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Unless you’ve been on a round the world trip you know by
now the wonderful news that Sherwin Williams has selected
Brecksville’s Valor Acres (the old VA Hospital property) to
build its Research and Development center.
Sherwin Williams’ timeless slogan is “COVER THE
EARTH” but this time that familiar paint can pouring paint
all over the globe is pouring happiness on our city!
This is truly monumental news and Mayor Jerry Hruby and
City Council deserve an extraordinary number of “tips of the
hat.”
The news broke on Wednesday evening, February 5th and by the morning of the 6th our
fair City was all over the headlines.
Mayor Hruby’s quote was, “We are excited about Sherwin Williams’ plans which would
bring an infusion of jobs and additional tax revenue into our community. We believe the
new R&D center in Brecksville would be a catalyst to attract increased office, residential,
hospitality and retail investment.”
Turn the page and read more in Mayor Hruby’s “Mayor’s Message.”
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Mayor’s Message
Brecksville’s Big News
On February 6th Sherwin Williams
announced their decision to locate their new
Research and Development facility in our
City. The chosen site is Valor Acres at Miller
Road and Brecksville Roads. This comes
after the city’s CIC (Community Investment
Corporation) announced they had acquired the
Dalad “Crowland LLC” parcel which is west of
Valor Acres and just east of Interstate 77. Valor Acres, with this CIC
acquisition, is now a 190 acre (+-) parcel.
This provides the city and its developer the
opportunity to develop this land as one parcel,
creating many opportunities for reducing development costs by shared infrastructure of roads and
parking, storm water management and utilities. It
also lends itself to an overall design of the future
parcel layouts by a single design/planner.
More Sherwin Williams Details
We recognize that Sherwin Williams will be the catalyst for future
development at Valor Acres. It soon will share its worldwide reputation as a leading and longtime globally respected company with our
City. We will become the proud home of this new facility and we
will strive to grow our partnership and support their future endeavors within our City.
We are pleased that Sherwin Williams will retain its presence
within the City of Cleveland where its remarkable history and
long-standing heritage continues to grow and benefit the Greater
Cleveland area, Cuyahoga County and the State of Ohio. We
sincerely thank Sherwin Williams, their CEO John G. Morikis,
Governor Mike DeWine, Lt. Governor Jon Husted, Jobs Ohio, the
Ohio Development Services Agency, Cuyahoga County Executive
Armond Budish, Team NEO, City of Cleveland Mayor Frank
Jackson, the Greater Cleveland Partnership, and the County Port
Authority. All will continue to work together as our respective
approving agencies and Councils consider our agreements. Sherwin
Williams’ Research and Development facility in Brecksville will create an infusion of jobs and additional tax revenues for our City. We
are very pleased and excited about these opportunities.
Honors at The State of the City and
Conversation with the Mayor
The State of the City Address and Conversation with the Mayor
speeches provided a forum for a recap of the events of 2019, as well
as priorities for 2020. I want to thank the Brecksville Chamber of
Commerce for sponsoring the State of the City Address and thank
all who were in attendance at each speech. Congratulations to
Father Walt Jenne of St. Basil Catholic Church named Brecksville
Citizen of the Year and CrossCountry Mortgage named Brecksville
Business of the Year. Both the City government and the
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Brecksville Chamber of Commerce are grateful for and praise their
sincere commitment to our City and we are privileged to have
honored them. This is one of many well deserved recognitions and
awards received by Father Jenne who will retire later this year. His
kindness, his love, his compassion, his devotion, his efforts to help
and feed the poor have contributed to global efforts. All who have
been touched by Father Jenne are fortunate and blessed. Brecksville
has been blessed. CrossCountry Mortgage has grown to be one of
the top mortgage lenders in the nation and has enjoyed continued
growth since their move to Brecksville. They started with 40 jobs
and now there are over 600 today. CrossCountry Mortgage has
grown every year since 2009. President and CEO
Ron Leonhardt takes a hands on approach in leading
his company to great heights and demonstrates his
abilities by his actions and by his tireless team building, not just by his words. The tremendous success of
CrossCountry and its many contributions to our City
make CrossCountry an obvious choice as Brecksville’s
Business of the Year.
180
We are so very grateful for our Human Services volunteers. We
thank them ever so much and recognized them at our Annual
Volunteer Tea on Thursday, February 20th. The commitment of our
volunteers is remarkable and this community is truly appreciative
for each and every volunteer act by these 180 wonderful, unselfish
individuals.
It is time to register for our summer recreation programs. Please
do not hesitate because some programs and classes fill quickly.
Contact the Community Center Recreation Department for further
information.
Update Your Calendar
Daylight Saving time begins Sunday March 8, spring ahead one
hour!
Happy St. Patrick’s Day and take note that the primary election
will be held also on March 17. Please Vote!
City Hall will be closed on Good Friday, April 10th. Senior rubbish routes will be collected Monday, April 13 along with regular
rubbish and recycling. The Community Center is closed on Easter
Day.
Please continue to drive safely and deal with the ever changing
winter weather conditions. It is certainly good to consider that
spring will soon be here!
On behalf of the Administration, and me personally, I wish you all
a very blessed Easter!
Jerry N. Hruby
Mayor

Council President Report
With spring approaching it begins the start of
our new construction season for all of our scheduled projects including our Road Program and
those areas of asphalt and concrete pavement
for the 2020 year. Two other areas are the infrastructure projects and our building projects, a
summary of both:

Upcoming infrastructure projects:
1) Whitewood Aerial Sewer
2) Tanager Trail Cul-de-sac Pavement Modifications
3) Chippewa/Calvin Sanitary/Septic Conversion Project
Upcoming building projects:
1) The Aquatics Facility and outdoor pool construction
continues

The Citizen’s Group continues to meet with regard to the
development of the Valor Acres property and Central School
property. Please visit the City’s web site for the future meeting
dates. The resident’s comments and input are important to all
parties involved.
The building projects are presented as well at Planning
Commission and Board of Zoning Meetings. We encourage all
to attend this meetings for project design, construction, and
timing of projects.
Please feel free to contact the Chairman of the respective
Committees with regard to a project, issue, and/or question that
you may have.
Sincerely,
Mike Harwood, City Council President

2) The Blossom Hill property site preparation for the new
BBHCSD Elementary School and Field House
3) Central School property building studies and surveys

• School Property from the School District to the City.
• With regard to the Blossom Property Army Corp Permit, a Resolution
authorizing the Mayor to execute the permit, an Ordinance authorizing
On February 6, Sherwin Williams announced
an agreement with the Ohio Water Development Authority to preserve
that it selected Valor Acres in Brecksville for its
206 feet of linear stream, and a motion to authorize an increase to a
new Research & Development Center. Details
Purchase Order to Chagrin Valley Engineering for additional services
will be forthcoming in the next few weeks on the
required for compliance with the permit.
City website. The new center will be the corporate anchor of the Valor Acres site and will be an
On February 1st, per the City’s agreement with the Brecksvilleunprecedented opportunity for economic benefit
Broadview Heights City School District, the City took control of the
for many years to come.
former Central School property, and adjoining residential property, as
well as the Stadium Drive Athletic Field, in exchange for a 25 acre parcel
The Valor Acres and Central School Resident Recommendation
Committee will hold another meeting on February 11th at City Hall. at Blossom Hill. The next step will be for council to contract with outside
The Committee has provided valuable insight and input, and devoted consultants for a Phase I Environmental Study and Asbestos Survey at the
many hours of their time at several meetings since last year in order to Central School.
provide a diverse array of ideas for both of these development sites.
As one of our 2020 Capital Projects, the Service Department will
At the January 21st meeting, Council approved the following items: undertake a roof restoration project at the Kids Quarters Pavilion, to
begin in the spring.
• A motion authorizing Donald G. Bohning & Associates, Inc.
Please do not hesitate to inquire about any of these projects or any
to complete a Boundary Survey for the Central School Property,
other issue at kveras@brecksville.oh.us
which is required prior to the County accepting the transfer of the
Central
Kim Veras, Chairperson

Buildings & Grounds
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Council Corner
Finance

The Finance Committee discussed and recommended approval of the following items to City Council
during the December 2019 and January/February
2020 meetings:
•
A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter
into a Third Addendum to the agreement with j.
Neusser, LLC (DBA Ohio Muni Tax, LLC) as the
contracted Municipal Advisor.
• An Ordinance to provide a new rate schedule for the services of Donald
G Bohning & Associates as consulting Engineers and Gerald M. Wise as
the City Engineer.
• An Ordinance accepting the lowest bid from Safe Staffing for temporary
general labor staffing for the Service Department. This contract is largely for rubbish and recycle pickup and leaf collection and is the contract
for 2020 rates.
• A Resolution authorizing a release & settlement agreement with AT&T
for a credit in the amount of $165,384.64. This was due to a billing
error that took place for prior services that were terminated and took several months to correct by the vendor.
• A Resolution authorizing the allocation of income tax revenue to certain
named funds with the balance of said revenues to remain in the City’s
General Fund.
• An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 5220, making appropriations
for current expenses of the City during the fiscal year ending December
2019, making necessary appropriation and revenue adjustments.
• An Ordinance to make appropriations for current expenditures and other
expenditures of the City of Brecksville for 2020.
• Passage of a motion authorizing the amendment to the 2020 Recreation
Department fee schedule.
• Approval of an increase to Blanket Purchase order in the amount of
$20,000 for Fitness Instructors at the Community Center.
• Approval to increase a Blanket Purchase Order in the amount of $750
for copy paper for all departments within the City.
• Approval of an increase to a Blanket Purchase Order of $1,500 for basketball supplies for our youth recreation program. This is necessary due
to increase in registrations for the program.
• Approval of a purchase requisition in the amount of $6,210 for the fiscal
2020 annual maintenance agreement for the RecTrac & WebTrac systems.
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an agreement with
Ganley Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram, Inc. for the lease of an automobile.
• A Resolution authorizing an agreement with Christ the Redeemer
Lutheran Church for shared parking spaces in the annual amount not to
exceed $24,000.
• Two Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into a collective
Bargaining Agreement with the Ohio Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association
representing the Brecksville Police Department Sergeants and Patrolmen.
Both of these agreements are for three years.
• Seven Ordinances amending specific sections of the administrative code
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necessary for cleanup and clarification relating to personnel. The sections
amended include the following:
o 145.05 - Holidays
o 145.06(b) - Cash out
o 145.08 - Cash out
o 145.09©(5) - clothing and equipment
o 145.10(a) - Health Care Insurance
o 145.13 - exempted employees
o 145.14 - clarification of jury duty, military leave, salary continuation
• An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 5213 as it relates to employee
compensation
• Approval of the 2020 Blanket Purchase Order requests
• Approval of an amendment of Ordinance 5277, Exhibit A to correct certain line items categorized improperly.
• Authorization for the Purchasing Director to advertise for bids on the following annual purchase & projects for 2020:
o 2020 Online Auctions of Surplus Property on GovDeals.com
o Disposal of rubbish, recycle, leaves and street sweepings
o Asphalt materials (municipal purchasing consortium)
o 2021 Road Program
• Approval of a purchase requisition to Sundance Systems, Inc. for the
annual support of CAD Disaster Software and Mobile Data, Public
Records Online, AVL Support, Hosted System and Mayor’s Court
Interface Support Agreement in the aggregate amount of $10,500.
• A Resolution authorizing the sale of personal property no longer needed
for municipal purposes by internet auction in accordance with Section
721.15 of the Ohio Revised Code.
• Approval of a Purchase Requisition to Wichert Insurance Services, Inc.
for year 2 of a 3-year rate-guaranteed policy through Provident for
Accident & Health Insurance Coverage for the volunteer & part-time
fireman at a cost of $3,212.
• An Ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 5277 making appropriations for
current expenses.
• A Resolution authorizing a grant to the Brecksville Center for the Arts
not to exceed $6,000.
• A Resolution authorizing a grant to the Brecksville Historical Association
in the amount of $3,500 for assistance with utility expenses at the Squire
Rich Museum.
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into three agreements for
contractors for several youth programs including:
o Softball & Baseball Director – Tom English
o BTBA President & Liason – Meg English
o Youth Soccer Director - Geoffrey Thacker
• Four Ordinances providing for the issuance and sale of notes for the following projects and amounts:
o State Route 82 Phase I- $1,600,000
o State Route 82 Phase II - $750,000
o Field House Construction Costs- $8,600,000
o State Route 82 Phase II - $1,150,000
• Approval of salary continuation for a member of the service department
injured while working in the City.
• Approval of a blanket vendor purchase requisition in the amount of
$15,000 for expenses related to the City of Brecksville’s production of
“It’s a Wonderful Life.”

• A Resolution accepting the proposal of Squire Patton Boggs, LLP to
provide professional services to the City in an amount not to exceed
$50,000.
Additionally, the monthly professional service expenditures were approved
in the amount of $44,353.45 for December, $51,187.28 for January,
$61,973.4 for February 2020.
Laura Redinger, Chairperson

Legislation
At the February 4th meeting, Council approved
legislation to amend Section 1186.04 of the
Administrative Code to include Section 1186.07,
which reflects fees established for the application
process regarding wind and solar energy systems.
Voting Day is March 17th in Ohio. The City
has placed a zoning-code amendment on the ballot to allow for two
new conditional uses in the Manufacturing -Distribution District of the
Planning and Zoning Code. An approval of fifty-five percent (55%) by
electors is required to approve the change.
Ann Koepke, Chairperson

Safety – Service
Our Service, Police and Fire departments remain
busy as we finish up the winter months and prepare for projects in the upcoming Spring season.
Our committee met and recommended to council
approval a of number of purchase requisitions
to allow our service department to replace and/
or repair existing equipment and vehicles. These
included a new back hoe, repair of a hook and bucket truck and a new
floor scrubber for housekeeping.
We recommended and council subsequently approved authorization
for the Administration to complete a NOPEC Energized Community
Grant for which the City has already been advised will receive a funding
allocation of $60,456.00. In addition our committee recommended
and Council approved the Administration application for the Bureau of
Workers’ Compensation Safety Intervention SafetyGRANTS. We are
once again eligible to receive a 3 to 1 matching grant of up to $40,000.00.
These are monies that can be used to purchase equipment that allows us
to minimize or eliminate potential work place hazards for our city employees.
Our committee recommended a motion and Council approved a blanket purchase requisition for 2020 Prisoner Housing Services with the
Cities of North Royalton, Strongsville, and Solon. These redundancies
give us back up options for our police force, and outsourcing the extended
housing of prisoners continues to save the City a considerable amount of
money annually.
Our Fire Department will be hosting its 3rd annual Citizens Fire
Academy. This is for residents 18 years or older and includes training on
fire prevention, CPR Certification along with other items related to Fire
and EMS operations in the city. This program is free of charge and commences Monday March 9th. Please contact our Fire Department for more
details.
Lastly, I want to thank our Service Department for doing a good job of
keeping our roads cleared as winter winds down and I ask residents to be
mindful of the City’s trucks and use extra caution when road conditions
are less than ideal.
Dominic Caruso, Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks
First of all, I would like to thank retired City
Councilmember, Gerry Broski, for his 20 plus
years of serving as the chairman of the Streets and
Sidewalks Committee. Councilman Broski took a
special interest in this committee and worked closely with the Service Department and listened to our
residents’ needs. As the newly appointed chairman,
I will do my best to maintain the standard that he set for this committee
in the coming years. Serving on the committee with me are Kim Veras
and Jack Petsche.
Although it is still winter, spring will be here soon (we hope) and the
Service Department will begin our annual work on our city streets. In
December, the Service Department proposed a Road Program for this year
based upon the data they had regarding our streets condition. There is
a scoring system that is used to rate each street. This report was used to
prepare the budget for 2020. In the spring, the Service Department and
Committee will review the program and make adjustments, if necessary,
after we assess the winter damage.
The 2020 Road Program plans to spend about $1.5 million dollars
on our roads. This is in line with our recent spending history for road
improvement. This includes asphalt repaving, concrete work and guardrails. Since the City has its own road equipment, we are able to make our
expenditures go farther than if we had to bid the work.
The Committee recommended to Council that the Mayor apply for
Cuyahoga County Public Works 50/50 Grants to complete work on
Wallings Road in 2021 for $185,000.00 and on Riverview Road in 2022
for $122,000.00.
The Service Department continues to address immediate needs with
cold patch asphalt until the better weather arrives and more permanent
repairs can be done. We look forward to a very successful 2020 for our
Road Program.
Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

Utilities
At our December 17th meeting the Utilities
Committee recommended and Council approved
a resolution accepting a storm sewer easement at
9463 Sherwood Trail.
At our January 21st meeting the Utilities
Committee recommended and Council passed a
resolution authorizing the Mayor to renew the memorandum of understanding with CFWD and North East Ohio Regional Sewer District
for the provision of technical assistance in implementing the City of
Brecksville’s soil and water conservation measures for the year 2020.
Also, at our January 21st meeting the Committee recommended and
Council passed a resolution granting an easement for construction operating, maintaining, repairing and replacing storm and sanitary sewer
facilities across and through the property located at 9905 Whitewood
Road for the Whitewood sanitary sewer repair project.
At our Feb 4th meeting the Committee recommended and Council
approved authorizing the Mayor to enter into a community cost sharing
agreement with the NEORSD for the Whitewood Road aerial sewer
improvement project. According to the City Engineer Gerry Wise, the
community cost sharing agreement will cover 65%-75% of the cost of
the project.
Jack Petsche, Chairperson
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Human Services
March
5 Spaghetti & meatballs, broccoli, ciabatta bread, garden salad,

chocolate candy bar cake.
12 St. Patrick’s Day Party! Corned beef sandwich, Colcannon potatoes, glazed carrots, Cole slaw, pistachio cake.
19 Parmesan crusted tilapia, lemon orzo, mixed vegetable, dinner
roll, salad, lemon meringue pie.
26 Beef stroganoff, buttered noodles, vegetable, dinner roll, salad,
carrot cake.

April
2 Chicken Parmesan, pasta with red sauce, Italian green beans, din-

ner roll, garden salad, Jello poke cake.
16 Easter Party!: Ham with pineapple, au gratin potatoes, asparagus, dinner roll, gelatin salad, cheesecake.
23 Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, gravy, peas & carrots, dinner roll,
cottage cheese & peach salad, cherry pie.
30 Bruschetta topped chicken breast, scalloped potatoes, broccoli,
dinner roll, Cole slaw, dessert.
Thursday lunch includes coffee, decaf coffee, iced tea.
Call for reservations at 526-2499. Residents can call from
Thursday prior to the lunch but no later than Tuesday the week of
the lunch.
Must be 60 or over. The cost is $7 for residents and $9 for nonresidents. A nonresident must be the guest of a resident; one nonresident per resident.

Cheers for our Drivers!

Joanne Widrig and Pat O’Donnell are three of our loyal drivers who
take seniors to appointments.
And a huge thanks to Maria and Dennis Kuminski and Chad Evans
who drive for Meals on Wheels. Please volunteer by calling 526-2499.
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March
3 Scrambled eggs, bacon, hash brown potatoes, lettuce & tomato.
10 Pancakes, sausage links, scrambled eggs, applesauce
17 Egg McMuffin: Irish muffin topped with scrambled eggs, ham,

pot o’gold cheddar cheese; potatoes, green grapes, and good
luck.
24 Sausage gravy over biscuit, sausage patty, scrambled eggs, lettuce
& tomato.
31 Egg Stacker: Fried potato oval, sliced cheddar cheese,
Canadian bacon, fried egg, Hollandaise sauce; fruit.

April
7 No brunch served.
14 Scrambled eggs, diced ham, cheddar cheese, salsa; hash brown

potatoes, cornmeal muffin, fruit.
21 Scrambled eggs, diced ham, cheddar cheese, salsa; hash brown
potatoes, cornmeal muffin, fruit.
28 Vegetable strata with Hollandaise sauce, sausage links, red skin
potatoes, fruit.
The cost is $5 and open to everyone regardless of age.

Restaurants, A Mall Trip and Brecksville
Errands Every Tuesday
March
4

Wednesday

Cedar Creek Grill-Beachwood

6
11
18
25

Friday

Summit Mall

Wednesday

Brio-Lyndhurst

Wednesday

Flour-Moreland Hills

Wednesday

Aldo’s-Brooklyn

April
1
3

Wednesday

Blue Point Grille-Cleveland

Friday

Beachwood Mall

8
15

Wednesday

Red, The Steakhouse-Beachwood

Wednesday

Wild Mango-Pinecrest

22

Wednesday

Architectural Justice Gallery & CaféStrongsville

29

Wednesday

Noble House-Hudson

Brecksville Human Services Center
Honors Volunteers
Committed to Making Life Better!
Fifteen volunteers were honored for 10 to 14 years of service to
the community at the Annual Volunteer Luncheon sponsored by the
Brecksville Department of Human Services on February 20.
Ray Andrews was honored as a 15 year volunteer.
25 year recognition went to Judy Lewis of the Yuletide Hunger
Program and Tom Martin, Treasurer of the Meals on Wheels
Program.
For the first time a 35 year volunteer was saluted. Ken Orchard has
been a driving force of the Yuletide Hunger Program.
A special award was given to Bill Long who recently retired after 28
years of service as President of the Meals on Wheels Board.
Awards were also given for one, three and five years of service.
These dedicated people drive seniors to medical appointments,
work in the kitchen for Tuesday and Thursday meals, deliver Meals
on Wheels, work at the front desk and more.

35 year volunteer, Ken Orchard.

The Department of Human Services is proud that 180(!) people
volunteer.
In a traditional and solemn time during the Volunteer Luncheon
Mayor Jerry Hruby read the names of volunteers who have passed
away since last year’s Luncheon. Each name was followed by the ringing of the Kiwanis Club bell and a moment of silence.
Want to volunteer? Just call the Human Services Center at 440526-2499 for more information about a volunteer position for you.
Remember, volunteers who serve more than 48 hours each year
receive a free membership to the Human Services Center regardless of
city of residence.

28 year volunteer as President of Meals on Wheels, Bill Long.
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Human Services
Therapy Pool

The Human Services Center’s warm water therapy pool is a
great place to rehab from an injury or just give your body some
needed exercise. Simply walking in water can provide a challenging workout without impact to the body. Adult residents 18 and
over are welcome. Membership in the Human Services Center or
Community Center is required to use the pool as well as a form
signed by your M.D. or Osteopath only. The application form can
be found online or at the Human Services Center.

Monday
9:00-10:00

Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30

Nora’s Water Exercise

8:30-9:00
11:00-6:30
7:30-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Tuesday
9:00-10:00

Sculpt and Splash

1:00-4:00

Sport and Spine PT

6:30-7:30

Aqua Yoga

8:30-9:00
10:00-1:00
4:00-6:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Wednesday
9:00-10:00

Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30

Nora’s Water Exercise

8:30-9:00
11:00-12:00 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy
12:30-6:30
7:30-8:00

Thursday
9:00-10:00

Sculpt and Splash

12:00-4:00

Sport and Spine PT

6:45-7:45

Learn to Swim (toddlers only)

8:30-9:00
10:00-12:00 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy
4:00-6:45

Friday
9:00-10:00

Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
8:30-9:00
11:00-4:50

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Saturday
9:00-12:00
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Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Sunday (pool is closed)

Personal Needs
Blood Pressure Screenings — FREE

Every Monday from 9 to 11:45
Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the Human
Services Center

Recovery — FREE
Recovery, Inc. meets Fridays from 10:00 to
noon. Having
trouble dealing with your emotions? Recovery, Inc. is a self help
program that will help you cope in a friendly, small-group atmosphere. Meetings are held in a private room.

Brecksville Pantry — FREE
The Human Services Center distributes food once each month to
families of all ages who are in need. If you or someone you know
needs assistance please contact the Human Services Center at
526-2499.

Food Donations
The Brecksville Pantry is always in need of food donations or gift
cards to Marc’s and Heinen’s to buy fresh meat. We especially need
spaghetti and sauce, canned vegetables, canned fruit, cereal, canned
soups and paper products. Please bring your donations to the Human Services Center at 2 Community Drive.

Meals on Wheels
The Human Services Center is the headquarters for the local
Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch and
cold supper Monday through Friday mornings except holidays.
Cost is $30 per week. Call 526-2499 for enrollment information.

Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 and over,
Monday through Friday from 9 to 3. Our cars will take you to a
medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga County. Our van
will take you on errands on Tuesdays. Our bus will take you to a
restaurant on Wednesdays and a shopping mall on the first Friday
of each month. An application on file is necessary. Call the Human
Services Center for more information at 526-2499. $1 per ride
each way is encouraged to defray the cost of gas.

Cards and Games
Free with Human Services paid membership
Canasta – Tuesdays from 1 to 3 and
Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3 pm
Dominoes – Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
“Learn How to Play Bridge”– 2nd & 4th
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm. All levels are welcome. This is a must
class if you want to play a stronger game of Bridge and learn winning strategies with little effort.

Any questions? Call Herb at 440-526-5757
Duplicate Bridge – Mondays and Fridays 12:45 until finished,
Bring a partner or just bring yourself.
Bridge After Dark – Every Thursday from 7 to 9:45
Texas Hold ’Em – Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Bring a canned
food item to “buy” chips. You might win a free lunch.

Arts and Crafts

Mah Jongg – Wednesdays from 9 to Noon
Pinochle – Wednesdays and Fridays from 1 to 3.

Fitness
Most fitness programs are free with a paid membership to the
Human Services Center or the Community Center. Yoga and
water exercise classes do require a class fee.

Tai Chi with Sandra
Wednesday at 11:00 am
Tai Chi is the ancient Chinese exercise experience that is the just
right exercise for people who are looking to stretch and tone without getting sore! A great way to loosen up those tight muscles.

Stretch & Balance Class with Charlie Skiba
Tuesdays 12:00 – 12:30. Regain your sense of balance and help
prevent balance-related falls and injuries. FREE with paid membership.

Watercolor with Judy Roszak
Mondays from 10:00 to Noon – It doesn’t
matter if you’re a beginner or have been painting
all your life. Classes are small enabling Judy to give one-on-one
personal instruction regardless of your ability.
A “punch pass” for 6 sessions is $30 for Brecksville residents, $40
for non residents.
Walk-ins are $7 for members, $9 for non members and $11 for
nonresident, nonmembers.
Pick up a supply list before your first class.

The Handcrafters
Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn how to make greeting cards,
place cards, knit, crochet, cross stitch, needlepoint or scrapbook.
Make things for yourself or help us make items for hospice or the
Yuletide Hunger program. Oh yes, a little bit of chit chat goes on
too. You’ll make new friends. Free to registered members.

Tech

Armchair Yoga
Mondays with Mary & Friday with Josephina 10:45 to 11:45 am
A relaxing class concentrating on alignment of poses creating
strength, flexibility and tone.

Seniors In Motion with Charlie Skiba
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:45 – 11:45 am
You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be able to do sitting down
that will make you feel better!

Dance for Folks with Parkinson’s — FREE
Fred and Dianne Discenzo teach dancing for folks with Parkinson’s and their partners. It’s 11:30 am to 12:30 pm on the second
Saturday of each month. Call 526-8531 for more information.
The next classes are March 14 and April 11.

Computers
The Human Services Center has three computers with a printer
and e-mail and Internet capability just waiting for you. Walk in
anytime and sit right down. Free!

Brecksville Computer Users Group
Thursdays from 6:30 to 9 pm now at a new location! We moved
from the old school at Blossom to Building #5 directly across the
street from Safety Town at Blossom, please see the map below. If
your computer or laptop is sick with a virus, we do computer diagnosis and repair. Call for
more info at 526-8836.
Or join up if you love
tinkering with computers.
Sorry, but they don’t fix
iPads.

Need A Reassurance Call?

One of the many services offered by the Human
Services Center is “Reassurance Calls.”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a call
from a staff member or volunteer from Human
Services. If you don’t respond by the end of the

day we will notify a friend or relative that you
designate to check on you.
Call 526-2499 to sign up. This is suggested for
older folks who live alone.
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Events
Come to the Community
Center for Some Hoppin’
Good Easter Bunny Fun!
Tuesday, April 7
4:30 to 5:30 pm

Hey Kids! Make a special Easter craft, decorate a yummy
take-home treat and visit with the Easter Bunny himself! Photo
opportunity included. This event is an open house style event
with activities in different rooms of the Human Services Center.
Please plan to arrive no later than 4:45pm in order to have time
to enjoy all of the activites.
Cost is $2 for Brecksville
Community Center Members
& $3 per child for non-members.
Space is limited. Please
call 546-2300 for more
information.

“Cleveland Then and Now”
Take a “tour” through the many dramatic transformations of Cleveland over the last 150 years at the Brecksville Women’s Club. Laura DeMarco, author and Arts and Entertainment reporter for the
Cleveland Plain Dealer, will lead us on this remarkable journey. Join
us at the Brecksville Women’s Club meeting on Tuesday, March 24
at St. Michael’s Woodside, Broadview Hts. Lunch and meeting at
11:30 am.followed by our program at 1 pm For more information call
Cathie 440-582-0404.
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Daylight Savings
Time Begins
Spring Ahead!
March 8

Aqua Easter
Egg Hunt
Friday, April 3

Join us for our 6th Annual Aqua Easter Egg Hunt! There will be floating eggs
and sinking eggs for the hunters to find. One “magic” egg per age group will
earn the hunter a special prize. The Aqua Egg Hunt will take place in the Human
Services Therapy Pool. It is a warm water shallow pool.
All participants will receive prizes. We will also have a craft for children to do
before or after the Hunt!
We will provide a bag for the hunter to collect their eggs.
CHILDREN UNDER 6 Years old MUST HAVE A TRUSTED ADULT IN THE WATER. If
your child is 6 or older and is not a strong swimmer, a trusted adult is required to
be in the water. Our lifeguards must watch everyone that is in the pool so you are
the only one able to watch your child 100% of the time. Life jackets are permitted
to be worn by children WITH an adult in the water.
Section
Age
Time
Activity Number
Section A
6 mos.-18 mos.
5:30-6:00 pm
322661-00
Section B
18 mos.-36 mos.
6:00-6:30 pm
322661-01
Section C
3-4 yrs
6:30-7:00 pm
322661-02
Section D
5-6 yrs.
7:00-7:30 pm
322661-03
Section E
7-8 yrs.
7:30-8:00 pm
322661-04
***BCC pool
Section F
8-12 yrs.
8:30-9:00 pm
322661-05
Children that are not potty trained must wear a swim diaper. Swim diapers are
available for purchase at the front desk of the Community Center.
Registration: In progress for residents and non-residents
Cost: $5 Brecksville Community Center Members
$6 Brecksville Residents
$7 Non-Residents
*No third child discount for special events.

SAVE THE DATE

Brecksville Fire Department
Ice Cream Social
Saturday, June 13, 2020

Safety Town provides children entering kindergarten with basic instruction in safety awareness through their own involvement in preventive
procedures. A miniature town, complete with streets, buildings, sidewalks, vehicles, stop signs, crosswalks & a traffic light will be provided.
Instruction will be provided by a certified teacher, police officers & safety
personnel, along with assistance from teenage volunteers.
Brecksville Safety Town will be held at BLOSSOM HILL,
4450 OAKES RD, IN BRECKSVILLE. Transportation to the Safety
Town site is the responsibility of the parent.
REGISTRATION: FEE IS $20.00
Registration begins May 1 and ends May 31, 2020 at the Brecksville
Community Center, 1 Community Drive.
For online registration: https://webtrac.Brecksville.oh.us or
Register in person at the Community
Center. PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
CITY OF BRECKSVILLE
Class size is limited and will be filled on a first-come, first serve basis.
6/8 through 6/19

9:00 am – 11:00 am

6/8 through 6/19

11:45 am – 1:45 pm

6/22 through 7/3

9:00 am – 11:00 pm

6/22 through 7/3

11:45 am – 1:45 pm

City Offices Closed for the Holiday
Brecksville City Hall, the Service Department and the Human Services
Center will be closed on Good Friday, April 10.
There will be no senior trash and recycling pick up on that day.
The Community Center will be open from 10 - 5 on Good Friday, April
10, but will be closed on Easter Sunday, April 12.
Whenever there is a City holiday rubbish and recycling collection will be
the next business day.

Kiwanis Club of Brecksville
Hosts the Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday April 11 at 10 am
BBHHS Practice Field
Toddlers to age 12 are invited. Rain or Shine.
Bring a basket or bag to collect the eggs.
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Safety & Service

Citizens Fire Academy

Sign-up by contacting the Brecksville Fire Department at 526-2640

Class Objectives:

• Expose Residents on the Inner Workings of the Brecksville Fire
Department

Class Information:

• Introduce Residents to the Level of EMS care and Services provided by
BFD

CPR Certification – Monday, March 16 from 6:30-9pm
with Firefighters DiGeronimo & Watral

• Earn Your CPR Certification and Perform Hands-on Fire Extinguisher
Training

Introduction Chief Zamiska & Staff – Monday, March 9 from 6:30-9pm

EMS Operations – Monday, March 23 from 6:30-9pm
with Firefighters Gordon & Parkhurst

• Showcase the Capabilities of the Trucks, Equipment, and Firefighters of TECC/Stop the bleed – Saturday, March 28 from 9:00am-Noon
BFD and Try on their Gear
with Firefighters Sirl & Packard
• Educate Residents on Fire Safety & Prevention in the home
Home Safety – Mon. Mar. 30 from 6:30-9pm
• Learn Emergency Preparedness Tips for Your Home, Office, and the
College Dorm

• Extra Saturday Class on Tactical Emergency Casualty Care & Stop the
Bleed Programs
• Have FUN!
Must Be a Resident of the City of Brecksville and Must be 18 years of age
or older. No Cost to Attend!

with Firefighters Packard & Sternad

Fire/Rescue Ops – Mon. Apr. 6 from 6:30-9pm
with Firefighters Lt. Bender & Lt. Lenarth
Graduation/Reception – Mon. Apr. 13 from 6:30-9pm
Mayor Hruby, Chief Zamiska & Brecksville Firefighters
Classes located at Brecksville Fire Station, 9023 Brecksville Road.

Natural Gas and Electricity
Let’s start out with a piece of long term advice. DON’T EVER LET
ANYONE TALK YOU OUT OF LEAVING NOPEC FOR GAS OR
ELECTRICITY. You’ll be asking for trouble and sooner or later you’ll be
calling for help on how to get out of your bad decision to leave NOPEC.
It’s true, someone on occasion has a better deal but at the end of that
contract they have methods to get back the money you saved and more!

than $2.37 on your February bill. And no higher than $2.09 on your
March bill.

If you don’t have NOPEC call 1-855-667-3201. But be aware that if you
are with a for profit company NOPEC will not be able to take you until
you cancel the for profit company you’re with and then be sent back to
Dominion. Also, the chances of someone calling you, or knocking at your
door or receiving an offer in the mail, are 99 times out of 100 that you’ll
lose money either in the short term or the long run!!

If you EVER see the letters MVR (Monthly Variable Rate) on your gas
bill it means that you have fallen into the clutches of evil people. Call
Dominion immediately at 1-800-362-7557 and tell them you want to be
a “permanent SCO customer!” And don’t let them tell you that you have
to call the supplier you’re with to cancel the MVR. BE FIRM! If necessary
ask to speak with a Dominion supervisor!!!!! Don’t take NO for an answer.

Now the numbers. Natural gas rates have been going down! The rate on
your January bill should have been no higher than $2.69 and no higher

City Calendar

March
2 Yard Waste Pickup Begins
3 City Council Meeting 8 pm
5 Special Planning Commission 7 pm
7 CodeRED Testing at Noon
8 Daylight Saving Begins Spring Ahead!
9 Board of Zoning Appeals 7:30 pm
11 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
17 Primary Election 6:30 am - 7:30 pm Please Vote!
City Council Meeting 8 pm
23 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm
25 Telecommunications 7 pm
12 26 Planning Commission 7 pm

If you see a NOPEC rate of $3.42 on your gas bill this winter it means
that you didn’t call NOPEC when you received the “opt out” letter in the
fall. Call NOPEC at 1-855-667-3201 and tell them you want the variable
rate. Do that immediately!

As to electricity, everyone should have NOPEC’s variable rate which is
below 5 cents per kilowatt hour.
April
3 Aqua Egg Hunt at the Human Services
7 Visit with the Easter Bunny 4:30 pm at the Human Services
City Council Meeting 8 pm
8 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
9 Planning Commission 7 pm
10 Good Friday, All City Offices Closed. Community Center open
10 am -5 pm
11 Kiwanis Easter Egg Hunt 10 am
12 Happy Easter! City Offices Closed includes the Community Ctr.
13 Board of Zoning Appeals 7:30 pm
15 Telecommunications 7 pm
21 City Council Meeting 8 pm
23 Planning Commission 7 pm
27 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm

Scam Corner

Beware of Soc
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Security Phone l
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Telephone sc
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They may thr
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not be fooled!
If you receive
a suspicious
call:
1. HANG UP
!
2. DO NOT GI
VE THEM MO
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3. REPORT TH
ONAL INFORM
E SCAM AT OI
ATION!
G.SSA.GOV

Protecting Your Personal Information
Secure Your Identity

The Social Security Administration (SSA), like many government
agencies and businesses, continues to expand its electronic services. With
a few clicks online, citizens can apply for Social Security benefits, view
their Social Security Statement, or request a new or replacement Social
Security card, for example.

2. Do not trust caller-ID on your phone; government imposters
will use legitimate numbers to mislead you. Be cautious when
speaking with unknown callers, and if they threaten you,
hang up.

ALL

ER

Scammers pr
etend they’re
from Social Se
curity or anoth
er
government ag
ency. The numb
er
you see on ca
ller ID may ev
en
look like an off
icial governmen
t
number but it
is not.

Any call askin
g you to pay a
fine or debt wit
h retail gift cards
,
cash, wire trans
fers, or pre-pa
id
debit cards.

Callers threaten
you with arres
t or
other legal ac
tion.

Be Alert

Social Security
may call you in
some
situations but
will never:
» Threaten yo
u
» Suspend yo
ur Social
Security Numb
er
» Demand im
mediate paym
ent
from you
» Require pa
yment by cash
, gift card,
pre-paid debit
card, or wire tra
nsfer

1. Do not believe calls, emails, or texts saying you need to pay a
fee to collect lottery winnings or to resolve an issue with the
government. Stay up to date on current fraud scams at oig.ssa.
gov/newsroom/scam-awareness.

NC

ut for

The caller says
there is a
problem with
your Social
Security numb
er or account.

10 Tips to Protect Personal Information

NOW

What to look o

As you do more business with SSA and other entities online, it is
increasingly important to protect your personal information. These
electronic services are generally safe and secure, but if your personal
information falls into the wrong hands, identity thieves could misuse
that information and access your online accounts, with SSA and other
entities.
Identity theft affects millions of people each year and can have serious
financial and identity-related effects. Protect yourself by securing your
personal information, understanding the threat of identity theft, and
exercising caution.
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3.
Never give out your personal information
over the phone or in an email to someone who asks
for it. Social Security may contact you, but they won’t
threaten to arrest you, and if you need to make a
payment, they will send you a letter.

10. Never click on a link sent in an unsolicited email or text message
Type in the web address yourself. Only provide information on
secure websites you trust.

4.
Always protect your Social Security number.
Don’t carry your card in your wallet—and keep it in
a safe place at home. Don’t give it out unnecessarily or
accidentally.

• Contact the Federal Trade Commission at www.identitytheft.gov.

5.

Shred any piece of paper that
contains personal information such as
your name, birth date,and Social Security
number. Identity thieves look through
trash for information.
6. Regularly check your financial
accounts for suspicious transactions.
7.
Request a free credit
report from each of the three credit
bureaus every year. Visit www.
annualcreditreport.com.
8.

Install and maintain strong
anti-virus software on all of your
electronic devices.

9. Make your passwords complicated
so others cannot easily access your
accounts. Use sentences or phrases that you can
easily recall.

Take Action If You Suspect Identity Theft
• Place a fraud alert on your credit record with one of the three credit
bureaus:
◊ Equifax (1-866-349-5191)
◊ Experian (1-888-397-3742)
◊ TransUnion (1-800-680-7289)
• Contact your financial providers (banks, credit card companies, etc.)
to question or dispute irregular transactions.
• Check your Social Security earnings statement online to make sure
your reported wages are correct. Visit www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount.
• Consider blocking online access to your Social Security accounts.
Visit https://secure.ssa.gov/acu/IPS_INTR/blockaccess.
Investigate these sites
Website: oig.ssa.gov | Twitter: @TheSSAOIG | YouTube: @TheSSAOIG
Instagram: @TheSSAOIG | Facebook: www.facebook.com/oigssa
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Recreation

Spring Fitness schedule

5:55 am

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Spinning® - Belinda

Spinning® - Rhonda

Spinning & Strength - Rhonda

Spinning® - Rhonda

Spinning® - Belinda

Pure Strength - Rhonda

Saturday

Sunday

Pure Strength - Rhonda

6:30 am
7:30 am
8:00 am

Yoga - Denise
FREE Core Class -Rhonda

All Levels Yoga - Mary

Yoga Stretch - Dana

FREE Core Class -Rhonda

Spinning® - Kristin
Pure Strength - Rhonda

8:30 am

Spinning® - Angie

9:00 am

Yoga - Denise

Spinning®-Jane

Spin & Strength - Jane

Spin & Strength - Angie

9:15 am
9:30 am

Strengthen & Shred - Christy

Yoga - Linda

Slow Flow Yoga - Dana

Yoga - Linda

All Levels Yoga - Dana

Body 360 - Christy

Strengthen & Shred - Christy

Cardio Barre - Christy

Body 360 - Christy

Spinning® - Rhonda

Spinning® - Shelby

10:15 am

Vinyasa Flow Yoga - Dana
10:45 am

FREE Senior Yoga- Mary

FREE Seniors In Motion -

FREE Seniors In Motion -

Charlie

Charlie

11:00 am

Tai Chi - Sandra

Noon
4:30 pm

Balance - Charlie
Spinning®-Rhonda

4:45 pm

Spinning® - Kristin
Circuit - Lori

Circuit - Lori

FREE Senior Yoga - Josephina

Restoring Touch
Therapeutic Massage
& Body Work

5:45 pm
6:00 pm

All Levels Yoga -Divya

Sunset Restorative Yoga - Ulyana

6:15 pm

Lisa Cooper, LMT 216-233-3670

7:00 pm

Book Now at RTOUCH@GENBOOK.COM

www.restoringtouchllc.com

7:15 pm

American
Red Cross

First Aid/CPR/AED Program

The American Red Cross First Aid/CPR/AED program helps participants recognize and respond appropriately to cardiac, breathing
and first aid emergencies. The courses in this program teach the
knowledge and skills needed to give immediate care to an injured or
ill person and to decide whether advanced medical care is needed.
On successful completion of the First Aid/CPR/AED program, participants will receive an American Red Cross certification specific to the
course they completed valid for 2 years.

Dates
4/7
5/5
3/19
3/28
4/4
5/23

Days
Tues
Tues
Tues
Sat
Sat
Sat

Time
4:00-8:00 pm
4:00-8:00 pm
4:00-8:00 pm
12:00 - 4:00pm
12:00 - 4:00pm
12:00 - 4:00pm

Activity #
322554 21
322554 22
322554 41
322554 61
322554 62
322554 63

Location: Human Services Center
Cost: Fees: Resident Member 85.00, Resident 95.00 and Non-Resident
105.00
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Tony Niccoli introduced
us to this widely-acclaimed program,
which incorporates
all the Best Practices recommended by the US Soccer Association. The written
curriculum provides age-apcc
e
propriate activities based on
er Acad
the cognitive, psycho-motor,
psycho-social and emotional stage
of each age-group. Each session will be instructed by BSA staff and
Brecksville – Broadview Hts. Soccer players.
U3 Academy (ages 3) is a parent-child program for children ages 3-4
who are interested in having fun and learning the fundamentals of soccer. The program allows children the opportunity to work one-on-one
with a parent, teaches a variety of soccer skills, offers exercises that become increasingly more challenging as the class progresses. Children
show improvement and the class is taught with fun, safe, developmentally appropriate equipment. 9:15am-10:00am.
Cost: Resident Members - $55, Residents - $65, Non-Residents - $75
U5 Academy (ages 4 and 5) will engage in the ABC’s of player movement—Agility, Balance and Coordination. The ball will be used in most
activities to facilitate body-movement and ball control. These players
will play 1v1 and 2v2 games. Constant activity will be the target, so balls
will be in continuous play. 10:00am-11:00am.
Cost: Resident Members - $65, Residents - $75, Non-Residents - $85
U7Academy (ages 6 and 7) will engage in small-sided games with
4v4 being the best format, but 3v3 and 5v5 might also be employed

for older players. Their training will be games-based with a variety of
competitive games that will challenge players to learn the tactics of
the game—how to get a team shape; how to avoid pressure by passing
back; how to defend; how to switch the ball to the side with less pressure. 11:00am-12:00pm.
Cost: Resident Members - $65, Residents - $75, Non-Residents - $85
U8 League (ages 7 and 8) will serve as an introduction to traditional
league play in a 4v4 setting. One training session weekly and games to
be played on Saturday mornings. Teams will travel to Shaker Heights
and surrounding communities, games will be played at Blossom Hill
turf field and away sites. Teams will be formed and volunteer coaches
will manage teams. This division will help grow the “club” concept and
stress individual player development and team concept. Practices to
begin early April. Games scheduled from 9am-12pm
Cost: Resident Members - $75, Residents - $85, Non-Residents - $95
An explanation of what we do and why we do it will be provided to parents who will be able to comprehend our long-term player development
scheme. We have found that the players coming out of our Academy
are well-prepared to play 6v6 and the emotional hook has been set. The
passion to compete in a team-sport will be embedded. All sessions
meet at the Blossom Hill turf field.
All Divisions begin April 25 – end June 6 (OFF MAY 23 – Memorial Day)
Registration in progress until March 31

Gym Time

Dates
Days
Time
Through May 1
M/W/F
10:30 am-1:30 pm
Join the fun! Bring your kids in for fun and games and let them burn off some energy. Various toys and equipment will be available for use in the fieldhouse. Bring
your lunch and eat with your friends, too! There is no Gym Time when school
is canceled due to weather conditions or scheduled school holidays.

Taekwondo Spring Sessions
Session I
Tuesday, March 3 - Saturday, May 2
Session II
Tuesday, May 5 - Saturday, June 27

Ages: 18 and over

Adult Bocce League

Day

Date

Time

M-Th

June 2-August 29

6:00-8:00pm

Registration: Resident begins 3/1, non-resident begins 3/8, ends
5/21.
Cost: $75.00 registration fee per team.
Description: Welcome to the Brecksville Recreation Adult Bocce
League. This is a coed league, teams can be female/female,
female/male or male/male. The league will run over 9 weeks,
including a single elimination tournament to conclude. You may
register your team, at least two people, along with a maximum of
two substitutes, at the front desk of the Brecksville Community
Center. There will be a mandatory managers meeting on Tuesday, May 26 at the Brecksville Community Center in Community
Room C at 6:00pm, you must be registered to attend.
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Recreation

Girls Softball Leagues

Girls 8U – Machine Pitch (6-8 year olds)

Boys Baseball Leagues

Teams play a 10 game season. Games are one hour and are played Monday
through Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturday. Participants will be furnished with t-shirts and caps. Games will be played In-House
on the Tony Niccoli Turf Field at Blossom Hill.

Boys 8U Machine Pitch (6-8 year olds)

Teams play a 10 game season. Games are one hour and are played Monday
through Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturday. Par- $75.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
ticipants will be furnished with t-shirts and caps. Games will be played In-House $85.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
on the Tony Niccoli Turf Field at Blossom Hill.
$95.00 for non-residents
$75.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$85.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$95.00 for non-residents

Girls 10U – Minitail – Formally known as Pigtail (9 - 11 year olds)
Girls 13U – Pigtail – Formally known as Ponytail (12 - 14 year olds)

Boys 10U Minors (8-10 year olds)
Boys 10U - Majors (10-12 year olds)
Games played in Brecksville, Independence, Valley View, Brooklyn Hts., Newburg
Hts., & Seven Hills
Practices begin late April and games in May
$80.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$90.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$100.00 for non-residents

Kids will be pitching in this modified fast pitch league. Full softball uniforms are
furnished and kept by the participant at the end of the season. Teams play a 10
game season and have a post season tournament. Games are played Monday
through Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturday. The
game season begins the week before Memorial Day and post season tournament
games will be completed by the middle of July. Practices are scheduled to begin
at the end of April. Games in Brecksville, Independence, Valley View, Brooklyn Hts.,
Newburg Hts. & Seven Hills.
$80.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$90.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$100.00 for non-residents

Boys 15U - Pony League (13-15 year olds)
Games played in Brecksville, Independence, Valley View, Brooklyn Hts., Newburg
Hts., & Seven Hills.
Practices begin late April and games in May
$85.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$95.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$105.00 for non-residents
Boys 18U - High School (15-18 year olds)
Games played in Brecksville, Independence, Valley View, Brooklyn Hts., Newburg
Hts., & Seven Hills.
Practices begin late April and games in May
$90.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$100.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$110.00 for non-residents

Girls 18U – High School Slow Pitch League (15 - 18 year olds)
Games are played Monday through Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and
occasionally on Saturdays with inter-city play between neighboring communities.
Full softball uniforms are furnished and kept by the participant at the end of the
season. The game season begins the week before Memorial Day and post season
tournament games will be completed by the middle of July. Practices are scheduled to begin at the end of April. Participants must be in High School. Games in
Brecksville, Middleburg Hts., Strongsville, Parma Hts., Brook Park, Olmsted Falls &
Brunswick.
$85.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$95.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$105.00 for non-residents
Registration: (Minitail – High School) 3/1/20 Ends 4/10/20
Registration: (Machine Pitch) 3/1/20 Ends 5/8/20

Registration: (Minors – High School) 3/1/20 Ends 4/10/20
Registration: (Machine Pitch & Tee Ball) 3/1/20 Ends 5/8/20

18 & Over

COED SOFTBALL

Sundays, May 31 - August 16 from 5:00-11:00pm
This is a recreational coed softball league; it will be played on Brecksville City
Fields C and F on Sunday nights between the hours of 5:00pm and 11:00pm.
It will be a 7 week league, with a tournament to conclude. There will be two
divisions this year, Division A will be the competitive division for teams with more
experienced players, with an end of the season tournament. Division B will be
the less competitive division, for players looking for a social Sunday evening
League, with a tournament to conclude the season. If there are not enough
teams registered in either division, the divisions will be combined.
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For more information, please contact the Athletic Department at the Brecksville
Community Center 546-2300.

Mandatory Manager Meeting: There is a manager meeting on Sunday, May
17 at 5:00pm in the Brecksville Athletic Office, located on the Blossom Hill
Property. Teams must be registered to attend.
Cost:
$350.00 per team
$60.00 Forfeit Fee due at the managers meeting. (Will be refunded at the
end of the season)
$30.00 Umpire/Scorekeeper Fee due before start of game
Registration:
3/1/20 - 5/18/20

Ages 8 - 14

Girls Softball Pitching Clinic

Introductory fast pitch softball pitching clinic for girls ages 8-14. This clinic
will be designed for those girls who would like to pitch in the City of Brecksville Recreation Dept. youth softball leagues. We encourage any players to
attend who feel they have an interest in pitching. NO PITCHING OR PLAYING
EXPERIENCE NEEDED to attend this clinic. The session will be conducted
by Brecksville Travel Softball coaches and players. You may register for
multiple sessions.
Saturday, March 7, 14, 21 (9:00am-11:00am)
Times: 9:00am – 10:00am or 10:00am – 11:00am
Blossom Hill School Gym
Cost: $30 ($10 credit toward minitail/pigtail softball registration)
Participants must pre-register so we can plan each session accordingly
Registration in progress

Baseball and Softball Skills Camp

Ages 8 - 18

This camp is offered to registered participants of any City of Brecksville
Recreation Department Youth Baseball or Softball League. We will cover the
basics of throwing, hitting, fielding, and base running. The program will be
held outdoors, weather permitting, and will be moved into the gym if there
is bad weather. Brecksville Travel Baseball and Softball Coaches and players
along with Fielder’s Choice staff will be conducting the clinic. We would like
as many players to attend as possible to use this as a pre-season session to
hone their skills and knock off the rust from the cold winter months.

Rally Cap Tee Ball

Ages 4-6 (U6)

The Coed Tee Ball Program is designed to provide a positive and nurturing
developmental environment for children and adults. Teach and develop basic
fundamentals, rules, and strategies to players. Typically, two games are scheduled
each week between 6:00-9:00pm, Monday through Friday, and occasionally on
Saturdays. Your coach may schedule a practice after Memorial Day to meet the
children, time and weather permitting. Games will begin after the school season
has completed and the program will end by the end of July. Participants are
furnished with t-shirts, Cleveland Indians Caps and Wrist bands. This is a Tee Ball
program, there will be NO coach pitch. The Tee Ball program will be held on the
Tony Niccoli Turf Field at Blossom Hill.
Cost: Members $70.00
Residents $80.00
Non-Residents $90.00
Registration: 3/1/20 - 5/8/20

Baseball - Saturday, April 25 from 12pm-4pm
Softball - Saturday, April 25 from 12pm-2pm
Tony Niccoli Turf Field at Blossom Hill
Cost: FREE
Participants must pre-register so we can plan each session accordingly
Registration begins 3/1/20

For more information,
on these programs,
please contact the front
desk at the Brecksville
Community Center
546-2300.

Little Hitters Baseball

Little Hitters Baseball is a parent-child based program for children ages 3-5 who
are interested in having fun and learning the fundamentals of baseball or softball.
Little Hitters Baseball: allows children the opportunity to work one-on-one with a
parent; teaches children a variety of baseball skills including throwing, catching,
batting, running and agility; offers exercises that become increasingly more challenging as the class progresses and children show improvement; is taught with
fun, safe, developmentally appropriate equipment. Little Hitters Baseball classes
meet at the Blossom Hill Gym/Tony Niccoli Turf Field.
Dates/Time:
Session I: Wednesday Evenings

April 22 - May 27

5:30pm-6:15pm

Session II: Wednesday Evenings

April 22 - May 27

6:15pm-7:00pm

Cost:
$45 for BCC members
$55 for residents
$65 for non-residents
Registration: 3/1/20 - 4/17/20
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CENTER COURT TENNIS CLUB YOUTH TENNIS CAMP

Ages 4-18

Age Group

Time

We are excited to announce we have partnered with CENTER
COURT TENNIS CLUB to offer youth tennis lessons through the
Brecksville Recreation Department this summer. Classes will
be held at the outdoor courts located by City Hall.

Tot Tennis

Days

9am-9:30am

M,T,W,Th

7-9 year olds

10am-11am

M,T,W,Th

10-12 year olds

11am-12pm

M,T,W,Th

13-18 olds

12pm-1pm

M,T,W,Th

Tot Tennis (Ages 4-6) - Focus will be on hand and eye coordination drills, fundamentals of the volleys, and ground strokes.

Beginner Session I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  June 8-11
Beginner Session II. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 15-18
Games based on aiming competitions and distance control. As skills improve, live
Beginner/Intermediate Session III. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 22-25
ball drills will be introduced with the goal in mind to lead to real points and game
Beginner/Intermediate Session IV. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 29-July 2
situations.
Beginner/Intermediate Session V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 6-9
Beginner - Focus on teaching proper fundamentals, volleys, groundstroke, serve, Beginner/Intermediate Session VI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 13-16
etc. Hand and eye coordination drills in combination with aiming and control
Beginner/Intermediate Session VII . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 20-23
drills. Progressions which will advance from learning how to hit the ball, to consis- Beginner/Intermediate Session VIII. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  July 27-30
tently hitting it over the net, to placement on the court.
Registration: Begins March 1 & Ends one week prior to session start date
Cost:
Intermediate - As the kids graduate from beginner tennis or already have some
Tot Tennis
experience, we will focus on developing a solid foundation (trying to avoid bad
$40 BCC Members / $50 Residents / $60 Non-Residents
habits). At this stage the player should have a basic understanding of the game
Beginner & Intermediate
which will allow us to work on more challenging tasks.
$50 BCC members / $60 Residents / $70 Non-Residents
**Registered participants will receive a 10% NEW player discount at CENTER
COURT TENNIS CLUB for Fall or Winter lessons. **

Summer Camp
Ages Junior Camp – 6-8 year olds and Senior Camp – 9-12 year olds.
Camp is a great way for your children to stay active in the summer months with organized
activities at the Brecksville Community Center. Our Day Camp program is designed to
maximize campers’ time outdoors while playing games and sports, swimming, learning, and
doing crafts. Are you looking for child care while you work this summer? Look no further! Our
Day Camp program allows you to be confident in the care that your children are getting. NEWLY
ADDED ninth week of camp! Activities to include STEM Learning, Nature Walks, Engineering,
special guests, and weekly themes listed below. Our camp director Corrin Early is looking
forward to her third year of camp fun! Please feel free to e-mail her at camper@brecksville.
oh.us if you have any questions!
Be sure to pack a non-perishable lunch and drink, bring a bathing suit, towel, and tennis shoes
daily. Thursdays will be field trip days each week.

Location Camp will be located at Brecksville Community Center.
Cost:$90 per week for BCC members, $100 per week for Brecksville-Broadview Hts. residents and
$110 per week for non-residents
3rd Child Discount
Additional Costs: Extended Care is for families who need before and/or after camp supervision
for their children. You must register for Extended Care prior to attending each camp Week. Parents/
Guardians can pick up their children at any time during these hours:
Before Care: 8:00-9:00am – $15.00/week
After Care: 4:00-5:00pm – $15.00/ week
Registration: Begins March 1 for Brecksville Residents and April 1 for all others. Medical form and
Swim Permission form MUST be submitted at time of registration at the Brecksville Community
Center. Registration Packets including medical forms are available at http://www.brecksville.
oh.us/Departments/Recreation

Session One- June 8-12
“Let the Adventure Begin”

Session Three- June 22-26
“Jumping into Summer”

Session Five- July 6-10
“Camp Shore is Fun”

After Care – Activity # 333164 87
**Field Trip: Cleveland Zoo

Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 81
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 81
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 81
After Care – Activity # 333164 81
**Field Trip: Fun n’ Stuff

Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 83
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 83
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 83
After Care – Activity # 333164 83
**Field Trip: SkyZone

Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 85
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 85
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 85
After Care – Activity # 333164 85
**Wallace Lake

Session Eight- July 27-31
“Just Keep Swimming”

Session Two- June 15-19
“Camp is a Blast”

Session Four- June 29-July 2
“Party in the USA”

Session Six- July 13-17
“It’s Game Time”

Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 82
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 82
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 82
After Care – Activity # 333164 82
**Great Lakes Science

Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 84
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 84
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 84
After Care – Activity # 333164 84
**Field trip: MetroParks

Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 86
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 86
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 86
After Care – Activity # 333164 86
**Field Trip: Lake County Captains
Session Seven- July 20-24
“WILD About Summer”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 87
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 87
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 87

Existing

18

Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 87
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 87
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 87
After Care – Activity # 333164 87
**Field Trip: Coe Lake
Session Nine- August 3– August 7
“Play ALL Day”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 88
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 88
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 88
After Care – Activity # 333164 88
**Field Trip: TBA

Kids n Company I

Location Therapy Pool
This class is designed for children 6 months to 2 years of age. A
responsible adult participant who is comfortable in the water
must accompany each child during all
class sessions.
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
4/22 - 5/15
W/F
12:00 - 12:30 pm
322161-31
4/11- 5/30
Sat.
12:00 - 12:30 pm
322161-61
No Class 4/13 and 4/20.
Cost: Community Center Member $40, Resident $50

Kids n Company II

Location Therapy Pool
This class is designed for children 2 years to 4 years of age. A responsible adult participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany
each child during all class sessions. Water exploration is encouraged,
having fun is mandatory!
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
4/11- 5/30
Sat.
12:30 - 1:00pm
322162-61
No Class 4/13 and 4/20.
Cost: Community Center Member $40, Resident $50
NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear swim diapers in the
water at all times. No child suffering from diarrhea will be allowed to
participate in the program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at
the Community Center front desk if needed.

Preschool I

This class is designed for children 3 1/2 - 5 years of age. Please refer
to the website for more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation.
Location: Community Center
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
4:30 - 5:05pm
322163-81
No Class 4/3
Cost: Community Center Member $45, Resident $55

Preschool II

This class is designed for children 3 1/2 - 5 years of age. Please refer to the
website for more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation.
Dates
Day
Time
Activity #
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
4:30 - 5:05pm
322164-81
No Class 4/3
Cost: Community Center Member $45, Resident $55

Learn to Swim Levels 1-6

Location Brecksville Community Center
Level 1
Dates
Day
Time
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
5:30 - 6:20 pm
Level 2
Dates
Day
Time
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
4:30 - 5:20pm
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
5:30 - 6:20 pm
Level 3
Dates
Day
Time
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
4:30 - 5:20pm
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
5:30 - 6:20 pm
Level 4
Dates
Day
Time
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
4:30 - 5:20pm
Level 5
Dates
Day
Time
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
4:30 - 5:20pm
Level 6.1
Dates
Day
Time
4/20 - 5/13
M/W
5:30 - 6:20 pm
Registration March 1
Cost: Community Center Member $50, Resident $60

Activity #
322261-82
Activity #
322262-81
322262-82
Activity #
322263-81
322263-82
Activity #
322264-81
Activity #
322265-81
Activity #
322266-82

Competitive Swim Program
Location BCC Indoor Pool
Dates
4/20-5/18
4/22-5/20

Day
M
W

Time
6:30 - 7:45pm
6:30 - 7:45pm

Activity #
322362-11
322362-31

This is a quarterly offered program for Fall, Winter and Spring that will
focus on competitive swim techniques and endurance for youth. This
program is considered an extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.
• Times and days of program offerings will vary from season to season.
• It is designed for those that have participated in at least the Level 5
Learn-to-Swim or equivalent.
• This program is restricted to Brecksville residents only.
• This program is not offered to high school swimmers during the State
of Ohio Swim Team season.

New

• Sessions will be scheduled for eight (8) meetings.
• Each offering is considered a separate session with separate fees.
Participants should only register for sessions that they can attend.
• The program requires participants to perform continuous lap
swimming. Participants should be able to swim a minimum of ten
(10) continuous laps before registering. The instructors or other
Aquatic Staff may recommend participants continue Learn-toSwim before advancing to this program.
Skills that will be refined throughout the program will include:
• Freestyle (Front Crawl)
• Breaststroke
• Backstroke
• Butterfly
• Starts
• Turns
• Endurance
This class is pro-rated since it is only 5 weeks instead of 8.
Cost: Community Center Member $18.75 and Resident $22.00
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American
Red Cross
Dates
Days
4/13 -4/17
Mon.-Fri.
4/13 -4/17
Mon.-Fri.
Blended
4/23 - 4/26
Th
5/28 - 5/31
Th
Weekends
5/2 - 5/16
Sat/Sun
Review Blended
5/14 - 5/15
Sat/Sun

Times
9:00am - 3:00pm
3:00pm - 8:00pm

Activity #
322551 81
322551 82

4:00pm - 6:00pm
4:00pm - 6:00pm

322551 83
322551 84

10:00am - 4:00pm

322551 85

10:00am - 4:00pm

322552 81

Lifeguard Training Program

Lifeguards protect their community by preventing, recognizing, and
responding to water-related emergencies. In order to get a job at most
facilities, you need to become certified, and most employers look for
American Red Cross Certification.
Obtain your 2-year certification by taking a Lifeguarding course from
the American Red Cross.
5 Reasons to be a Lifeguard
1. Learn to save lives in and out of the water
2. Develop your leadership, communication and teaching skills
3. Build your resume
4. Earn money
5. Stay in great physical condition
Prerequisites:
• Must be at least 15 years old by the last day of class
• Swim 300 yards continuously, demonstrating breath control and
rhythmic breathing.
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• Tread water for 2 minutes using only
the legs.
• Complete a timed event within 1
minute, 40 seconds.
• Starting in the water, swim 20 yards.
• Surface dive, feet-first or head-first,
to a depth of 7 to 10 feet to retrieve a
10-pound object.
• Surface and swim 20 yards on back,
with both hands holding the object.
• Exit the water without using a ladder or steps.
If you are unsure of your ability to pass the prerequisites, or for
more information please call Bob at 546-2308 to schedule time to
complete them. We are unable to provide a refund (only credits given)
if you do not pass prerequisite skills.
You can NOT miss any class - NO make ups
Cost includes American Red Cross materials and certification fees
Bring bathing suit, towel, lunch, beverage, and snack to all classes
Cost: $140 for BCC members, $155 for residents and $170 for nonresidents.

For Your Information
Changes for Our Driver’s License or Identification Cards
Which one is right for you…

Beginning October 1, 2020, the federal government will no longer consider standard driver licenses and identification cards as sufficient forms of
identification for air travel. TSA will require a federally compliant driver license, identification card or another acceptable form of identification (such
as a US passport or military ID) to fly within the U.S.

Compliant DL–ID Card

Meets national travel security
requirements - a federally Compliant
form of identification will be
required to fly commercially or to
access federal facilities or military
bases.
Obtaining a Compliant card requires
more identity documents than the

Standard Card.
To prove identity, you must show proof of the following five elements
1-Full Legal Name*
4-Social Security Number
2-Date of Birth
5-Proof of Address
3-Proof of U.S. Legal Presence
TWO documents from different sources proving Ohio Street Address that
are listed on the Acceptable Document List are required for proof of Ohio
residency.

All information and images on this page were taken from the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles Website.

Standard DL–ID Card

Does not meet national travel
security requirements - a Standard
card will need to be used in
conjunction with a passport or
other acceptable documents
approved by the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA),
in order to fly commercially or to
access a federal facility or military base.
The Standard card does not require additional identity documents,
unless the DL-ID is being issued for the first time.
To prove identity, you must show proof of the following five elements
1-Full Legal Name*
4-Social Security Number
2-Date of Birth
5-Proof of Address
3-Proof of U.S. Legal Presence
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Horticulture

The Changing of the Guard…

Hi, my name is Joe Dwyer and
I’m Brecksville’s new horticulturalist. I have always had a passion
for horticulture, with degrees in
both horticultural management
and horticulture technology. I
began my career as manager of
plant care and maintenance for
a large retail nursery and landscaping business. In addition to
managing nursery stock, I focused
on annual flower production and
sales, as well as design and installation of landscaping, ponds, and
water features. I’ve spent the last 16 years in the golf industry, including
twelve years as superintendent at both semi-private and public golf courses
where I worked with management to improve the appearance, playability,
and operations of each course. I now live in Broadview Heights with my
wife Leah and six-year-old son Michael.
I’m very excited to be part of the Brecksville community and to be
taking over for Charles, who obviously had a very contagious love for horticulture. I’ve heard so many wonderful stories about him that I’m sorry
we didn’t have a chance to meet before his retirement. Hopefully I can
continue to add to this community in the way that he did.
I thought I would use my first few articles to pass on some helpful ideas
I’ve learned through my career. It seems fitting for this first article to focus
on starting a project. While these are the steps I take when starting most
projects, for this article I’ll focus on landscaping specifically.

Planning
The first step in any outdoor project is making a plan. Over the years,
I’ve talked with so many homeowners who have great ideas for different
areas in their yards but don’t take the time to step back and think about
how their ideas fit into their spaces overall. Your plan doesn’t have to
be a perfect drawing that looks like it came from a landscape architect
(although that can be a great way to go). Even if you just take photos of
your spaces and mark them with notes and pictures, making a plan is a
really important first step because it keeps you thinking about the whole
picture.

well in the area. The focus on hardy native plants helps cut down on
watering and pruning.
• English style falls somewhere between the formal and natural approaches.
It’s a looser style that uses irregular, asymmetrical patterns with overflowing beds of flowers, but still achieves a clean look.
There are so many styles to choose from and so many ways to mix and
blend them together, but that’s the fun!
In golf everyone always asks what I strive for—the fastest putting greens,
the greenest grass, etc.—but my answer always surprised them. What I
focused on the most was consistency. I don’t think that being consistent
means keeping everything the same throughout your space. I’ve always
viewed it as a consistent feel or a common thread that help you know you’re
on the same property as you move through different areas. When laying
out an outdoor project, I always look for consistent threads like recurring
plant types or colors, landscape materials, or decorative accents that can tie
different spaces together. After you draw up your plan, you should reference
it every time you find something new you’d like to add, so you can find a
logical way to fit in your new idea. This can help save you from having to
do work twice. There’s nothing worse than realizing mid-project that you
didn’t leave enough space and you must move a poorly placed bed. It’s not
great for the plants you need to move—and probably not great for your
back, either.
Once your plan is complete, you have the information you need to determine a realistic budget. Improving your landscaping can add up to 12% to
the value of your home, but that doesn’t mean that you should spend that
amount on your project. The most important thing to focus on when setting a budget is being realistic and disciplined about what you can spend.

Budgeting Your Project
There are many ways to work your project to fit your budget. Once your
plan is complete, it’s helpful to start by sectioning it off into smaller, more
manageable projects. I suggest something as simple as covering parts of your
plan with a piece of paper to help you focus on one area or one need at a
time.
To help you decide how to proceed, get pricing for all of the materials
you need for each of those smaller projects before you begin any of them.
I’m a big numbers guy, so I like to make sure I have a complete picture of
what the cost will be at the start. It helps me make better decisions as things
come up along the way.

Look at different styles of outdoor space to learn about what makes
them unique, what appeals to you, and what looks best with the characterIf you’re planning to do the work yourself, your local garden center or
istics of your house. Here are a few styles to consider:
hardware store can help you identify the materials and quantities you need.
If you’re planning to hire a contractor, ask people you trust for referrals and
• Formal gardens have clear structure, use geometric shapes, and are
almost always symmetrical. You’ll usually see tightly pruned hedgerows make sure to get estimates from multiple sources. I like to get at least three
along walks, and although there can be a lot of floral color, the tidiness estimates before deciding how to move forward.
and order are what draws your eye.
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• Natural landscaping is the complete opposite to formal gardens. This
is a very low-maintenance style that uses native plants known to do

For example, I recently completed projects at my house that included
a small stone patio off the deck, a short stone wall surrounding the beds
behind the house, and another short stone wall surrounding the beds in

Brecksville Voted 2nd in the State
& 54th in the Country!
front of the house. As much as I would have loved to install all of
that stone at once, it wasn’t financially feasible, and if I’m being
honest, it wasn’t physically feasible either. So, I broke it up into three
projects and completed one each year for three years—first the front,
then the patio, and finally the walls and beds in the back. Knowing
that I would need to purchase stone several times over the course of
a few years, I made sure my plan included materials that wouldn’t be
likely to be discontinued or unavailable. Over the time I completed
the projects, my approach changed a few times, but the plan I created at the start of the project kept me thinking of how all of the areas
would relate to each other as I decided how to change my approach.

See the results!

Time to Plant
Once you have a plan and a budget, the last step is to set a time
frame. Is your plan something you want to see completed right away
so you never have to touch it again? Or are you willing to break it
into smaller projects that are easier to finish? Whether you are putting in a decorative bed, a vegetable garden, or a hard scape item
like a deck or patio, it’s important to understand how long each step
takes so you can set realistic deadlines. This will save you a lot of
frustration and feelings that you are spinning your wheels.
Once again, I’d like to say how excited I am to be part of this
community. In the next issue, I plan to bring back the featured
plant article, and I’ll also answer some questions from the Ask the
Gardener email. Additionally, I’ll continue this series by focusing on
proper plant selection in relation to environmental condition, budget, and desired results.

https://www.alarms.org/top-100-safest-cities-in-america/
https://www.alarms.org/safest-cities-in-ohio/

More Good News for Brecksville
Brecksville has been named the second safest city in Ohio, again!
The ranking is from a study by the National Council for Home
Safety and Security. The organization reviewed 2018 FBI Uniform
Crime Reporting statistics for each city in Ohio. Both violent and
non-violent property crimes were included in the crime rate.
And since you’re wondering Olmsted Township was named the
safest city in the state.

So if you have any questions relating to landscaping, gardening,
plants, or even lawn care, please email me at gardener@brecksville.
oh.us and I will do my best to get you an answer. — Joe

Please Vote!
Issue 1
Proposed Zoning Amendment City of Brecksville
A 55% affirmative vote is necessary for passage

Shall Section 1157.04 of the Planning and Zoning Code of the City of Brecksville
be amended by adding two new conditional use classifications for retail sales
and service uses in open yards and any other use determined by the Planning
Commission to be appropriate in accordance with Section 1191.10?

March 17 for these Important Issues

Issue 33
Proposed Tax Levy (Replacement and Increase) Health
and Human Services County of Cuyahoga

A replacement of 3.9 mills of an existing levy and an increase of 0.8 mill, to
constitute a tax for the benefit of the County of Cuyahoga for the purpose of
supplementing general fund appropriations for health and human or social
services at a rate not exceeding 4.7 mills for each one dollar of valuation,
which amounts to 47 cents for each one hundred dollars of valuation, for
eight years, commencing in 2020, first due in calendar year 2021.
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City Hall

City Hall .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
Mayor/Safety Director
Jerry N. Hruby .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-7646
Law Department
David J. Matty, Law Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
City Prosecutor/Assistant Law Director
Sergio DiGeronimo .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-9200
Clerk of Courts
Shelley Kazimore .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2620
Finance Department
Laura Starosta, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Police Department,
William Goodrich, Chief
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900
Animal Warden
Cliffette Thacker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900
Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2640
City Engineer
Gerald Wise .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
Service Department
Ron Weidig, Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1384
Building Department
Scott Packard, Bldg. Commissioner
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2630

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

Cuyahoga County Library
Brecksville Branch .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1102
Board of Education Office .  .  .  .  .  . 740-4000
Brecksville Center for the Arts .  . 526-6232
Brecksville Community Center . . 546-2300
Brecksville Historical Association
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-7165
The Brecksville Theatre .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 736-7749

Brecksville Metroparks
Nature Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1012

Brecksville Service Department . 526-1384
Brecksville-Broadview Heights
Post Office .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 838-0429

Department of Recreation
Tom Tupa, Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2300
Department of Human Services
Steve Paciorek, Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2499
Purchasing Department
Rebecca Riser, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
Cemetery Sexton
Kristen Kouri .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2603
Brecksville Bulletin
Jinny Farr .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2319

City Council

Louis N. Carouse, Jr..  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-526-4963
Dominic Caruso .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-759-7203
Mike Harwood.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-546-0521

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections .  .  .  .  .
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (216) 443-8683

Ann Koepke.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 216-534-3191

Human Services Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2499

Jack Petsche. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-526-8281

Independence License Bureau
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (216) 642-1373

Laura C. Redinger.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-319-0577

Regional Income Tax Agency .  .  . 526-0900

Kim Veras. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-717-0868

Recycling Department .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2643

Tammy Tabor, Clerk. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-526-4351

Get Brecksville Information on the web www.brecksville.oh.us,
and on Facebook (City of Brecksville Ohio)

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

