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Who would have thought
Centers are closed to the public. Council
this would ever hapmeetings continue through teleconferencpen in our lifetime, a
ing, which is posted on our Facebook page
virus that would spread
and website as they happen.
across the world and
Our retail establishments who are essenchange our everyday
tial businesses remain open to the public,
activities. Going to work, grocery stores, gas stations, drugstores and
going to the grocery
restaurants for carry out and curbstore, going out for dinner even
pickup. Supporting our local
Stay side
spending time with family living
businesses is important to help them
outside your home has changed.
Home continue to stay open.
Staying away from your elderly parThis Bulletin is somewhat different
ents, so they don’t become sick. Not
Stay than most, this issue as it mostly
being around your friends. Worse
to the different departments
Safe pertains
than that, losing your job, your
and how they are dealing with and
income, the anxiety of not knowing
coping with the Covid-19 pandemic,
Practice each sharing really good information
how and when you will be able to
pay your bills or provide food for
Social with you.
your family. These are all the things
We have also shared information
Distancing
we have taken for granted.
from the Centers for Disease Control
We are survivors and we will survive this. (CDC) on cleaning surfaces, groceries and
The City of Brecksville has for the
even making your own masks whether you
most part, been running business as usual
sew or not.
since the “Stay at Home” order has been
Many residents do not have access to the
in effect. Our City services continue
internet, the Brecksville website and other
with rubbish and recycling pickups, yard
websites with helpful information. They
waste…etc. Only a few exceptions with
rely on getting their information from this
some services (see page 10 for details).
publication. Hopefully, it is helpful and
Public meetings have been postponed, the
useful to everyone.
Community Center and Human Services

Rubber Gloves Become a Dangerous Litter Problem
It seems this problem is popping up all over the county. People removing their rubber
gloves and just throwing them on the ground or leaving them in carts for store employees
or others to clean up.
If they are thrown on the ground they could clog up a sewer grate not allowing the water
to flow into it creating a flooding issue. Even more dangerous, someone else has to clean
them up, creating a health threat for that person.
Please! When you are finished using your rubber gloves at the store, gas station or where
ever, throw them away in a trash container or take them off inside out and take them
home to throw out.

Mayor’s Message
basins. Of greatest concern are “face masks,” rubber gloves and
Hello everyone,
food and beverage containers. We have requested our policemen
To say the least we have been experiencing
an unprecedented worldwide pandemic. These to increase their efforts in issuing citations to those who violate
the littering laws. Please help us in this effort by disposing of items
are truly remarkable times and we have been
forced to adapt our lives in ways that were be- properly.
yond our imagination. Government at all levels
More Pertinent Information
is faced with myriad challenges each day as we
All City Board and Commission meetings have been cancelled
have sadly seen the death toll in the United
through May 1. City Council is holding its meetings via teleconferStates reach the highest level worldwide. The
encing which may be accessed in real time via Facebook. Following
impact upon our economy and our ability to maintain business,
the meetings, audio will be posted on the City web site. Refer to
employment, investments, deal with debt, the daily need to purCouncil President Mike Harwood’s report for further informachase food and goods to sustain ourselves and our families, all this
tion. The rescheduled March 17 Primary Election will be by mail.
affects people of all socioeconomic levels. The threat from this virus Instructions are in this Bulletin. PLEASE VOTE.
to our health professionals, first responders, and those providing
Our City staff is up to every challenge, and I commend each
essential services is also unprecedented.
and every one of them as they face many difficult issues what with
health concerns brought on by this virus. Our Department Heads
The Purpose of This Bulletin Issue
This edition of the Brecksville Bulletin is unlike any we have ever are managing and directing their staffs, with their priority being
to provide the services required by our residents with both the
produced. It fittingly concentrates upon information to assist our
residents’ and staff members’ health and welfare being of utmost
residents in coping with the Coronavirus. Many of our residents
concern. Regarding our Department Heads I am pleased that the
are without the use and benefit of a computer and the Internet.
Therefore some information contained in these pages may be repet- City has on its staff, Dr. Steve Paciorek. Steve, the director of our
Department of Human Services has a Ph.D in Public Health. His
itive with our City web site and the emails I’ve been dispatching.
contributions have been invaluable toward maintaining our health
But our goal is to provide information that will inform as many
residents as possible. We also believe it will serve as a future source safety. Brecksville is fortunate to have a person of that knowledge
and ability available to us.
and guide as we continue to experience nearly day
We thank our residents for their
to day new information, direction and challenges.
The resilient people of this nation have
cooperation
and support. I am not
Just as generations of lives have been impacted
remarkably dedicated themselves to our health only very impressed
by this, but also
by past tragedies, COVID-19 is creating changes
and economic comeback
with the generosity and concern
to our lives and future generations that will be
our residents have afforded their
lasting. There is much to learn from this Bulletin
neighbors, some of which they are meeting for the first time. Our
and we encourage you to pay close attention to the information
appreciation goes out to those who have donated to our Brecksville
provided and retain your copy for future reference.
Pantry. There are many who need assistance at this time and your
How Has Your City Been Meeting the Challenge?
help is so vital. We all give our heartfelt thanks to our area medical
Each member of City Council continues to administer and
professionals, our hospitals and nursing homes, our churches, our
monitor their designated responsibilities. Our individual Departbusiness community, our Chamber of Commerce, our teachers and
ment Heads have not only dispensed information regarding their
Department’s activities but have also given useful guidelines on our school administrators. This large and exceptional group of individCity web site. City Hall remains open from 8 am to 5 pm, Monday uals is doing its best to serve the needs of us all. We want to thank
them and support them for all they are doing which has been way
through Friday. If you are in need of non-emergency assistance
above the norm. THANK YOU ALL!
from City Hall and/or have a need to visit City Hall, please call
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES THAT
ahead at 440-526-4351 to learn the procedures in effect. Please do
REMAIN
OPEN. GET SOME GREAT TAKE OUT FOOD,
not just walk in unannounced.
PATRONIZE
OUR LOCAL GROCERY STORES, SERVICE
Police and Fire service remains in full force with no reduction in
STATIONS,
DRUG
STORES AND THE MANY OTHER
most services. The men of the Service Department are on the job
SERVICES
OFFERED
IN OUR TOWN. BUY BRECKSand continue to maintain our City properties, facilities, solid waste
VILLE!!!!
THAT’S
MORE
IMPORTANT THEN EVER.
disposal and recycling as well as our streets. However, the Saturday
In Conclusion
recycling drop off program has been suspended until further notice.
What
is
immediately
beyond
May 1, 2020, we of course do not
We will continue to pick up recycling at your curbside. Because of
know.
When
will
we
see
the
end
to the “Stay at Home” order? The
the sizable increase in recycling products caused by home delivery
re-opening
of
the
Community
Center,
the Human Services Center
and many people eating at home, we are experiencing extraordinary
and
all
other
city
facilities
and
programs
is uncertain as of this writlevels of discarded materials for recycling. Help our department by
ing.
The
pool
project
and
the
Elementary
School and Field house
flattening cardboard containers and large boxes. Strangely, littering
project
are
continuing.
We
anticipate
delays
in the Community
has become a large problem, both for the health and safety of our
Service staff but also it is unsightly and clogs drains and catch
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Center pool project due to a lack of access to materials and some
unavailable construction workers.
One thing we do predict is a continuation of the great work our
health care providers are doing and the continuation of the services
provided by our City staff. The resilient people of this nation have
remarkably dedicated themselves to our health and economic comeback and a return to normalcy as best it can be. It will take time,
but because most of us have accepted the warnings, policies, orders
and guidelines for our health, we will see our recovery much sooner

CITY

than it would have been without these actions. We will continue
to keep you informed with our City web site and my mass emails.
The emails go to residents who have signed up for them. If you
have not submitted your email address to the city, you may do so
at any time. With that in mind, please stay safe, stay healthy, stay
vigilant, and care for our families, neighbors and one another.
God Bless You,
Mayor Jerry N. Hruby

COUNCIL

Council President Report
Our first City Council Meeting and
Council Committee Meeting’s in the month
of April were held remote due to COVID-19
declared emergency. Moving forward City
Council and Committee meeting’s will be
held remote as well. The meeting are duly
noticed and are held in accordance with the
Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22 specific
to recent amendments.

To listen to the live audio stream for the City Council
Meetings and Committee Meetings please go to https://www.
facebook.com/233577357056186/live/ the audio of the meeting will be available at a later date on the City’s website www.
brecksville.oh.us. Any questions that are generated through
the meetings may be emailed to ttabor@brecksville.oh.us or
by phone to (440) 526-2609 and will be forwarded to the
appropriate personnel for a response.
If you have any questions in regards, please do not hesitate
to call or email.
Sincerely,
Mike Harwood, City Council President

Buildings & Grounds
I would like to provide the following updates and
actions by Council during the February and March
meetings, as well as our April 7th meeting.
City Council authorized the City Hall Roof & Air
Handler Replacement Project including purchases
from Trane for the air handlers, Shippers Highway
Express for the storage, handling and delivery of the air handlers, Apex
Construction & Management Co., Inc., for the project.

R E P O RTS

Regarding Building No. 7 at Blossom Hill, Council authorized an
agreement with ThenDesign Architecture for professional design services
for the Blossom Hill School Window Replacement Project. The project
has been awarded the NOPEC Energized Community Grant Program
in the amount of $60,456 upon completion of the grant application.
Two additional items were authorized for Building No. 7. Precision
Environmental Co. for the asbestos abatement in various rooms, and
D&R Commercial Flooring, Inc., for the installation of replacement
vinyl floor tile following the abatement services.
For the Recreation Department, a purchase was approved authorizing
the purchase of a Toro SandPro 3040 Field Rake. Council approved
purchases from Trane Commercial Systems & Services for replacement
of HVAC Rooftop Units #5, #6, #7 and #8 at the Community Center.
This project was submitted as part of the 2020 Capital Budget. Also
authorized was the replacement of the indoor pool heater and spa heater
at the Community Center.
For Kids Quarters, the Pavilion Roof Restoration Project was authorized with labor to be provided by our Service Department.
With regard to the Central School property, Stadium Drive and the
Comstock property, Council accepted the proposal of Amianthus LLC
to perform an asbestos survey for the Central Elementary property, and
the proposal of Hull & Associates to perform a Phase I Environmental
Site Assessment for the property at Stadium Drive.
Relative to the Blossom Hill Field House and School Project, the
City Engineer updated Council at the end of February that clearing
was to commence on March 16th, to comply with the Army Corps of
Engineers permit. Council authorized an easement to West Creek Land
Conservancy to create a preservation easement on approximately 20
acres of land at Blossom
For the Aquatics Center expansion project, Council approved an
Ordinance authorizing the purchase of concession equipment from
Stafford-Smith, Inc., through SourceWell (formerly the National Joint
Powers Alliance).
Finally, I thank all the dedicated individuals in our community who
have demonstrated, as always, their best in service to our City. Thank
you to our Police, Fire and Service Department personnel, Department
Heads and administration, volunteers, and especially the City Task
Force overseeing this unprecedented health emergency, led by Mayor
Hruby and Human Services Director, Dr. Steve Paciorek.
Kim Veras, Chairperson

Continued on page 4
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Council Corner
Finance

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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The Finance Committee discussed and recommended approval of the following items to City
Council during the December 2019 and January/
February 2020 meetings:
•
A $20,000 grant to the Brecksville-Broadview Heights Community Awareness and Prevention Association (CAPA) for the partial funding
and operation of prevention and intervention services.
A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an Employee
Assistance Program agreement with Ease@Work EAP LLC with an
estimated annual cost of $3,861.
Six Ordinances relating to the construction and development of the
Sherwin-Williams Research and Development Facility at the Valor
Acres site were introduced at the February 18th meeting. Over the
course of three meetings, the legislation was read and then approved
at the March 17th City Council meeting. These Ordinances included:
o Sherwin-Williams Tax Increment Financing pursuant to Ohio
Revised Code §5709.41, 5709.42, and 5709.43, declaring certain
parcels of real property.
o Establishing an Urban Redevelopment Tax Increment Equivalent
Fund.
o Compensation agreement with Brecksville-Broadview Hts. City
School District.
o Development agreement with the Sherwin-Williams Co. for the
construction of the Sherwin-Williams R&D Facility on the Valor
Acres site.
o Authorizing a Job Creation Incentive Agreement with the Sherwin-Williams Research and Development Facility.
o Authorizing a Tax Increment Financing Agreement with the Sherwin-Williams Company to provide for construction of the R&D
Facility on the Valor Acres site.
An Ordinance amending Ordinance 2586 establishing procedures
for selecting depositories for active and interim funds for the City of
Brecksville.
A Resolution determining the amount of inactive funds of this
municipality and making an award of active and interim funds to
eligible depositories.
Authorizing transfers between various City Funds for the fiscal year
ending 12-30-2020.
Authorizing the Purchasing Director to advertise for bids for the
HVAC Piping Replacement Project at the Blossom Hill Building No.
7- the School Building.
Approval of a 3-Year agreement to EverStream for internet service for
the City network.
A Resolution authorizing the transfer of property, Parcel A at the
Blossom Hill Property to the Brecksville Broadview Heights City
School District.
Conveying certain real estate commonly known as being part of
original Brecksville Twp. Lots 41 and 50, further known as being part
of Parcel “D” to the City of Brecksville
An Amendment to Ordinance 5307 Urban Redevelopment TIF
Fund – adding text requiring any earned interest credited to the TIF
Fund and accounts therein.

• Authorizing the grant process for a ServeOhio Community Resilience
Grant. The funds will be used to purchase food and supplies for delivering food to seniors in need.
• Making appropriations for current expenses during the Fiscal Year
ending 12-31-2020.
Additionally, the monthly professional service expenditures were approved in the amount of $62,741.94 for March and $58,927.92 for April,
respectively.
Laura Redinger, Chairperson

Legislation
Due to the Corona Virus Crisis, the Ohio General
Assembly passed a law extending the Ohio Primary Election to April 28, 2020. More information
on this vote-by-mail election can be found by
visiting VoteOhio.gov or by calling the Cuyahoga
County Board of Elections at 216-443-VOTE
(8683).
The Legislation Committee adopted Supplement-28 to the Codified Ordinances of the City of Brecksville. Each year the City incorporates all
of the changes authorized by Council since the previous update. The
City works with American Legal Publishing to incorporate the City
of Brecksville updates as well as updates to the State of Ohio Codes.
Ordinances and Resolutions take effect upon adoption by Counci this
procedure incorporates the new legislation into the existing code.
The Legislation Committee discussed updates to the Administrative Code
and policy revisions to reflect necessary changes in response to the
COVID-19 Declared Emergency, This includes:
1. An Ordinance to the Administrative Code to amend the City policy
on employee Leave of Absence policy;
2. Amending the Administrative Code to include the use of sick leave
during a Health and Safety Workplace Cautionary Period; and
3. A Resolution adopting the Infectious Disease Outbreak (or Potential
Outbreak) and extenuating circumstances policy.
I’d like to thank all the City employees that work to keep our city
functioning safely and efficiently. I’d also like to thank our residents for
their kindness, especially during the Corona Virus Crisis. I always feel
very fortunate to live in this wonderful community, and I am especially
grateful now that we are challenged by the Ohio wide “stay home” order.
We are blessed to have a wonderful community in which to stay home.
Ann Koepke, Chairperson

Safety – Service
I want to thank our first responders who are
selflessly doing everything they can to keep our
community safe during this coronavirus pandemic. I was happy to hear that our EMS Team
already had on hand the recommended quantities
of PPE(personal protective equipment), and as a
department, met all criteria for the guidelines they
received from the County Department of Health for a community our
size. The proactive planning measures taken by our administration, department heads and past councils, are ensuring our city employees, have
what they need to protect themselves and care for our residents at a time

that it is most needed. I also want to thank our residents who from my
observations over the past several weeks are respecting the stay at home
orders, practicing the recommended social distancing when they do need
to venture out, and continue to make the sacrifices needed to keep our
neighbors and the most vulnerable in the community safe.
In February, the committee recommended, and council approved the
purchase of a new 2021 Freightliner M2 Lifeline Type 1 Ambulance
model Highliner. The older ambulance purchased 3 years ago will become the back up as is the practice to rotate these vehicles over a period
of a number of years. All funding for these capital expenditures are
derived from the Ambulance Billing Funds.
In March our committee recommended to council and council approved a motion to renew our membership with the Southwest Council
of Governments. This makes available to our community access to
various response teams and emergency equipment whose resources are
shared amongst a number of communities in close proximity to us. Our
police, fire and EMS personnel train on this equipment and participate
as members of these response teams.
Upon our recommendation, council approved the purchase of two(2)
Apex Heavy Duty Lift Truck Hoppers for the Recycling Center. The
city will be reimbursed for this purchase through a grant we are receiving
from the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District Recycling Awareness
grant program.
Lastly, the city will receive $2,000.00 from the NOPEC Community
Event Sponsorship program. This money will help fund the Safety Fair
and Ice Cream Social sponsored by the Brecksville Firefighter’s Association later this year. We hope to see you all there. In the meantime,
please stay healthy and safe.
Dominic Caruso, Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks
Spring is finally here and work on our roads has
already begun. Last December, Council approved
the budget for 2020 roadwork and we are moving
forward with that plan. Already, our guardrail
work is nearing completion and the extensive
concrete work has begun. Despite the changes
in work schedules brought upon by the Covid 19
virus, our Service Department continues to work given the new constraints.
The Committee recommended and Council approved the contract
for asphalt to the lowest and best bidder, Kokosing Materials. We also
accepted and approved the bids of J.D. Striping and Services, Specialized Construction and Set In Stone Contracting, LLC, Cuyahoga Fence
LLC, Asphalt Fabrics and Specialties and Chagrin Valley Paving to assist
the City with this work.
The Rt. 82 widening project continues in conjunction with Broadview
Height. This project will continue into 2021. The repaving of Rt. 82
east of Wiese Rd. will take place after the sewer installation is completed,
most likely next year.
The committee will be discussing the slope slippage on Tanager Trail
as the City Engineer prepares a plan for our consideration. We also
approved an increase to our Supplementary Snowplowing Service for
the increase in cost for the Police Station and Cuyahoga Valley Dispatch
who will share in the cost.
Given the uncertainty of revenues to the City due to the many changes brought upon by the Covid 19 virus, the City may have to consider
some delays in projects. However, it should have little or no impact on

the Road Program given that much of that funding is predetermined.
This will be another busy year for our Service Department and we appreciate your patience and consideration of our workers while the work is
being performed.
Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

Utilities
At our February 18th meeting the Utilities
Committee discussed the Whitewood Aerial Sewer
Project. Several residential properties are involved,
Army Corps and EPA Permits have been issued.
At the aerial sanitary sewer crossing a culvert will
be installed at the bottom, which will also support
the sanitary sewer piers. Storm sewers coming off of Whitewood and
Meadow Lane will be repaired as part of the project. Currently, the
storm sewer discharges at the top of the hill, the new work will allow
the discharge down a series of manholes that tie into the culvert, and
will discharge at the bottom of the hill to avoid erosion. The Utilities
Committee voted to recommend to Council passage of a motion authorizing the Purchasing Director to advertise for bids for the Whitewood
Aerial Sewer Project.
At our March 3rd meeting Engineer Wise discussed the NEORSD
Stadium Drive -Chippewa Creek Condo’s Retaining Wall Project.
Engineer Wise said a pre-construction meeting was recently held with
the North East Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD). A retaining
wall will be installed along the Chippewa Creek. They have tree clearing
requirements which require all trees to be down by April 1st. Approximately 100 trees were cut and left on site until the project begins later
this year. Trees will be planted to replace the felled trees. The replacement trees will not be the same size as those that are being removed.
NEORSD will fund the project.
At our February 4, March 3 and 17 meetings the Utilities Committee
discussed the Highland Drive Settlement Agreement. The Committee
considered a Settlement Agreement with the homeowners of two properties for the portion of work involved with crossing Highland Drive
with a sanitary main. City Council’s position was that in lieu of the
City undertaking a project to design, bid, and construct a sanitary main
on the frontage of these two parcels, the City would consider reimbursing the residents for the cost involved for their contractor to complete
this work. This proposed work of providing a sewer connection on the
property frontage is similar to what the City/County provided residents
along Riverview Road, Snowville Road, and soon along Chippewa Road
when those sanitary projects are completed. At our April 7th meeting
the Utilities Committee recommended and Council approved a Settlement Agreement whereby the residents will be reimbursed $5,355.00
(each property) which includes the installation and associated sanitary
testing and inspection sanitary fees for the cost of crossing Highland
with a sanitary main. The property owners are still responsible for the
City $5,200.00 sanitary tap in fees and all fees related to water service.
Also, at our April 7th meeting the Committee recommended and
Council passed an Ordinance accepting the bid of DRS Enterprises,
Inc., for the Whitewood Road Aerial Sanitary Sewer and Storm Sewer
Improvement Project in the amount of $ 355,176.72. The Engineer’s
estimate was $384,000.00.
Jack Petsche, Chairperson
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Police Scam Corner
Want to get your Coronavirus relief check?
Scammers do too.

You’ve heard the news by now – the government is sending out relief checks as part
of the federal response to the Coronavirus. Scammers heard the same thing, and they’re
hoping to cash in on yours.
The details of how this will all work are still coming together, but we do know a few
things about how this will – and will not – work. For now, here are some things to know.
1. You don’t need to do anything. As long as you filed taxes for 2018 and/or 2019, the
federal government likely has the information it needs to send you your money. Social
Security recipients and railroad retirees who are otherwise not required to file a tax return
also do not need to do anything to receive their money. If you otherwise have not filed
taxes recently, you may need to submit a simple tax return to get your check.
2. Do not give anyone your personal information to “sign-up” for your relief check.
There is nothing to sign up for. Anyone calling to ask for your personal information, like
your Social Security number, PayPal account, or bank information is a scammer, plain
and simple. Also be on the lookout for email phishing scams, where scammers pretend to
be from the government and ask for your information as part of the “sign-up” process for
the checks.
3. To set up direct deposit of your check, communicate only with the IRS at irs.gov/
coronavirus. And you only need to do this if you didn’t give the IRS your bank information on your 2018 or 2019 return. In the coming weeks, the IRS will be setting up
an online form available through irs.gov/coronavirus. But nowhere else, and never in
response to an email, text, or call.
4. No one has early access to this money. Anyone that claims to is a
scammer. The timeline for this process is not exact, but it looks like
funds will start going out in the next few weeks. Scammers are using
the lack of detail to try to trick people into giving their personal
information and money.
To get official updates and more information, visit the IRS’s page
on economic impact payments. And if you come across a scammer
trying to take your check, report it at ftc.gov/complaint. - Ari Lazarus

PROTECT YOURSELF

Hang up on robocalls.

Scammers are using illegal robocalls to
pitch everything from scam COVID-19 treatments to work-at-home schemes.

Verify information.
Contact trusted sources to confirm information is correct. For the most up-to-date
information about the COVID-19, visit the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) at www.cdc.gov
Or call the Ohio Department of Health at
1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634).

Know from whom you’re buying.
Online sellers may claim to have in-demand products, like cleaning, household,
and health and medical supplies when, in
fact, they don’t.

Don’t click on links from sources
you don’t know.
They could download viruses onto your
computer or device.

Do your homework.
Don’t let anyone rush you into making a
payment or donation. If someone wants a
payment in cash, by gift card, or by wiring
money, be careful. These are the preferred
payment methods of scammers .

Consumer Education Specialist, FTC

•
•
•
•
•

Best Practices and Tips for
Protecting Against Fraud and Scams
Don’t click on links from sources you don’t
know
Watch for emails claiming to be from the
Centers for Desease Control and Prevention
(CDC)
Ignore online offers for vaccinations.
Do your homework when it comes to donations (no cash, gift card or wiring by money
- All Scam Tactics!)
Be alert to investment opportunities with
Coronavirus prevention,, detection, cures or
stocks with affiliated companies.

Web Resources for Coronavirus Related
Fraud - Scams
• www.fraudsupport.org
(Provides information on latest fraud & scams).

• www.justice.gov/disasterfraud
(National Center for Disaster Fraud).
• www.IC3.gov
(FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center).
Official Federal/State Government Information Resources– Please Use This For
Updated Information
• Centers for Desease Control and Prevention (CDC)
• World Health Organized (WHO)
• Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA)
• CORONAVIRUS.OHIO.GOV (Ohio
Website for Realtime information on the
pandemic).

More Covid-19 Scams to Be Aware Of
High Alert for Internet Fraud and Scams
The Brecksville Police Department reminds everyone to be on
high alert for frauds and scams during the coronavirus crisis that
we are all dealing with. With most purchases being made online and less in person transactions occurring these days, there is
a greater possibility of your credit information getting in to the
wrong hands. Make sure you are checking your various accounts
often to make sure there are no unauthorized transactions or any
other suspicious activity occurring. If you do see suspicious activity
or any unauthorized transactions, call and inform the credit agency
and/or bank, notify the police and report it to the Credit Bureau.
Fraud Schemes Targeting Businesses:
Pay special attention to email communication, including wire requests, from customers to make sure it is not a Business Email
Compromise (BEC). There is an increase
in fraudsters, through spoofed or compromised accounts, claiming to be executives or
high-level employees fraudulently requesting
to send money because of a multitude of reasons, such as the individual is currently:
Out of the office sick and unable to log-in
to the bank’s online system or secure portal
to initiate a transfer. Requests come from an
unsecured portal or email.
Quarantined because of travel and cannot
come into the bank to sign documents or sign
a wire form.
Seeking to quickly send money abroad to
foreign suppliers for the purchase of on-demand medical supplies for sale to be used to prevent/protect
against the Coronavirus, i.e. medical masks, gloves, disinfectant,
etc.
Leveraging social engineering tactics through legitimate social
media websites seeking to send donations for charitable causes
related to the virus.
Fraud Schemes Targeting Bank Customers:
Pay special attention to email communication, appearing to
come from a bank executive, legal, HR or accounts payable requesting as part of pandemic planning and safety measures:
• Personally Identifiable Information (PII)
• Tax information of employees and executives
• Posing as a company executive or attorney impersonator
sending bogus requests to banks accounts they control.
Pay special attention to email communication coming from what
appears to be vendors of the bank or local businesses that advertise
safeguarding your business against the Coronavirus. Specifically
emails that prompt you to:
• Open an attachment
• Click on a link

• Ask you for information related to the bank or employees.
• While a majority of the vendor related emails are legitimate, it is prudent to exercise caution.
Fraud Schemes Targeting general population:
Watch for emails claiming to be from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) or experts saying that they have
information about the virus. For the most up-to-date information
about the Coronavirus, visit the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the World Health Organization (WHO).
This is being used to trick people in handing over their personal
information.
Scammers are sending World Health Organization website information that asks users for their
email password in order to see “safety measures”
about COVID-19.
Scammers are sending emails that appear to
originate from Federal, State and Local authorities, local school systems, doctors, etc. These
phishing emails use scare tactic subject lines and
content about supposed local infected people or
keeping you and your family safe from the virus.
The email might prompt you to open an attachment, click on a link, or even ask for donations
to stop the spread of Coronavirus.
Exercise caution in handling any email with
a COVID-19-related subject line, attachment,
or hyperlink, and be wary of social media pleas,
texts, or calls related to COVID-19.
Face Mask Con: Many are flocking to online
retailers looking for face masks to prevent germ
transmission as they are sold out at brick and mortar stores. Unfortunately, phony online stores abound–these sellers take victims’
money and never deliver anything. In the worst cases, these sites
are actually a way to steal your personal and credit card information, opening you up to identity theft.
Fake COVID-19 Testing: Police departments across the
country are warning citizens of individuals going door to door
and offering coronavirus testing. This method of testing is not legitimate. Currently, testing is limited to Ohioans who are sickest
or at highest risk. Don’t give out your personal information to
someone who has solicited you or allow strangers into your house.
Grandparent Scam: Amidst the coronavirus outbreak, scammers are posing as grandchildren stuck in foreign countries under
quarantine or in a hospital with coronavirus symptoms. Scammers ask the grandparents to send money or gift cards to help
with the emergency. Remember, verify the story with a family
member before sending or wiring money.
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Fire - Resident Reference Guide
9-1-1 DISPATCH SCREENING

Our dispatch center has been following CDC guidance for medical
screening of 9-1-1 calls. When calling 9-1-1 for a medical emergency,
there will be a series of additional questions to help identify flu-like
symptoms or COVID-19 signs and symptoms. We ask for your
patience, as this provides our staff with valuable information on
the appropriate personal protective equipment. Should criteria be
met, our staff will be wearing gloves, masks, eye protection, and
gowns.
Screening questions include:
• YES or NO: Fever/Chills, Cough, Nasal/Chest Congestion,
Sore Throat, Body Aches?
• Have you or anyone in your family been placed on quarantine?
• Have you had close contact with anyone exposed to the Coronavirus in the past
14 days?
If there are any positive responses, please meet first responders outside, if able.
Call 9-1-1 if you have a medical emergency: If you have a facemask, please put it on
before medical help arrives.
Emergency warning signs include: Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath, persistent pain or pressure in the chest, new confusion, bluish lips or face.
* This list is not all-inclusive. Please consult your medical provider for any other
symptoms that are severe or concerning.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
The health and safety of our members is paramount and we are exercising
precautions to keep everyone healthy.
The picture on the right shows you how our EMS providers will be dressed when
dispatched to a call that meets the screening criteria. We are following PPE guidance from the CDC.
While our PPE inventory is adequate at this time, we are seeking donations of
N95 masks, gloves, hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes.
With the uncertainty of call volume we may receive in response to COVID-19,
we want to ensure the highest level of preparedness.
SCAM ALERT The Brecksville Fire Department will never call you to ask for
monetary donations to purchase PPE.
Our department has activated its pandemic plan, which limits non-emergent
interaction with the public. Our building is secured and all emergency equipment/
the firehouse are being disinfected multiple times daily utilizing cutting-edge electrostatic decontamination.
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QUICK FACTS
Station Location
9023 Brecksville Road
Fire Department Provides
Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
to the Community
Full Time Operation
Staffed 24-hrs/Day, 7 Days/Week
Total Ambulances: 3
Medical Control
MetroHealth Medical Center
Dispatch Center
Chagrin Valley Dispatch - Brecksville

STEPS TO HELP PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19
IF YOU ARE SICK
If you are sick with COVID-19 or suspect you are infected with the virus that causes
COVID-19, follow the steps below to help prevent the disease from spreading to people in
your home and the community.
Stay Home Except to Get Medical Care: Stay in touch with your doctor. Be sure to
get care if you feel worse or think it is an emergency. Do not go to work, school, or public
areas.
Call ahead before visiting your doctor: If you have a medical appointment, tell the
provider that you have/may have COVID-19. This will help the healthcare provider’s office
take steps to keep other people from getting infected or exposed.
Separate yourself from other people and animals in your home: You should stay in a
specific room away from other people in your
home. Use a separate bathroom, if available.
Do not handle pets.
Other important tips:
• Wear a facemask
• Cover your coughs and sneezes
• Avoid sharing personal household items
• Clean your hands often
• Clean all “high-touch” surfaces every
day
Monitor your symptoms: Seek prompt
medical attention if your illness is worsening
(e.g. difficulty breathing). Before seeking
care, call your healthcare provider and tell
them that you have, or are being evaluated
for, COVID-19. Put on a facemask before
you enter the facility. Persons placed under active monitoring or facilitated self-monitoring
should follow instructions provided by their local health department or occupational health
professionals, as appropriate.
If you have a medical emergency and need to call 9-1-1, notify the dispatch personnel
that you have, or are being evaluated for COVID-19. If possible, put on a facemask before
EMS arrives.
Discontinuing home isolation: Patients with confirmed COVID-19 should remain
under home isolation precautions until the decision to discontinue is made in consultation
with healthcare providers and state and local health departments. This will be handled on a
case-by-case basis.
We ask all residents to adhere to the guidelines of the Governor’s Office and the CDC.
Please continue to exercise social distancing and good hygiene practices. Please stay home!
Make periodic phone calls to check-in on those that may be vulnerable. As a community,
we can do our part to slow the spread of this virus. We owe it to our families, co-workers,
and neighbors!

RELEASE WITHOUT
TRANSPORT INFORMATION
Patients with mild symptoms should
not call 9-1-1 or go to the Emergency
Room (ER) without first utilizing the
hotline and information below for the
following reasons:
• If you do not have COVID-19,
utilizing Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) and the Emergency Room (ER)
may expose you to patients or healthcare providers who do have the virus,
and may actually increase your chances
of contracting it.
• It is critical that EMS and ER resources be available for patients with
severe and potentially life-threatening
symptoms.

COVID-19 INFORMATION
HOTLINES
CUYAHOGA COUNTY BOARD
OF HEALTH
Phone: 216-201-2090
(8:30am – 4:30pm)
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH
Phone: 1-833-4-ASK ODH
(1-833-427-5634)
CLEVELAND CLINIC
FOUNDATION
24 Hour Hotline: 1-855-697-3750
www.covid19chat.clevelandclinic.org
VA NORTHEAST OHIO
HEALTHCARE
Phone: 1-888-350-3100
METROHEALTH MEDICAL
CENTER
Free Hotline for anyone who thinks
they may have COVID-19
440-59-COVID (440-592-6843)
UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS
Phone: 1-844-842-0756
Download the MDLIVE Mobile app
or text “uhvirtualvisit” to 635-483 to
get started
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Safety & Service

Service Department

Monday through Thursday Trash and Recycling will be picked up at the normal schedule as well as yard waste.
Senior Route on Friday will be picked up.
Friday Appliance pick up & Saturday recycle is SUSPENDED thru May 4, 2020. Further updates will be provided as
the C-19 situation is evaluated.

The Service to our residents and safety and health of our staff have always been and continue to be our priority
while we work through this unprecedented time.

Natural Gas and Electricity
With the coronavirus making life extremely difficult it’s nice
to be able to report some good news. Natural gas rates have been
going down steadily. It’s been a long time since the rate was a
dollar something instead of 2 or 3 dollars. And it’s easier than ever
to determine who your natural gas and electricity supplier should
be. Naturally you still are billed for gas by Dominion and electricity by The Illuminating Company. The recommended supplier
for each is NOPEC/NextEra Energy. That name should appear
on the left side of your gas bill and the lower right side of your
electric bill. If you don’t see NOPEC/NextEra call NOPEC at
1-855-667-3201 and ask the friendly operators what you need to
do to get with NOPEC. If you don’t have NOPEC/NextEra for
gas you’re absolutely paying too much.
It is OK if your gas bill has the words, “Standard Service Offer
(SSO)” or “Standard Choice Offer (SCO).” However, if you see
“Monthly Variable Rate (MVR)” that’s major bad news. You’re
paying an outlandish rate. If you get a postcard from Dominion
Energy Ohio saying that you’ve been assigned to a company with
an MVR rate put down your cup of coffee and call Dominion

IMMEDIATELY at 1-800-362-7557 and tell them to make you
an SCO customer!
It’s recommended that you have NOPEC’s variable rate for gas.
The variable rate on your March Dominion bill should be no
higher than $2.09, your April bill should be no more than $2.02
and your May bill, $1.78, the lowest rate in more than 20 years!!!
Electricity is in great shape as well. You should be paying no
more than 5.12 cents per kilowatt hour. Many of you are paying
less than that because variable rates are under 5 cents.
With warm weather here again you can expect people to come
out from underneath their rocks coming to your door urging
you to switch to their company for gas and electricity. Or there
have been phone calls from people who say they will lower your
rate and that you should get your bill. DONT DO THAT! IT’S
HANG UP TIME! Historically their rates are higher than NOPEC, and sometimes significantly higher. Anyone selling door to
door must have a solicitor’s permit issued by the Brecksville Police
Department. Regardless, tell them to “Hit the Road!”

Utility Services will Not be Shut Off Due to This Crisis
Dominion Energy will not shut off your power or gas for nonpayment.
They are reconnecting residential customers whose services were
shut off.
If your service was previously shut off for nonpayment, please
contact Dominion Energy to work with you to restore your service.
For everyone’s safety, they ask customers who pay bills in person
to choose one of the other options they provide, including online
bill payment; payment by mail; credit card or debit card payment;
and automatic bank draft. They encourage you to use their online
digital tools and automated phone option for routine self-service
and 24/7 account access, as call wait times may be longer than
usual.
If you are facing financial difficulties, please contact them. You
may be eligible for short-term payment extensions and long-term
payment assistance. They also provide tips on how to lower
10your bill.

For those customers who face severe financial strain, they offer
energy assistance.
The Illuminating Company
To help customers facing financial difficulties, they have suspended all service shutoffs for past-due accounts until further
notice.
If you have trouble paying your bill, they are willing to work
with you. Various payment options are available, including:
Budget billing, a program that averages usage over 12 months to
offer the same bill amount each month.
Energy assistance programs or other payment arrangements for
eligible customers, based on their situation and state of residence.
Unfortunately, this crisis also provides an opportunity for scammers, who prey on fears to achieve their illegal gains. Please remain
alert to interactions that seem improper, including calls demanding payment to avoid immediate shutoff. If you sense something
isn’t right, please call your utility customer service number.

Recreation

Some Little Motivation from Our Fitness Coordinator

Greetings to All! Hope everyone is staying healthy and active during
this period in history.
We have all been thrown into a state of change and keeping a level of fitness is imperative for both mental AND physical health. Physical activity
or exercise can improve your health and reduce the risk of developing
several diseases like type 2 diabetes, cancer and cardiovascular disease.
Physical activity and exercise can have immediate and long-term health
benefits. Most importantly, regular activity can improve your quality of
life. Get at least 150 minutes of moderate aerobic activity or 75 minutes
of vigorous aerobic activity a week, or a combination of moderate and
vigorous activity. The guidelines suggest that you spread out this exercise
during the course of a week. Greater amounts of exercise will provide
even greater health benefit.
1.	 Home workouts using Youtube can be an option! Just type in your
favorite muscle group and see what choices are available! Music
MANIA can also be found for background music upon exercising!!
2.	 We have all purchased a piece of fitness equipment over the years,
so dust it off and jump on for a great use of time AND energy!
3.	 Take your workout outside for a neighborhood walk OR a trip to the
Metroparks for a jog or a run!
4.	 If you are a Facebook user, Christy Caruso has been posting
motivating segments daily to get your body moving! She MISSES
teaching her daily M-F 9:30 a.m. classes!!
5.	 Check out a Facebook group that was started a few weeks ago
called Distance Fitness!
6.	 A member, Mary, and myself have been supporting members with
motivational thoughts and workouts!!

7.	 Take it to the Floor and Do some CORE exercises!! Healthy Backs
start with stronger Cores!
8.	 Yoga can be a wonderful way to increase flexibility and reduce
stress. Both Core AND Yoga workouts can be found online.
9.	 It's also a GREAT time to refocus our eating habits. Basing your
diet on whole foods is an extremely effective but simple strategy to
improve health and lose weight. Whole foods tend to be nutrient-dense and have a lower energy density. This means that they
have fewer calories and more nutrients per serving than processed
foods.
10.	 HYDRATE!! Your body depends on water to survive. Every cell,
tissue, and organ in your body needs water to work properly.
For example, your body uses water to maintain its temperature,
remove waste, and lubricate your joints. Water is needed for overall
good health.

We are ALL missing our health routines! Instructors at the Community
Center are MISSING YOU!! We look forward to returning to our healthy
routines, friendships, support and feel-good moments. Until the time we
can return, keep yourselves ACTIVE and MOVING!! We haven't come this
far to sit back and become sedentary. Get GOOD rest and become creative with your workouts as it will definitely pay off. What are the mental
health benefits of exercise? ... Regular exercise can have a profoundly
positive impact on depression, anxiety, ADHD, and more. It also relieves
stress, improves memory, helps you sleep better, and boosts your overall
mood. Hope to see you soon!! - Rhonda Miko, Community Center Fitness
Coordinator.

As the month plays out with the Stay at Home Order, these programs may run with later start times. Please contact the
Athletic Department for updates at 546-4007.

Little Hitters Baseball

Session I: Wednesday Evenings

May 6 - June 3

5:30pm-6:15pm

Session II: Wednesday Evenings

May 6 - June 3

6:15pm-7:00pm

$45 for BCC members
$55 for residents
$65 for non-residents
Registration: in progress
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Dates/Time:
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Little Hitters Baseball is a parent-child based program for children ages 3-5 who
are interested in having fun and learning the fundamentals of baseball or softball.
Little Hitters Baseball: allows children the opportunity to work one-on-one with a
parent; teaches children a variety of baseball skills including throwing, catching,
batting, running and agility; offers exercises that become increasingly more challenging as the class progresses and children show improvement; is taught with
fun, safe, developmentally appropriate equipment. Little Hitters Baseball classes
meet at the Blossom Hill Gym/Tony Niccoli Turf Field.

Cost:

Tony Niccoli introduced us to this widely-acclaimed
program, which incorporates all the Best Practices
recommended by the US Soccer Association. The
written curriculum provides age-appropriate activities
based on the cognitive, psycho-motor, psycho-social
cc
e
er Acad
and emotional stage of each age-group. Each session will
be instructed by BSA staff and Brecksville – Broadview Hts.
soccer players.
of Brec
k
ty

U3 Academy (ages 3) 9:15am-10:00am.
Cost: Resident Members - $55, Residents - $65, Non-Residents - $75
U5 Academy (ages 4 and 5) 10:00am-11:00am.
Cost: Resident Members - $65, Residents - $75, Non-Residents - $85
U7Academy (ages 6 and 7) 11:00am-12:00pm.
Cost: Resident Members - $65, Residents - $75, Non-Residents - $85
U8 League (ages 7 and 8) 9am-12pm
Cost: Resident Members - $75, Residents - $85, Non-Residents - $95
All sessions meet at the Blossom Hill turf field.
All Divisions begin May 2 – June 6 (OFF MAY 25 – Memorial Day)
Registration in progress
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Human Services

Retirees And Seniors—It’s A Critical Time To Protect Your Finances

Not only are seniors and retirees’ physical health particularly
vulnerable to COVID-19, they face another threat that’s been
lurking all this time: Their financial health is more vulnerable
to losses caused by fraud, unethical relatives, or simply making
mistakes, often due to cognitive decline and increasing frailty.
In our current COVID-19 environment, many seniors are
more socially isolated and fearful than ever. That’s why it’s a
critical time for retirees to take steps to protect themselves, since
research demonstrates that when seniors are emotionally aroused,
either by fear or greed, they’re more likely to make poor financial
decisions. And fraudsters are gearing up as if the current situation
is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
“Right now, many older adults aren’t getting their usual visits
from relatives and friends. So, they’re lacking those extra eyes
and ears that help keep them safe from predators,” warns Naomi
Karp, research scholar at the Stanford Center on Longevity and a
former senior policy analyst with the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB).
If you’re in your 70s or older, it’s an opportune time to create a
plan that will help protect your financial resources for the time in
your life when you’re less able to manage your own finances. And
if you’ve already started to make a few minor financial mistakes
or experience other warning signs about frailty, put this task at
the top of your to-do list.
On the other hand, if you’re an adult child or relative who’s
been checking up lately on older parents, relatives, or friends, after you inquire about their health and well-being, take the opportunity to start the conversation about protecting their finances.
Where do you start?
Begin by building a convoy of support of trusted family or
close friends—it’s the best defense. “ Trustworthiness and integrity are the most important qualities to have when it comes to
helping someone manage their money,” advises Marti DeLiema,
an assistant professor at the University of Minnesota, School of
Social Work.
Karp adds, “Your oldest adult child or the relative who lives
nearby may not be the best choice. Think about the person who
does the best job managing their own money or who understands
what’s most important to you.” That’s the type of person you
should rely on for help.
The next step should be making a roadmap of your finances,
so that your trusted relative or friend knows about your financial
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resources in the event that they need to step in. The roadmap
would include an inventory of your investment and bank accounts, sources of regular income, monthly living expenses, critical periodic bills such as home insurance premiums and property
taxes, and important medical insurance policies.
DeLiema offers this guidance: “Imagine your trusted adult
child or friend had to take over for you tomorrow. What would
you want them to know?”
Taking these steps now can put you in a good position to
transfer management of your financial affairs when it becomes
necessary. DeLiema and Karp both suggest a phased transition
of financial responsibilities, if possible. This can be a win-win
approach that helps seniors maintain a sense of independence as
long as possible and allows the trusted relative or friend to phase
in the workload.
There can be many challenges to starting these conversations.
Some seniors are shy about sharing information about their finances with their children or other friends and relatives, or they’re
afraid of giving up their independence. Many adult children are
themselves distracted with jobs and families, or they don’t want
to impose on their parents.
Nevertheless, the current COVID-19 crisis is rapidly breaking
down barriers and forcing us all to be aware of making more
conscious and healthy choices. And we’re realizing nowadays that
support from family and close friends is critical to our health and
safety.
Many seniors who might have been previously reluctant to ask
for help may now be more aware of their vulnerability and be
open to discussing their concerns. Similarly, some adult children
who didn’t want to offend their parents might now be more inclined to overcome their reluctance, realizing what’s at stake.
In addition, many people who are sheltering in place suddenly have a lot of time on their hands. If that describes you, then
there’s no time like the present to take on this project, which is
sure to pay dividends for years to come. It will help give you and
your family peace of mind.
To help you get started, take the time to learn more about these
issues and threats from trusted sources. Check out these three
helpful links from the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFBP), Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and AARP.
We’re all in this together! – Steve Vernon, Forbes

Need A Reassurance Call?
One of the many services offered by the Human
Services Center is “Reassurance Calls.”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a call
from a staff member or volunteer from Human
Services. If you don’t respond by the end of the day

we will notify a friend or relative that you designate
to check on you.
Call 526-2499 to sign up. This is suggested for
older folks who live alone.

Critter Corner
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

With the Closure of the Human Services
Center Some Still Need Our Services
What we are doing and how you can help!
What we are doing:
1. Making reassurance calls—7 days/week to check on
shut-ins (basically everyone who is alone during this
“Stay Home” period.
2. Driving to essential doctor appointments in Cuyahoga
County only, during new shortened business hours:
9am-1pm
3. Calling our active members and groups as a “check-in”.
4. Answering calls
What You Can Do to Help
1. Drive for Meals on Wheels for Brecksville-Broadview
Hts. residents
2. Call Human Services at 526-2499 if you are interested
in volunteering for Meals on Wheels, grocery delivery,
or any other ways to volunteer to help those in our
community.
3. Grocery shop for seniors or those with compromised
health issues.
4. Please check on your neighbors; especially the elderly.
Please contact our office if there is a need for us to reach
out.
5. Donate to the food pantry: Here are items we need:
Breakfast food
Canned fruit
Canned veggies: Corn, green beans, peas, carrots

Covid-19 and Pets
Covid-19 is a global public health emergency for humans. But dogs and cats contract it
from humans but can humans get it from cats
and dogs?
The American Kennel Club and the American Veterinarian
Association believe doctors should not be overly concerned
about pets giving us Covid-19. The reason for this is partly because fur is porous. The Covid-19 virus survives on
non-porous surfaces such as countertops, doorknobs and
metal.
A study from Hong Kong tested 15 dogs and 2 cats owned
by people with the virus. They found that 2 animals tested
positive. But the study was not clear if it was Covid-19 or a
species-specific corona that only dogs and cats contract.
I consulted 3 veterinarians’ clinics. All 3 do not believe a
dog or cat can give a human the Covid -19 virus. Perhaps
humans could give it to a pet but it would not replicate to
infect humans. A pet may not even show concerning signs of
sickness.
That being said, there have been an increase of pets being
dropped off at shelters in pure fear of getting the virus. Please
do not do this, you can not contract this virus from your pet.
One of the reasons they tell you to stay away from your
pets is if you are ill. If you are petting the animal, the virus
may stay on their fur for a short period of time. As the pet
goes to other family members so does the virus on the fur.
The bottom line: wash your hands.
According to the CDC (Centers for Disease
Control) Coronaviruses are a large family of
viruses that are common in many different
species of animal, including
camels, cattle, cats and bats.
Rarely, animal coronaviruses
can infect people.

Spaghetti Sauce/Spaghetti
Jelly and Peanut Butter
Gift cards to Marc’s and Heinens are always welcome.
Items can be dropped off at The Brecksville Human Services
Center, 2 Community Dr. behind the Community Center
Mon-Fri. Our hours are 9 am to 1 pm for drop off. We do
keep our doors locked so please call 526-2499 before coming.
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Face Masks

CDC on Homemade Cloth Face Coverings

The CDC recommends wearing
cloth face coverings
in public settings
where other social
distancing measures are difficult
to maintain (e.g.,
grocery stores
and pharmacies),
especially in areas of
significant community-based transmission.
The CDC also
advises the use of simple cloth face coverings to slow the spread
of the virus and help people who may have the virus and do not
know it from transmitting it to others. Cloth face coverings
fashioned from household items or made at home from common
materials at low cost can be used as an additional, voluntary public health measure.
Cloth face coverings should not be placed on young children
under age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing, or is unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask
without assistance.
The cloth face coverings recommended are not surgical masks
or N-95 respirators. Those are critical supplies that must continue to be reserved for healthcare workers and other medical first
responders, as recommended by current CDC guidance.
Applying a face mask - step 1
Cloth face coverings should:
• fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face and be
secured with ties or ear loops
• include multiple layers of fabric allowing for breathing
without restriction
• be able to be laundered and machine dried
without damage or change to shape
Applying a face mask - step 2
• Should cloth face coverings be washed or otherwise
cleaned regularly? How regularly?
• Yes. They should be routinely washed depending on the frequency of use.
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How does one safely sterilize/clean a cloth face covering?
• A washing machine should suffice in properly washing a face
covering.
How does one safely remove a used cloth face covering?
• Individuals should be careful not to touch their eyes, nose,
and mouth when removing their face covering and wash hands
immediately after removing.
Do’s and Don’ts
• DO use coverings that fit snugly but comfortably and allow for
breathing without restriction. Secure behind the head with ties
or ear loops. Wear horizontally.
• DO NOT touch the mask while wearing it. If you do, wash
your hands immediately.
• DO ensure that your nose, mouth, and chin are covered at all
times.
• DO NOT allow the mask to slip under your nose and DO
NOT untie straps/unhook ear loops.
• DO wash your hands before putting on and immediately after
removing.
• DO NOT touch your eyes, nose, or mouth when removing the
face covering.
• DO launder coverings after each use.
• DO NOT wear when wet from laundering or from spit or
mucus.

For answers to your COVID-19 questions, call
1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634).

How to Make Your Own Face Mask
Quick Cut T-shirt Face Covering (no sew method)

Sewing a facemask

Materials needed:
• Two 10”x6” rectangles of cotton
fabric
• Two 6” pieces of elastic (or rubber
bands, string, cloth strips, or hair
ties)
• Needle and thread (or bobby pin)
• Scissors
• Sewing machine
Tutorial

Materials needed:
• T-shirt
• Scissors
• Tutorial

Step 1 Cut 7-8” off the bottom
of a T-shirt.
Step 2 Cut out 6-7” from the
center

Step 1 Cut out two 10-by-6-inch
rectangles of cotton fabric. Use tightly woven cotton, such as
quilting fabric or cotton sheets. T-shirt fabric will work in a pinch.
Stack the two rectangles; you will
sew the mask as if it was a single
piece of fabric.
Step 2 Fold over the long sides
¼ inch and hem. Then fold the
double layer of fabric over ½
inch along the short sides and
stitch down.
Step 3 Run a 6-inch length of 1/8-inch wide elastic through the
wider hem on each side
of the mask. These will be
the ear loops. Use a large
needle or a bobby pin to
thread it through. Tie the
ends tight.

Step 3 Cut Tie Strings

Bandana Face Covering (no sew method)

•
•
•
•

Materials Needed:
Bandana (or square cotton cloth approximately 20”x20”)
Coffee filter
Rubber bands (or hair ties)
Scissors (if you are cutting your own cloth)

Don’t have elastic?
Use hair ties or elastic head
bands. If you only have
string, you can make the
ties longer and tie the mask
behind your head.
Step 4 Gently pull on the elastic so that the knots are tucked
inside the hem. Gather the
sides of the mask on the elastic
and adjust so the mask fits
your face. Then securely stitch
the elastic in place to keep it
from slipping.

Optional:
If you have pipe cleaners handy, you can place
a 3 to 4 inch pipe cleaner
inside the top fold to keep
it snug against your nose.
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Keeping it Clean!

How to Clean and Disinfect and What to Use

Hard (Non-porous) Surfaces

• Wear disposable gloves when
cleaning and disinfecting surfaces. Gloves should be discarded
after each cleaning. If reusable
gloves are used, those gloves
should be dedicated for cleaning
and disinfection of surfaces for
COVID-19 and should not be
used for other purposes. Consult the manufacturer’s instructions for cleaning and disinfection products used. Clean hands
immediately after gloves are removed.
• If surfaces are dirty, they should be cleaned using a detergent or
soap and water prior to disinfection.
• For disinfection, most common EPA-registered household
disinfectants should be effective.
¤¤ A list of products that are EPA-approved for use against the
virus that causes COVID-19 is available on the following
page. Follow manufacturer’s instructions for all cleaning
and disinfection products for (concentration, application
method and contact time, etc.).
¤¤ Additionally, diluted household bleach solutions (at least
1000ppm sodium hypochlorite) can be used if appropriate for the surface. Follow manufacturer’s instructions for
application, ensuring a contact time of at least 1 minute,
and allowing proper ventilation during and after application. Check to ensure the product is not past its expiration
date. Never mix household bleach with ammonia or any
other cleanser. Unexpired household bleach will be effective
against coronaviruses when properly diluted.
• Prepare a bleach solution by mixing:
¤¤ 5 tablespoons (1/3rd cup) bleach per gallon of water or
¤¤ 4 teaspoons bleach per quart of water

Soft (Porous) Surfaces

• For soft (porous) surfaces such as carpeted floor, rugs, and
drapes, remove visible contamination if present and clean with
appropriate cleaners indicated for use on these surfaces. After
cleaning:
¤¤ Launder items as appropriate in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. If possible, launder items using the
warmest appropriate water setting for the items and dry
items completely.
• Otherwise, use products that are EPA-approved for use against
the virus that causes COVID-19 and that are suitable for porous surfaces.

Electronics

• For electronics such as cell phones, tablets, touch screens,
remote controls, and keyboards, remove visible contamination
if present.
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¤¤ Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for all cleaning and
disinfection products.
¤¤ Consider use of wipeable covers for electronics.
¤¤ If no manufacturer guidance is available, consider the use
of alcohol-based wipes or sprays containing at least 70%
alcohol to disinfect touch screens. Dry surfaces thoroughly
to avoid pooling of liquids.

Linens, clothing, and other items that go
in the laundry

• Wear disposable gloves when handling dirty laundry from an ill
person and then discard after each use. If using reusable gloves,
those gloves should be dedicated for cleaning and disinfection
of surfaces for COVID-19 and should not be used for other
household purposes. Clean hands immediately after gloves are
removed.
¤¤ If no gloves are used when handling dirty laundry, be sure
to wash hands afterwards.
¤¤ If possible, do not shake dirty laundry. This will minimize
the possibility of dispersing virus through the air.
¤¤ Launder items as appropriate in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. If possible, launder items using the
warmest appropriate water setting for the items and dry
items completely. Dirty laundry from an ill person can be
washed with other people’s items.
¤¤ Clean and disinfect clothes hampers according to guidance
above for surfaces. If possible, consider placing a bag liner
that is either disposable (can be thrown away) or can be
laundered.

Hand hygiene and other
preventive measures

• Household members should clean
hands often, including immediately after removing gloves and after
contact with an ill person, by washing hands with soap and water for
20 seconds. If soap and water are not
available and hands are not visibly
dirty, an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60%
alcohol may be used. However, if hands are visibly dirty, always
wash hands with soap and water.
• Household members should follow normal preventive actions
while at work and home including recommended hand hygiene
and avoiding touching eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed
hands.
¤¤ Additional key times to clean hands include:
• After blowing one’s nose, coughing, or sneezing
• After using the restroom
• Before eating or preparing food
• After contact with animals or pets

• Before and after providing routine care for another
person who needs assistance (e.g. a child)

Other considerations

• The ill person should eat/be fed in their room if possible.
Non-disposable food service items used should be handled with
gloves and washed with hot water or in a dishwasher. Clean
hands after handling used food service items.
• If possible, dedicate a lined trash can for the ill person. Use
gloves when removing garbage bags, handling, and disposing of
trash. Wash hands after handling or disposing of trash.
• Consider consulting with your local health department about
trash disposal guidance if available.
If someone in your household is confirmed positive with
COVID-19, showing symptoms of the disease, or awaiting the
results of a test, they should take extra cleaning and disinfection
steps around the home.

What to Use…
A detailed list is on the CDC Website of many products that are
effective, but here are a few to help out if you can’t access the
internet.
The hard part is finding them in the stores at this time.
• Ultra Clorox Brand Regular Bleach
Clorox Products Containing: Sodium hypochlorite
• Lysol® Laundry Sanitizer
• Lysol® Disinfectant Max Cover Mist
• Lysol® Brand All Purpose Cleaner
• Lysol Brand Deodorizing Disinfectant Cleaner
• Lysol® Kitchen Pro Antibacterial Cleaner
Contains: Quaternary ammonium
• PURELL Professional Surface Disinfectant Wipes

How long does Covid-19 stay on surfaces?
• Droplets up to 3 hours
• Cardboard for 24 hours
• 3 days on Plastic and Metal
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What about my Groceries?
Shopping for groceries
carries extra risk. Not
only are you near other
people, but many of the
products you’re buying
have probably been
handled by others —
and possibly sneezed or
coughed on.
Many people are also reducing their potential exposure by
using curbside pick-up or at-home delivery. Even local food
producers are offering these services.
But you can take a little extra care when handling your groceries to avoid spreading the virus to other people and surfaces
in your house. If you or someone in your household is at higher
risk for severe illness from COVID-19, you might want to
adopt the modified “sterile technique” recommended by Dr.
Jeffrey VanWingen, a family physician practicing in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. The YouTube video can be found online.
The video PSA Grocery Shopping Tips in COVID-19 got
25,462,076 views.
VanWingen said that one option is
to leave your groceries in your garage
or porch for at least 72 hours to allow
the virus to become inactive.
This isn’t possible for many people.
For them, he suggests the “sterile
technique.” You can also do this after
letting your groceries sit outside for
72 hours.
Dr. Jeffrey VanWingen
A key part of VanWingen’s method
is setting up a cleaning station to avoid contaminating your
food or other surfaces in your house.
After that, it involves wiping down all packaging with a disinfectant before putting your groceries away. You can also discard
packaging and transfer the food to a clean bag or container.
For fruits and vegetables, VanWingen suggests scrubbing
them for at least 20 seconds with soap and water.
The Food and Drug Administration doesn’t recommend using
soap when cleaning produce because of the risk of ingestion.
So if you choose to use soap and water on your fruits and
vegetables, rinse them completely with clean water before storing.
Taking these precautions with your groceries can help you
lower your chance of being exposed to the virus.
If you do get sick, you’ll need to take extra care in order to
protect your family.
Editors Note: If choosing a grocery delivery service or curbside
pick-up, plan ahead and expect delays.
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How to Vote in March 17/April 28, 2020
Presidential Primary Election

The Presidential Primary Election of March 17, 2020 is extended to
April 28, 2020 and is now Vote-by-Mail only, due to efforts to prevent
the spread of the CoronaVirus (COVID-19).
There are four (4) methods to obtain a Vote-by-Mail ballot application:
Website: Request a Vote-by-Mail ballot application by visiting our
website at www.443vote.us
By Phone: Call 216-443-VOTE (8683)
1. To have a Vote-by-Mail ballot application mailed to you PRESS 3
2. You will be asked to enter your Zip Code
3. Enter your House Number followed by #
4. Enter your Date of Birth
Visit the Board of Election’s Administration Building: located at
2925 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115 weekdays from 8:30am
to 4:30pm
1. Enter through the rear entrance
2. Vote-by-Mail ballot applications are located on a table as you
enter the building
3. Complete a Vote-by-Mail ballot application
4. Deposit the Vote-by-Mail ballot application into the Ballot
Drop Box next to the table or follow the directions below:
Deadlines: April 25 – deadline to request a vote by mail ballot

April 27 – ballot must be post marked by
April 28 – End of Primary Election extension
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Horticulture

Proper Plant Selection

My focus for this article is going to be
on proper plant selection. One of the most
interesting things about this subject is how
little it actually has to do with plants. Picking
the proper plants has more to do with understanding the area you want them to grow in
and what you want the end result to be.
The first step in plant selection is studying
the physical features of the area you want to
plant. Some important questions to answer include:
• How much sunlight does the area get? Note how long the area
gets direct sunlight and how long it gets indirect sunlight, sunlight with some shade mixed in.
• What type of soil is present? Depending on whether you’re planting in a raised bed or in the native soil of your yard, you may
need to alter the soil to help the plants you select grow.
• How much moisture is in the area? Whether it’s a low spot that
will hold a lot of water or an area that tends to dry out in the sun
and will be difficult to irrigate, understanding the moisture level
is crucial to selecting plants that will grow well and achieve the
look you want.
Next, think about what type of bed you want to create. In my
last article, I reviewed three common types – formal, informal, and
natural. Different types of plants lend themselves well to achieving
each of these styles.
Is flowering important to you, or would you simply like to see
a variety of colors and textures in the bed? There are lots of plants
that offer color in the foliage, without flowering. For instance,
junipers and cypresses can give a variety of blues, yellows, and
greens, while ornamental grasses and deciduous shrubs like Variegated Dogwoods offer a wide range of white, yellow, and red. These
generally take a little less maintenance, but the impact may not be
as impressive as flowering plants.
Then, consider when and how you want the bed to show interest.
Think about the types of colors you like and when you are most
likely to spend time in the area. If the bed is near your outdoor entertaining area, warmer weather is when you want the most impact,
and you probably don’t mind if there isn’t anything interesting to
look at in the winter. But if the bed happens to be located in front
of your house, you may want to add winter appeal with evergreen
foliage or interesting textures like colored or exfoliating bark (provided you can see them through the Northeast Ohio snow).
What level of upkeep are you looking for? For most of us, this
may be the most important question. Do you enjoy the act of
gardening, or do you want to spend less time on maintenance and
more time enjoying your space? If you’re someone who doesn’t
want a lot of maintenance, you may want to steer clear of plants
that require a lot of deadheading or trimming back.
What is your budget? This is the question no one likes to answer,
but it’s important to identify what you want to spend. When you
finally start looking at plant material, your budget will determine
not only the final plant selection, but also the size of the plants you
buy.

for Your Garden by Joe Dwyer
As you really start to look at the different plant materials, you
will find that there are opportunities to use less expensive options
than what you typically see in landscape installations. For example,
a Crimson Queen Japanese Maple is known for its lacy light texture
and red color, but it carries a hefty price tag due to its popularity.
You can generally find a green-leafed version at a considerably lower
price. And if you really enjoy that green-red color combination, you
can still achieve it by using red grasses or flowers in the area around
the tree.
If you’re a patient person, you can maximize your budget by
choosing smaller plants that will fill in over time. Or you can choose
one large focal point, like a tree, and surround it with perennials
that can be split later on to help fill in the space. You can also plant
open areas with a less expensive flowering annual to give the space
some color while you are waiting for the perennials to fill in.
Just make sure you’re not only considering the size of the plants
at the time you buy them, but also the size that they’ll be when they
reach full maturity. That way, you can avoid spending money on
plants you will wind up pulling out in a few years because your beds
are overgrown.
Once you’ve identified the area you’re planting, your style, your
preferred level of maintenance, and your budget, you can start to
build a list of plants that would fit the area. I recommend visiting
a large retail nursery as part of your research – a larger nursery will
have a lot of different plant material in a wide range of sizes, as well
as knowledgeable staff who can help you choose the right material
and show you how it all works together.
You may find that plants you like individually have textures that

aren’t very appealing when placed together. For example, if you
have a summer or fall-flowering plant in the front of your bed that
you absolutely love, and you plant a heavily variegated grass plant
behind it, you’ll notice that when the wind blows, the movement
of the variegated grass draws the eye away from the flower in the
front of your bed. Planting a regular Miscanthus grass in place of
a variegated variety will still give you the height and texture you
want, without the added color pulling focus away from the flower
that you love.
Nursery staff can help you find the materials you’re interested
in and arrange them in a similar way to how they’ll look in the
bed, so you can identify any potential issues before you buy. Just
remember that the pot adds several inches of height compared to
how your plants will look when you get them in the ground.
Finally, the last piece of advice I have on this subject is to
remember that no landscape project is ever really finished. Even
the smallest planting is going to take some upkeep, which means
there’s always room to tinker. If you really love a particular plant
but you’re unsure what else to add to the area to finish it, just
plant what you love and leave a few spots open. You can always go
back. — Joe

With this pandemic you may have some extra time
on your hands. When the weather is nice, get outside
and take some of Joe's great planting advice.

o Featured Plant p
Paperbark Maple (Acer griseum)
My first featured
plant is also my
favorite plant—Acer
griseum, commonly
known as Paperbark
Maple. Brought over
from China in the
early 1900s, the Paperbark Maple is not native to North America,
but it continues to
grow in popularity.
The Paperbark Maple is my favorite plant because it shows
interesting features in every season. The reddish-brown, exfoliating
bark is a great contrast to a snowy Northeast Ohio winner, and it
also remains a great accent, playing against the dark green leaves,
throughout spring and summer. In the fall, the Paperbark Maple

offers a unique range of foliage
colors, showing reds, oranges,
and even some pink.
It is a relatively slow-growing
tree with a maximum height of
20 to 30 feet and a maximum
width of 15 to 20 feet. It’s also
a very hearty tree that requires
little pruning—but it’s not
very drought tolerant, so if you
choose one for your landscape, be
aware that it will require moderate watering. You can find the
Paperbark Maple at most local
nurseries in both the common tree form and a multi-stem form,
which is the variety I have in my own yard. Either one can be a
great focal point in a landscape installation. —Joe
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City Hall

City Hall .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
Mayor/Safety Director
Jerry N. Hruby .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res. 526-7646
Law Department
David J. Matty, Law Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
City Prosecutor/Assistant Law Director
Sergio DiGeronimo .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-9200
Clerk of Courts
Shelley Kazimore .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2620
Finance Department
Laura Starosta, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351

Police Department,
William Goodrich, Chief
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-8900
Animal Warden
Cliffette Thacker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900
Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief
non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2640
City Engineer
Gerald Wise .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
Service Department
Ron Weidig, Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1384
Building Department
Scott Packard, Bldg. Commissioner
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2630

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

Cuyahoga County Library
Brecksville Branch .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1102
Board of Education Office .  .  .  .  .  . 740-4000
Brecksville Center for the Arts .  . 526-6232
Brecksville Community Center . . 546-2300
Brecksville Historical Association
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-7165
The Brecksville Theatre .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 736-7749

Brecksville Metroparks
Nature Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1012

Brecksville Service Department . 526-1384
Brecksville-Broadview Heights
Post Office .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 838-0429

Department of Recreation
Tom Tupa, Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2300
Department of Human Services
Steve Paciorek, Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2499
Purchasing Department
Rebecca Riser, Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-4351
Cemetery Sexton
Kristen Kouri .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2603
Brecksville Bulletin
Jinny Farr .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546-2319

City Council

Louis N. Carouse, Jr..  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-526-4963
Dominic Caruso .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-759-7203
Mike Harwood.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-546-0521

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections .  .  .  .  .
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (216) 443-8683

Ann Koepke.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 216-534-3191

Human Services Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2499

Jack Petsche. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-526-8281

Independence License Bureau
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (216) 642-1373

Laura C. Redinger.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-319-0577

Regional Income Tax Agency .  .  . 526-0900

Kim Veras. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-717-0868

Recycling Department .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-2643

Tammy Tabor, Clerk. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 440-526-4351

Get Brecksville Information on the web www.brecksville.oh.us,
and on Facebook (City of Brecksville Ohio)

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

