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The City of Brecksville Ohio

A  C I T I Z E N ’ S  U P D A T E  F R O M  T H E  C I T Y  O F  B R E C K S V I L L E

Angela Schwindt, a home schooling mom 
from Oregon, once wrote these priceless 
words, “While we try to teach our children 
all about life, our children teach us what life 
is all about.”

A wonderful example of that happened 
recently when 9 year old Wendy from 
Brecksville and her mother came into the 
Brecksville Human Services Center and 
met senior center staffers Laura Kalinowski 
and Gina Cronauer. Mother and daughter 
brought a LOT of food. Why?

Well, recently Wendy celebrated her 
ninth birthday and as is usually the case, 
received money from friends and relatives 
for a birthday present. What did Wendy do 
with the money? Spend it on toys?  Save it 
for college? Nope.

Wendy decided she wanted to help peo-
ple and heard about the Brecksville Pantry 
which provides food every month to low 
income families in Brecksville.

She took her birthday money and went 
shopping at the grocery store and brought 
the food she picked out herself to the 
Human Services Center. Laura Kalinowski, 
Brecksville Pantry supervisor was floored 
and explained to Wendy (while fighting 
back tears) how her food donation would 
be used and how it gets to Brecksville 
families.

Congratulations to a wonderful little girl 
who already shows signs of growing up and 
to Wendy’s mom for teaching her early on 
what life truly is all about. q

You’re Gonna Love This!!!



On behalf of your city government, we hope you 
have had many enjoyable moments during the 
summer season which is about to transition into 
fall. With the COVID-19 pandemic, life has 
changed dramatically. We pray you remain in good 
health and that you remain safe. Our community 
has done much to limit the number of virus 
victims yet balancing the threat versus your day to 
day activities. We remain in the “least impacted” 

number of cases category. Please be safe and protect your families and 
friends by following the guidelines offered by the agencies overseeing this 
pandemic, especially by wearing a mask and keeping six feet apart. This is 
not the time to let down our defenses.

The Virus and Us
September 8 is back to school and school activities. I know our city school 
district, private and parochial schools, preschool and daycare, colleges, 
universities all have dedicated as many resources and planning to limit 
the threat of the virus to students, teachers, staff and all that are part 
of their systems. It is a daily responsibility both in classes, participating 
in activities and of course at home.  We continue to provide updated 
information on the City’s web site. We are available for questions and 
information. Our safety forces continue to be prepared for each and every 
instance where they are called upon for assistance. Lastly, we pray for 
better days ahead and a return to the many things 
that were part of our lives before this pandemic.

New City Council Member
We welcome newly appointed City Council member 
Daryl Kingston. There were a number of outstanding 
residents who came forward and offered to serve out this unexpired term. 
I join City Council in thanking all who applied and ask that you continue 
your interest in your City and its government. We are very fortunate to 
have had so many dedicated members of our City serve on City Council 
the 50 plus years I have been associated with our City government. One 
of the integral parts of what has made our city the exceptional community 
it is are those who have given so much of themselves to the service of our 
residents.

Shredding Day Is Back!!!
Shredding Day will be on Saturday, September 12, from 9:00 am to 
12 noon. COVID-19 protection policies will be in place for this event. 
Shredding Day will be behind City Hall instead of on the Municipal 
parking lot. Watch the City web site at brecksville.oh.us for details. Please 
let me remind you that we request and will appreciate a nonperishable 
food donation for our Brecksville Pantry. This is not mandatory but 
voluntary. Please verify that the nonperishable item has not expired. 
Those who benefit from the pantry donations are very grateful to our 
residents who by their donations make this program possible.

Coming Up
Plans are being made for our Boo-ville Halloween event and drive-in 
movie. This event, although in a different format, will be held Saturday, 
October 24. Watch for the announcement and more details.

Mayor’s Message
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Council President Report

On Election Day, November 3, the Community Center will be closed 
except for voting. You still have time to register to vote if you are not a 
registered voter. Go to www.boe.cuyahogacounty.gov to register on line. If 
you are a voter and wish to vote by absentee, you may also seek a mail-in 
ballot at this on line Board of Elections page.

Sherwin-Williams Update
Sherwin-Williams is moving forward with their Research and Development 
facility in our City which has been delayed because of the impact of 
the pandemic. With the City’s Community Improvement Corporation 
acquiring the adjacent Dalad property along I-77, legislation was 
required to include that property in the agreement with the DiGeronimo 
Companies. This is now a 190 acre site for Valor Acres which is nearing 
completion of the site preparation phase of its development. Progress is 
continuing toward the I-77 and Miller Road interchange expansion and 
improvements. Various legislation has been adopted by City Council 
authorizing our agreements with the parties, creating Tax Increment 
Financing and modifying our original agreements to include the Dalad/
Crowland properties.

Construction Updates
Construction of both the new Elementary School and Field House at 
Blossom Hill and the Community Center Natatorium expansion and new 
Outdoor Aquatics Center construction are progressing. All four projects 

will be excellent additions to our community. We 
look to open the Natatorium addition later this year, 
a dedication/grand opening is being planned.

Elsewhere…
I want to publically acknowledge the exemplary 

dedication and efficiency of our Safety Forces, meaning our Police and 
Fire/Paramedic staff. I also commend our City Service Department for the 
many, many projects that have been completed this summer; our streets 
and sidewalks program, improvements at Kids Quarters, maintenance of 
city properties and improvements to certain facilities, the list goes on and 
on. To the remaining staff and all other departments for their dedication 
and work under some very different and difficult circumstances, we 
thank them all, each and every one of our city family. Our community 
appreciates you and your service to our residents and visitors.

We are pleased with the feedback we have received regarding the 
Community Center with more and more members returning each week. 
We have taken all precautions to make our facility safe. Thank you for 
your comments and feel free to discuss any concerns with Director Tom 
Tupa or me personally. 

We held our first “Muni Lot Movie Night” on Friday, August 21, at the 
Municipal parking lot. I’d like to thank all who attended, as well as the 
wonderful show of support from residents through e-mails and messages 
after the event. Please watch for our next movie night coming soon! 
Congratulations and my sincere appreciation to the members of our city 
staff who made this event possible.

A Pause for Reflection
These recent months since March of 2020, have been difficult and most 
unusual times. They have been stressful and have caused much anxiety. 

      Mutual respect for  
the opinion of others  

must be foremost.
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Council President Report
On July 21, 2020, Brecksville City Council 

held a Public Hearing to consider the charge of 
gross misconduct, malfeasance, nonfeasance, in or 
disqualification for office by Councilperson John 
“Jack” Petsche. The Public Hearing considered 
the expulsion or removal of City Councilperson 
Jack Petsche.

Section 4 – Removal, of the Brecksville City 
Charter reads as follows:

“The Council shall be the judge of the election and qualifications of 
its own members. It may expel or remove any member for gross mis-
conduct or malfeasance or nonfeasance in or disqualification for office, 
or upon conviction while in office of a felony or other crime involving 
moral turpitude, or for violation of his oath of office, or persistent 
failure to abide by the rules of Council, or absence without justifiable 
excuse from three (3) consecutive regular meetings of Council, provid-
ed, however, that such expulsion or removal shall be upon concurrence 
of five (5) or more members of Council after public hearing upon the 
charge or charges brought; and provided, further, that the accused 
member shall have been notified in writing of the charge or charges 
against him at least fifteen (15) days in advance of such public hearing; 
and provided, further that he or his counsel shall have been given an 
opportunity to be heard, present evidence, and examine witnesses 
appearing in support of such charge or charges.

The decision of Council in expelling or removing a member of 
Council after compliance with this section shall be final and thereupon 
the office of any such removed or expelled member of Council shall be 
vacant.”

City Council’s Public Hearing began at 8:32 p.m. and was ad-
journed shortly after 3:00 a.m. when City Council passed a motion 
removing Jack Petsche as a member of Brecksville City Council. Vot-
ing in favor of the motion were Council President, Michael Harwood, 
Vice President, Laura Redinger, members Louis Carouse, Kim Veras, 
and Dominic Caruso. Voting no were Jack Petsche and Ann Koepke.

Section 5 – Vacancies, of the Brecksville City Charter reads as 
follows: 

“Whenever the office of a councilman shall become vacant for any 
reason, the vacancy shall be filled by a majority vote of all the remain-

continued on page 4

C i t y  C o u n C i l  R e p o R t s

ing members of the Council. If the Council shall not so fill such vacan-
cy within thirty (30) days after it has occurred, the power of Council 
to do so shall lapse and the Mayor shall make an appointment to fill 
such vacancy. Such appointee shall hold office for the unexpired term 
of the member in whose office the vacancy has occurred, or until the 
beginning of the term of a successor duly elected for the unexpired term 
at the next regular municipal election if (a) such election shall occur 
two (2) years or more prior to the expiration of the unexpired term, and 
(b) the vacancy shall have occurred more than ninety (90) days prior to 
such election.”

At Council’s regular meeting on August 4th, 2020, we created a 
short list, selecting eight of the twenty-two candidates. The short list of 
candidates is as follows: Thomas Collin, Gretchen Corp Jones, Arthur 
Ganim, Matthew Garito, Daryl Kingston, Randy Stephan, Frank Teleri-
co and Michael Ziegler.

On Tuesday, Aug 18th, 2020, City Council interviewed, publicly, 
the short list of candidates during the regularly scheduled Committee 
Meetings of City Council. Each of the selected candidates was given 
five minutes to make their presentation to Council for appointment, 
followed by a question and answer period.  Daryl Kingston, who resides 
on Crystal Creek Drive, was unanimously selected and legislation was 
adopted naming him to the vacant seat which expires January 1, 2022. 
Mayor Jerry N. Hruby then administered the oath of office to Mr. 
Kingston.

Mr. Kingston has served on the Brecksville Board of Zoning Appeals 
as a citizen member beginning in 2017. He and his wife, Nancy, are 
the proud parents of three boys, and have lived in the city for twelve 
years. City Council congratulates Councilman Kingston and welcome 
him to this new role. All members of Council, made it very clear that it 
was a very difficult decision considering the other candidates who were 
interviewed. On behalf of City Council, we appreciate and thank each 
of those residents who offered their resumes, and were willing to serve 
on City Council. Clearly there were many well qualified candidates.

Sincerely,

Mike Harwood, City Council President 

Our life styles have changed and what of those changes will stay in place, 
be altered, or abandoned remains to be seen in the months or even years 
to come. This is a great nation, no, not perfect, but one enriched by 
our history and our freedoms. Mutual respect for the opinion of others 
must be foremost. A person or group of people are not wrong because 
they do not agree with you and what you believe. We need to accept and 
acknowledge that there are differing opinions and we should respect the 
fact that although we may differ, we each have a right to our opinion. A 

combination of opinions can lead to compromise. Yes, there are many 
negative things impacting us daily but not enough to cancel the greatness 
of our people, the values of our people, and the freedoms of our people. 
When we disregard or blatantly ignore mutual respect for one another, we 
begin to erode our greatness, our values and our freedoms.

Jerry N. Hruby

Mayor
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Finance
The Finance Committee discussed and 
recommended approval of the following items 
to City Council during the June and July 2020 
meetings:

•	 A blanket vendor purchase order in the 
amount of $10,000 for miscellaneous supply 

and material purchases for the management of the COVID-19 re-
opening phases for the City.  

•	 A Resolution authorizing third quarter transfers and advance of funds 
for the fiscal year ending 12/31/2020.

•	 A Resolution amending Resolution 5037 to include Westfield Bank as 
an authorized depository.  

•	 An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 5277, making appropriations 
for current expenses during the fiscal year ending 12/31/2020.

•	 A Resolution adopting the alternate format Tax Budget for the year 
2021.  This is required to be completed by the Ohio Revised Code and 
represents the City’s first estimate of its anticipated financing resources 
for the upcoming year.  Additionally, this budget provides for the 
County’s review and approval of the City’s requested property tax rates.  
This is completed annually by July 15th.

•	 A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to submit an application for grant 
funding provided by the “Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act.” 

•	 Legislation was presented for the first and second reading at the July 7 
and July 21 meetings creating a Tax Increment Finance Agreement with 
the City to include the Dalad property (“Crowland Property”) This 
property is adjacent to the Valor Acres Property and the Community 
Improvement Corporation (“CIC”) is facilitating the purchase 
of the property.  This legislation is necessary as part of the overall 
development project.  

o An Ordinance authorizing a Second Amended and Restated 
Compensation Agreement with the BBHCSD

o An Ordinance repealing Ordinance No. 5311 and replacing it with 
a modified form of TIF agreement to include a portion of the land 
adjacent to the Valor Ares property and a portion of the Valor Acres 
property for the construction of the Sherwin Williams Research and 
Development Facility.

o An Ordinance creating a tax increment financing incentive pursuant 
to Ohio Revised Code 5709.40 and subsequently, after the City 
is able to acquire title to the adjacent site, adopt a tax increment 
financing incentive pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 5709. 41.  

o An Ordinance amending the development agreement with 
the Brecksville Community Improvement Corporation and 
DiGeronimo Development, LLC.

•	 An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 5277, making appropriations 
for current expenses during the fiscal year ending 12/31/2020.

•	 An increase to a blanket vendor purchase order in the amount $2,000 
to $4,500 for tennis instructors for our recreation program.  The 
purchase order was increased due to additional demand for the 
program.  

Additionally, the monthly professional service expenditures were 
approved in the amount of $41,820.74 and $46,032.52 for the months 
of June and July, respectively.    

Laura Redinger, Chairperson

Council Corner
Buildings & Grounds

In June and July, the Committee recommend-
ed, and Council approved the following:

•   An Ordinance accepting the lowest and 
best bid from Communications Company in the 
amount of $27,739.55 for the Access Control 
System for the Aquatics Center Expansion Proj-

ect. This project will provide an extension of the city’s existing DSX 
Integrated Security Management System.
•   An Ordinance accepting the lowest and best bid from Northeast-

ern Refrigeration in the amount of $57,540 for the HVAC Piping 
Replacement at Blossom Hill Building #7.

•   An Ordinance accepting the lowest and best bid from Precision 
Environmental Company in the amount of $31,640 for the City 
Hall Lower Level Firing Range Decommissioning & Attic Air 
Handler Replacement Project.

•   An Ordinance accepting the bid of Capitol Aluminum & Glass 
Corp., in the aggregate amount of $73,000 for the Window 
Replacement Project at Blossom Hill Building #7. During the pre-
award scope meeting, the representative from Capitol proposed 
three value engineering options for the city’s consideration, which 
resulted in a significant savings on the contract of $35,900.

Updates:
Central School Property - The City has completed the asbestos 

survey and the Phase I Environmental Study. There have been some 
storm water issues on the property which were resolved by the Service 
Department and the County.  In the future, Council will seek propos-
als for the structure and property from firms that specialize in this type 
of development.

New Elementary School and Field House – On July 21st, the 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School District held a joint official 
groundbreaking ceremony at the site, with completion slated for May, 
2022.

Valor Acres – Sherwin-Williams is moving forward with their Re-
search & Development Facility and the site continues to be prepared 
for construction. NOACA has approved the I-77 Miller Road Inter-
change for design and the city will be making recommendations for 
entering into a contract with a design engineer firm or firms. The City 
Engineer has advertised for RFQs and will, along with representatives 
from ODOT, Council and the Administration consider those submit-
tals.

Aquatics Center Expansion Project – The Outdoor Aquatics and 
Natatorium expansion continues its construction with delays due to 
man power as well as construction material deliveries coming from 
other states and their protocols relating to COVID-19.  Although it 
seems unlikely that the outdoor pool will open this year, we anticipate 
an opening and dedication of the expansion of the indoor natatorium 
in October or November.

Safety Town – With the unfortunate cancellation of this year’s 
program, the City will be scheduling extra classes next year to accom-
modate the children who were unable to attend this summer. 

Kim Veras, Chairperson
 



Legislation

With all the uncertainty brought upon us by 
the coronavirus pandemic, it is nice to focus on 
something certain: our right and responsibility to 
vote.  The 2020 General Election will take place on 
November 3, 2020. 

There are several opportunities to vote: in person at 
the polls, in-person early voting at the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 
and Absentee Voting-by-Mail. The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 
Website (boe.cuyahogacounty.us) states that voting from home is safe, 
avoids potentially long lines at polling locations on Election Day and is a 
simple 3-step process: 1) Request a Vote-by-Mail application; 2) Complete 
the simple application and return it to the BOE office; and 3) Receive your 
ballot in the mail, vote and return it via the attached instructions. 

Ballots will not be mailed for the November 3rd Presidential Election 
until October 6, 2020, but applications for the ballot are encouraged to 
be requested as soon as possible. Due to an expected high Absentee Vote-
by-Mail turnout, it is recommended to return ballots quickly upon receipt. 
Ohioans must request a Mail-in Ballot to receive one. 

If a Mail-in-Ballot is asked for and received, and a voter decides to vote 
in-person, then they must cast a provisional ballot to be counted later to 
ensure their Mail-in-Ballot was not used. 

Citizens must register to vote at least 30 days before an election in order 
to be eligible, and can register online at the above mentioned website, the 
Cuyahoga Valley Career Center, the Brecksville Library and many other 
locations. Last, please make sure that your information is up to date with 
the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections so your vote can be counted! 

 Ann Koepke, Chairperson

Safety – Service
At the July 7th meeting our committee recom-

mended and council approved the purchase of a 
new engine from the Murphy Tractor & Equip-
ment Co.  This engine will be installed by our city 
mechanics into the Leaf Machine city vehicle B-42.  
This should extend the life of that vehicle for a 
considerable number of years.

I would ask that all residents take special precaution when driving 
around our service department crews working on the road program.  I 
know sometimes it is frustrating when traffic is down to one lane, but 
the guys appreciate your patience and cooperation.  Everyone takes the 
safety of our city employees very seriously.

Lastly, I want to say job well done to the Mayor and Police Chief 
Goodrich for the plan they put in place in advance of the Black Lives 
Matter protest.  They along with our service director and Fire Chief 
Zamiska made sure we had the personnel needed to ensure the protest 
remained peaceful.  There were no injuries or destruction of property.  
The law enforcement officers conducted themselves with the utmost 
professionalism.  All politics aside, it made me proud of Brecksville, that 
people could exercise their first amendment rights in a safe and peace-
ful manner that was respectful of our local business owners' personal 
property rights.

Stay Healthy and Safe.

Dominic Caruso - Chairperson

As our daylight continues to shorten it is a 
reminder that Fall will be here before we know it. 
As has been reported in previous publications, we 
have proceeded with our planned Road Program 
for 2020.  The concrete work has been completed 
and we are nearing the end of our asphalt work. We 
thank those who were inconvenienced during this 

work for your patience.
We continue to work on the Tanager Trail slippage that is nearing 

the roadway.  A temporary resolution has been presented by the City 
Engineer and Council has asked the Engineer for a proposal for a study/
proposal of a more lasting solution.  An engineering firm has been rec-
ommended for working on the southern ramps for I-77 and Miller Road 
as that work continues in preparation of the Valor Acres development.  

The State’s Ohio Public Works Commission is a funding source for 
road and utility projects that is available through application with the 
County.  Applications for this funding are usually made in September 
of each year for consideration. The County has a scoring system to help 
prioritize and offer funding for these projects.  Many of our city projects 
have been assisted with this funding in the past. Additionally, many of 
our applications have not scored high enough to be awarded funding. 
After consideration, we will defer our applications until next year when 
we feel we will have a better opportunity to secure funding.

Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks

City Offices Holiday Hours
Brecksville City Hall, the Service Department and the Human Services 

Center will be closed on Labor Day, September 7.

The Community Center will be open from 10 - 5.

Rubbish and recycling collection scheduled for September 7 will occur on 

Tuesday, September 8.

Columbus Day, Monday, October 12, is not a City holiday and therefore 

City buildings will be open. 

Rubbish and recycling pick up will happen on Columbus Day.
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 Now and then someone will say,  
“I pay a lot of taxes to Brecksville.”

But, there are 81 property tax districts in Cuyahoga 
County and Brecksville is 15th lowest out of the 81! 

Only a small portion of your property tax dollar goes to 
City operations…just 11 cents on the dollar!  

Two more reasons to love our town!



Safety & Service

It seems like every Scam Corner could 
feature phones because all those crafty, evil 
people out there, seeking to rip us off, are 
forever coming up with new schemes to 
empty your pockets or steal your identity 
using your phone.

For example, there is a scam called 
“phone porting” or “SIM swapping.”

It can happen if you lose your 
phone, or it’s stolen or you’re 
switching to a new phone. It 
begins when a scammer using 
their various nefarious methods 
tracks down personal informa-
tion like your name, address, 
date of birth and Social Secu-
rity number. They call your 

mobile carrier, pretend to 
be you, and convince the 

service rep. to transfer your num-

Scam Corner

Your Security is Important to Us
Every now and then an incident will remind us that burglars can 

and will enter our homes. They are that brazen. Imagine getting up 
in the middle of the night and discovering someone in your house! 
It’s happened! Why? Because many times residents as a habit leave 
the car in the driveway unlocked with their keys in it and/or garage 
door opener in the car! Or, during the day, while you answer 
the front door and a con man engages you in conversation, his 
accomplice sneaks in the back and “takes you to the cleaners.”

You have better things to do than have the friendly detectives of 
our Brecksville Police Department pay you a visit.
Remember, even though Brecksville is one of the safest 

communities in Northeast Ohio this can and does happen, 
especially if you take your personal security for granted. q 

ber to their own new service or phone. At that point your phone 
goes mysteriously dead. But it gets deeper. How often have you had 
to reset a password and the company tells you they’ll text or e-mail 
a one-time password to you. If the scammer now has control of 
your phone they intercept the password. With the password and 
with control of your phone, the scammer can reset passwords on 
other of your private accounts. It’s a good idea to call your phone 
carrier and find out what security measures they can offer you to 
prevent that. If you suspect that you’re a victim of phone porting 
or SIM swapping contact your mobile carrier and financial institu-
tions immediately. 

Recently, one of our residents received multiple phone calls from 
a 526 number telling her that her social security number was com-
promised and it was used for fraudulent activity. 

She was told that if she ignored the call it was a federal offense. 
The most recent phone call stated "this is your final warning." The 
resident hung up rather than wait for instructions.

Please remember that Social Security will never contact you by 
phone. Please do not give out any personal information over the 
phone, this is a scam. q

It's All About the Numbers When Our 
Safety Forces Need to Find You…Fast!

The Fire Department and the Police Department remind you to 
always have the door number of your address in plain sight at the 
curb in case of emergency.

Every second counts when they’re trying to find your home.

The most visible place of course is your mailbox. Make sure the 
number is large enough with reflective numbers. Be sure to have 
numbers on both sides of the mailbox.

It’s also a good idea to have reflective numbers at your front door 
and garage. q  Did You Know?  In 1963 the last  

passenger train passed through Brecksville on what was 
originally called the Valley Railroad. The last Chessie freight 

train rolled through in 1985. The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic 
Railroad has operated sightseeing  

trains since 1972.

9069
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Over the past several weeks natural gas rates have been going up 
steadily but don’t be alarmed. They have been very low to begin 
with. The futures prices recently indicated that your February bill 
could hit close to $3.50. But that’s nothing to go clear the toilet pa-
per shelves about!  Several years ago the rate was more than $6.00 
per mcf.

When it comes to gas we shall repeat for the 38,000th time, NO-
PEC/NextEra’s variable rate is rarely beaten. People ask, how do I 
know if I have the NOPEC variable rate? It doesn’t tell you on your 
bill so you can call NOPEC at 1-855-667-3201. If they tell you 
that you don’t have the variable rate ask them to switch you to it.

The rate on your August bill should have been no higher than 
$1.64, the lowest rate since 2016! September bills should be no 
higher than $2.00.

If you don’t see NOPEC on the left side of your gas bill but you 
do see the letters MVR which stand for Monthly Variable Rate 
you are being robbed blind!!

If you see MVR put down your fruit of the grape and call 
Dominion IMMEDIATELY at 1-800-362-7557 and tell them to 
make you what is called an “SCO” customer!

Electricity rates continue to be the lowest in years. If you have 
NOPEC for electricity that’s fine but you might want to consider 
their very competitive fixed rate right now, especially if you use 
electricity for both heating and cooling. They have a 12-month 
fixed rate of 4.61 cents per kilowatt hour. And if you’d like your 
electricity to be generated by wind, solar, etc., NOPEC’s 12 
month renewable energy rate is only 4.71 cents a kilowatt hour. 
There are lower electricity rates but a switch to them isn’t worth it 
unless you have a monthly average use of at least 2,000 kilowatt 
hours. q

Natural Gas and Electricity Update

Shred Your Documents Day
The immensely popular Shred Your Documents Day returns on 
Saturday, September 12 from 9 to noon. 
However, there is a change of location!!!!!!!
It will be behind Brecksville City Hall. The configuration of where 
exactly the shredding trucks will be positioned and where vehicles 
will enter and exit the area have not been decided as of press time. 
Watch the City’s web site, brecksville.oh.us for that news.
Because of the virus this is the only Shredding Day of the year. 
Here’s your chance to securely shred all those confidential 
documents that should not go in the trash.  
Brecksville businesses are also welcome to bring their material to be 
shredded.
PLEASE wear a mask as you drive through to keep everyone safe 
and help make the virus a thing of the past.
Because people typically want to be there right at 9 it is suggested 
that you arrive later to avoid the line and save you time.
Also the City is asking everyone who attends to bring a voluntary 
contribution of canned goods for “Brecksville Pantry,” which 
supplies food monthly to low income families. The Pantry is always 
in need of peanut butter and jelly, spaghetti and sauce, canned 
vegetables and canned fruit. No kinds of beans are needed. We do 
need cereal, those elusive paper products, bar soap and toothpaste. 
Gift cards from Heinen’s and Marc’s to purchase meat and orange 
juice are greatly appreciated.
The Pantry has a strict policy that out of respect for our recipients 
we will not distribute outdated food. Please check the expiration 
date on each item. It is most unfortunate that a significant amount 
of outdated goods are discarded. q

Shredding Guidelines
(small paper clips & staples do not have to be removed)

Do  include: 
• Accounting ledger paper
• Adding machine tape
• Advertisements
• Booklets, brochures
• Copy machine paper
• Colored paper –20 lb.
• Computer paper
• Envelopes
• Faxes
• Manila file folders -  

bleachable
• Greeting cards
• Laser printer paper
• Legal pad paper
• Post-it notes

• NCR paper
• Receipts
• All types of white paper

Do NOT include:
• Newspapers, phone books
• Magazines
• Binders
• Books
• Pendaflex folders
• Food & candy wrappers
• Waxed paper
• Napkins
• Styrofoam containers
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Need A Reassurance Call?
One of the many services offered by the Human 

Services Center is “Reassurance Calls .”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a call 

from a staff member or volunteer from Human 
Services . If you don’t respond by the end of the 

day we will notify a friend or relative that you 
designate to check on you .

Call 526-2499 to sign up . This is suggested for 
older folks who live alone .

Human Services
Brecksville Pantry

The Human Services Center distributes food once each month to 
families of all ages who are in need. If you or someone you know 
needs assistance please contact the Human Services Center at 526-
2499. And thanks to everyone who has donated food and money 
to help our neighbors!

Meals on Wheels
Meals on Wheels Provides a Helping Hand and Needs a Helping 

Hand
When something doesn’t affect your life you probably don’t know 

much about it, right?
Meals on Wheels is an example. If you or a friend or relative 

don’t need meals then the service is probably not on your radar.
The local Meals on Wheels chapter serves residents in Brecksville 

and Broadview Heights. It’s a strictly volunteer, nonprofit 501c3 
organization.

Every day, Monday through Friday, volunteers use their own ve-
hicles and gas to deliver a hot and cold meal for lunch and dinner 
to homebound, usually frail, elderly folks or people who are con-
valescing. Even more importantly, the volunteer provides a smile 
and a daily safety check to make sure the people are OK, especially 
those who live alone. The meals are well balanced and nutritious. 
The cost is $30 per week.

The program is always looking for volunteer drivers. Right now 
we need people who are willing to be substitute drivers who replace 
drivers who are sick or on vacation. The day begins at 10:00 am 
and you’ll be on your way home by noon.

Call 440-526-2499 if you can help.
Meals on Wheels also needs donations to cover expenses such as 

the purchase of sturdy, clean delivery bags that keep the food hot. 
Please send a check to:

Meals on Wheels, 2 Community Drive, Brecksville 44141
Thanks!

Cheers for our Drivers!
Ray Turk, John Nolan, and Roy Sierleja are three of our loyal 

drivers who take seniors to appointments. 
And a huge thanks to Janet & Gary Sciko, Traci Stunek and 

Kevin Brusk who drive for Meals on Wheels. Please volunteer by 
calling 526-2499.

Need Help?
The Human Services Center has programs to make life better 

for residents.
For example, if you live at home alone who’s going to notice if 

some evil circumstance befalls you? Like, “I’ve fallen and I can’t 
get up!” Every day, including weekends and holidays our vol-
unteers and staff place Reassurance Calls to be sure you’re OK. 
If you don’t answer or respond to our call by the end of the day 
we’ll call the number of a neighbor, friend or relative and have 
them check on you.

Or, how about, “I’ve got to go to the doctor and I have no one 
to take me.” That’s simple. Human Services has a transportation 
system for seniors. We’ll take you to a doctor’s office anywhere in 
Cuyahoga County, Monday through Friday between 9 and 3.

And then there’s food. Can’t live without it! If your pantry 
shelves are more bare than Old Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 
give Human Services a Call. We have plenty of food. You’ll get 
several bags full every month and sooner if necessary. There is no 
reason why anyone in Brecksville should go hungry.

These are just a handful of the services at the Department of 
Human Services. Give us a call and our friendly staff will fill you 
in. 526-2499

Human Services Needs 
Volunteer Drivers

Like to drive? The Brecksville Department of Human Services 
needs volunteer drivers to drive Brecksville seniors using the 
department’s van and cars.

Drivers must be available at least one day a month driving 
from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Many trips are local but you must 
be comfortable driving on the interstate highways to points 
downtown and the east and west suburbs in all kinds of weather. 
Assisting frail citizens to and from doctors’ offices and helping 
with purchased items on shopping trips is necessary.

Each driver must pass a driving exam administered by a 
Brecksville policeman. For more information call Laura at  
440-526-2499.



Grab & Go lunch-
es are every Thursday 
starting at 11:30. 

People simply drive 
into the Human Ser-
vices parking lot, pass 
by the entrance, and 
the staff hands them the 

bagged lunches right through the car window.
Reservations are a must if you’d like to enjoy this weekly treat. 

Call Human Services at 526-2499 on the Friday or Monday prior 
to the next Thursday Grab & Go to sign up. The cost is usually 
$5 per person. If you would like to sponsor a lunch or donate to 
other Human Services programs such as Brecksville Pantry or The 
Honor Tree which helps seniors in significantly difficult circum-
stances please call the Center at 526-2499. 

Thursday Pick Up:
Last Names:  A-L 11:30 and M-Z 12 noon
$5 resident/non-resident
Reservations are a must, call weekly Friday through Tuesday 

(noon) 526-2499 (all meals are subject to change without notice)
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Homestead Exemption  
and Homestead Water Applications 

Available
Applications are now available at the Human Services Center for 

the Homestead Exemption (to lower your property tax bill) and 
Homestead Water Discount.

To qualify for the Homestead Exemption you must be at least 65 
or totally and permanently disabled, and own and reside in your 
home. A surviving spouse may be at least 59 years old on the date 
of the spouse’s death.

Household income for 2019 may not be over $32,800.
The Homestead Water Discount offers a lower fixed charge and 

consumption rate. To qualify you must be 65 years or older, or 
totally and permanently disabled. You must own and live at the 
property and your total household annual income may not have 
exceeded $34,500.

Low Income Snow Plowing for Seniors 
The Human Services Center offers driveway snow plowing for 

low income seniors. The program is solely for low income seniors 
70 and over who have no one to clear their driveway. All residents 
must apply regardless of whether you have qualified in the past.

Proof of income is required and the only proof of income doc-
ument acceptable is an official letter from the Ohio Development 
Services Agency indicating household eligibility for the 2019-2020 
or 2020-2021 Home Energy Assistance Program, commonly 
referred to as HEAP, or PIPP, the Percentage of Income Payment 
Plan Plus. If you have never qualified for HEAP or PIPP before, 
it is advised that you apply immediately because it takes several 
months to get qualified. Proof of age is also required.

To qualify for HEAP, Total Gross Annual Household Income 
may not exceed $22,330 for a single person household or $30,170 
for a two-person household.

To qualify for PIPP, Total Gross Annual Household Income may 
not exceed $19,140 for a single person household or $25,860 for a 
two-person household.

Applications are available at the Human Services Center. 
Senior snowplowing is just $10 for the entire season!

Menus for Grab and Go Drive Thru! September

  3  Chicken, Provolone & Sun Dried Tomato Mayonnaise 
Wrap, Caprese Salad, and Seven Layer Bar.

10 Kitchen Closed. No Grab and Go Today!
17  Turkey, Havarti & Pepper Peach Cream Cheese Spread Wrap, 

3 Bean Salad, and Upside Down Pineapple Cake.
24  BLT Provolone Wrap, Creamy Spinach, Atrichoke & Cheese 

Tortellini Soup, and Key Lime Cheesecake. 

October
(All meals will be served cold)

 1  Penne w/ Red Sauce & Meatballs, Side Salad, and Chocolate 
Heath Crunch Cake.

 8  Pretzel Crusted Chicken Breast, Creamy Mushroom Rice, and 
Mini Cherry Cheesecake.

15  Meatloaf, Garlic Mashed Potatoes w/ Gravy, and Apple  
Hand Pie. 

22  Roasted Vegetable & Cheese Lasagna, Side Salad, and  
Pumpkin Crunch Cake.

29  Turkey Tenderloin, AuGratin Cheese Potatoes, and  
Candy Bar Pretzel Cookie. 

Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 and 

over, Monday through Friday from 9 to 4. Our cars will take you 
to a medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga County. Our 
van will take you on errands on Tuesdays. An application on file is 
necessary. Call the Human Services Center for more information 
at 526-2499. And thanks to our volunteer drivers who have also 
put caution aside to get seniors to medical appointments.



Around Town
Flu Shots Are Coming 

The Human Services Center will be providing flu shots adminis-
tered by MetroHealth. 

The date and time have not yet been determined but the an-
nouncement will be posted on the City’s website, brecksville.oh.us 
or by calling the Human Services Center at 526-2499.

MetroHealth will accept most pharmacy insurance plans includ-
ing commercial insurance, Medicare Part-B or Part-D, Medicare 
Advantage plans and a supplementary insurance card or Medicaid. 
There is no co-pay.

If you do not have insurance you can pay by cash or check.  q

Yuletide Hunger Program Is  
Coming…But

This will be the 38th year for the Yuletide Hunger Program 
which provides food for low income families in Brecksville, Broad-
view Heights Independence and Seven Hills.

Because of the virus the schools will not be collecting food this 
year to cut back on many hands handling the food. Instead the 
committee is asking for checks made payable to The Yuletide Hun-
ger Program which will be used to buy gift cards so that recipients 
may purchase their own food.

Please contact the Human Services Center in your town for more 
information.  q

Your Medical Information in an 
Emergency

The Brecksville Fire Department and MetroHealth have 
partnered to assist emergency medical response personnel if they 
come to aid you and you are unable to communicate your past 
medical history, current medications, preferred hospital and fami-
ly contact information. MetroHealth has purchased large magnets 
with a sleeve that can be placed on your refrigerator. Inside the 
sleeve is an information sheet that can be filled out and updated 
as needed. In addition to the magnet information sheet, you will 
also receive a red medical sticker that is affixed to your front door. 
The red sticker alerts firefighter/paramedics to go to your refrig-
erator for the information packet. These free magnet packets can 
be picked up at the Fire Department. Please call the Fire Depart-
ment at 526-2640 before you stop by. q

Saturday, October 24Saturday, October 24
Weather PermittingWeather Permitting

10

 The City of Brecksville maintains 
its green trademark with an aggressive tree-planting 
program begun in 1994.  The continuation of that 

program has resulted in the City’s designation as a Tree 
City USA for the 26th consecutive year.

COVID has impacted nearly every City event of 2020. But that 
is not going to stop us from this years Booville Halloween Party. 
Details are still being worked out to make this a fun and safe event. 
We will be back at Blossom this year and it will be social distanced 
with treats to boot! Look for details to come on our website or by an 
email from the City. You don't get emails from the City? Sign up at 
www.brecksville.oh.us, look for the "Sign up for enews" button. It's 
that easy!



11

A day that parishioners at St. Basil church and many other 
Brecksville residents have hoped would never come has indeed 
come to pass. Father Walt Jenne retired on August first after con-
ducting his last Sunday mass on July 26. 

Father Walt was ordained into the priesthood by Bishop  
Cosgrove on May 30, 1970…a highly distinguished 50 years of 
serving our Lord and His people!

On December 1, 1994 he was appointed pastor of our St. Basil 
the Great Church.

The City of Brecksville is extremely grateful to Father Walt for 
his innumerable contributions to our town and residents. To name 
just one, for many years he has been a member of the Advisory 
Board to the City’s Department of Human Services. As such, Fa-
ther always offered the invocation for many City activities includ-
ing events at the Human Services Center. One of those occasions 
happened on February 19 of this year when Father was asked to do 
the invocation for Mayor Hruby’s annual State of the City address. 
It was a setup! After he delivered the invocation Mayor Hruby and 
the Brecksville Chamber of Commerce surprised him by honoring 
him as Brecksville’s Citizen of the Year.

Father Walt Jenne Retires
We all 

who have 
been bless-
ed by this 
wonder-
ful man 
over the 
years wish 
him well, 
express a 
mountain 
of grati-
tude and 
hope that 
his second love, fishing, will always have “fair winds and follow-
ing seas.” To close, and speaking of fishing, on one of his recent 
expeditions he told a friend that they weren’t biting. To which 
the friend said, “Father, why didn’t you just drop your line on the 
other side of the boat?!” If that doesn’t ring a bell just pick up a 
Bible and read John, Chapter 21, Verses 5 to 7.

God Bless you Father Walter H. Jenne! q

It's Leaf Removal Time!!
Again this fall the City of Brecksville is picking up leaves at 
curbside. Please rake the leaves into neat rows along the edge of the 
road, BUT NOT ONTO THE STREET.
Crews begin on the north side of the city and work to the south 
making as many rounds as possible. 
Leaf pickup is October 12 until Friday, November 27.
Residents are encouraged to place their leaves at the street asap for 
pick up.
The city asks all property owners to observe the following 
guidelines so that the Service Department can serve you better.
Residents are strongly urged to refrain from parking on City streets 
since it is impossible to collect piled leaves that are near or beside 
parked cars. 
• All leaves must be located within three feet of the street 

pavement edge.
• Leaves must NOT be placed in ditches, over loose/decorative 

stone or in the roadway.  Care should be taken to ensure that 
storm drains are kept free of leaves. Also, please keep leaves away 
from mailboxes and fire hydrants.

• ABSOLUTELY no tree branches, bricks, lawn clippings, or other 
debris may be mixed with leaves. Contaminated piles will not be 
collected.

Property owners are responsible for leaf disposal after the curbside 
campaign is completed by the Service Department.
If you have any questions please visit the Brecksville Service 
Department web site at http://members.core.com/~brecksvc/
refuse/leaf.htm or call the Service Department Monday through 
Friday, 7:30 - 4:00 at 526-1384. q

COVID Cannot Stop LobsterFest!!!!!!
It’s an annual celebration of 

our favorite crustacean!
October 9 from 6:00 to 8:00 

will be the return of the culinary 
piece de resistance of the fall sea-
son, sponsored in part by Regina 
Health Center on Broadview 
Road in Richfield.

But LOBSTERFEST will look different this year because of the 
virus. Instead of being in the Human Services Gathering Room it 
will be a drive-through much like the highly successful Thursday 
Grab and Go lunches. 

Human Services Director Steve Paciorek will whip up his fa-
mous Maine Lobster Rolls served cold with authentic Maine side 
dishes including Human Services Chef Dina’s Cranberry-Pecan 
Cole Slaw and for dessert her fabulous blueberry cobbler, both 
prepared in the Human Services kitchen. The lobster meat is 
flown in from the Maine Diner in Wells, Maine which has been 
featured on The Today Show and the TV show, “Diners, Drive-
Ins and Dives.” You’ll think you’re in Bar Harbor, or Bah Hawbah 
as they say in New England.

But remember, LOBSTERFEST sells out each year…FAST! 
The phone lines will be burning up when they open for reserva-
tions for Brecksville residents only on 

September 1st, 526-2499. Don’t be left out!!! Don’t tell us the 
dog ate your cell phone or the cat had your tongue. Tickets for 
Lobsterfest are $30 apiece (limit six per family,) payable in cash 
or a check to the City of Brecksville when you pick up your food. 
The reservation phone lines open September 1st for Brecks-
ville residents only, 526-2499. Operators will be standing by! 
(Non-residents may call beginning October 1.) q

Chris Toth, Father Walt Jenne, Jon Kozesky and  
Mayor Hruby at the 2020 State of the City Address.



Person of  Interest
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This issue’s 
Person of Interest 
is one of the 
smilingest people 
in Brecksville, 
Midge Cassidy!
Born Margaret 
Wood on April 
27, 1930 her 
zest for life and 
enthusiasm is 
non-pareil.
And yes, your 
math is good. 
Midge turned 90 
this year!
She is a lifelong resident of our town and therefore well-suited 
to be a trustee of the Brecksville Historical Association and a 
Squire Rich Museum docent. But wait, there’s more. She is a 
member of the Friends of the Library and the BBHHS Class 
of ‘48 representative to the Alumni Association. And she was 
honorary co-chair of the 2011 Bicentennial Committee and was 
the Department of Human Services’ Woman Volunteer of the 
Year in 2012.
But being a nurse her whole professional life is something to be 
admired.
She followed in her mother’s footsteps who was a nurse and 
Midge worked in the Lutheran Hospital emergency room for 
32 years. But she says her favorite job was being in the first aid 
center at the Richfield Coliseum and when Gund Arena opened 

downtown in 1994 she went along and was there until 2000. 
Midge kept working as a nurse until just a year ago. She was on the 
staff of a group of nurses who supplied sports physicals for young 
people and administered flu shots for companies. 
And she still heads up the team of nurses who do blood pressure 
checks at the Human Services Center.
Her family is rooted in Brecksville’s very beginning. Her great great 
grandfather, Andrew Dillow settled in Brecksville in 1812! Her 
grandfather, Clark Dillow, founded the Dillow Funeral Home on 
Brecksville Road where PNC Bank now stands. In 1927 Charles 
Wood married her mother, Elisabeth “Betty” Dillow, earned his 
embalming license and joined the family business in 1933. It 
then became the Dillow and Wood Funeral Home. Midge’s late 
husband, Hal who passed away in 2003, joined the home in 1960 
and ran the business until the land was sold to the then National 
City Bank in 1982. With all that lineage it’s no wonder that Midge 
has been designated a member of the First Families of Ohio by the 
Ohio Genealogical Society. 
Hal and Midge had three children, Scott who passed away in 
1996, Tracy Moffat and Rex, married to Carrie. She has two 
granddaughters, Blythe and Lauren and a sister, Betty Jo Elenz.
But what does she do for fun? She and daughter Tracy have traveled 
to 32 countries on five continents including five cruises and she’s 
been to all 50 states!
In 2017 when the Community Center turned 25 the Center 
commissioned red t-shirts commemorating its 25 years of service 
and you’ll still see those shirts on the group on Friday mornings.
When asked if she had a message for Brecksville residents nurse 
Midge said, “I wish all people would wear masks and social 
distance so we can get this COVID thing over with!!!” q

Ordinances
Pertaining To Political Signs

Many residents frequently comment on Brecksville’s inherent 
beauty and the sign ordinance was created to help maintain 
Brecksville’s appearance that we all enjoy and appreciate. Please 
be prudent in the display of political signs, especially in this year’s 
hotly contested elections.
Section 1187.14 (Pertaining to political signs and edited for 
brevity)
Permit not required
Ground political signs may be erected on any property, with the 
owner’s permission, and be located at least 12 inches behind the 
right-of- way line. The sign(s) shall be securely placed in order to 
prevent being displaced by weather conditions.

The following additional regulations shall apply to all political 
signs:
The sign shall not be posted in the public right-of-way, tree lawns 
located within the public rights-of-way or any property owned or 
leased by the city, the state, the United States of America or any 
other public entity without the consent of such governmental 
entity.
No sign shall be erected on a vacant lot or on a lot with an 
unoccupied building without the owner’s permission.
The political sign shall not be illuminated.
Political signs placed in the public-right-of way, tree lawns located 
within the public rights-of-way or any property owned or leased by 
the city, the state, the United States of America or any other public 
entity without the consent of such governmental entity shall be 
removed by the Building Department, Police Department and/or 
Service Department and stored at the Service Department complex 
for a minimum of 72 hours and shall thereafter be destroyed. q

Midge Cassidy (right) checks the blood 
pressure of one of our residents.



Critter Corner
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

Lost Cat?
Sometimes a door is left open or an indoor 

cat is suddenly outside and scared to death. 
It is especially hard for an indoor cat because 
absolutely everything is new and scary for the cat. Here are some 
suggestions to get your cat back.

Use some of its litter and place small amounts around your yard 
leading back to your back door. This is a familiar smell and may 
keep him close to your home. Most often cats will hide close by, 
walk the neighborhood calling his name or rattling his food dish 
or food bag. You may hear a meow, which could lead you to him. 
Also the city can always lend you a live/safe trap if your cat is too 
scared to come out from under a deck. A trap set and left there till 
all is quiet can be effective.

Lost Dog?
One-time years ago someone found a puppy in Brecksville and 

brought it home with her. I was called the next morning and I 
said I’d pick the puppy up. I was shocked when the woman said 
she lived in Fairview Park! So one of the things I tell people who 
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Health Problems and Specialists
Old or young our dogs and cats can have some health prob-

lems. There can be excessive itching, a chronic limp, bad teeth, 
loose stools, a torn crucia ligament, a broken leg – the list can go 
on and on. 

There are many different choices we have for care and help. I’m 
going to list the different professionals that can offer help.

There are allergists, dermatologists, chiropractors, 
acupuncturists, dentist, orthopedists, behaviorists, 

trainers and ophthalmologists. If you have a 
problem with a pet there is a way to 

solve, control or mitigate it. Your 
pet does not have to suffer from a 

malady – there is an answer. Perhaps a 
professional can help.  q

have a lost dog or cat is to call all suburbs. It is also good to call 
all shelters. Our City can also put a picture of the lost animal on 
Facebook and on the City website with the owner’s information. 

Most shelters have a scanner that will read chips in pets. Cats 
don’t usually wear collars but dogs usually have a collar. A current 
name and address on a collar is always a good idea.

City Calendar
September

  7 Labor Day, City Offices Closed, Community Ctr. 
 Open 10-5pm

 8  Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm  
11 Patriot's Day
12 Shredding Day 9am-noon Muni lot 

Firefighter's Clambake Canceled due to Covid
15  City Council Meeting 8 pm
23  Telecommunications Commission 7 pm 
24 Planning Commission  7 pm
28 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm

October
 3 CodeRED Testing at Noon 
 6 City Council Meeting 8 pm 
 8 Planning Commission  7 pm 
9 Grab n Go Lobster Fest 6-8 pm 

Human Services Center 
11 Historical Assoc. Apple Butter Fest  

canceled
12 Columbus Day, were open! 

Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm
14  Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm  

Telecommunications Commission 7 pm  
Leaf Collection Begins

20 City Council Meeting 8 pm
22 Planning Commission  7 pm. End of yard waste
24 Booville Halloween Drive In Movie, Blossom Hill
26 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm
31 Trick or Treat 6 to 8 pm

If we did all the things we are capable of, we 
would literally astound ourselves.  – Thomas Edison



Recreation
Fitness   Schedule

All Family members are welcome .  Work out with your kids .

The Brecksville Recreation Department in collaboration with the Run For 

Your Life  program offers a Winter Cross-Training Program .   This program is 

designed for speed training, strength training, plyometric training and condi-

tioning .  There will be three levels for this program: Advanced, Intermediate and 

Family .  Bring your own water bottle, running shoes, jump rope and workout 

mat . We will meet at the Blossom Gym . All athletic programming is subject to 

change due to COVID-19 .  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda
6:30 am
7:30 am
8:00 am FREE Core Class -Rhonda All Levels Yoga - Divya FREE Core Class -Rhonda

8:30 am Spinning®-Jane Spinning® -Rhonda Spinning®-Jane
9:00 am Yoga - Denise
9:15 am
9:30 am Strength & Pilates - Jane  Yoga - Linda Yoga Basics - Dana

10:15 am Spinning® -Rhonda
Slow Flow Yoga - Dana

10:45 am FREE Senior Yoga-  
Josephina 
*On Hold

FREE Seniors In Motion 
- Charlie  *On Hold

 FREE Seniors In Motion 
- Charlie *On Hold 

FREE Senior Tai Chi - Sandra 
*On Hold

11:00 am Tai Chi - Sandra *On Hold
Noon Balance  - Charlie *On 

Hold
4:45 pm Circuit - Lori Circuit - Lori
6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Ulyana

7:00 pm

Winter Cross-Training Program

14
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Fitness   Schedule
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda
6:30 am
7:30 am
8:00 am FREE Core Class -Rhonda All Levels Yoga - Divya FREE Core Class -Rhonda

8:30 am Spinning®-Jane Spinning® -Rhonda Spinning®-Jane
9:00 am Yoga - Denise
9:15 am
9:30 am Strength & Pilates - Jane  Yoga - Linda Yoga Basics - Dana

10:15 am Spinning® -Rhonda
Slow Flow Yoga - Dana

10:45 am FREE Senior Yoga-  
Josephina 
*On Hold

FREE Seniors In Motion 
- Charlie  *On Hold

 FREE Seniors In Motion 
- Charlie *On Hold 

FREE Senior Tai Chi - Sandra 
*On Hold

11:00 am Tai Chi - Sandra *On Hold
Noon Balance  - Charlie *On 

Hold
4:45 pm Circuit - Lori Circuit - Lori
6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Ulyana

7:00 pm *Senior Classes are on hold  
until Further Notice

Bring your own water bottle and a  
mat, strap/block for yoga.

Classes are social distanced and we  
follow strict cleaning procedures.

Mixed Groups
 Date Days Time 
Intermediate/Advanced Group 
1/9– 3/13/21   S 9:00-10:00am

Family Group
1/9– 3/13/21   S 10:00-11:00am

Registation: In progress and ends when class is full
FREE classes for residents and non-residents .

Must furnish own jump rope, workout mat and water bottle .

 Please contact the following for more information .

Brian Stucky at Brstucky@aol .com

James Kolesar at  jkolesar@brecksville .oh .us

or by calling 546-2300 . 
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Recreation

Over 35 Division: Men 35 and older
Over 50 Recreational Division: Men 50 and older
Over 50 Competitive Division: Men 50 and older

Division Days/Dates Game Times
Over 35 Sundays    1/ 10 - 4/25 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Over 50 Sundays      1/ 10 - 4/25   4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm

Registration: Resident begins 11/1 and ends 12/22
Non-Resident begins 11/1 and ends 12/22

Cost: $275 .00 per team—due at time of registration
Additional Costs: $35 .00 due before each game for referee and scorer .  

$70 .00 forfeit fee that must be paid before your first game .  Refunded back 
at the end of the season .

(This cost cannot be incorporated into team fee .  Must be paid prior to each 
game .)

Description: Come get your game on in the Brecksville Recreation Men’s 
Basketball League .  There are 3 divisions this year: Over 35 Division, Over 50 
Division Recreational and Over 50 Division Competitive .  Athletic Depart-
ment reserves the right to assign teams accordingly . Games will be played 4 
on 4 .  Start getting your team together and register today!

Location: Brecksville Community Center and Blossom Hill Facility
Contact: For more information, please contact Jim at Brecksville Commu-

nity Center 546-2300 .
Mandatory Managers Meeting: Sunday, December 16 at 5:00 pm in the 

Brecksville Community Center, Room A .  (Teams must be registered prior to 
meeting in order to attend) . 

Designated team manager and team name.
Team uniform will be provided .  If a player does not have his actual team 
shirt, the team will penalized 4 points per game at the start of the game . 

Completed team roster with up to 12 players per team .  (Blank rosters will 
be provided at managers meeting and must be handed in complete at first 

game) .

2021

Boys and Girls Basketball
Youth Basketball 1st - 9th Grades

The Brecksville Recreation Youth Basketball program is a recreational league 
stressing skill development, team work and fun .  Practices are held once a 
week beginning in November with games being played between Mondays –  
Saturdays starting in December .  The league usually is completed by the be-
ginning of March .  Practices are held at either Blossom Hill or a school facility .  
Games are played at the Brecksville Community Center, or at a neighboring 
city recreation center .  All athletic programming is subject to change due to 
COVID-19 .  

1st & 2nd Grade Boys and Girls Basketball (6-9 years)  

 Date: Grade Game Time Game Day

 11/2020 – 3/2021  1st- 2nd Grade 9am - 2pm Saturday

 11/2020 – 3/2021 1st- 2nd Grade 12:00pm – 4pm Sunday
Sat . /Sun . Games - League will be in-house if numbers permit, if necessary 

we will combine with Broadview Hts .  (1 Practice per week, day TBD)

*Format will be traditional league setting (Score will be kept, standings will 
not be kept)

3rd-9th Grade Boys and Girls Basketball (9-14 years)  

 Date: Grade Game Time Game Day

 11/2020 – 3/2021  3rd-9th Grade 9am -5pm Saturday

 11/2020 – 3/2021 3rd-9th Grade 6pm – 9pm M thru Th

Collaborating with Independence, Brooklyn Hts ., Valley View, Seven Hills, and 
Newburg Hts .

3rd & 4th Grade Boys Basketball (9-10 years)  

3rd & 4th Grade Girls Basketball (9-10 years)

5th & 6th Grade Boys Basketball (11-12 years)

5th & 6th Grade Girls Basketball (11-12 years)

Collaborating with Fairview Park, Columbia Station, Westlake, Middleburg Hts ., 
Brook Park, Strongsville, North Ridgeville, and Cuyahoga Hts . 

7th & 8th Grade Boys Basketball (13-14 years)

7th & 9th Grade Girls Basketball (13-15 years)

9th & 10th Grade Boys Basketball (14-16 years)

Registration: In progress and ends October 31 for Residents/Non-Residents 

Cost: BCC member $75, Resident $85 and Non-Resident $95

Aquatics
Lifeguard Training 

Blended Learning American Red Cross Lifeguard Training Courses 
available throughout Fall by special arrangement. Please contact Luis 
Pena Ochoa at (440) 546-2318, or lpenaochoa@brecksville.oh.us for 
more information.



Recreation

Coed Volleyball
Ages 18 and Older

Days Dates Times
Sundays Sept . 13  - Dec . 13 5:00-10:00 pm

Registration  in progress

Description  The Fall Coed Adult Volleyball League is comprised 
of two divisions with eight teams in each division .  The A Division 
is an advanced recreation league, the B Division is an intermediate 
recreation league .  There is a nine week regular season followed by a 
post season tournament . 

Cost: $225 .00 per team
Additional Costs: $11 .00 due before start of game

For more information, please contact the Brecksville Community 
Center 546-2300 .
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High School Boys Basketball
Grades 11 - 12 

January 9, 2021 – March 6, 2021

Saturdays – Game times are: 3:30pm, 4:20pm, 5:10pm, 6:00pm, 
& 6:50pm

Registration: In progress and ends 12/14/20
Description This is a 4 on 4 basketball league for 11th – 12th 

grade boys that live within the Brecksville Broadview Hts . City 
School District .  Teams will consist of 4 to 6 players .  Complete 
team/player packet must be submitted at time of registration along 
with team fee .  Spots cannot be reserved without payment & paper-
work .  No parent coaching .  Certified referees will officiate games .  
All athletic programming is subject to change due to COVID-19 .  

Cost  $250 .00 per team—due at time of registration
Location Blossom Hill Gymnasium 

Tighten and Tone, Strengthen and Lengthen those Muscles!  Enjoy a  
light cardio warm up, followed by exercises designed to work out specific 
muscle groups.  Then venture into the deep water to focus on your core 
muscles and abdominal area. The class ends in the shallow water with 
breath-work and stretching, as we cool down.  Pool noodles and water 
resistance are primarily used to tighten and tone.  Webbed gloves and 

TnT Water Exercise Class
water bar-bells are available for additional resistance.  This class is 
designed to find your own pace.  Find what works for you, instructor 
will offer variations pending your ability.  To maintain proper social 
distancing, all participants must remain 6ft apart at all times, and 
there will be a 10 person per class limit. 

It won't be long now…
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Horticulture
Different Approaches to Watering by Joe Dwyer

My focus for this article is watering – dif-
ferent approaches, tips and tricks, and things 
to avoid. Considering the way the weather 
has gone this summer, I hope you’ll find this 
information valuable to help you keep your 
landscapes healthy the rest of the year. 

First, how do you know when your plants 
need water? Wilt is one indicator to watch 

for. When a plant wilts, it could mean that the plant is in need 
of water – but it’s not always the case. Sometimes wilting can 
be heat-related stress even though the soil is plenty moist. So if 
you see a plant beginning to wilt, you should check the soil to 
determine whether you need to add water. And remember – even 
drought-resistant plants need water from time to time.

There are couple ways you can check the soil to see how dry 
it is. If you have a screwdriver handy, push it down into the 
soil near your plant. As long as it moves the soil easily, you can 
assume the area is moist. You want to make sure your plants are 
getting enough water to put down strong roots, so you should be 
able to push the screwdriver down through about eight inches of 
soil. If your screwdriver stops within the first couple inches, you 
know that only the surface is moist, which means your plant’s 
roots are likely in need of water. I’m basing this on the type of 
soil most of us have around here which is some variation of a clay 
based soil.

Another really easy way to check your soil is to pick some up 
and try to roll it into a ball. If it sticks together and makes a ball, 
the soil is probably a little too moist, which means you can hold 
off watering. You want the soil to be somewhat sticky, but you 
don’t want to be able to make a solid ball of mud with it. 

Next, how should you water? The approach is a little different 
for trees than it is for flowers and vegetables. Let’s first talk about 
trees. The age of the tree will have a lot to do with how often it 
needs to be watered. An established tree with a strong root system 
needs far less water than a tree in its first year after being planted, 
but it’s also important to understand how long it takes a tree to 
develop a strong root system. For instance, if you plant a tree 
with a one- to two-inch caliper, it can take one to three years for 
an adequate root system to develop. A three- to four-inch caliber 
tree will take four to six years. 

In hot summer weather like we’ve had this year, new tree plant-
ings will need to be watered every day for the first few weeks. 
After that, you can water every two to three days and eventually 
reduce the frequency to once or twice a week as the weather cools 
down. And during periods of drought, you may want to consider 
adding some of your older trees to your watering schedule as well.

When watering trees, remember that a majority of the roots 
are in the first eight to twelve inches of soil, so it’s very import-

ant that those first few inches of soil stay moist. Watering slowly is 
key – a good way to do this is to set a garden hose on a slow trickle 
and move it around the tree every few minutes. Stay away from 
the trunk, as watering directly on the trunk can cause rot issues. 
Instead, place the hose near the edge of the root ball (if it’s a new 
planting), or wherever you see the edge of the root system if it’s a 
more established tree.

If you’d prefer to water without needing to worry about moving 
the hose frequently, you can use gator bags.  Gator bags zip around 
the trunk of a tree and are filled with water. They slowly let the 
water out to the root ball over the course of a few hours. This is a 
convenient way to make sure your trees get the water they need, 
but if you only have a few trees and you’re not going to use the 
bags often, they may note be worth the cost. As a lower-cost alter-
native, you can use a clean five-gallon bucket. Simply drill holes in 
the sides of the bucket a few inches apart, about an inch up from 
the bottom. You can then set the bucket on your tree’s roots (away 
from the trunk), fill it with water, and allow it to drain slowly into 
the soil around your tree. You should plan to fill the bucket two 
times on each of your watering days to make sure you put down 
enough water to keep the first eight to ten inches of soil around 
your tree moist.

Flower beds and vegetable gardens differ from trees in that the 
root systems generally develop in only the top three inches of soil – 
so they require more frequent watering, for shorter periods of time. 
Look for an indicator plant that shows signs of wilt earlier than 
others to help you know when it’s time to water. In a vegetable gar-
den, squash, cucumber, or melon vines are a good choice – those 
big leaves like to have water!

Make sure you’re watering the soil, and not the foliage. A little 
bit of water glossing the leaves looks pretty, but it does very little to 
help the plant grow. The simplest way to water your beds is to use 
a garden hose or watering can, which puts you in control of exactly 
where you’re putting the water. When watering with a hose, make 
sure to keep the hose pressure down so you don’t run the risk of 
damaging the plant with a water stream that’s too strong.

If you’re trying to cover a large area, a hose or watering can may 
not be the most efficient choice – but fortunately, you have other 
options:

Overhead sprinklers can be installed through an irrigation system 
or simply hooked up to your hose. You can set them up and allow 
your beds to get water while you do something else. One drawback 
to overhead irrigation is that you lose a lot of water to evaporation 
– and some plants can be more susceptible to fungal diseases due to 
having heavy amounts of water on their foliage

Soaker hoses are another relatively inexpensive option. These 
hoses have small holes punched in that allow water to drip out. You 
can hook a soaker hose up to your normal garden hose and run it 
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o Featured Plantp
Contorted Filbert or Harry Lauder’s Walking Stick,  

(Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’ )

Commonly known as Contorted Filbert or Harry Lauder’s 
Walking Stick, Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’ is an extremely 
unique tree that offers interesting features for all seasons. Its 
twisting branches spread out in every direction, creating unique 
shapes that stand out against snow in winter. In spring, it pro-
duces long golden catkins, which are cylindrical flower clusters 
that hang down and blow in the wind. And in summer, the 
Contorted Filbert produces large, green leaves that almost look 

through your beds to soak a large area. It allows you some control to 
make sure water is reaching the soil where it matters most.

Both of these options take a little more time to set up, but they 
also free up more time for you to be doing other things while your 
plants get the water they need. It’s important to make sure you’re 
checking the soil before watering and keeping an eye on the time 
while the water is running – it’s easy to forget they are running and 
put down more water than we should.

Finally, how can you help your plants retain moisture, so you can 
potentially water less? Mulch is a great way to hold moisture and 
allow it to penetrate beyond the top layer of soil.  
Here are some keys to mulching well:

For new plantings, make sure you loosen the soil before adding 
your plants. This will help encourage early root growth, as it’s easier 
for plants to send out roots in soil that’s not packed tightly.

Never mulch more than three inches thick – if mulch is too 
thick, it can prevent water from reaching the soil and reduce the 
amount of oxygen to the roots of the plants. This can encourage 
girdling, a condition where roots grow back around the trunk or 
stem of the plant in search of oxygen and choke the plant.

Keep mulch about two inches away from the stem or trunk of 
the plant – this will give the roots room to breathe, while also 
helping retain water in the soil around the plant. It will also keep 
you from burying the plant too deep, which can cause rot along 
the stem or trunk. q

leathery in appearance. If you love the shape but prefer a more 
unique color, cultivars like Corylus avellana ‘Red Dragon” offer 
deep burgundy foliage to complement your landscape. The Con-
torted Filbert can reach eight to ten feet in height, and spread 
about the same distance in width, while the red leaf varieties 
generally stay around 6 feet in height and spread. They prefer 
moist, well-drained soils, and they do require a bit of pruning to 
remove suckering branches. q
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Cuyahoga County Library 
Brecksville Branch  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-1102

Board of Education Office .  .  .  .  .  .740-4000

Brecksville Community Center  .546-2300

Brecksville Historical Association 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-7165

The Brecksville Theatre .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .736-7749

Brecksville Metroparks  
Nature Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-1012

Brecksville Service Department 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1384

Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
Post Office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .838-0429

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .(216) 443-8683 

Human Services Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2499

Independence License Bureau 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (216) 642-1373

Regional Income Tax Agency 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-0900

Recycling Department .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2643

City Hall

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

Louis N . Carouse, Jr .   .  .  .  .  440-526-4963 

Dominic Caruso  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-759-7203 

Mike Harwood   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-546-0521 

Daryl Kingston  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-384-7406

Ann Koepke   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .216-534-3191

Laura C . Redinger   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-319-0577

Kim Veras   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-717-0868 

Tammy Tabor, Clerk  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-526-4351

City Council

City Hall  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Mayor/Safety Director 
Jerry N . Hruby .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-7646

Law Department 
David J . Matty, Law Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

City Prosecutor/Assistant Law Director 
Sergio DiGeronimo .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-9200

Clerk of Courts 
Shelley Kazimore  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2620

Finance Department 
Laura Starosta, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Police Department, 
William Goodrich, Chief 
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900

Animal Warden 
Cliffette Thacker   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief 
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2640

City Engineer 
Gerald Wise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Service Department 
Ron Weidig, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Building Department 
Scott Packard, Bldg . Commissioner 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2630 

Department of Recreation 
Tom Tupa, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2300

Department of Human Services 
Dr . Steve Paciorek, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2499

Purchasing Department  
Rebecca Riser, Director   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Cemetery Sexton 
Kristen Kouri  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2603

Brecksville Bulletin  
Jinny Farr  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2319

Three ways to get Brecksville Information:  on the web www.brecksville.
oh.us, Community News or click on the "Sign Up for E-news" button to 

receive emails from the City and on Facebook (The City of Brecksville Ohio)


