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The Beauty  
of Our City!
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Council President Report

Fireworks?
Unfortunately, Home Days has been canceled for this year. Before year’s 
end, we hope to select an evening when our annual fireworks display can 
take place. That information will be posted on our City webpage and sent 
out in our community e-mails from my office. If you do not currently 
receive these, please email: information@breckville.oh.us  or go to https://
www.brecksville.oh.us/contactus.html to be added to the distribution list. 
I believe the information is worthwhile. It will keep you informed.

Construction Updates
Land preparation for the construction of the Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights kindergarten through 5th grade school building at Blossom 
Hill, along with the City’s attached fieldhouse, is under way. Our city 
school district is planning a ground breaking ceremony. Watch for an 
announcement from our school district. There have been some delays in 
this project, but everyone is very pleased at the progress made thus far.

The addition to the Community Center Natatorium and the construction 
of a new outdoor aquatics facility are behind schedule because of the 
Covid-19 virus pandemic and a lack of materials that would have been 
available if it weren’t for the shutdown. We have serious doubts that the 
outdoor pool will open this year, but we do look forward to a fall opening 

of the natatorium expansion which will be a much 
welcome addition to our Community Center. 

The environmental study and asbestos study have 
been completed at Central School as reported earlier. 
Plans to move forward on this project have also been 

delayed due to the pandemic. A structural study will be completed, and 
later this year planning for that building will take place. 

The City’s road program is making great progress. Many concrete repairs 
and curb repairs have taken place, and during the week of June 22 we 
began the asphalt paving portion of this year’s program. Construction of 
noise barriers along I-77 are well under way. Thanks again to the Ohio 
Department of Transportation for keeping their word that these noise walls 
would be erected in these areas of I-77 in our city that qualify according to 
ODOT standards for placement.

The Illuminating Company has notified the City that they will begin a 
multi city and county tree trimming program designed to increase service 
reliability. 1,900 miles of tree line will be trimmed by five different 
companies. Brecksville is one of the cities that will be a recipient of this 
program. Once we are notified of their plan, we will pass that on to you.

Recycling and Shredding
On Saturday June 20, the Recycling Center reopened at the Service 
Department compound. The hours are 8:00 am to 12:00 noon for 
drop-off. This is for recycled products only, not rubbish. Curbside pick-
up continues, but for those of you who take advantage of the Saturday 
recycling opportunity, you may do so again. Please remember, this is for 
Brecksville residents only and again, rubbish will not be accepted. 

I would like to take this brief  
moment to thank our residents for 

their patience and tolerance. 

As 2020 moves on, we continue to face many 
challenges, and as time itself moves on, other 
challenges and issues have been added. 2020 has 
been different in many ways such as the pandemic 
coronavirus, causing the stress of a different way 
of schooling, concern for one’s paycheck and the 
ability to meet financial obligations, and to top it 
off, of course, a great concern for our health and 
that of loved ones. Our lifestyles have changed 

dramatically, but thankfully we are now beginning to return to some of the 
things that were excluded from our lives because of the pandemic. I would 
like to take this brief moment to thank our residents for their patience and 
tolerance. Many of you have given of yourselves to help others during these 
unique times, and for that I sincerely thank you. 

But…
The recent and alarming increase of coronavirus cases in many states 
throughout the country is a strong reminder that we are not yet “out of the 
woods.” Please exercise caution and common sense and continue to social 
distance and wear masks when necessary and appropriate! You never know 
when you’re around someone who has underlying health conditions and 
may be more at risk.

The recent civil demonstrations throughout our nation 
have brought about additional issues and concerns. 
We make note that the local demonstrations have been 
peaceful, and although some engaged in name calling 
and verbal challenges to our local law enforcement officers, we are grateful 
that matters did not get out of hand which could have resulted in personal 
injury, damaged property, or criminal acts. 

Commemoration and Graduation
Our respect and our dedication toward remembering those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice was demonstrated on Memorial Day. The City’s video 
tribute and our employee caravan throughout the community expressed 
our extreme gratitude to our veterans, those who perished in service to 
their country, those who remain missing, those veterans who defended our 
freedoms, and those who are currently serving in our Armed Forces. We also 
remember our law enforcement community and local police during Police 
Week. Our community remembered our Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
Senior Class of 2020 with a parade and video graduation ceremony, as well 
as displays of ribbons and signs throughout the community. Thank you to 
all who participated in any of these events. Congratulations Class of 2020!

Kids Quarters, the playground at the Community Center, is now open, as 
is the playground at Blossom Hill. The Community Center has reopened, 
and City Council is now meeting in person. Some people are continuing to 
work from home but some of our businesses and restaurants have reopened. 
I hope all our Brecksville residents continue to support our local businesses 
during this recovery period. 
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Council President Report

We plan on holding our Shredding Day on Saturday, September 12 from 
9 to 12 noon. Unfortunately, we had to cancel the May shredding day. 
Please let me remind you that we request a nonperishable food donation 
for Brecksville Pantry which is not mandatory but voluntary at both our 
annual shredding events. Please verify that the nonperishable item has not 
expired.

What’s a Grab and Go Lunch?
Unfortunately the Human Services Center remains closed and a reopening 
date has yet to be determined. However, Director Steve Paciorek and his 
staff have come up with a novel way to keep in touch with our seniors. It’s 
Grab and Go Drive Thru Lunch which is a very tasty $5 per person take 
out lunch every Thursday. Just call Human Services at 526-2499 and sign 
up. Then all you do is drive through the Human Services parking lot to the 
front door and Gina and Laura will hand you lunch prepared skillfully and 
lovingly by new kitchen manager Dina Lawton and volunteers.

This year’s Community Garden is doing quite well and we thank the 

City Council Meetings and Council Com-
mittee Meetings in the months of April and 
May were held remote due to COVID-19 de-
clared emergency.  The meetings were noticed 
and were held in accordance with the Ohio 
Revised Code Section 121.22 specific to recent 
amendments.  The first meeting in the month 
of June was held at City Hall in Council 
Chambers, the necessary social distancing was 

be put into place for the protection of staff members and residents.
As Summer and the construction season are underway, the follow-

ing is a summary of exciting projects for our community that will 
take place this summer;

The addition to the Jack A. Hruby Natatorium indoor aquatics 
facility and outdoor pool area are under construction with progress 
towards completion.

Tree clearing and construction activity has begun at the Blossom 
Hill property for the Brecksville Broadview Heights new school 
facility and City of Brecksville field house.

The demolition of the existing buildings has been completed at 
the Valor Acres Property with marketing efforts and master site plan 
design on going for the future construction.

The Streets and Sidewalks program for asphalt pavement and/or 
concrete pavement as well as the coordinated infrastructure projects 
are underway for the construction season.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call or email.
Sincerely,
Mike Harwood, City Council President 

Beautification Committee for their work on this project, as well as their 
assistance on our spring and summer plantings.

On behalf of the City family, we wish you the very best for the summer 
months. Please be safe, stay healthy, and enjoy the many summer 
opportunities that still remain available to us all. Be safe at home in 
operating power equipment and lawnmowers, and if you are able to 
travel, please always be aware of your surroundings. Please drive safely. 
Again, enjoy the summer! All is moving in the right direction and let us 
hope that continues.

Jerry N. Hruby

Mayor

Buildings & Grounds
The Committee recommended and City Coun-

cil approved the following items:
• A motion to authorize the Purchasing 

Director to Advertise for Bids for the removal 
and replacement of Energy Efficient Windows at 
4450 Oakes Road, Blossom Building #7 for the 

NOPEC Energized Community Grant Program which will provide the 
City of Brecksville its allocated amount of $60,456 upon completion of 
the grant application.
• A purchase requisition to Atha Group, Inc. in the amount of $7,570 

for a replacement divider curtain for the Community Center field-
house, to replace the original 28 year old curtain.

• An Ordinance authorizing a SourceWell Contract purchase from 
MidStates Recreation in the aggregate amount of $22,837.74 for var-
ious pieces of furniture for the new Aquatics Center, as well as vari-
ous non-contract furniture purchases from Patio Shoppers, Polywood 
and Admiral Outdoor Furniture totaling an additional $24,221.66; 
total purchase $47,159.40.

• A Purchase Requisition to the Verdin Company in the aggregate 
amount of $4,875 for a new motor time piece, controller and clock 
hands for the Community Center Clock Tower, repairing the origi-
nal.

• A Purchase Requisition to Direct Air Systems, Inc. in the amount 
of $8,916 for the replacement of the Variable Frequency Drives for 
the boiler pumps at the Human Services building, which are part 
of the heating system that heats the building spaces, domestic water 
and Therapy Pool. Both units are original to the building and ran 24 
hours a day year round.

• A motion to authorize the Purchasing Director to advertise for bids 
for a complete access control system for the new Aquatics Center 
expansion project. The system will allow for keyless entry for 

continued on page 4

C i t y  C o u n C i l  R e p o R t s
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Legislation
•	 Brecksville residents passed a Zoning 

Amendment in the 2020 Ohio Primary 
Election.  The amendment allows for additional 
conditional uses in the Manufacturing and 
Distribution District, including retail sales and 
service uses in open yards.    Garden equipment 

and supplies, lumber, garden furniture and nursery stock can be 
permitted outdoors provided that this is in conjunction with a main 
use retail establishment on the same lot and no goods are sold, stored 
or displayed in a required front or side yard. Any other use not listed in 
Section 1157.04 or in any subsequent classification may be permitted if 
determined by the Planning Commission to be appropriate, and on a 
case-by-case basis.  Any conditional uses would also have to be approved 
by Brecksville City Council. 

•	Council passed an Ordinance amending section 145.14 of the 
Administrative Code to update pay allowances for city employees serving 
in the uniformed services during military leave.

 Ann Koepke, Chairperson

Finance
The Finance Committee discussed and 
recommended approval of the following items 
to City Council during the April and May 2020 
meetings:

•	 A purchase requisition to Tyler Technologies, 
Inc. In the amount of $10,997.44 for the annual 

support, maintenance and update licensing for the scheduling, time 
and attendance software. 

•	A purchase requisition for supply and material purchases for the safe 
and effective management of the COVID-19 re-opening phases for 
all departments including  (but not limited to) masks, gloves, bulk 
sanitizer, sanitizer wipes, disinfectants, instructional signage and 
plexiglass germ guards.

•	An Ordinance to amend Ordinance no. 5277, making appropriations 
for current expenses of the City of Brecksville during the fiscal year 
ending December 31, 2020, making necessary appropriation and 
revenue adjustments.

•	An increase to Purchase Order #CT204970 to James G. Zupka CPA, 
Inc. in the amount of $236.00 for a modification to the contract for 
the City’s annual audit services.   Additional testing is necessary for 
compliance with the new requirements of ORC 2-23 regarding Ohio 
Sunshine Laws and the StaRS Rating System.

•	Acceptance of the proposals of Wichert Insurance and Custis Insurance 
for the City’s Property & Liability Insurance policies. The total 
premium amount of $208,442 will be for the period May 25, 2020 
through May 25, 2021.

•	A purchase order to Comp Management Inc. In the amount of $2,915 
for the third party administration of all workers compensation claims 
in 2021.

Council Corner

Safety – Service
I hope everyone is staying healthy during this 

pandemic.  It is nice to see our State and City open 
in a safe and measured way.  Please continue to 
support our local businesses as I know many of you 
are.   

In April council approved Resolution 5046.  This 
is the City’s Infectious Disease Policy.  This allowed 

the administration and department heads to continue to establish proce-
dures and provide guidelines to help prevent and/or limit the spread of 
communicable diseases in the workplace.  It is the City’s top priority to 
provide a safe workplace for our employees and the residents they inter-
act with while maintaining City operations in an effective and efficient 
manner.  In that regard, I believe our administration and department 
heads have done a great job.  I want to thank and commend them for 
these ongoing efforts.  

During the month of April, council passed legislation to award Rump-
ke of Northern Ohio and Buyansky Bros. Landscaping for the disposal 
of rubbish, recycle and leaves and street sweeping respectively.  While 
costs, particularly for recycling have gone up, council and the adminis-
tration understand the value of these services and wanted to take every 
measure to see that they continue with reputable providers who will 
dispose of these materials in the proper fashion.  

We approved a purchase requisition to Security & Polygraph Con-
sultants at $225.00 per test for Fire Department entrance candidates.  
Council also approved a purchase requisition for purchases of mate-
rials and supplies related to the safe and effective management of the 
COVID-19 re-opening phases for the City.   Lastly we approved a pur-
chase requisition in the amount of $5,000.00 encumbering a portion of 
the funds received through the EMS CARES  Act Round 1 for miscella-

employees, and an expansion of the access control system currently in 
place in other City buildings. This project was planned and budgeted 
for as part of the expansion project ancillary funds.

• A motion to authorize the Purchasing Director to advertise for bids 
for the decommissioning of the firing range in the old police de-
partment at City Hall. This project is necessary for completion prior 
to commencing work on the City Hall roof replacement & new air 
handlers Project. The project removes mastic in the old radio room 
and lead and asbestos cleanup of the entire range, and also includes 
duct work in the hallway and boiler room.

The Blossom Field House project continues with site work. The 
Aquatics Center expansion project continues but is slowed by manpow-
er, deliveries and availability of products due to the pandemic. Central 
School Phase I and asbestos study is complete and under review and the 
city is checking on structural inspection.

Kim Veras, Chairperson
 

Building and Grounds Continued from Page 3

•	Approval of a blanket purchase order in the amount of $3,000 for refunds 
associated with the Community Center programs in response to changes 
required due to Covid 19.
Additionally, the monthly professional service expenditures were 

approved in the amount of $56,902.25 at the May 5th City Council 
meeting.   
Laura Redinger, Chairperson
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As was reported in the last Bulletin and the May-
or has mentioned many times in his email updates, 
our Road Program continues as originally planned.  
These projects are important in staying on top of 
our regular maintenance program and not falling 
behind.  Some of the projects are also determined 
by the outside funding that we receive.  Much of 

the road maintenance work is done by our own Service Department 
which saves the city money and allows us to do more.

The committee recommended for Council’s approval that the Mayor 
enter into a Master Cooperation Agreement for Preventative Mainte-
nance Services with Cuyahoga County.  This is a countywide program 
that assists with funding for projects such as pavement resurfacing, base 
repairs, curb replacement, catch basins, crack sealing and other similar 
maintenance activities of which we partake.  We also recommended the 
acceptance of the third year of our agreement with Cargill for sodium 
chloride.  Brecksville is part of a 12-city consortium to purchase with 
more buying power.  Although we used less salt this year due to the 
mild winter, we have plenty of storage capacity to meet our contractual 
obligations.  One of the key items in this agreement is our ability to get 
salt within a 24 to 72 hour window guaranteed.

The City Engineer has presented a plan for the Tanager Trail slope 
slippage for the Committee’s consideration.  We will review this when 
the Committee meets again and discusses how we may proceed given the 
new financial availability for projects due to reduced city revenues.

As always, we appreciate your patience and consideration of the work-
ers as these projects are being performed.

Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks

Utilities

On April 5th Engineer Wise reported to Coun-
cil that on Saturday, March 29th and into Sunday 
night the City experienced 2.3 inches of rain. 
The Cuyahoga River peaked at the 7th highest 
elevation on record. At the time of this report, the 
City had two documented cases of home flooding. 

There were areas of overland flooding, most of which were in expected 
areas; e.g. Vaughn Road and Riverview Road at Wiese and Greenhaven 
Road. At Vaughn Road the Cuyahoga River overtopped and flooded 
Vaughn Road for hours. There was roadway damage that will have to be 
addressed at a later date. Silt catchers along Greenhaven were complete-
ly overburdened and damaged by the force of the flood water causing a 
road closure. Chippewa Creek was closed due to overflowing its banks 
which would have been detrimental to Winding Creek Condos, Fussy 
Cleaners, Star Sports, Larsen’s Lumber and others. 

Engineer Wise said he received (2) complaints in Cambridge Village. 
The area has been reviewed with Council in the past. The new basin in 
Cambridge Village functioned exactly as expected. The new basin is a 
secondary inlet on the storm sewer to ensure the existing storm sewer 
system accepts as much water as possible. The sewer functioned as 
expected until natural debris clogged the grate.  

neous supplies to ensure the safe and effective response of the Brecksville 
Fire Department during the COVID-19 health crisis.

Stay Healthy and Safe.
Dominic Caruso - Chairperson

At our April 21st City Council Committee of the Whole Meeting, 
Mayor Hruby said the Chippewa Road and Calvin Drive Sanitary Sewer 
Installation Project has accepted grant funding and a timetable for 
the project is connected to the funding. Mayor Hruby said if the City 
experiences budgetary constraints in the near future the time table could 
change. Council President Harwood said the Engineer has continued to 
prepare documents for scheduled projects including the Chippewa Road 
and Calvin Drive Sanitary Sewer Installation Projects. Mayor Hruby said 
public hearings are required to move forward with the project. Engineer 
Wise said when the preliminary plans are submitted and approved by 
Council, public hearings will be scheduled.  

At our May 5th Meeting the Committee of the Whole recommended 
and Council passed legislation authorizing Donald G. Bohning and Asso-
ciates to provide construction related services and construction manage-
ment for the Whitewood Road Aerial Sewer & Storm Sewer Improvement 
Project in the amount of $10,655.30. 

On May 19th City Engineer Wise reported to the Committee of the 
Whole that on May 6th, Mayor Hruby, Mike Hardwood, Laura Reding-
er, Lou Carouse, Ron Weidig and Gerry Wise spoke with the NEORSD 
about NEORSD’s request to partner with the City on Vaughn Road. 
There were two main topics discussed during the meeting; NEORSD’s 
interest to partner on a project to raise Vaughn Road, and the City’s po-
sition that other areas of flooding are more critical to City infrastructure 
and residential properties. Brecksville explained to the NEORSD that 
City concerns for the flooding at the Riverview/Greenhaven/Wiese area 
and along Chippewa Creek are the City’s highest priority. Each of these 
areas directly impacts access to residential properties. We have been pur-
suing a project to repair Riverview/Greenhaven/Wiese for over 10 years 
and undertook major projects in 2007/2008 including the dredging of the 
channel through the NPS (National Park System) and the sewer replace-
ments along Greenhaven. For more than 4 years now, we have requested 
NEORSD to partner with the City to undertake a project in this area. 
The City learned on the conference call that the Greenhaven area will now 
go to “advanced study”. There is no timetable for any possible project, and 
there has been no process started with the NPS. The City estimates that if 
a project is going to commence it is still 3-5 years out.  At this point the 
City seeks a partnership commitment with NEORSD and a time frame 
for projects at Riverview/Greenhaven/Wiese and the armoring/bank 
stabilization for a section of the Chippewa Creek directly below the SR 82 
embankment and behind 6530, 6554 & 6600 Old Royalton.  

Also, at our May 19th Meeting the Committee of the Whole recom-
mended and Council passed a motion authorizing Donald G. Bohning 
and Associates to proceed with preliminary engineering and surveying on 
the Conifer Acres slope slippage and storm sewer outfall repair project in 
the amount of $19,130.00. Council also passed legislation to hire CTL 
Engineering to perform test borings at the Conifer Acres slope slippage 
site for the amount of $11,350.00.

Jack Petsche, Chairperson

City Offices Holiday Hours
Brecksville City Hall and the Service Department will be 
closed on Friday, July 3.
The Community Center will be open from 10 am to 5 pm.



Safety & Service

Scammers are contacting people claiming 
to be tracing COVID-19 contacts. While 
legitimate health agencies, including the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health and 

the Cleveland Department of Public 
Health are calling people to com-
plete contact tracing, they will 
never ask for your Social Security 
or Bank Account information. 
Do not click on links or re-
spond to texts saying you have 
been exposed to COVID-19. 
Please report suspicious calls 
or texts to  

http://ConsumerAffairs.
CuyahogaCounty.US  

or call 216-443-SCAM. q

Save a Minute, Save a Life
Chief Bill Goodrich of our Brecksville Police Department and 

Chief Nick Zamiska of our Brecksville Fire Department advise that 
calling 911 on your cell phone actually delays your call from reach-
ing Brecksville Police and Fire as quickly as possible.

If you dial 911 from your cell phone the call is first routed to 
the Cuyahoga Emergency Communications System. Then, they 
in turn notify Cuyahoga Valley Dispatch at the Brecksville Police 
Department.

Therefore, to expedite an emergency call for Brecksville Police 
or Fire on your cell phone it’s best to call 440-526-1234 instead of 
911 which will get your emergency call to Brecksville sooner.

Also, bear in mind if you’re in an office that requires that you 
dial 9 to get an outside line, you will have to dial 9-911 to reach 
emergency services.

Save a Minute, Save a Life! q

Blue Ribbons Grace the Town
Thanks to the Grispino family and friends the blue ribbons have 

returned to the utility poles in Brecksville.
Several years ago Don and Shirley Grispino approached the City 

with an idea to honor all policemen and their contributions to our 
society. The Grispinos’ son is a police officer in Shaker Heights.

That set about a major project of creating and posting more than 
350 blue ribbons beneath the American flags that line the streets 
throughout Brecksville each year.

We thank the Grispinos and their friends and volunteers for not 
only beautifying the town but primarily honoring our men and 
women in blue. q

Service Department
Saturday recycling is back in operation .

The service to our residents and the safety and health of our staff 
have always been and continue to be our priority while we work  

through this unprecedented time .

Power Outage?
The severe storm season is already here bringing with it occasional 
power outages. Remember that when there is a power outage Brecksville 
residents should call the Illuminating Company directly at 1-800-589-
3101 or 1-888-544-4877. They are the experts at getting you back on 
line.
PLEASE DO NOT CALL the Brecksville Police Department. An 
influx of power outage calls prevents the dispatcher from receiving and 
processing true emergency calls as rapidly as possible. Imagine if your 
home were hit by lightning causing a fire. Then imagine if the dispatcher 
were not able to get to your call immediately because of calls saying, “My 
power is off.” Please exercise good judgment when the power goes off. q

Weather Warnings
It’s always a good idea to become reacquainted with the City’s CodeRed 
Warning System. CodeRed is just not about storms, it also involves non 
weather emergency situations. Therefore all residents and businesses 
should make sure that they are properly subscribed to all CodeRed 
warnings. Here’s what to do:
Log on to the City’s web site at brecksville.oh.us on the Internet. In the 
main menu on the home page go to Departments/Fire/CodeRED sign 
up. On the CodeRED sign up page in the right column under Resources 
is a link to sign up or you can download the app for your phone. You can 
even receive CodeRED warnings on your cell phone in case you’re away 
from home.
For more information call the Fire Department at 526-2640. q

Scam Corner
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First, if you’ve been with First Energy Solutions (the former step 
sister of FirstEnergy) for your electricity, they are now called Ener-
gy Harbor. You’ll notice the name change on your bill on the lower 
right side where it used to say First Energy Solutions. 

Next, natural gas rates have been below $2 but they might start 
gradually going up. This is because the law of supply and demand 
is being affected by the oil glut. Because of the glut there has been 
a major cutback on oil drilling. A lot of natural gas comes from oil 
drilling meaning there will be less gas thus driving up the cost. 

Please remember, if you don’t have NOPEC/NextEra for gas 
you’re absolutely paying too much!

On the other hand it’s OK if your gas bill has the words, “Stan-
dard Service Offer (SSO)” or “Standard Choice Offer (SCO).”  
That rate is only 2 cents more per mcf than NOPEC. Howev-
er, if you see “Monthly Variable Rate (MVR)” that’s major bad 
news. You’re paying an outlandish rate. If you get a postcard from 
Dominion Energy Ohio saying that you’ve been assigned to a 
company with an MVR rate put down your cup of coffee and call 
Dominion IMMEDIATELY at 1-800-362-7557 and tell them to 
make you an “SCO” customer!

Here’s another thing to look for. If you are with NOPEC for gas 
but your rate is $3.42 you have the “program rate” which is too 

The weather has finally started to warm up and more and more 
people are getting outside to walk and ride their bikes.  Now is a 
good time to review safe ways we can all share the road together.  
Drivers of motorized vehicles, bicyclists and pedestrians not only 
share the road, they also share in the responsibility to keep the 
roads as safe as possible for all. 

Drivers 
First of all, understand that bicyclists and pedestrians are sharing 

the road with you.  Pay attention and look out for them at all times 
as you are driving.  

Always give 100% of your attention to the road when driving.  
Distracted driving for just an instant can cause a tragic crash.  

Yield to bicyclists and pedestrians as you would any other motor 
vehicle or as according to law, such as when a pedestrian is in a 
crosswalk.  

Be careful and look for pedestrians on sidewalks when pulling 
into or backing out of a driveway.

When passing or overtaking a bicyclist, do so safely and allow at 
least three feet of space between your vehicle and the bicyclist.  This 
applies for passing pedestrians as well.

Bicyclists
Always wear a certified and properly fitting bike helmet.
Make yourself as visible as possible.  Wear bright and or reflective 

high!!! Call NOPEC and ask to be put on the variable rate. NO-
PEC’s number is 1-855-667-3201.

The variable rate on your May bill should have been no higher 
than $1.92.  June bills, $1.94. July bills, $1.87.

Electricity is in great shape as well. And NOPEC has a very 
competitive fixed rate right now. Their variable rate which we 
usually recommend is just fine but for those of you who like fixed 
rates NOPEC is offering a 12 month fixed rate of 4.61 cents per 
kilowatt hour. And if you like to go green NOPEC’s 12 month 
renewable energy rate is only 4.71 cents a kilowatt hour.

With warm weather here again you can expect people to come 
out from underneath their rocks coming to your door urging you 
to switch to their company for gas and electricity. And there have 
been phone calls from people who say they will lower your rate and 
that you should get your bill. They might even tell you they can 
give you a rebate because you’ve been charged too much!! DONT 
LISTEN TO THAT! JUST HANG UP! This is one time you don’t 
have to be polite! Historically all those people have rates that are 
higher than NOPEC, and sometimes significantly higher. Anyone 
selling door to door must have a solicitor’s permit issued by the 
Brecksville Police Department. But in this case that’s irrelevant 
anyway because you should just tell them to “Hit the Road, Jack” 
before they even begin their sales pitch. q

Natural Gas and Electricity Update

clothing.  Utilize lights on the front and rear of your bicycle.
Always ride your bicycle with the flow of traffic and in a 

straight line as near to the right curb or edge of the roadway as 
practical.  

Obey all traffic laws and signs as would any other vehicle on the 
roadway.

Drive defensively, focused and alert.  Assume the other person 
does not see you and look ahead for potential hazards or situa-
tions you may need to avoid.

Pedestrians
Make yourself as visible as possible.  Wear bright and or reflec-

tive clothing.  Carry a flashlight at dawn, dusk or night time.
Always walk on the sidewalk when available.  If sidewalks are 

not available walk against the flow of traffic as far away from the 
flow of traffic as possible.

Be alert at all times and do not assume everyone sees you.  
When on the sidewalk, look for vehicles pulling in and out of 
traffic and driveways.

Obey all traffic signs and signals.  Cross the street at crosswalks 
where available.  If no crosswalk is available, cross in the safest, 
most visible location possible.

For more helpful information on how to Share the Road 
safely and responsibly, please visit:  https://www.nhtsa.gov/
share-road-its-everyones-responsibility q 

Share the Road
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Need A Reassurance Call?
One of the many services offered by the Hu-

man Services Center is “Reassurance Calls .”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a 

call from a staff member or volunteer from Hu-
man Services . If you don’t respond by the end of 

the day we will notify a friend or relative that you 
designate to check on you .

Call 526-2499 to sign up . This is suggested for 
older folks who live alone .

Human Services
The Human Services Center Update

Does anyone have a fresh way of saying “in these uncertain 
times?” That one wore out weeks ago! Well, sooner or later the 
folks in Columbus will allow us to reopen. What a joyous time 
that will be!

Although the Center is closed we do want to remind you that 
the services listed on this page are still in operation. Please take 
advantage of them.

Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 and 

over, Monday through Friday from 9 to 4. Our cars will take you 
to a medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga County. Our 
van will take you on errands on Tuesdays. An application on file 
is necessary. Call the Human Services Center for more informa-
tion at 526-2499. And thanks to our volunteer drivers who have 
also put caution aside to get seniors to medical appointments.

In the picture above Brecksville Human Services Kitchen Manag-
er, Dina Lawton (back left) and volunteers prepare the first Grab & 
Go Drive Thru lunch for Brecksville seniors which was Thursday, 
June 4. Grab & Go lunches are every Thursday starting at 11:30. 

People simply drive into the Human Services parking lot, pass 
by the entrance, and the staff hands them the bagged lunches right 
through the car window.

Reservations are a must if you’d like to enjoy this weekly treat. 
Call Human Services at 526-2499 on the Friday or Monday prior 
to the next Thursday Grab & Go to sign up. Thanks to a generous 
individual the second weekly lunch was free. The cost is usually $5 
per person. If you would like to sponsor a lunch or donate to other 
Human Services programs such as Brecksville Pantry or The Honor 
Tree which helps seniors in significantly difficult circumstances 
please call the Center at 526-2499. 

Generosity Abounds in Brecksville
We’ve all heard the old saying, “Out of something bad comes 

something good.”
The virus, as bad as it is, has produced a refreshed spirit of 

giving, including at the Brecksville Human Services Center, 
headquarters of the Brecksville Pantry.

The Pantry distributes food each month to residents in need in 
Brecksville. Because of the virus the outpouring of good will has 
been astonishing to say the least.

Although the Center has been closed because of the virus 
people have still been coming in to donate food and give checks 
and cash.

Recently, Pantry Director Laura Kalinowski was staffing the 
front desk when a person walked in and presented a check for 
$1200!!! He explained that it was the amount of money he re-
ceived from the federal government’s stimulus check and wanted 
to share it with others. WOW!!

If you are a Brecksville resident and need food call the  
Brecksville Human Services Center at 526-2499.

Residents of Broadview Heights, Seven Hills and Indepen-
dence who need food are served by South Hills Lend A Hand 
which can be reached at 440-526-0514.



Menus for Grab and Go Drive Thru!
Thursday Pick Up:

Last Names:  A-L 11:30 and M-Z 12 noon
$5 resident/non-resident
Reservations are a must, call weekly Friday through Tuesday 

(noon) 440-526-2499 (all meals are subject to change without 
notice)

June
25 Chicken Colby & sweet red onion jam wrap, broccoli salad, 

vanilla cupcakes w/marshmallow butter cream icing.

July
  2  Turkey Wrap with Apricot Dijon spread, creamy carrot soup, 

coconut poke cake.
  9  Tuna Wrap, roasted tomato basil and Parmesan soup, almond 

joy cookie
16  Turkey Wrap with Apricot Dijon spread, creamy carrot soup, 

coconut poke cake.
23  Turkey , apple and cranberry wrap, cranberry pecan slaw, 

lemon bar.
30  Chicken Caesar wrap, orzo salad, German chocolate pecan 

pie bar.
August

  6  Turkey, Cheddar cheese and Honey Mustard Mayonnaise 
Wrap, Tomato & Cucumber Salad, and Humming Bird 
Cake.

13  Ham, Swiss cheese and Cranberry Orange spread Wrap, 
Crunch Lemon Honey Vinaigrette Salad, and Chocolate 
Crinkle Cookie. 

20  Chicken, Provolone cheese, and Tzatziki Sauce Wrap, Chick 
Pea Salad, and Chocolate striped Oatmeal Raisin Cookie.

27  Turkey, Provolone cheese, and Roasted Red Pepper Aioli,  
Tomato Pesto Pasta Salad, and Chocolate Cupcake with  
Salted Caramel Butter Cream.

As you can see the staff at Human Services misses 
you. Hope to see you soon!!
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Brecksville Pantry
The Human Services Center distributes food once each month to 
families of all ages who are in need. If you or someone you know 
needs assistance please contact the Human Services Center at  
526-2499. And thanks to everyone who has donated food and 
money to help our neighbors!

Meals on Wheels
The Human Services Center is the headquarters for the local 

Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch and 
cold supper Monday through Friday mornings. Cost is $30 per 
week. Call 526-2499 for enrollment information. And thanks so 
much to the volunteers who put caution aside and still deliver 
meals!!!



Summer Memories!
Home Days Heaven!  

Try County Fair Funnel Cakes! Enjoy a delicious easy-to-make Funnel Cake that can be  

in just a few minutes! Prep time: 10 minutes. Cook time: 40 minutes

Ingredients
2 large eggs

1 cup milk

1 cup water

1 tsp. vanilla extract

3 cups all-purpose flour

1/4 cup granulated sugar

3 tsp. baking powder

1/4 tsp. salt

Oil for deep-fat frying

Powdered sugar, for serving

Instructions

Heat oil to 375°F in a deep-fat fryer or larger heavy-bottomed skillet.

In a large bowl, beat eggs. Add milk, water, and vanilla until well blended. Add the flour, 

sugar, baking powder and salt; whisk until smooth.

Cover the bottom of a funnel spout with your finger and carefully ladle ½-cup batter into 

the funnel. Hold the funnel several inches above the oil and release your finger, moving the 

funnel in a spiral motion until all of the batter has flowed out of the funnel. Scrape with a 

rubber spatula if necessary.

Fry 3-5 minutes on each side or until golden brown, using tongs to flip once. Drain on 

paper towels. Dust with powdered sugar; serve warm.

Repeat step 3 and 4 with remaining batter.

Nutrition Information: 

Amount Per Serving: Calories: 249, Total Fat: 4g, Saturated Fat: 1g, Cholesterol: 50mg, 

Sodium: 242mg, Fiber: 1g, Sugar: 8g, Protein: 7g

Jamie Sherman at https://www.lovebakesgoodcakes.com/county-fair-funnel-cakes/
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City Calendar
July

  3 City Offices Closed 
Community Center Hours 10-5

  4 Happy 4th!!!!! 
Community Center Hours 10-5

  7 City Council Meeting 8 pm 
  9 Planning Commission  7 pm 
13  Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm 
15  Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
21 City Council Meeting 8 pm 
27 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm 

August
 2  Kiwanis Horse Show - Canceled
 4 City Council Meeting 8 pm 
 6 Planning Commission  7 pm 
10  Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm 
12 Telecommunications Commission 7 pm 
16 Brecksville Historical Association,  

Annual Corn Roast - Canceled
18 City Council Meeting 8 pm 
20 Planning Commission  7 pm 
24 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm

Critter Corner
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

Ticks 
Usually April through August is tick season. Ticks can affect the 

health of our pets as well as humans.
Well-mowed areas are at a lesser risk to attract ticks. Veterinar-

ians have treatments for pets to avoid a tick infestation. Check 
daily your pets and yourself daily for ticks.

Certain ticks cause Lyme disease or Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever.

There are tools to help remove a tick. Some veterinarians sell 
them or they can be ordered from the Internet. If the tick is 
removed put it in a pill container or small Tupperware container. 
The Cuyahoga County Health Department can help identify the 
type of tick. Another option is to email a picture to  
j.lynch@ccbh.net or call Joe Lynch at 216-201-2001. q

Getting a New Puppy or Dog?
The first few days after getting your puppy or dog will build 

habits that can last forever so start a schedule right away. Young 
puppies are usually fed 3 times a day.

Remember after a dog eats, sleeps or runs around take him out-
side to potty. Those times are crucial in creating good habits and 
avoiding a bad habit.

Don't give a puppy or dog the run of the house to begin his 
new life. The puppy or dog may relieve himself in an area that you 
don't frequent and therefore you create a situation that is hard to 
correct. Puppies and new dogs need to be supervised all the time. 
I believe in crates. Dogs are much safer in a crate if you  aren't 
home or busy with a chore.

There are many good books on training puppies and older dogs. 
One I think is especially good is "Mother Knows Best" by Carol 
Benjamin. She also wrote "Second Hand Dog." There are also 

puppy classes and other obedience classes in the area.
The more time you put in to training your dog 

the better behaved he will be. Exercise and 
consistency is the key to a good dog.

There are many areas you can explore with 
your dog. There are classes in agility, Good 
Citizenship, Obedience, Herding and Scent work. The more 
you interact with the dog the greater the bond.

Happy Fourth of July!!!!
Have a Safe Holiday!

11
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Recreation
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® - Rhonda Spinning- Belinda Spinning® - Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda

6:30 am

7:30 am

8:00 am FREE Core Class -Rhonda All Levels Yoga - Divya FREE Core Class -Rhonda

8:30 am Spinning®-Jane

9:00 am Yoga - Denise

9:15 am

9:30 am  Yoga - Linda  

10:15 

am

Spinning® - Rhonda

10:45 

am

FREE Senior Yoga- Josephina 

*On Hold

FREE Seniors In Motion - 

Charlie  *On Hold

 FREE Seniors In Motion - 

Charlie *On Hold 

FREE Senior Tai Chi - Sandra 

*On Hold

11:00 

am

Tai Chi - Sandra *On Hold

Noon Balance  - Charlie *On Hold

4:30 pm

All Senior Classes are  

currently on hold until  

further notice.

4:45 pm Circuit - Lori

5:45 pm

6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Divya Sunset Restorative Yoga  - Ulyana

6:15 pm

7:00 pm

7:15 pm

Spacing, Capacity, Numbers
• Limit capacity (employees and members/clients) 

based on available space and ability to social 
distance with six feet between members/clients, 
except in facilities where instructor/student must 
be in close proximity (i .e . dance instruction, 
swimming, personal training, etc .) .

• Set facility up for social distancing by spacing 
equipment to provide a six foot radius (as mea-
sured from the center of the main operation of 
the specific piece of equipment) or by disabling 

Mandatory Safety Protocols for  
the Fitness Area

Massage is Back! equipment (bike, treadmill, elliptical, etc .) to 
provide a six foot radius .

• For class settings, set up work areas before 
arrival of students, allowing at least a six foot 
radius around users .

• Reinforce spacing through training with employ-
ees, and reinforcement with members/clients .

• Remove excess seating throughout the facility to 
discourage lingering .

• Reduce class sizes, if necessary, to accommo-
date the required six feet of social distancing .

• Lost and found items will be discarded .
• Establish log-in procedures for members/cli-

ents, and maintain that information for potential 
contact tracing .

Fitness Schedule

Restoring TouchRestoring Touch
�erapeutic Massage 

& Body Work
Lisa Cooper, LMT   216-233-3670

Book Now at RTOUCH@GENBOOK.COM
www.restoringtouchllc.com 

**Must enter through the Community Center .
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® - Rhonda Spinning- Belinda Spinning® - Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda

6:30 am

7:30 am

8:00 am FREE Core Class -Rhonda All Levels Yoga - Divya FREE Core Class -Rhonda

8:30 am Spinning®-Jane

9:00 am Yoga - Denise

9:15 am

9:30 am  Yoga - Linda  

10:15 

am

Spinning® - Rhonda

10:45 

am

FREE Senior Yoga- Josephina 

*On Hold

FREE Seniors In Motion - 

Charlie  *On Hold

 FREE Seniors In Motion - 

Charlie *On Hold 

FREE Senior Tai Chi - Sandra 

*On Hold

11:00 

am

Tai Chi - Sandra *On Hold

Noon Balance  - Charlie *On Hold

4:30 pm

All Senior Classes are  

currently on hold until  

further notice.

4:45 pm Circuit - Lori

5:45 pm

6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Divya Sunset Restorative Yoga  - Ulyana

6:15 pm

7:00 pm

7:15 pm

Sanitization
• Hand washing or sanitization upon entry to the 

facility .
• Use sanitizer products that meet the CDC 

guidelines .
• Have sanitizer available throughout the facility 

for employees and members/clients .
• Provide cleaning products, EPA-approved 

disinfectants or disinfecting wipes for sanitizing 
equipment before and after use by client, with 
equipment cleaning backed up by employees .

• Routine disinfection of high-contact surfaces, 
desk workstations, restrooms, pool ladders, as 
well as, equipment .

• Deep cleaning after hours will be conducted .
Signage

• In entry, post signs requiring social distancing 
and recommending face coverings .

• Post reminder signage for hand-washing, saniti-
zation of equipment, distancing, etc .

Air Circulation
• Fans will not be used

Locker Rooms and Public Restrooms
• Disable, or mark every other or every third 

locker for non-use to enforce six-foot social 
distancing requirement . Facilities where 

lockers are assigned to members are not 
required to disable lockers but must enforce 
social distancing requirement .

• Remove any casual seating other than 
benches by lockers as necessary .

• Public areas and restrooms will be cleaned 
and disinfected every two hours using 
EPA-registered disinfectants, particularly on 
high-touch surfaces such as faucets, toilets, 
doorknobs and light switches .

• Restroom facilities should limit the number 
of users at any one time based on the facility 
size and current social distancing guidelines . 

• If independent showers are available and 
used, they must be attended and sanitized 
between each use .

• Disable or close-off communal style showers 
except for rinsing before and after any pool 
activity .

• Make sure supplies for handwashing, 
including soap and materials for drying hands 
are fully stocked every time the bathroom is 
cleaned .

• Disable or close-off steam rooms and 
saunas .

• 
• What is Expected of our Employees
• Provide instruction/education on COVID-19 

prevention .
• Encourage employees to take their tem-

perature and perform a self-assessment and 
not report to work if they are ill or exhibiting 
symptoms of COVID-19 .

• The Community Center must require all 
employees to wear facial coverings, except 
for one of the following reasons:
• Facial coverings in the work setting are 

prohibited by law or regulation
• Facial coverings are in violation of docu-

mented industry standards
• Facial coverings are not advisable for 

health reasons
• Facial coverings are in violation of the 

Community Centers’ documented safety 
policies

• Facial coverings are not required when 
the employee works alone in an assigned 
work area

• There is a functional (practical) reason for 
an employee not to wear a facial covering 
in the workplace .

• The Community Center must provide written 
justification, upon request, explaining why 
an employee is not required to wear a facial 
covering in the workplace . At minimum, facial 
coverings (masks) should be cloth/fabric and 
cover an individual’s nose, mouth, and chin .

• Maintain at least six feet from other employ-
ees and members unless instruction makes it 
impractical .
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Recreation
Coed Fall Softball

Ages: 18 and over
Day Date 

Time
Sundays Aug 23 - Oct 25  

5:00-10:00pm 
Registration: July 1 - August 18 

Cost: $275 .00 per team 
Additional Costs: $30 .00 due before start of 
game

Description: This coed softball league will be 
played on Brecksville City Field C and Blossom 
Hill Field F on Sunday evenings between the 
hours of 5:00pm and 10:00pm .  It will be a 6 week 
league, with a tournament to conclude .  Rain 
make-up games, will be played whenever a field is 
available, not necessarily on Sunday .

Coed Volleyball
Ages 18 and Older

Days Dates Times
Sundays Sept . 8  - Dec . 8 5:00-10:00 pm
Registration begins 7/1 . Ends 8/25

Description  The Fall Coed Adult Volleyball 
League is comprised of two divisions with eight 
teams in each division .  The A Division is an 
advanced recreation league, the B Division is an 
intermediate recreation league .  There is a nine 
week regular season followed by a post season 
tournament . 

Mandatory Manager Meeting: There is a manager 
meeting on Sunday, August 25 at 5:00 pm at the 
Brecksville Community Center, Room . Teams must 
be registered to attend . 

Cost: $175 .00 per team

Additional Costs: $11 .00 due before start of game

Contact For more information, please contact the 
Brecksville Community Center  at 546-2300 .

Tony Niccoli introduced us to this widely-acclaimed program, which incorporates all the Best 
Practices recommended by the US Soccer Association .  The written curriculum provides 
age-appropriate activities based on the cognitive, psycho-motor, psycho-social and emotion-
al stage of each age-group .  Each session will be instructed by BSA staff and Brecksville 
– Broadview Hts . soccer players .

U3 Academy (ages 3) is a parent-child program for children ages 3-4 who are interested in 
having fun and learning the fundamentals of soccer . The program allows children the opportunity 

to work one-on-one with a parent, teaches a variety of soccer skills, offers exercises that become increasingly 
more challenging as the class progresses and children show improvement . The class is taught with fun, safe, 
developmentally appropriate equipment . Time: 9:15am-10:00am Cost: Resident Members - $40, Residents - $50 & 
Non-Residents - $60

U5 Academy (ages 4 and 5) will engage in the ABCs of player movement—Agility, Balance and Coordination .  
The ball will be used in most activities to facilitate body-movement and ball control .  These players will play 1 on 1 
and 2 on 2 games .  Constant activity will be the target, so balls will be in continuous play . Time:10:00am-11:00am  
Cost: Resident Members - $65, Residents - $75 & Non-Residents - $85

U7Academy (ages 6 and 7) will engage in small-sided games with 4 on 4 being the best format, but 3 on 3 and 
5 on 5 might also be employed for older players .  Their training will be games-based with a variety of competitive 
games that will challenge players to learn the tactics of the game—how to get a team shape; how to avoid pressure 
by passing back; how to defend; how to switch the ball to the side with less pressure .  
Time: 11:00am-12:00pm  Cost: Resident Members - $65, Residents - $75 & Non-Residents - $85

U8 League (ages 7 and 8) will serve as an introduction to traditional league play in a 4 on 4 setting .  One 
training session weekly and games to be played on Saturday mornings .  Teams will travel to Shaker Heights and 
surrounding communities, games will be played at Blossom Hill turf field and away sites .  Teams will be formed and 
volunteer coaches will manage teams .  This division will help grow the “club” concept and stress individual player 
development and team concept .  Practices to begin in the middle of August .  
Time:  Games scheduled from 9am-12pm Cost: U8 League, Resident Members - $75, Residents - $85 & Non-Res-
idents - $95

An explanation of what we do and why we do it will be provided to parents who will be able to comprehend our 
long-term player development scheme .  We have found that the players coming out of our Academy are well-pre-
pared to play 6 on 6 and the emotional hook has been set .  The passion to compete in a team-sport will be imbed-
ded .  All sessions meet at the Tony Niccoli Turf field, located on the Blossom Hill Property .  Time: 9:15am-10:00am

All Divisions begin August 29th - end October 10th (Take off September 5th – Labor Day Weekend)

Registration 7/1– 8/21
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Recreation
Youth Flag Football

Days Dates Times
Saturdays August - October 9:00 am -1:00 pm
Registration begins 7/1 . Ends 8/7

Games Start on September 12

Description  The youth flag football program is for players in 3rd & 4th Grade 
and 5th & 6th Grade .  This league consists of teams from North Olmsted, Fair-
view Park, Bay Village, Westlake, Lakewood, and Rocky River .  Games will be 
mostly be held on Saturday mornings and teams will play at both home and 
away sites .  Practice will be held in Brecksville beginning in August and times 
will be determined by the coach . There will be a 6-8 week regular season with 
a single elimination tournament to close the season . Trophies will be awarded 
based on tournament results .

Cost:  
$60 for Community Center members, $70 for residents and $80 for non-resi-
dents 

Additional Costs: Must furnish your own cleats .

Jerseys with flags and mouth guards will be purchased by the City of  
Brecksville . 

Contact For more information, please contact the Athletic Department at the 
Brecksville Community Center 546-2300 .

Tennis for Tots - This camp is designed to teach 
children the fundamentals of tennis in a fun, struc-
tured setting, while also working on basic motor 
skills that are necessary to play sports .
Beginner - These camps are designed for the par-
ticipant who has never played tennis or who has 
had little instruction .  Sessions focus on learning 
the basics of tennis including footwork skills and 
eye-hand coordination through fun, games and 
activities . 
Intermediate - These camps are for the participant 
who has completed the Youth Tennis Beginners 
Camp and still desires further instruction, or has 
had some tennis instruction or experience .  Build-

ing on what students have learned in previous classes, students will learn 
more advanced footwork and ball control skills . Forehand, backhand, serves, 
rules and scoring will be taught in this camp .
Beginner/Intermediate Camp Session III: June 22-25
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th 331760-03  
7-9 year olds 10:00 - 11:00 am M,T,W,Th 331761-83 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-83 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-83
Beginner/Intermediate Session IV: June 29-July 2
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th 331760-04  
7-9 year olds 10:00 - 11:00 am M,T,W,Th 331761-84 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-84 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-84
Beginner/Intermediate Session V: July 6-9
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th  331760-05 
7-9 year olds 10:00 - 11:00 am M,T,W,Th 331761-85 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-85 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-85
Beginner/Intermediate Session VI: July 13-16
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th 331760-06  
7-9 year olds 10:00 - 11:00 am M,T,W,Th 331761-86 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-86 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-86
Registration: In progress
Cost:
Camps for Tennis for Tots  
$40 for BCC members 
$50 for residents 
$60 for non-residents

Camps for Intermediate & Beginner 
$50 for BCC members 
$60 for residents 
$70 for non-residents

Location: Tennis Courts behind Brecksville City Hall . 
Instruction: Certified Center Court Tennis Staff
Contact: For more information, call the Community Center 546-2300 .

Youth and Adult Tennis

15

Work continues on the Aquatic 
Expansion Project

New Outdoor Pool Play and Spray Feature
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Human Services 
Entrance Pots 
Vinca ‘Wojo’s Jem’ 
Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’ 
Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’ 
Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’ 
Angelonia ‘Angelface White’

 Door Beds  
Begonia ‘NONSTOP MIX’

 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Salvia ‘Victoria Blue’ 

 
Courtyard Containers, Culinary

 Basil
 Cilantro
 Lavender
 Mojito Mint
 Chocolate Mint
 Oregano
 Parsley
 Rosemary
 Sage
 Tarragon
 Thyme

 Courtyard Containers
 Colocasia ‘Elephant Ears’
 Begonia ‘NONSTOP MIX’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 New Gini Impatiens ‘Petticoat Mix’
 Dichondra ‘Silver Bells’
 Courtyard Bed
 Colocasia ‘Elephant Ears’
 New Gini Impatiens ‘Petticoat Mix’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 Dahlia ‘Fargo Mix’

Community Center
 Entrance Pots
 Dracaena ‘Bronze Spike’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Dichondra ‘Silver Bells’
 Begonia ‘Nonstop Mocca Scarlet’

 Entrance Bed
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Begonia ‘NONSTOP MIX’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 Ageratum ‘Blue Horizon’

City Hall
 Door Side & Center Beds
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’  

Zinnia ‘Profusion Red’
 Niotiana ‘Purple Bicolor’
 Marigold ‘Durango Tangerine’
 Marigold ‘Inca ll Orange’
 Sunpatiens ‘Compact Fire Red’

 Parking lot Islands
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’  

Zinnia ‘Profusion Red’
 Marigold ‘Durango Tangerine’
 Marigold ‘Inca ll Orange’
 New Gini Impatiens ‘Petticoat Mix’

Sign Bed on 21
 Zinnia ‘Profusion Red’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Salvia ‘Victoria Blue’

Route 21 Median
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’ 
 Zinnia ‘Profusion Red’

 Niotiana ‘Purple Bicolor’
 Marigold ‘Durango Tangerine’
 Marigold ‘Inca ll Orange’
 Coleus ‘Wizard Mix’

 Post Office
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Zinnia ‘Profusion Red’
 Niotiana ‘Purple Bicolor’
 Marigold ‘Durango Tangerine’
 Marigold ‘Inca ll Orange’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’

Public Square
 Clock Tower & God Bless & SR 82  

Half Moon Bed
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 New Gini Impatiens ‘Divine White’
 Cosmos ‘Sonata White’
 Snapdragon ‘Snapshot Mix’
 Sunpatiens ‘Compact Fire Red’
 Dahlia ‘Fargo Mix’
 Coleus ‘Wizard Mix’

 Clock Boxes
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’ 
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Coleus ‘Lime Delight’

 Half Moon Bed on 21
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 New Gini Impatiens ‘Divine White’
 Cosmos ‘Sonata White’
 Snapdragon ‘Snapshot Mix’
 Sunpatiens ‘Compact Fire Red’
 Dahlia ‘Fargo Mix’
 Begonia ‘NONSTOP MIX’

 War Memorial
 Salvia ‘Sizzler Red’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Salvia ‘Victoria Blue’
 Begonia ‘Nonstop Mocca Scarlet’
 Ageratum ‘Blue Horizon’

Horticulture
We are often asked at the Community Center what are the names of the flowers 

that are planted in our beds. For years the Horticulture Department has supplied the 
information for all the planting beds in the City and we create a pamphlet with the 
information below.

This pamphlet was always available at the Community Center and at Home Days.
 Since Covid, we thought we would share it with all the residents in this issue of the 

Bulletin. This is a complete list of the plantings throughout town. If you are dreaming 
of beautiful flowers in your yard, take a Sunday drive and visit these places to get some 
great ideas. It most definitely makes you appreciate our beautiful City even more! q
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 Flag pole
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 New Gini Impatiens ‘Divine White’
 Coleus ‘Wizard Mix’

Rock Bed
 Begonia ‘NONSTOP MIX’
 Coleus ‘Wizard Mix’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Petunia ‘White Madness’

 Gazebo Pots
 Colocasia ‘Elephant Ears’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’

Old Town Hall
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 New Gini Impatiens ‘Divine White’
 Zinnia ‘Profusion Red’
 Marigold ‘Durango Tangerine’
 Marigold ‘Inca ll Orange’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Ageratum ‘Blue Horizon’

 Band Stand Hanging Baskets
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Supertunia ‘Mini White’
 Supertunia ‘Limoncello’
 Variegated Sweet Potato Vine

Center For The Arts
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Marigold ‘Durango Tangerine’
 Marigold ‘Inca ll Orange’

Cemetery
 Flag Pole
 Salvia ‘Sizzler Red’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Salvia ‘Victoria Blue’
 Ageratum ‘Blue Horizon’
 Entrance Gates
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Salvia ‘Sizzler Red’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’

 Salvia ‘Victoria Blue’
 Ageratum ‘Blue Horizon’
 Cosmos ‘Sonata White’
Downtown
 Small Pots
 Pennisetum Rubrum
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 Vinca ‘Wojo’s Jem’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface Cascade Blue’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Geranium ‘Oh So Orange’
 Celosia ‘First Flame Mix’

 Packard Alley
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Pennisetum Rubrum
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Geranium ‘Oh So Orange’
 Celosia ‘First Flame Mix’

 Bridge Boxes on 21
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Supertunia ‘Mini White’
 Supertunia ‘Limoncello’
 Gomphrena ‘Globsa White’
 Dracaena ‘Green Sike’

 Large Round Pots
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Geranium ‘Oh So Orange’
 Celosia ‘First Flame Mix’

 Rectangular Pots
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Pennisetum Rubrum
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Geranium ‘Oh So Orange’
 Celosia ‘First Flame Mix’

 Southwest Parking lot
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Zinnia ‘Profusion Red’

 Marigold ‘Durango Tangerine’
 Marigold ‘Inca ll Orange’
 Begonia ‘NONSTOP MIX’
Blossom
 Sign By Drive
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Marigold ‘Durango Tangerine’
 Snapdragon ‘Snapshot Mix’

 Stone Sign
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Marigold ‘Durango Tangerine’
 Marigold ‘Inca ll Orange’ 
 Angelonia ‘Angelface Cascade Blue’
 Salvia ‘Sizzler Red’
 Ageratum ‘Blue Horizon’

Stadium Drive
 Canna ‘Cannova Bronze Scarlet’
 Canna ‘Cannova Yellow’
 Colocasia ‘Elephant Ears’
 Petunia ‘Yellow Madness’
 Petunia ‘White Madness’
 Vinca ‘Wojo’s Jem’
 Supertunia ‘Royal Velvet’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface Cascade Blue’
 Angelonia ‘Angelface White’
 Geranium ‘Oh So Orange’
 Cosmos ‘Sonata White’
 Snapdragon ‘Snapshot Mix’
 Ageratum ‘Blue Horizon’
 Salvia ‘Sizzler Red’
 Dahlia ‘Fargo Mix’
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Horticulture
Proper Plant Selection for Your Garden by Joe Dwyer

For this article, I’m going to focus on some 
tips for laying out your landscape beds. As 
with my previous articles, I want to reiterate 
that these are just tips that you can use to 
inspire your own ideas. Ultimately, your land-
scape should reflect your own personal taste.

 So, when I look at landscape beds, the first 
thing I like to do is determine whether the 

bed is an island bed or a border bed. An island bed is a bed that can 
be viewed from every angle – so you can walk completely around 
it. A border bed usually runs along the property line, the house, or 
any other feature that gives the bed a back side. You won’t be able 
to walk completely around a border bed. Determining which types 
of beds you have is important because it influences many of the 
decisions you’ll make as you decide how to fill the beds.

The next step is to identify your focal points. Focal points are 
the areas that you want to draw the eye. You can create focal points 
using color, larger ornamental plants, or even non-plant materi-
als like a statue or stonework. This is an important consideration 
because you want to make sure that peoples eyes are drawn to 
something appealing. For instance, if you’re planting border beds in 
front of your house, you may want to create focal points that lead 
people to the front door. Or, if you have a neighbor who doesn’t 
care quite as much about their yard, you might not want to place 
your focal points on the edge of the bed that leads the eye towards 
the neighbor’s yard.

Next, consider your non-plant material.  I’m a big fan of using 
large rocks and boulders in landscape beds. They can add a lot of 
interesting color and textures that you can’t get from plant material 
alone. Plus, they give you a great backdrop to highlight your plant 
materials. You should approach the placement of non-plant materi-
als the same way you will your plants – think about where you can 
place them to create focal points. Choose colors and textures that 
you like. And when looking to fill space, group materials in odd 
numbers and repeating patterns to create attractive compositions.

As you start planning the layout of your beds, make sure you’re 
staying consistent in your planting style throughout your property. 
You may recall that we reviewed a few different styles in my first 
article – informal is the most common style because it lends itself 
well to many different patterns. This type of bed is more rounded 
and relaxed in style, as opposed to formal beds which are very neat 
and angular in appearance.

When you begin choosing plant material, think about how you 
are using color. I recommend being adventurous with flowers, 
and conservative with foliage. The reason I say this is that foliage 
generally lasts all season long – so if you pick something like gold 
mop cypress with a red barberry, you want to be really sure that 
you like the yellow and red combination because you’re going to 

see it all year. On the other hand, flowers generally come on and 
off throughout the season and generally always look good. My sug-
gestion is to use heavy colored foliage as a focal point. Then, when 
you  layout out the rest of your bed, look at subtler colors like 
burgundy and green. You can even use variegated leaves to give you 
a hint of color without pulling focus too much.  With your foliage 
plants as backdrop, you can get really creative with the types of 
flowering plants you pick – or add annual plants to bring in bright 
pops of seasonal color.

When planting, make sure you arrange your plants by height. As 
a rule of thumb when doing a border bed, place your highest plants 
in the back of the bed. Then step them down gradually so that the 
lowest plants will be in the front of the bed. When planting an 
island bed, you generally want the tallest plants to be in the center 
(or wherever you determine your focal point to be). Plants should 
then decrease in size until you get to the edge of the bed. This tip 
helps you make sure you’re not hiding a plant you intended to 
showcase. 

Plant in masses, generally in odd numbers. Groups of three, five, 
or seven are more aesthetically pleasing than twos or fours. Plus, 
it’s hard for a single plant to hold its own, especially in larger beds. 
The one exception would be the back row in a border bed. In 
many cases, the plants that make sense in the back of a border bed 
have the size and spread to stand on their own. 

Also try to plant consistently. You can choose to create a symmet-
rical pattern that repeats throughout your beds. Or, you can take 
a more asymmetrical approach that utilizes the same plants with 
groupings that vary in size. Another great way to tie beds togeth-
er is by utilizing a consistent border plant throughout your beds. 
Choose the approach that will best draw the eye to the focal points 
you’ve created.

My last piece of advice is take your time. Visit different garden 
centers and talk with different landscapers or professionals to help 
you get a sense of what you like. As I said in the last article, it’s 
really beneficial to go to a place where you can see all the plants 
you’re thinking of using before you bring them back home and 
start setting them in the bed.

 On a personal note, I’d just like to say how much I’ve enjoyed 
talking with residents about their trees, landscaping, vegetable 
gardens, and lawns. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me. You can reach me at the ask the gardener email – or 
you can call the Horticultural office at 440-526-4794. You can 
also email me directly at jdwyer@brecksville.oh.us. Due to current 
circumstances, it may take me a couple days to get back to you. 
Please be safe! q
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o Featured Plantsp
The Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis)

& Sedum

My next featured plant selection is the Eastern Redbud 
(Cercis canadensis). Eastern Redbuds are hardy in zones 
4-9 and found all throughout the US and Canada. The tree 
grows to 30 feet in height with a 25-foot spread and blooms 
in white, purple, or pink flowers. Redbuds will grow in 
partial shade, but they will produce more blossoms when 
exposed to full sun. The blossoms look very similar to pea 
blossoms because the trees are in the same legume plant 
family (Fabaceae).

Since these trees are very common around the country, 
it’s important to purchase one grown in our area, to ensure 
it will be hardy. It will tolerate some dry periods, but when 
planted in full sun, you will need to water regularly. To keep 
the soil cooler and evenly moist in the summer, apply a layer 
of mulch out to the drip line of the limbs. 

Redbuds will require some pruning as well. It’s best to 
prune right after flowering or in late fall while the tree is 
dormant. Diseases that affect Redbuds are mostly fungal 
infections, including verticillium wilt, canker or dieback, 
and leaf spots. Early identification followed by removal of 
the affected areas is the most effective treatment.

I have started receiving a lot of requests for both a ground cover 
selection, as well as for plants that grow well in dry sunny areas. 
While those requests may seem unrelated on the surface, one possible 
solution for both challenges is sedum. Varieties of sedum can range 
in height from a couple of inches to three feet, and many of the 
shorter varieties are great ground cover options, as they plant easily 
and grow like a thick blanket. They have leaves that store water, mak-
ing them a good fit for dry areas. And they come in a huge range of 
colors, both in terms of foliage and flowers. The flowers usually have 
five petals with twice as many stamens as petals. Most sedum bloom 
late summer through fall.

It’s really easy to add the shorter varieties of sedum to your land-
scape. Often, simply laying the sedum on the ground where you 
want it to grow is enough to get the plant started. It will send out 
roots from wherever the stem is touching the ground and root itself. 
To give the plant a little added protection, you can add a very thin 
covering of soil. q 
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