Dennis Rose and Jack Petsche on their new elections to
City Council. I wish nothing but the best for our new City Council
and City Administration. Thank you once again to all of our residents
for allowing me to serve and represent you these past twelve years. It
has been an honor and a privilege.
Sincerely,
Greg Skaljac, City Council President
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Council Corner
Buildings & Grounds

We provide the following general status of the facility renovation projects, including current renovation/restoration of existing facilities as well as future
facility additions. The report represents a general
overview.
Facility Renovation/Restoration Projects Status:
Clock Tower Renovation
• The renovation is at 100% complete. We thank you for your patience with traffic and entrance temporary routing changes.
Police Station
• Construction has begun, with earthwork, underground utilities,
concrete foundations and walls underway.
New Facility Project Status:
Safety town
• The documents have been completed for use in construction of the
structures. Students from the Cuyahoga Valley Vocational School
Construction Division are currently building the structures for final
installation in the Spring.
Aquatics Facility;
• Then Design along with their Engineering Consultants is are underway with design documents. Review meetings with the Administration for the mechanical, electrical, plumbing and pool equipment
have been completed.
2018 Projects
• The potential Building and Grounds projects and budget are under
review for 2018, at time of completion, we will provide the list of
projects.

Finance
The Finance Committee discussed and
recommended approval of the following items to
City Council during the fourth quarter finance
committee meetings:
•
A Purchase Requisition to Donald G.
Bohning & Associates for the ALTA/NSPS Survey
of the VA site. A real property survey is necessary as part of the title
work needed to transfer the VA property to the City of Brecksville.
The total cost of the work was $14,350.
• A Purchase Requisition in the amount of $43,329.34 to Superion for
the annual maintenance of software programs for the Finance and
Building Departments. This will cover the 12-month period from November 1, 2017 through October 31, 2018.
• Annually, the Finance Director and the Administration complete an
extensive review of the employee benefit plans to determine coverage
and costs for the next year. The team works with our broker, Chapman and Chapman to review existing and new service providers to
manage costs for both the City and the employees. Benefits covered
include medical, dental, life and accidental death and dismemberment
insurance. Additionally, the team’s review includes healthcare stop
loss insurance. Overall, this review resulted in minimal changes to the
plans and an approximately 7.4% increase in costs for 2018. The Ordinances necessary to approve the plans are outlined as follows:
• An Ordinance accepting the proposal of Medical Mutual of Ohio
for employee healthcare insurance, administration of the employee
healthcare insurance program and the provision of healthcare stop
loss insurance.
• An Ordinance accepting the proposal of Lincoln Financial Group
for an employee dental insurance program and
• An Ordinance accepting the proposal of Lincoln Financial Group
for an employee life insurance program.
• An Ordinance to amend Ordinance 5038, making appropriations for
current expenses of the City of Brecksville during the fiscal year ending
December 31, 2017.

At any time if you have questions regarding a specific project and/or any
of the projects details please do not hesitate to call or email for information at mharwood@brecksville.oh.us.

• An increase to a blanket purchase order for Halloween expenses associated with the annual Booville Event. Final PO amount totaled
$4,410.

Mike Harwood, Chairperson

• An increase to a purchase order for Scottsdale Insurance Company in
the amount of $9,224.12 for defense costs from our insurance company. The suit associated with this cost has been dismissed.

FYI…The Plain Dealer recently reported that

Brecksville has maintained its ranking as the
third highest median family income in Northeast Ohio at $121, 974 which is down about
$2,200 from last year. Pepper Pike and Hudson
remained first and second.
Brecksville is 12th in the state in family income.
The median age of Brecksville residents is 47.9.

4

• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an agreement with
Falls Motor City for the lease of a 2017 Dodge Grand Caravan for
the Human Services Department.
• An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement
with the General Health District of Cuyahoga County for the
provision of certain public health services for 2018.
• Approval of a Purchase Requisition to Vermont Systems in the
amount of $6,210 for 2018 annual maintenance for RecTrac and
WebTrac which includes annual technical support.

•

Approval of several Ordinances that provide for clean-up of
several funds that are no longer used and transfer of remaining
balances as necessary: including Fund 253 – Memorial Fund,
Fund 280 – Vehicle Immobilization Fund, Fund 286 – Indigent
Drivers Alcohol Fund, and Fund 289 – Indigent Driver Interlock Fund.

Additionally, monthly professional service expenditures were approved in
the amount of $48,889.78 and $49,474.28, for October and November,
respectively.
Laura Redinger, Chairwoman

Legislation
The Legislation Committee recommended and
City Council passed the following Ordinances and
Resolutions:
•
A Resolution appointing Victor Lenarth to
the position of Lieutenant in the Brecksville Fire
Department.
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to apply for a grant for programs
assisting vulnerable older adults.
• A Resolution appointing Dan Kulchysky/Kulchysky Architects as
the Primary Plans Examiners and Sixmo Architects as Back-up Plans
examiners.
• An Amendment to Section 1314 to include Section 1314.23 plan
examination services- to include plan examination fees charged.
• An Ordinance to amend Section 1531.01 Definitions-to be in accord
with the provisions and limitations specified in Chapter 718 of the
Revised Code.
• An Ordinance to amend Section 1531.05 ANNUAL RETURN; FILING – to be in accord with the provisions and limitations specified in
Chapter 718 of the Revised Code.
• An Ordinance to amend Section1531.07 ESTIMATED TAXES-to be
in accord with the provisions and limitations specified in Chapter 718
of the Revised Code.
• An Ordinance to amend Section 1531.18 INTEREST AND PENALTIES to be in accord with the provisions and limitations.
• An Ordinance amending Section 1151.06(i)(2)B of the Planning and
Zoning Code to add a permitted distance from adjoining property lines
for storage of recreation equipment and vehicles in residential districts.
• An Ordinance amending Section 1151.25 of the Planning and Zoning
Code to update the maximum floor area of accessory structures.
• An Ordinance amending Section 1303.04 of the Building Code
regarding amendments to the applicability of International Property
Maintenance Code.
• An Ordinance amending Section 1326.01 of the Building Code to
permit air conditioners in the side yard of a dwelling.
For the past twenty-four years I have enjoyed representing the residents
of Brecksville. I have decided to retire and begin a new chapter. Thank
you for electing me to represent you these years. I am so very grateful. It
has been an honor to serve this wonderful city.
Nora Murphy, Chairwoman

Safety-Service
In September and October, City Council has
approved the following:
•
A Resolution accepting the proposal of
TMS Engineers, Inc. to perform traffic signal
support inspection, as part of the city’s annual
traffic signal maintenance at a cost of $7,160.
• A Resolution authorizing the purchase of a replacement copier
system from Canon Solutions America, Inc. for the Fire
Department through the National Governmental Purchasing
Alliance in the amount of $8,295.
• An Ordinance authorizing the state contract purchase of an
A770T4 Bobcat All-Wheel Steer Loader and related equipment for
use by the Service Department in the amount of $78,277.43.
• A motion to approve a Purchase Requisition to Classic Solutions
in the amount of $4,875 for the purchase of a Host Liberator
Extractor Vac for the Housekeeping Department.
• A motion to approve an increase to Blanket Vendor Purchase Order
#BL176502 for the purchase of Sand & Gravel by the Service
Department in the amount of $2,000, to complete the balance of
driveway apron pipe and storm line installations remaining for this
year.
• A motion to approve an increase to Blanket Vendor Purchase Order
#BL174300 for the purchase of 2017 Safety Town Supplies in the
amount of $1,500 for more outreach programs in the community
being implemented.
• A motion to approve a Purchase Requisition to Signal Service in the
amount of $6,100 to replace 2 school zone flashers on Route 82 in
front of the Central School.
• A motion to approve a Purchase Requisition to Stonewall Uniform
Corporation in the amount of $10,640 for the purchase of (40) 3-in1 High Visibility Reflective Parkas, for year round use by the Fire
Department for safety purposes when responding to emergencies on
roadways.
• A motion to approve a Blanket Vendor Purchase Requisition in the
aggregate amount of $10,218 for the purchase of 6 Colt Advanced
LE Carbine Rifles and related sights and weapon lights for the Police
Department.
• A motion to approve a Purchase Requisition to Ganley Chrysler Dodge
Jeep, Inc. in the amount of $23,154 for the lease buy-out of the 2015
Jeep Cherokee driven by the Mayor, which includes a $4,000 trade
in amount on the 2009 Jeep Commander used by the Mayor, Service
Director and Building Department, net cost $19,154.08.
• An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into a mutual aid user
agreement with the County of Summit and the City of Akron to permit
the cIty to operate radio equipment on the county-wide 800MHZ
Regional Radio System.
• A motion to approve a Purchase Requisition to A & A Safety in the
amount of $3,187.25 for replacement safety equipment for the Service
Department road crews
• An Ordinance authorizing, through the state contract, the purchase
of 8 Cardiac Science Powerheart G5 Automated External Defibrillator
Units and two wall mounts for the aggregate amount of $10,470 for the
Police Department, Service Department Recycling and Main Service
Garage buildings and the lower level of City Hall.
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Council Corner
Kim Veras, Continued from page 5

• The City Engineer has submitted projects to be included in the 2018
capital plan for projects in Whitewood/Meadow, Hickory Ridge and
Cambridge Village.

• After a review of bid tabulation, an Ordinance accepting the bids of
Petroleum Traders and Guttman Energy for supplying gasoline and
Other Notable Actions:
diesel fuel to the city for the term of December 8, 2017 through
December 31, 2018 with an optional second year renewal at the same • No Utilities projects were selected for application to the Ohio Public
prices following the bid opening on October 23 conducted on behalf of
Works for funding.
the municipal purchasing consortium of (5) member agencies.
• The Committee will be studying our District 13 funding in the coming
• A Resolution appointing Maxwell Rapkin as a volunteer firefighter/
months. These are an accumulation of funds that are received from
EMT for the Fire Department.
your property taxes for sanitary and storm sewer maintenance. Many
major projects for storm sewers have cost a significant amount of
• After a review of bid tabulation, an Ordinance accepting the bid of Safe
money and depleted these funds.
Staffing of Ohio for temporary general labor staffing for the year 2018
for the Service Department.
We look forward to a very active 2018 and, as always, appreciate your
• An Ordinance authorizing the sale of Street and Traffic Signs no longer patience and consideration as we work on these projects.
needed for municipal purposes.
Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson
• Congratulations to Victor Lenarth, who was promoted to the position
of Lieutenant in the Fire Department.
Kim Veras, Chairwoman

Streets & Sidewalks

Utilities
This year’s Utilities projects have wrapped up
for the year and planning for 2018 is underway.
Thank you for your patience this year as much was
accomplished.
Construction Projects Status:
•
Work by our City Engineer continues on all
four of the development projects that Utilities Engineering is involved
in…Four Seasons Phase 5 off of Highland Drive, the Villages off
Snowville, Overlook at Hillbrook off Brecksville Road and the
Woodlands off of Snowville/Dewey.
• CTL Engineering is doing preliminary investigations into the slope
slippages on Tanager Trail.
Design Projects Status:
• The Brecksville Road Watermain Replacement project has been
approved and will be scheduled for bidding in the spring.
• The City is seeking easements for the abandonment of the Bradford
Village Pump Station in order for the County to move forward.
• The City has agreed to partner with NEORSD on the construction
cost of the Westview Drive culvert headwall repair project. It is
estimated to cost $15,367.00 with a 25% match from the City which
can come from our NEORSD Community Share Fund.
• Council passed an ordinance agreeing to the NEORSD demolishing a
structure on Stadium Drive on City property.
• City officials will be attending a meeting of the Regional Stormwater
Management Program regarding the Community Cost Share Fund.
• The Law Director will advise the Committee regarding amending
the Tap In Fees for the Village Subdivision for the additional costs to
install a gravity sewer.
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The Service Department staff has worked
diligently this season to clear the snow and ice
from the City’s streets. The Ohio Department of
Transportation recommends travelling at least 2-3
car lengths behind a working plow. Please drive
safely.
When clearing private sidewalks and driveways, please do not leave
snow on the public areas. Remind any contractors you hire to keep the
snow on your property whenever possible.
We are looking forward to the completion of the eastbound lanes of
S.R. 82 and the beautification of the medians as part of the Pavement
Improvement Project. Contractors will begin working again in the
spring, traffic patterns will be changed to accommodate construction.
The Streets and Sidewalks Committee would like to thank the
Service Department staff for a successful 2017 Road Program. The
program encompassed the paving and concrete replacement of streets
throughout the City. City Council will be reviewing the 2018 Road
Proposal as prepared by the Service Department and determining the
plan for paving and reconstruction next year. Additional inspections
of the roadways will be done in early spring to assess any wear and tear
done over the winter months.
Gerald Broski, Chairperson

2018 Appointments for Boards and Commissions
All terms commenced on January 2, 2018

Council President - Mike Harwood
Council Vice-President - Laura Redinger
Board of Zoning Appeals – Dennis R. Rose
as the Council Representative to the Board of
Zoning Appeals for a 2 year term.
Board of Zoning Appeals – Daryl Kingston
as a Citizen Member to the Board of Zoning
Appeals for a five year term.
Planning Commission – Michael T. Harwood
as the Council Representative to the Planning
Commission for a two year term.
Planning Commission - Dominic Sciria as a
Citizen Member to the Planning Commission
for a five year term.
Recreation Commission – Laura Redinger as
the Council Representative to the Recreation
Commission for a two year term.
Recreation Commission – Joseph Zenir as a
Citizen Member to the Recreation Commission for a four year term.
Human Services Advisory Board –Kimberly
Veras as the Council Representative to the

Human Services Advisory Board for a two year
term.
Human Services Advisory Board – Dr. Felix
Martin to the Human Services Advisory Board
for a five year term.
Telecommunications Commission – Gerald
Broski as the Council Representative to the
Telecommunications Commission for a two
year term.
Telecommunications Commission – Myra
Santos as a Citizen Member to the Telecommunications Commission for a three year
term.
Telecommunications Commission – James
Steiger as a Citizen Member to the Telecommunications Commission for a three year
term.
Municipal Facility Registration and Use
Review Board – Louis N. Carouse, Jr. as
the Council Representative to the Municipal
Facility Registration and Use Review Board for
a two year term.

Municipal Facility Registration and Use
Review Board - John Adams to the Municipal
Facility Registration and Use Review Board for
a two year term.
Municipal Facility Registration and Use
Review Board–Laura Redinger as the
Recreation Commission Representative to
the Municipal Facility Registration and Use
Review Board for a two year term.
Municipal Facility Registration and Use
Review Board – Kimberly A. Veras as the
Human Services Advisory Board Representative to the Municipal Facility Registration and
Use Review Board for a two year term.
Volunteer Firemen’s Dependents Board –
Louis N. Carouse, Jr. as a Council Representative to the Volunteer Firemen’s Dependents
Board for a one year term.
Volunteer Firemen’s Dependents Board –
Kimberly A. Veras as a Council Representative
to the Volunteer Firemen’s Dependents Board
for a one year term. q

Persons of Interest…
Sporting their 25th Anniversary
T-Shirts, you just may find this group
hanging out drinking coffee and enjoying each others company nearly every
morning at the Community Center. Of
course, this is only after they have done
their workout upstairs.
(Back row left to right) Ralph Tittelfitz,
Jerry Ferguson, Karen Brody, Marti
Tittelfitz, Carole Harwood (Front row
left to right) Paul Blonski, Mike Brody,
Pat McRoberts, Midge Cassidy.

Just goes to show you…The
Community Center is a fun
and friendly place to hang out!
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Human Services
Therapy Pool

A study suggests that working out in 90° water for three hours a
week for eight months may help ease
fibromyalgia symptoms. Aquatic therapy is less stressful on the
body and heated water may help relax muscles.
Where can you do this? In the warm water therapy pool at the
Brecksville Human Services Center of course. Pick up a detailed
pool schedule at the front desk.

THERAPY POOL SCHEDULE
Monday

9:00-10:00

Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30

Nora’s Water Exercise

8:30-9:00
11:00-6:30
7:30-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Tuesday
9:00-10:00

Sculpt and Splash

1:00-4:00

Sport and Spine PT

8:30-9:00
10:00-1:00
4:00-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Wednesday
9:00-10:00

Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30

Nora’s Water Exercise

8:30-9:00
11:00-12:00 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy
12:30-6:30
7:30-8:00

Thursday
9:00-10:00

Sculpt and Splash

12:00-4:00

Sport and Spine PT

8:30-9:00
10:00-12:00 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy
4:00-8:00

Friday
9:00-10:00

Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
8:30-9:00
11:00-4:50

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Saturday
9:00-12:50

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Sunday (pool is closed)
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Personal Needs
Blood Pressure Screenings — FREE

Every Monday from 9 to 11:45
Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the Human Services Center

Meditation — FREE
Guided meditation is every first and third Tuesday of the month
from 7:00 to 8:45 in Room A at the Human Services Center.
Come and relax your mind and body. Open to all ages.

Recovery — FREE
Recovery, Inc. meets Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Having trouble
dealing with your emotions? Recovery, Inc. is a self help program
that will help you cope in a friendly, small-group atmosphere.
Meetings are held in a private room. Free coffee!

Meals on Wheels
The Human Services Center is the headquarters for the local
Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch and
cold supper Monday through Friday mornings except holidays.
Cost is $30 per week. Call 526-2499 for enrollment information.

Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 and over,
Monday through Friday from 9 to 3. Our cars will take you to a

medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga County. Our van
will take you on errands on Tuesday. Our bus will take you to a
restaurant on Wednesdays and a shopping mall on the first Friday
of each month. An application on file is necessary. Call the Human
Services Center for more information at 526-2499. $1 per ride
donation is encouraged.

Cards and Games

Free with Human Services paid membership
Canasta – Tuesdays from 1 to 4 and Wednesdays from
12:30 to 3:30
Dominoes – Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:00
Intermediate Bridge – Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3:30
Duplicate Bridge – Mondays and Fridays from 12:45 to 4. Bring
a partner or just bring yourself.
Bridge After Dark – Every Thursday from 7 to 9:45
Texas Hold ’Em – Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Bring a canned
food item to “buy” chips. You might win a free lunch.
Mah Jongg – Wednesdays from 9 to Noon
Pinochle – Wednesdays and Fridays from 1 to 3

Dance for Folks with Parkinson’s

Fitness
Most fitness programs are free with a paid membership to the
Human Services Center or the Community Center. Yoga and
water exercise classes do require a class fee.

Tai Chi with Li Zhang
Mondays from 6:30 pm to 7:45 pm
Fridays from 10:45 to 11:15
FREE class with paid membership in either the Community Center or Human Services Center - A specialized version of Tai Chi to
help you deal with those aches and pains. It really works!
Tai Chi is the ancient Chinese exercise experience that is the just
right exercise for people who are looking to stretch and tone without getting sore! A great way to loosen up those tight muscles.

Yoga with Denise Clement
yogadc@yahoo.com
Mondays from 9:15 am to 10:15 am
Wednesdays from 7:30 am to 8:30 am
Stretch, tone, build strength and work the heart. Dress comfortably, bring a mat and water bottle. Email Denise at yogadc@yahoo.
com.
A “punch pass” for 6 sessions is $30 for Brecksville residents, $40
for non residents.
Walk-ins are $7 for members, $9 for non members and $11 for
non resident, non members.

Stretch & Balance Class with Charlie Skiba

There is a great dance class for people with Parkinson’s in Brecksville.
The class is on the second Saturday of the month from 11:30 to 12:30
on the second floor of the Brecksville Human Services Center. For more
information please contact instructors Fred and Dianne Discenzo at
526-8531. The class is free for everyone.
The Human Services Center is at 2 Community Drive. Call 526-2499
for directions.
The next dates are February 10 and March 10.

Arts and Crafts
Watercolor with Judy Roszak
Mondays from 9:00 to 11:30 – It doesn’t matter if you’re a
beginner or have been painting all your life. Classes are small
enabling Judy to give one-on-one personal instruction regardless
of your ability.
A “punch pass” for 6 sessions is $30 for Brecksville residents,
$40 for non residents.
Walk-ins are $7 for members, $9 for non members and
$11 for non resident, non members.

The Handcrafters
Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn how to make greeting cards,
place cards, knit, crochet, cross stitch, needlepoint or scrapbook.
Make things for yourself or help us make items for hospice or the
Yuletide Hunger program. Oh yes, a little bit of chit chat goes on
too. You’ll make new friends. Free to registered members.

Wednesday mornings from 10:45 – 11:15 am. Regain your sense
of balance and help prevent balance-related falls and injuries. FREE
with paid membership.

Tech
Computers

Armchair Yoga
Mondays with Mary Pat Murphy and Fridays with Dana Barnhart
10:45 to 11:45
A relaxing class concentrating on alignment of poses creating
strength, flexibility and tone.

Seniors In Motion with Charlie Skiba
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:45 am – 11:45 pm
You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be able to do sitting down
that will make you feel better!

The Human Services Center has three computers and a printer
and e-mail and Internet capability just waiting for you. Walk in
anytime and sit right down. Free!

Brecksville Computer Users Group
Thursdays from 6:30 to 9 pm in the old school at Blossom. If your
computer is sick with a virus or whatever, they can help. Call for more
info at 526-8836. Or join up if you love tinkering with computers.
Sorry, they don’t fix iPads.

Need A Reassurance Call?

One of the many services offered by the Human Services Center
is “Reassurance Calls.” Every day, 365 days a year, you’ll receive
a call from a staff member or volunteer from Human Services. If
you don’t respond by the end of the day we will notify a friend or

relative that you designate to check on you.
Call 526-2499 to sign up. This is suggested for older folks who
live alone.
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Human Services
Attention Senior Veterans

The Senior Veterans Administration Services of Ohio organization will hold an informational program at the Brecksville
Human Services Center, 2 Community Drive in Brecksville
at 11 am on Wednesday, January 31.
The SVASO is a fully self-supported charity that gets the
word out about the aid and attendance benefit, which is a
tax free benefit paid directly to veterans and their surviving
spouses.
The program lasts about one half hour followed by questions
and answers.
If you are interested in filing for the benefit they will assist in
the application process in which they have a 100% approval
rate.
There is no cost or obligation to the claimant.
Please let us know that you will be attending by calling the
Brecksville Human Services Center at 526-2499. You do not
have to be a Brecksville resident.

January
16 Scrambled eggs, bacon, hash browns, English muffin, 		
tomato & lettuce.
23 Blueberry French toast casserole, bacon, scrambled eggs.
30 Sausage gravy over biscuit, sausage patty, scrambled eggs,
tomato & lettuce.

February
6 Scrambled eggs, sausage, red skin potatoes, salsa, lettuce

& tomato, cornmeal muffin.
13 Quiche Lorraine, smiley fries, croissant, fresh fruit.
20 No brunch served.
27 Pancakes, with apple topping, sausage, scrambled eggs.

Resourceful Information at the
Human Services Center

Every day folks call the Human Services Center for information
about a variety of subjects. If you have a moment to browse, visit
the lobby of the Human Services Center and explore our rotating
pamphlet rack containing a wide range of helpful brochures.
There are answers about, veterans’ benefits, home health care
givers, assisted living and skilled nursing locations, persons who
help with cooking, cleaning and home repairs, and so much
more.
And while you’re here, sign up for the next Thursday luncheon.
The food is fabulous.

Free Pizza and Bingo at the
Brecksville Human Services Center!

Thanks to the folks at Home Instead Senior Care in Brecksville
and a variety of other local care specialists, there is free pizza and
Bingo for Brecksville residents at the Brecksville Human Services
Center on the third Wednesday of each month starting at noon.
The next scheduled days are Wednesday, January 17, Wednesday,
February 21 and Wednesday, March 21.
Come on down and have some fun! Prizes too!
It is necessary to make a reservation. Call the Human Services
front desk at 526-2499 prior to each day.

10

January
18 Creamy chicken tetrazzini, broccoli, dinner roll, garden

salad, chocolate candy bar cake.
25 Lou’s sausage, cheese manicotti, Italian green beans, ciabatta bread, Caesar salad, Napoleon dessert.

February
1 Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans,

dinner roll, chocolate silk pie.
8 VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY! Chicken cordon bleu,
lemon orzo, broccoli florets, dinner roll, garden salad,
LOVE-ly dessert.
15 Beef stroganoff, buttered noodles, mixed vegetable, dinner
roll, salad, cherry pie.
22 No lunch served.

Homestead Exemption and Homestead
Water Applications Available

Applications are now available at the Human Services Center for
the Homestead Exemption (to lower your property tax bill) and
Homestead Water Discount.
To qualify for the Homestead Exemption you must be at least 65
or totally and permanently disabled, and own and reside in your
home. A surviving spouse may be at least 59 years old on the date
of the spouse’s death.
The Homestead Water Discount offers a lower fixed charge and
consumption rate. To qualify you must be 65 years or older, or
totally and permanently disabled. You must own and live at the
property and your total household annual income may not exceed
$33,000 for 2017.

Restaurants, A Mall Trip &
Brecksville Errands Every Tuesday
January
3

Wednesday

Aladdin’s-Independence

5

Friday

Southpark Mall

10

Wednesday

PF Chang’s-Summit Mall

17

Wednesday

Slyman’s-Independence

24

Wednesday

Delmonico’s-Independence

31

Wednesday

Olesia’s Place- North Royalton

The AARP Foundation
Tax-Aide Program

E

CK
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February
2

Friday

Summit Mall

7

Wednesday

Bonefish-Independence

14

Wednesday

Giuseppe’s Ristorante-Northfield

21

Wednesday

Don’s Pomeroy House-Strongsville

28

Wednesday

Pizzaria Cerino’s-Seven Hills

Cheers for our Drivers!

Ray Turk, Bill Kovacs and Allan Pintner are three of our loyal
drivers who take seniors to appointments.
And a huge thanks to Renae Barlow, Caitlin Dieringer, and
Doris Stevens who drive for Meals on Wheels. We are so grateful
for the time, service and commitment to those that donate their
time for our seniors—Thank you!
We need once-a-week drivers for Meals on Wheels. Please volunteer by calling 526-2499.

LE

BR

The AARP Foundation Tax-Aide Program will be getting
underway again this year starting the first week in February and
ending the 17th of April, 2018. This IRS-supported FREE
tax service is offered on a non-discriminatory basis without
consideration of race, religion, gender, disability, or sexual
orientation with special attention to those with low or moderate
incomes and/or aged 60 and older. Taxpayers do NOT have to be
retired or a member of AARP.
Local Tax-Aide sites are located at: Brecksville Human Services
Center, (new site), 2 Community Drive, Brecksville, OH 44141.
Open Fridays from 9:30 to 1. Call 526-2499 for an appointment.
Broadview Heights Human Services Department, 9543
Broadview Road, Broadview Heights, OH 44147. Open Tuesdays
from 9:30 to 1. Call 526-4074 for an appointment.

Riverdance

S

TR

Cleveland Playhouse
at the State Theater
A
Wednesday, February 15
VELER
6:15 pm-10:30 pm
This international Irish dance phenomenon is back by popular demand in Riverdance -The 20th Anniversary World Tour.
Drawing on Irish traditions, the combined talents of the performers propel Irish dancing & music into the present day,
capturing the imagination of audiences across all ages & cultures
in an innovative & exciting blend of dance, music & song.
Cost: $58.50 for residents and $68.50 for non-residents.

Dunham Tavern Museum

Wednesday, March 7 from 11 am-4 pm
Rufus & Jane Pratt Dunham came to the Western Reserve in
1819. The young couple from Massachusetts acquired 13.75 acres
of land, which they began to farm. Capitalizing on the home’s
position along a well-traveled stagecoach route, Rufus Dunham
soon became a tavern keeper as well as farmer. The tavern became
a social & political center for parties, turkey shoots & meetings
of the Wig party. From Stagecoach stop, to car dealerships on
Millionaire’s Row, The Tavern has remained. Lunch (ON YOUR
OWN) will be at Cibreo Italian Kitchen in Playhouse Square. A
visit to Gallucci’s Market is also included.
Cost: $8 for residents and $18 for non-residents.
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Human Services

Holiday
fun was
had by all!

“MyChoice” A Choice About What?

Imagine that a loved one has a medical condition such as an allergy,
diabetes, heart disease, autism or Alzheimer’s. Suppose that loved one is
involved in a car accident.

MyChoice team will provide healthy snacks and have games, prizes and
fun featuring health care. A nurse practitioner will be there to provide a
health and wellness check if you are interested.

What if your loved one is incoherent or unable to speak?

It’s Wednesday, January 24 at 11 am at the Brecksville Human Services
Center.

A first responder comes to the scene but is unable to identify them,
knows no medical history or an emergency contact.
This is where MyChoice comes to the rescue. They assist seniors with
obtaining knowledge about health care and Advanced Care Planning
including a living will, health care power of attorney, a do not resuscitate order, donor registry and guardian of estate.
Come to a seminar at the Brecksville Human Services Center where the
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To qualify for the program please bring your Medicare card and any
other medical insurance card like supplemental insurance, your driver’s
license and a list of your medications.
A reservation is necessary. Please reserve your spot by calling Human
Services at 526-2499 by January 18.
You can get more information at mychoicesolution.com. q

Generosity Evident In
Four Local Communities
The 35th Annual Yuletide Hunger Program distributed food and gifts
to 134 households totaling more than 400 people in need in Brecksville,
Broadview Hts., Seven Hills and Independence.
Distribution day was Saturday, December 9.
The Yuletide Hunger Program was founded by Brecksville resident
Dave Mansbery, a lifetime honorary member and past president of the
Advisory Board to the Brecksville Department of Human Services.
The program is indebted to individuals, organizations and companies
for their donations and to the countless people who give their time and
energy to make this immense task happen, especially Yuletide Week Coordinators, Ken Orchard and Judy Lewis.
The committee would also like to thank the Brecksville-Broadview
Heights City Schools. The schools are the primary collection points for
the food, and the students, faculty and administrators donate a tremendous amount of time and money to the program. q

The Doc of Rock and Roll Returns!

Dr. Joel Keller, “The Doc of Rock and Roll,” is coming back to the
Brecksville Human Services Center to tell us about “Rock and Roll
History – The Cleveland Connection.” Joel will tell us about Cleveland’s
influence on the early days of Rock and Roll, the 50’s, and up to the
present day including the Rock Hall.
It all happens on Wednesday, February 28 starting at 11 am at the Human Services Center, 2 Community Drive in Brecksville.
Call 526-2499 to reserve your space.

Seniors of the Year

It’s time for nominations for the Brecksville Senior Volunteer Man and
Woman of the Year sponsored by the Department of Human Services
and the Brecksville Kiwanis Club. Pick up a nomination form at the
Human Services Center. Deadline for nominations is
March 16. The annual Volunteer of the Year luncheon is Tuesday,
May 15 at noon at the Human Services Center.
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Brecksville Firefighter’s Association Presents…

An Evening
at the Races
(for entertainment purposes only)

Friday, February 23
St. Savas Serbian Orthodox Church
2151 W. Wallings Road
Doors Open at 6:30pm
Post Time at 8:00pm
Buffet Dinner before the Races
Beer and Soda Provided
10 Full Color Races
10th Race is Auction Race
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And the W
Winners of the 7th Annual Family Gingerbread House
Decorating Competition at the Community Center were
chosen by the members on December 23, 2017. There were

Donation $20/person Adults Only
For Information Call 440-526-2640
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3rd Prize was awarded to Enzo & Susan Paoletta

“Conversation with the Mayor”

Brecksville Mayor Jerry Hruby extends an invitation to City
residents to his “Conversation with the Mayor” at the Human
Services Center on Tuesday, February 20 at 2 pm. The event will
be hosted by the Department of Human Services.
A Conversation with the Mayor is an opportunity for residents,
especially older and physically challenged residents, to hear directly
from Mayor Hruby about current and future issues facing the City
as well as current and future City projects. It’s also a chance to get
on the spot answers to citizen questions.
Free cookies, coffee and tea!
The Department of Human Services will provide transportation
for older and physically challenged residents. The Department asks
that residents call one week in advance for transportation to and
from the Human Services Center. Call 526-2499. q

Mayor Hruby’s
State of the City Address

Brecksville Mayor Jerry N. Hruby will review the City’s 2017
highlights and accomplishments and bring you up to date on
what is happening in 2018 when he delivers his annual State of
the City address on Wednesday, February 21.
The Brecksville Chamber of Commerce will again sponsor the
event at the Brecksville Human Services Center. Doors open at
6:00 pm.
At 7:00 pm the program will begin with the presentation of the
Chamber’s annual Citizen of the Year Award.
Following the presentation Mayor Hruby will deliver his address
which will include a question and answer session. q

Empty Bowls Dinner

Tuesday, February 13 from 5-7:30pm
Every winter the Kiwanis Club of Brecksville and the Lions Club
of Broadview Heights hold their highly successful “Empty Bowls”
dinner to raise money for Brecksville Pantry and Lend a Hand.
Brecksville Pantry, one of the two beneficiaries supplies food
monthly to about 20 households in Brecksville.
This year’s event is Tuesday, February 13 from 5:00 to 7:30 pm
at the Cuyahoga Valley Career Center at Brecksville and Wallings
Roads.
The dinner is spartan in order to emphasize the ongoing need

to feed less fortunate people right here in our area. Participants
“dine” on a bowl of soup, bread and a salad. The food is donated
by area restaurants. Kiwanis could not do this without them.
Guests will also be able to keep a handcrafted bowl made by local
artisans to commemorate the evening.
Tickets are $15 per person and can be purchased from any
Brecksville Kiwanis member or at The Framer’s Gallery in
Brecksville Town Center. Tickets will not be sold at the door since
the event has been a sellout for five consecutive years. q

Winners Are…
12 total entries and all of the houses were spectacular, which
made the judging very difficult. Each prize winner was awarded
a Target gift card. q

2nd Prize was awarded toThe Popielski Family

1st Prize was awarded to Theresa & Emma Tytko
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Safety & Service

Critter Control
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

Cold Weather Tips for Pets
Dogs and outdoor cats need some special attention in the cold weather.
If a dog or cat spends a good amount of time outside some shelter and
water must be provided.
Pets spending lots of time outside need a house elevated off the ground
with straw or other bedding inside. Fresh water is a must. Dogs left in
cars during the winter are fine, they are protected from the wind and
their coat keeps them comfortable.

Our Safety Forces Need to
Find You…Fast!

The Fire Department and the Police Department remind you to always
have the door number of your address in plain sight at the curb in
case of emergency.
Every second counts when they’re trying to find your home.
The most visible place of course is your mailbox. Make sure the number
is large enough with reflective numbers facing the direction in which
the fire engine, ambulance or police car will be approaching. Be sure to
have numbers on both sides if they could be approaching from either
direction.q

If you walk your dog in salted areas make sure you rinse their paws
at home or you can always purchase boots for dogs, as the salt can be
irritating to their skin.
Sometimes dogs do not get enough exercise in the winter. This can be
especially hard for a high energy dog. In any case, you may consider a
dog day care or play date with a compatible dog. A class in obedience,
tricks or agility is a way to exhaust your dog.
Here are a couple of tips on wildlife:
Sometimes a warm car engine can attract a cat or small wildlife to climb
up under the hood of the car.
Remember to hit the hood or blow the horn before starting your car,
this will help scare an animal out from under the hood. Another winter
tip is to make sure tree limbs are not overhanging your roof.
Raccoons and squirrels don’t need access to your roof.
Make sure you have a good chimney cap or you may
find a nest in the chimney.
And speaking of access, make sure
your dryer vent doesn’t allow access
to your home. q

City Calendar
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January
15 MLK Day, All City Offices Are Open
16  City Council Meeting 8 pm
17  Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
22 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm
25 Planning Commission  7 pm
February
3  Father Daughter Dance 7-9 pm Community Ctr.
6 City Council Meeting 8 pm
8 Planning Commission  7 pm
12 Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm

Natural Gas and Electricity Update

The rate on your January bill from Dominion Energy Ohio should be
no higher than $2.75. Everyone should have NOPEC for gas. If you are
on NOPEC but your rate is $3.98 you are on the “program rate.” Call
NOPEC at 855-667-3201 and ask to be put on the variable rate.
Winter weather has already given us single digit temperatures for an
extended period of time, but even so it’s predicted that gas rates will
remain around $300 per mcf or lower..
Your electricity rate should be no higher than .0556 cents per kilowatt
hour. If it is .0606 cents you’re on the program rate. Call NOPEC at
855-667-3201 and ask to be put on the variable rate. That rate will
probably go up during the summer months.
If you are using Titan for electricity or have any other questions please
call Ted at 526-2499. q

13 Kiwanis Empty Bowls CVCC 5 pm
14 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
15 Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
19 President’s Day, City Offices Closed
Community Ctr.  10 am-5 pm
20  Conversation with the Mayor, Human Services, 2 pm
21  Mayor Hruby’s State of the City Address,
Human Services 6 pm
22  Dept. of Human Services Volunteer Tea Noon
Planning Commission 7 pm
23 Brecksville Firefighter’s Night at the Races
26 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm

About Town
Have You Picked Up Your
2018 Brecksville City Calendar?

There are new Service Department rules in the calendar pertaining to
recycling pick ups. The most significant change is the recycling pick ups
will be every other week instead of the 1st and 3rd or 2nd and 4th week.
There will no longer be a Brush pickup in April. All brush will be picked
up with the weekly rubbish collection during the yard waste season.
Please stop by the Community Center, Human Services or City Hall to
pick up the calendar. It is available to all residents and it’s free! q

Brecksville Library Programs
MEET AUTHOR DAVID GIFFELS
Saturday, January 13 from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
The acclaimed Akron author will discuss his new book, Furnishing
Eternity, a powerful memoir about confronting mortality, surviving loss,
and finding resilience in one’s Midwest roots. Registration required.
TRAVELIN’ TUESDAYS: ISLAND OF RHODES
Tuesday, January 16 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Tom Sampliner shows us the cultural and natural beauty of this ancient
area. Sponsored by the Friends of the Brecksville Library.
DROP IN AND DOWNLOAD
Thursday, January 18 from 5:30 to 8:30 pm

The Brecksville Theatre Presents…
Love Letters ...
A play by A. R. Gurney that was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for
Drama. The play centers on two characters, Melissa Gardner and Andrew Makepeace Ladd III. Using the epistolary form sometimes found in
novels, they sit side by side at tables and read the notes, letters and cards
– in which over nearly 50 years, they discuss their hopes and ambitions,
dreams and disappointments, victories and defeats – that have passed
between them throughout their separated lives.

The Vagina Monologues...
is an episodic play written by Eve Ensler, which began in 1996 at the
Off-Broadway Westside Theatre after a limited run at HERE Arts Center.
The play delves into consensual and nonconsensual sexual experiences,
body image, genital mutilation, direct and indirect encounters with reproduction, sex work, and several other topics through the eyes of women
with various ages, races, sexualities, etc. Charles Isherwood of The New
York Times called the play “probably the most important piece of political
theater of the last decade.”
Performance dates:
February 1 at 7:00 pm – Love Letters
February 2 at 7:00 pm –Vagina Monologues
February 3 at 7:00 pm – Love Letters/Vagina Monologues

Learn how to borrow free eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, movies
and music from our Digital Collection anytime, anywhere. Bring your
device and passwords to the Library and our staff will get you started.
WEDNESDAY EVENING BOOK DISCUSSION
Wednesday, January 24 at 7:30 pm
Join us for a casual and lively discussion of A Piece of the World by
Christina Baker Kline. Please register if you are new to the group.
THURSDAY MORNING READERS
Thursday, January 25 at 10:00 am
Join us for a casual and lively discussion of A Piece of the World by
Christina Baker Kline. Please register if you are new to the group.
HEALTHFUL EATING
Thursday, January 25 from 7:00 to 8:45 pm
Participants learn about ways that informed dietary choices can help
prevent or relieve diseases, and investigate how modern farming and
agriculture practices contribute to present-day health concerns.
Registration required.
EnergYou
Tuesday, January 30 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm
The Neighborhood Housing Services of Greater Cleveland will discuss
a wide range of issues that influence our everyday energy consumption
and explore ways in which we can reduce our monthly expenses.
Registration required. q

February 4 at 2:00 pm – Love Letters/Vagina Monologues
February 9 at 7:00 pm –Love Letters/Vagina Monologues
February 10 at 7:00 pm –Love Letters/Vagina Monologues
February 11 at 2:00 pm –Love Letters/Vagina Monologues
February 16 at 7:00 pm – Love Letters
February 17 at 7:00 pm –Vagina Monologues
February 18 at 2:00 pm –Love Letters/Vagina Monologues
Call the Brecksville Theatre at 736-7749 for ticket information or go to
https://www.thebrecksvilletheatre.org q

City Offices Holiday Hours
Brecksville City Hall, the Service Department and the
Human Services Center will be closed in observance of
Presidents Day on Monday, February 19. The Community
Center will be open from 10 am to 5 pm.
Rubbish and recycling pickups will be on Tuesday, February 20. Whenever there is a City holiday, rubbish pickup
will be the next business day.

17

Recreation
Fitness

5:55 am

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Spinning® - Belinda

Spinning® - Rhonda

Spinning & Strength - Rhonda

Spinning® - Rhonda

Spinning® - Belinda

Cross Train Challenge - Rhonda

Sunday

Cross Train Challenge - Rhonda

7:30 am
8:00 am

Saturday

Yoga - Denise*
FREE Core Class - Lori

Yoga Stretch - Dana

Yoga Stretch - Dana

Power Yoga - Chris

Spinning® - Kristin
Super Sculpt- Rhonda

8:30 am

Spinning® & Strength - Lori

Spinning®-Erin

Spinning® & Strength -Erin

Spinning® - Rhonda
Spinning® - Erin

9:00 am
9:15 am

Yoga - Denise

9:30 am

Strength & Cardio - Lori

Yoga - Liz

Slow Flow Yoga - Mary Pat

Vin & Yin Yoga - Liz

Zumba - Halle

Body 360 - Christy

Strength & Cardio - Lori

Barre - Christy

All Levels Yoga - Dana

Spinning® - Angie

TGIF Body 360 - Christy
Spinning® - Shelby

10:15 am

Power Yoga - Dana
10:45 am

4:30 pm

FREE Senior Yoga- Mary Pat

FREE Seniors In Motion - Charlie

FREE Stretch & Balance

FREE Seniors In Motion -

FREE Senior Yoga - Dana/Christina

Class - Charlie

Charlie

FREE Tai Chi - Li Zhang

Spinning®-Rhonda

4:45 pm

Spinning® - Kristin
Circuit - Lori

5:45 pm

Barre - Christy

6:00 pm

Slow Flow Yoga - Mary Pat

6:30 pm

FREE Tai Chi - Li Zhang

Circuit - Lori

Exercise for
Your Health!

All Levels Yoga - Mary Pat
Spinning® - Angie

7:00 pm

The C
i

Tony Niccoli introduced us to this widely-acclaimed program, which incorporates all the
Best Practices recommended by the US
Soccer Association. The written curriculum
provides age-appropriate activities based
on the cognitive, psycho-motor, psycho-social and emotional stage of each age-group.
Each
session will be instructed by BSA staff
cc
e
and
Brecksville
– Broadview Hts. Soccer
d
er Aca
players.
U3 Academy (ages 3) is a parent-child program
for children ages 3-4 who are interested in having fun and
learning the fundamentals of soccer. The program allows children the
opportunity to work one-on-one with a parent, teaches a variety of soccer
skills, offers exercises that become increasingly more challenging as the
class progresses children show improvement, and the class is taught with
fun, safe, developmentally appropriate equipment.

my

So

Beth has been a Licensed Massage Therapist for
16 ½ years. Beginning her career as a Physical
Therapist Assistant she saw the need to focus
more intently on the body to promote health
and wellbeing. Her continuing education credits
include Muscle Energy and Myofascial Release
Techniques for postural alignment; Reiki (Master
Level) and Traditional Chinese Medicine (1 year
foundation training with Eden Energy Medicine)
to assist with bioelectric harmonizing; Pre/Post
Natal Massage (Nurturing the Mother); and just
recently (12-2017) completed T’ai Chi for Rehabilitation (Dr. Paul Lam’s program) to combine
both physical and energetic body balancing.
Call Beth directly and schedule your appointment
today! 216-372-6056 She is located on the 2nd
floor of Brecksville Human Services, hours are by
appointment.

Brecksville Socc
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y
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Welcome Beth Kopniske,
LMT to Restoring Touch
LLC, Therapeutic Massage &
Bodywork
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Slow Flow Yoga - Alyce

U5 Academy (ages 4 and 5) will engage in the ABCs of player movement—Agility, Balance and Coordination. The ball will be used in most
April 14-May 19
Ages

Times

Activity #

Ages U3

9:15am-10:00am

321961 03

Ages U5

10:00am-11:00am

321961 05

Ages U7

11:00am-12:00pm

321961 07

Ages U8

9:00am - 12:00pm

321961 08

Pee Wee Basketball

Ages 5-8
Dates
Day
Times
3/10 - 4/28
Saturday
9:00am-1:00pm
Registration through February 20. No Class 3/31-4/7

Taekwondo Winter Session Dates
Activity #
311461-88

Session I - Tuesday, January 2 through Saturday, February 24
Session II - Tuesday, February 27 through Saturday, April 28

Little Dribblers

Cost

$55 for BCC Members
$65 for Residents
$75 for Non-Residents
Description The Pee Wee Basketball program is a 6 week program for both boys
and girls in Kindergarten through 2nd Grade. The program takes place on Saturdays
between 9:00am and 4:00pm at the Brecksville Community Center. (We will know
exact times once the number of teams is determined). The program is broken into three
separate divisions: Kindergartners are in one division; 1st graders in another and 2nd
graders are in a third division. Every Saturday each team will be paired with another
team in their division to play with and against for 1 hour.
The first part of the playing time focuses on skill development through practice and
drills.
The second part of the playing time allows for game time between the two teams. The
program focus is to develop children’s skills in dribbling, passing, shooting, and understanding the principles of the game (positions, offense/defense, etc.).

Ages 3-5 year olds
Dates
Days
3/7-4/11
Wednesday
3/7-4/11
Wednesday
Registration through Febuary 23.

Time
6 - 7 pm
7 - 8 pm

Activity #
313241-31
313241-32

Cost $40 for BCC members, $50 for residents and $60 for non-residents
Description Little Dribblers is a parent-child program for children ages 3-5 who
are interested in having fun and learning the fundamentals of basketball, taught
by Cleveland Basketball School/NBA trainer Robbie Hauhght and Staff. Little
Dribblers allows children the opportunity to work one-on-one with a parent, teaches a
variety of basketball skills, offers exercises that become increasingly more challenging as the class progresses and children show improvement, and is taught with fun,
safe, developmentally appropriate equipment.
Location: Brecksville Community Center Field House Gym
For more information, please contact Jack Abbruzzese at 546-2007.

cer Academy Spring Program
activities to facilitate body-movement and ball
control. These players will play 1v1 and 2v2 games. Constant activity will
be the target, so balls will be in continuous play.
U7Academy (ages 6 and 7) will engage in small-sided games with 4v4
being the best format, but 3v3 and 5v5 might also be employed for older
players. Their training will be games-based with a variety of competitive
games that will challenge players to learn the tactics of the game—how to
get a team shape; how to avoid pressure by passing back; how to defend;
how to switch the ball to the side with less pressure.
U8 League (ages 7 and 8) will serve as an introduction to traditional
league play in a 4v4 setting. One training session weekly and games to
be played on Saturday mornings. Teams will travel to Shaker Heights and
surrounding communities, games will be played at Blossom Hill turf field
and away sites. Teams will be formed and volunteer coaches will manage
teams. This division will help grow the “club” concept and stress individual
player development and team concept. Practices to begin early April.
Players are responsible for purchasing their own shin guards and cleats.

Girls Volleyball

Ages 6-8 grade
Dates
Day
Times
2/5 - 3/5
M,W
5:15 - 6:45 pm
Registration: January 2. No Class on 2/19

Activity #
311851-12

Cost

$55 for BCC Members
$65 for Residents
$75 for Non-Residents
Description Bump, Set, Spike! The Brecksville Recreation Department offers a
volleyball clinic for girls in grades 3-8. Girls will develop skills, learn proper volleyball
techniques and have a great time playing matches. The clinic is instructed by a
former Junior Olympic Player/Coach and Collegiate Player.

Gym Time
Cost: U3

Cost: U5 & U8

Resident Members - $40

Resident Members - $65

Residents - $50

Residents - $75

Non-Residents - $60

Non-Residents - $85

Dates
Days
Time
Through May1
M/W/F
10:30 am-1:30 pm
Join the fun! Bring your kids in for fun and games and let them burn off some energy.
Various toys and equipment will be available for use in the fieldhouse. Bring your
lunch and eat with your friends, too! There is no Gym Time when school is canceled due to weather conditions or scheduled school holidays.
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Recreation

Kids n Company I

Location Human Services Therapy Pool
This class is designed for children 6 months to 2 years of age. A responsible adult
participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany each child during all
class sessions.
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
3/7- 5/2*
Wednesday
12:00 - 12:30 pm
322161-31
3/8-5/3
Thursday
6:45 - 7:15pm
322161-41
3/3-5/5
Saturday
12:00 - 12:30 pm
322161-61
*hybrid
No Classes on 3/31-4/7
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50

Kids n Company II

Location Human Services Therapy Pool
This class is designed for children 2 years to 4 years of age. A responsible adult
participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany each child during all
class sessions. Water exploration is encouraged, having fun is mandatory!
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
3/8-5/3
Thursday
7:15 - 7:45 pm
322162-41
3/3-5/5
Saturday
12:30 - 1:00 pm
322162-61
No Classes on 3/31-4/7
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50
NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear swim diapers in the water
at all times. No child suffering from diarrhea will be allowed to participate in the
program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at the Community Center front
desk if needed.

Preschool I

This class is designed for children 31/2 - 5 years of age. Please refer to the website for
more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation.
Location: BCC
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
3/6 -5/1
Tuesday
5:45 - 6:20 pm
322163-21
3/3 -5/5
Saturday
11:00 - 11:35 am
322163-61
No Classes on 3/31-4/7
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50

Learn to Swim Levels 1-6

Location Brecksville Community Center
Level 1
Dates
Day
Time
3/6 - 5/1
Tuesday
5:45 - 6:35pm
3/3 - 5/5
Saturday
11:00 - 11:50am
Level 2
Dates
Day
Time
3/6 - 5/1
Tuesday
4:45 - 5:35 pm
3/6 - 5/1
Tuesday
5:45 - 6:35pm
3/3 - 5/5
Saturday
10:00 - 10:50am
3/3 -5/5
Saturday
11:00 - 11:50 am
Level 3
Dates
Day
Time
3/6 - 5/1
Tuesday
4:45 - 5:35 pm
3/6 - 5/1
Tuesday
5:45 - 6:35pm
3/3 - 5/5
Saturday
10:00 - 10:50am
3/3 -5/5
Saturday
11:00 - 11:50 am

Activity #
322261-22
322261-62
Activity #
322261-21
322262-22
322262-61
322262 62
Activity #
322263-21
322263-22
322263-61
322263-62

Level 4
Dates
3/6 - 5/1
3/6 - 5/1
3/3 - 5/5
3/3 -5/5

Day
Tuesday
Tuesday
Saturday
Saturday

Time
4:45 - 5:35 pm
5:45 - 6:35pm
10:00 - 10:50am
11:00 - 11:50 am

Activity #
322264-21
322264-22
322264-61
322264-62

Level 5
Dates
3/6 - 5/1
3/3 - 5/5

Day
Tuesday
Saturday

Time
4:45 - 5:35 pm
10:00 - 10:50am

Activity #
322265-21
322265-61

Level 6.1
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
3/6 - 5/1
Tuesday
4:45 - 5:35 pm
322266-21
3/3 - 5/5
Saturday
10:00 - 10:50am
322266-61
No Classes on 3/31-4/7
Registration begins 2/1 for residents and 2/8 for non-residents.
Fees: Community Center Member $45, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $55

Preschool II

This class is designed for children 31/2 - 5 years of age. Please refer to the website for
more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation.
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
3/6 -5/1
Tuesday
4:45 - 5:20pm
322164-21
3/3 -5/5
Saturday
10:00 - 10:35 am
322164-61
No Classes on 3/31-4/7
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50
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Age: 3 months - 5 years
Monday’s 10am -1pm & Thursday’s 11am-2pm
Looking for a fun and exciting daytime activity to do with your
child?
Then drop in to our swim time! We provide water toys, games
and approved life jackets in the pool. Swim time can help your
child develop a comfort level in the water.
FREE for BCC members, $2 per family for residents and $4 per family for nonresidents There is no swim time when the schools are not in session.

Competitive Swim Program

Location BCC Indoor Pool
3/5-4/30
Monday
6:00pm - 7:15pm
3/9 - 5/4
Friday
6:00pm - 7:15pm
Class will not meet on 4/2 and 4/6

322362-11
322362-51

This is a quarterly offered program for Fall, Winter and Spring that will focus on
competitive swim techniques and endurance for youth. This program is considered an
extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.
• Times and days of program offerings will vary from season to season.
• It is designed for those that have participated in at least the Level 5 Learn-to-Swim
or equivalent.
• This program is restricted to Brecksville residents only.
• This program is not offered to high school swimmers during the State of Ohio Swim
Team season.
• Sessions will be scheduled for eight (8) meetings.
• Each offering is considered a separate session with separate fees. Participants
should only register for sessions that they can attend.
• The program requires participants to perform continuous lap swimming. Participants
should be able to swim a minimum of ten (10) continuous laps before registering.
The instructors or other Aquatic Staff may recommend participants continue Learnto-Swim before advancing to this program.
Fees: Community Center Member, $20.00

Private Swim Lessons

Private swim lessons are available at the Brecksville Community Center for anyone
3 years and older. Private lessons are taught by American Red Cross Water Safety
Instructors.
Private swim lessons (1 on 1) and semi-private lessons (2 on 1) may be requested
through the aquatics department by filling out the “Request for Private Lesson” form.
Lessons are limited to the availability of staff, the preferred days and times of the
student, and also the open swim schedule. Private swim lessons are more likely to
take place in the summer and during times of the year when we have the most staff
available. Requests are not guaranteed to be picked up by an instructor. You should
not purchase a private swim lesson package until an instructor has contacted you
and a class has been scheduled.
Semi-private lessons are available for two children with the same swimming skills.
Both participants must attend each lesson together. If one student does not appear
for a class, either the class will be cancelled or an additional class will be deducted
from the student taking the lesson. The Brecksville Community Center staff does not
organize students for a semi-private lesson.
Non-members are not permitted to use the pool or other areas of the facility before
or after the lesson unless signed in as a guest and the guest fee is paid.
A no call and no show will result in a class being deducted from your pass.
The following prices are for six – 30 minutes classes.
Private Lessons		
Semi-Private Lessons
Member................................$102
$66......................... per student
Resident (includes B Hts.)....$120
$81......................... per student
Non-Resident.......................$160
$96......................... per student

Aqua Easter
Egg Hunt
Friday, March 23
Join us for our 4th Annual Aqua Easter Egg Hunt! There will be floating eggs
and sinking eggs for the hunters to find. One “magic” egg per age group will earn
the hunter a special prize. The Aqua Egg Hunt will take place in the Human Services
Therapy Pool. It is a warm water shallow pool.
All participants will receive prizes. We will also have a craft for children to do before
or after the Hunt!
We will provide a bag for the hunter to collect their eggs.
CHILDREN UNDER 6 Years old MUST HAVE A TRUSTED ADULT IN THE
WATER. If your child is 6 or older and is not a strong swimmer, a trusted adult is
required to be in the water. Our lifeguards must watch everyone that is in the pool
so you are the only one able to watch your child 100% of the time. Life jackets are
permitted to be worn by children WITH an adult in the water.
Section
Age
Time
Activity Number
Section A
6 mos.-18 mos.
5:30-6:00 pm
322661-00
Section B
18 mos.-36 mos.
6:00-6:30 pm
322661-01
Section C
3-4 yrs
6:30-7:00 pm
322661-02
Section D
5-6 yrs.
7:00-7:30 pm
322661-03
Section E
7-8 yrs.
7:30-8:00 pm
322661-04
***BCC pool
Section F
8-12 yrs.
8:30-9:00 pm
322661-05
Children that are not potty trained must wear a swim diaper. Swim diapers are
available for purchase at the front desk of the Community Center.
Cost: $5 Brecksville Community Center Members
$6 Brecksville Residents
$7 Non-Residents
*No third child discount for special events.

With the Cold Temperatures
This Winter…
Join the Community Center Where the Pool
Temperature is 83°— You Can Get a Taste of
Summer, Palm Trees Included!
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Horticulture

Putting the Public in Public Gardens

This time last year I wrote about a time-honored way to get new
ideas for the garden – thumbing through nursery catalogs on dark
winter days. We use those same ugly days to make travel and
vacation plans for the coming year. Combine the two…visiting
public gardens on your travels! Catalogs are great places to find
new plants but gardens provide the opportunity to see plant combinations and complete landscapes. And in public gardens, those
new plants that catch your eye are labelled – you can make note
of the name to do more research at your convenience.
I have visited public gardens for inspiration and ideas throughout my career. This area has many to choose from: Holden
Forests and Gardens, Stan Hywet Hall, Metroparks Zoo, Kingwood Center, and Fellows Riverside Garden (one of my favorites)
to name a few. Day trips are convenient but I want to focus on
some gardens I’ve been fortunate enough to visit that are a bit
farther afield.
My daughter lives in Boston within a healthy walking distance
of the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University. We make a pilgrimage there each time I visit – she to enjoy the park-like setting
and me to look at exotic plants and the landscapes in which they
are growing. Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, this 281 acre
garden is one of the larger links in Boston’s own Emerald Necklace. Established in 1872 as a teaching aid, the living collection is
mostly arranged by plant family.
I also have family (and grew up in) the Atlanta area, home of
its namesake Botanical Garden located in Midtown’s Piedmont
Park. Though only about 30 acres and established only in the
late 70s, this jewel is a feast for the eyes! The Japanese Garden is
well-established and very well done. Since the landscape plants
are selected for the sub-tropics, Ohioans will see lots of specimens
we can’t even think about growing outside but the inspiration is
still there. The glass houses are also spectacular.
A nephew recently moved to Denver. Visits there included a
hike to 12,000 feet within site of the Continental Divide and a

by Charles Owen

couple of full days at the Denver Botanical Garden. The mountain
hike provided views of landscapes I will never be able to put in
my gardens (maybe those lichen-covered rocks…), but the DBG’s
extensive plantings, both in the ground and in containers, gave me
plenty of ideas about choice individual plants and useful combinations. The high level of maintenance seen here was the most
outstanding feature to me.
The trend should be apparent: I visit public gardens while
mooching off of relatives. If I could just persuade one of my nieces
to move to Chicago…
The Windy City is home to both the Morton Arboretum and the
Chicago Botanical Garden. Both are worth visiting for expanding
your palette of plants that are suitable for our climate and soils.
Both institutions are also prime illustrations of another value provided to other gardeners – a source of original research. CBG, for
instance, runs plant trials and helps to introduce superior varieties
into the nursery industry under the trade name Chicagoland. The
Morton is well known not only for plant introductions but also for
in-depth research on soils and soil amendments. Coherent designs
of both of these public gardens are the result of using the advice of
landscape architects.
I could go on and on…Missouri Botanical in St. Louis, Indianapolis Museum of Art, Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew, Ontario and
Dublin…but the last I would like to mention has chosen a way to
design and arrange their gardens that is especially useful to the home
gardener. The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum outside the Twin
Cities has developed smaller-scale landscape “rooms” whose characters are very applicable in a residential setting. Landscape vistas so
inspiring in the larger gardens are usually impossible to replicate at
home.
Plant selection, landscape design ideas, original research…and inspiration – public gardens make great travel destinations. Can you
go on-line to visit gardens virtually? Probably, but then you can’t
smell the lavender!q

Brecksville Community Garden

BRECKSVILLE
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COMMUNITY GARDEN

The Brecksville Community Garden is just
wrapped up its second season. The most talked
about addition to the Garden (just ahead of
having more watering stations) is the pollinator garden that’s been planted just outside the
fence. Savvy gardeners know that pollinators
are critical to vegetable gardening. They understand that without pollinators we wouldn’t have
some of our vegetables!

While this pollinator garden is meant to attract
several kinds of pollinators (bees, flies, birds,
butterflies) it was designed especially to help
the Monarch butterfly. Monarch butterflies
are in trouble. They’re losing habitat – places
to live, feed, and bring up their young. The
Brecksville Garden is a certified Monarch WayStation. It contains those plants a Monarch
needs to lay eggs and feed its caterpillars (i.e.,
milkweed). These plants are host plants. But

o Featured Plant p
Winter King Hawthorn (Crataegus viridis ‘Winter King’)

The wild wind storm that swept through
this area on November 5 was devastating
in some spots. We were unable to predict
damage by geography but, as in other wind
storms, we could predict damage by tree
species. Wherever there are Bradford pear
trees in the 30-foot plus range, there we
found extensive damage. We cleaned up
quite a few street trees and residents did
their share as well.
Bradford pears have many features to

recommend them: a tidy, almost manicured silhouette; an abundance of white
flowers in the spring; glossy, mostly
pest-free summer foliage; great fall color
with minimal fruit set. The well-known
structural weakness in these trees is mostly
a result of nursery production practices
rather than genes but some are better than
others. One that, when properly pruned
in the nursery, is a good choice is known
as ‘Cleveland Select.’
A great substitute for ornamental pear
is this nearly-thornless hawthorn, Winter
King. This cultivar is selected from a species native to this area and has proven to
be an excellent performer in the landscape.
It was introduced by the Simpson Nursery
Company of Vincennes, Indiana in 1955.
The tree will mature at about 20 to 25 feet
in both height and width with a characteristic horizontal branching pattern.
Like the pears it has good form, lots of
spring flowers, clean summer leaves and
decent fall color. In addition, the bark
and major stems are a bit mottled with

shades of green to ornament the winter
landscape. (You Latin scholars will note
that this bark character is announced in
the scientific name – viridis means green.)
Fruit set in the fall is attractive and hangs
on at least through early winter. Some gardeners dislike the fleshy fruit but our native
wildlife has a different opinion about the
utility of fresh and persistent fruit.
We have used Winter King Hawthorn in
a number of areas – a group of three was
planted just north of the gas well at the
Community Center in 2009. q

Invites Friendly Pollinators in 2018
it also includes nearly 20 other kinds of plants
that provide nectar for adult butterflies and all
the other pollinators we hope to attract.
This garden was created through a partnership
among the City of Brecksville (whose Service
Department employees prepared the planting
bed), the Community Garden Education Committee (who designed the garden and decided
what plants to include), and the Chippewa
Garden Club (who financed the plant purchases and helped with the planting).

Maintenance of the Garden will be done by the
Community Garden plotholders, who totally
believe in the benefits of weed therapy.
The Garden may look sparse now, but just wait
a season or two. We’re expecting lots of future
insect activity.
Plot renewals for the Garden will begin in February 2018. If you don’t have a plot and would
like to be put on the wait list, send an email to:
communitygarden@brecksville.oh.us q
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City Hall

City Hall .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
Mayor/Safety Director
Jerry N. Hruby .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-7646
Law Department
David J. Matty, Law Director  .  .  .  .  .
526-4351
City Prosecutor/Assistant Law
Director
Sergio DiGeronimo .  .  .  .  . 546-9200
Clerk of Courts
Shelley Kazimore .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2620

Finance Department
Virginia Price, Director  .  . 526-4351
Police Department,
William Goodrich, Chief
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900

Building Department
Scott Packard, Bldg. Commissioner
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2630
Department of Recreation
Tom Tupa, Director  .  .  .  .  . 546-2300

Animal Warden
Cliffette Thacker  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900

Department of Human Services
Steve Paciorek, Director . 526-2499

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2640

Purchasing Department
Rebecca Riser, Director  . 526-4351

City Engineer
Gerald Wise .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Cemetery Sexton
Kristen Kouri  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2603

Service Department  .  .  .  . 526-1384

Brecksville Bulletin
Jinny Farr .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2319

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

City Council

Mike Harwood,

President .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 546-0521

Cuyahoga County Library
Brecksville Branch.  .  .  .  . 526-1102

Brecksville Metroparks Nature
Center.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1012

Board of Education Office
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 740-4000

Brecksville Service Department
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1384

Brecksville Center for the Arts
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-6232

Brecksville-Broadview Heights
Post Office.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 838-5191

Louis N. Carouse, Jr. .  .  .  . res. 526-4963

Brecksville Community Center
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2300

Human Services Center.526-2499

Jack Petsche  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-8281

Independence License Bureau
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (216) 642-1373

Gerald F. Broski  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-2068

Brecksville Historical Association
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-7165
The Brecksville Theatre
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 736-7749

Regional Income Tax Agency
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-0900
Recycling Department. . 526-2643

Laura Redinger,
Vice-President .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 717-1531

Dennis Rose .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-7595
Kim Veras  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 717-0868
Tammy Tabor, Clerk .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Get Brecksville Information on the web www.brecksville.oh.us,
on Spectrum Channel 1020 and now on Facebook
(City of Brecksville Ohio)

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

