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The immensely successful Shred Your Documents
Day returns on Saturday, September 18 from 9 to
noon at the Brecksville Municipal Parking Lot. It
is the last Shredding Day until next May. Here’s
your chance to securely shred all those confidential
documents that should not go in the trash. Plus,
it’s a great way to recycle paper.
Brecksville businesses are also welcome to bring their material to be shredded.
The City is asking everyone who attends to bring a voluntary contribution of canned goods
for “Brecksville Pantry,” which supplies food monthly to low income families. The Pantry is
always in need of peanut butter and jelly, spaghetti and sauce, canned vegetables and canned
fruit. Tuna and any kind of beans are not needed right now. We’re well stocked of those items.
We do need cereal, paper products, bar soap and toothpaste. Gift cards from Heinen’s and
Marc’s to purchase fresh meat and frozen orange juice are greatly appreciated.
The Pantry has a strict policy that out of respect for our recipients we will not distribute
outdated food. Please check the expiration date on each item. It is most unfortunate that
we have to dispose of a significant amount of outdated goods.

Shredding Guidelines
(small paper clips and staples do not have to be
removed)
Do include:
• Accounting ledger paper
• Adding machine tape
• Advertisements
• Booklets, brochures
• Copy machine paper
• Colored paper –20 lb.
• Computer paper
• Envelopes
• Faxes
• Manila file folders bleachable
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• Greeting cards
• Laser printer paper
• Legal pad paper
• Post-it notes
• NCR paper
• Receipts
• All types of white
paper

Habitat will also be in the muni-lot on
Saturday, September 18 from 9 to noon
to collect donations. Support the work of
Habitat by donating clean, usable furniture (all kinds), tools, kitchen supplies and
appliances, kitchen counters, sinks/toilets,
vanities, light fixtures and other electrical/
plumbling marterials, art work, etc. No
paint, bedding or clothing.
You may also call 216-429-3631 to arrange a pickup of larger items.

Mayor’s Message
It’s back to school time which means we
should all be aware of the 20 mile-per-hour
speed limit within our school zones and the
school bus traffic as a result of the starting
and stopping of the school buses. Please be
mindful that you are to stop your vehicle
behind a stopped school bus and do not pass.
The school bus flashers will indicate when
you are to stop. Be careful of young children
running from the school buses. We all need to be very careful
during the “to school” and “from school” times daily.

September 11, 2021 is the 20th Anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist
attack on the World Trade Center. We remember fondly the life
of William “Bill” Moskal of Brecksville who perished that day.
We remember all the brave men and women, first responders,
those victims who were in the area or within the buildings, and
pray for ALL who lost their lives that day not only in the World
Trade Center buildings in New York but also in the plane crash in
Shanksville, Pennsylvania and the tragic attack on the Pentagon.
Sherwin-Williams/Valor Acres/New School and Field House Updates
Sherwin-Williams’ representatives met with residents of Westview
Drive and presented their Preliminary Building Design and Site
Plan for the location of the structures, parking and green space.
A copy of that presentation is available on the City’s web site.
On August 5, this Preliminary Plan was presented to the City
Planning Commission for its first introduction. The Planning
Commission scheduled the Public Hearing of this preliminary
plan for its meeting on August 26. Sherwin-Williams has
now modified their preliminary plan to include
600,000 square feet of building and an overall jobs
prediction of 900. Those figures have substantially
increased since they made their decision to locate
their new R&D facility at Valor Acres. Both
Sherwin-Williams and the DiGeronimo Companies
are working closely with regard to storm water
issues and the DiGeronimo Companies has been
contracted by Sherwin-Williams to do the site
work for their project. The infrastructure work
that is ongoing includes the relocation of a sanitary
sewer, stream relocation and initial grading. Sherwin-Williams

predicts the beginning of construction this fall. Meanwhile, the
DiGeronimo Companies continues to refine their residential
development for this property and are working with SherwinWilliams on the access roads to Valor Acres, as well as ongoing
discussions on the design and development of the retail and office
areas on the south side of the property.
The Fieldhouse Project and Elementary School Project continue
to be just about on schedule and on budget. It is planned that
the Fieldhouse will be completed this coming spring, the school
shortly thereafter and plans are being made for the operations
and programs of the new fieldhouse facilities. We appreciate
the cooperation we have received from the Metroparks, the
contractors and project manager. The new School and Fieldhouse
will be a wonderful asset for the BBH City School District and the
City of Brecksville.
A Promotion and Appointments
I am pleased to announce that firefighter Sergio I. DiGeronimo,
Jr. has been appointed to the position of Lieutenant in our Fire
Department. He was administered the oath of office on August
3 at City Council to become the 8th Fire Lieutenant in our City’s
history. We commend those who tested for this position and
congratulate them all for being outstanding candidates for this
promotion. Lt. DiGeronimo is a graduate of the University of
Akron and Columbia Southern University. He assumed his duties
the following day. I am also pleased to announce that Andie
Lazaridis and Nick Hanna were appointed to the Recreation
Commission filling two vacant positions. Josh Slaga was
appointed to the Board of Design and Construction Review. He
is a Civil Engineer and fills a vacated seat.

SherwinWilliams
predicts the
beginning of
construction
this fall

City Offices Holiday Hours
Brecksville City Hall, the Service Department and the Human
Services Center will be closed on Labor Day, September 6
The Community Center will be open from 10 - 5.
Rubbish and recycling collection scheduled for September 6 will
occur on Tuesday, September 7.
On Columbus Day, Monday, October 11, all City offices and
facilities will be open and there will be rubbish collection.
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Because of Early Voting An Important City Election Is Sooner
Than You Think
Early voting begins on October 5. Please check the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections web site for
instructions and hours of operation. We encourage our
residents to take advantage of this way of voting if you
are unable to vote on Election Day, November 2 at one
of our local voting precincts or if you choose to vote by
mail. Either way we hope that each and every one of you will cast
your vote for this November’s election. Four members of City
Council are to be elected. We look forward to promoting this
upcoming election and hoping that we are able to see an increase
in the number of you who will vote and be part of the decision
making process. As I said before it is very important that you be
a part of the decision process rather than relying on your fellow
voters to decide. Again, please vote in this November’s election.
It Still Doesn’t Get the Hint That It’s Not Welcome
The acknowledgement of the threat of Covid-19 continues to
be an important part of our daily lives. Simply said, we need
to be careful. We need to follow the suggested guidelines but
most importantly, your individual decisions must be made. Will
you be vaccinated? Will you choose to wear a mask in confined
areas? Will you continue the suggested personal hygiene and
the disinfecting of certain areas where you live and work? These

are all personal decisions to be made at this time since
the Governor removed the restrictions. It is our way of
responding to the removal of the restrictions and thereafter
the number of new positive cases, which may again cause
the Governor to reinstate some or more of the restrictions.
Please do your part to protect yourself, your family and
those with whom you work. It’s up to each one of us as to how we
deal with it.
A Brecksville Man for All Seasons
Former Brecksville City Councilman, local businessman and realtor
Walter “Wally” J. Zimlich passed away on July 14 at the age of 94.
He served as a member of Brecksville City Council, was a volunteer
member of the Brecksville Fire Department for 16 years, and at
one time was a Village Constable. We extend our sympathies on
behalf of the City Administration, the City Council and the entire
City family to the Zimlich family. We thank Wally for his service.
May he rest in peace.
We’re Going to Need Bigger Calendars!
September 6 is Labor Day and City Hall therefore will be closed.
Our Community Center will be open from 10 am to 5 pm. We
will soon announce the closing date of the outdoor swimming
facilities and we thank you all for the positive feedback regarding
the outdoor pool, the addition to the natatorium and the new
concession stand. Of course, the concession stand and the addition
to the natatorium will be open year round. Please check the
Recreation Department and Community Center web sites.
The Brecksville Firefighters Association’s 51st Clambake is
September 11 and will include a memorial to those who lost their
lives on 9/11. There is an article in the Bulletin regarding the
Firefighters’ Clambake that provides details.
Unfortunately, an error was made when we initially scheduled our
First Annual City-Wide Garage Sale on September 11 and we have,
with respect to September 11th, rescheduled the Garage Sale to
Saturday, September 25 from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Please refer to
the article regarding the Garage Sale in this Bulletin. There is no
registration necessary nor is there a fee. We will provide advertising
for this event and ask that you put a sign out on September 23 or
thereafter indicating that you are participating in the Garage Sale.
On Saturday, September 18, we will again provide document
shredding from 9:00 am to 12:00 Noon at the Municipal Parking
Lot. Although this service is free, we ask that you please bring
and donate a nonperishable food item that will become part of
someone’s meal as provided by the City’s food pantry. Please,
this is for the shredding of documents only. Do not include other
items. Also, outdated food will not be given to recipients.
On Saturday, October 2 at 12:00 Noon, the City will be testing its
CodeRED system warning. If you do not receive this test on your
phone(s) and wish to be part of the CodeRED system, you may do
so by going to the Fire Department’s page on the City’s web site
and signing up. If you need assistance signing up, please call our
Fire Department at 526-2640.
Also on your calendar, be sure to mark October 11 which is the
beginning of the City-wide curbside leaf collection. As in years
past, the Service Department will start at one end of the City and
work through to the other end, repeating as necessary. Further
details will be on our City web site.

On October 24 from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm, Brecksville will hold
“Boo-ville” at the Community Center. This is a well-attended
annual event for ghosts, goblins and things that go bump in the
night. Please refer to page 13 of this Bulletin for details.
And finally, in observance of Veterans Day on November 11 City
Hall will be closed. The Community Center will be open from 10
am to 5 pm. Also, rubbish and recycling will occur the next day,
November 12.
I wish all of the students returning to school and our colleges and
universities, the very best. We hope everyone had an enjoyable
summer and we look forward to the beauty of fall weather here in
northeast Ohio.
Mayor Jerry N. Hruby

Council President Report

It’s hard to believe that the kids are back to
school and Fall is upon us. Please take extra
care as we transition back into the season
where our children walk around town after
school. Also pay close attention to traffic
laws relating to school buses to avoid accidents and dangerous situations. For more
information, please review bus traffic laws
at https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/

section-4511.75.
The City continues to make excellent progress on all of it’s
major development projects. The final design for the I77/
Miller Road Interchange project was prepared by Euthenics,
Inc. and was approved by City Council at the August 17th
meeting. The project will go out to bid shortly with final bids
due this October. The expected completion date is the Fall of
2023.
There will be a public meeting on September 28 in City
Council Chambers at 6:30 pm to discuss and obtain feedback
from residents on the re-development of the Central School
property. After review of recent developer proposals, the
Administration and City Council have decided to solicit more
feedback from residents and new ideas from the developer.
This is a unique space and project which requires a significant
amount of creativity and thoughtfulness to craft the ideal plan.
Please join us and share your ideas at the September 28 meeting.
Enjoy all the goodness that Fall brings and Go Browns!
Sincerely,
Mike Harwood, City Council President

Council Reports continued on page 4

3

Council Corner
Buildings & Grounds

The Committee has recommended, and City
Council has approved the following:
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to Enter
into agreement with Karpinski Engineering
for professional engineering services on the
Recycling Building Indoor Air Quality Project.
Services include the preparation of construction documents, as well
as bidding and construction administration for the project.
• A Motion to approve the reimbursable expenses on the
Professional Design Services contract with Perspectus
Architecture, finalizing our contract with our Police Station
Architects.
• A Purchase Requisition to Home Depot Pro for an Advance
SC351 Battery Operated Floor scrubber for the new Aquatics
Center.
• A Blanket Vendor Purchase Requisition for the replacement of
301 lineal feet of sidewalk on the Blossom Hill Property.
• A Purchase Requisition to Becker Signs for production and
installation of replacement signage outside the Brecksville Postal
Station building.
• Two Ordinances accepting State Contract pricing from Johnson
Controls Fire Protection LP, for the renewal of maintenance
coverage for fire alarm and sprinkler systems at the Community
Center and the Human Services building, and the second for fire
alarm monitoring at both buildings. Both are the first year of a
five year agreement.
• An increase to Purchase Order #BL211004 to Ehrlich Pest
Control for the City’s pest control management services in all
City buildings.
Updates:
• On July 27, representatives of Sherwin-Williams, the Mayor and
the City Building Commissioner met in person with six residents
of Westview Drive for a preview of the power point presentation
which was presented at the August 5th Planning Commission
meeting at City Hall. Eight additional residents joined by zoom,
as part of an ongoing effort by the city and Sherwin-Williams
to keep those residents most impacted by the development
informed. The power point is also posted on the City’s website.
Residents are encouraged to attend Planning Commission meetings in person or on-line going forward to receive the latest information on the project. Any questions or comments are welcome
at information@brecksville.oh.us.
• A public meeting has been scheduled with regard to the redevelopment of the Central School property on September 28 at 6:30
pm in City Council Chambers. Similar to the meeting held with
the Old Town residents, the ideas proposed by the two participating developer firms in the RFQ/RFP process will be shared with
those in attendance. The intended purpose of this meeting will
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be to encourage open discussion and gather feedback on the various development ideas that have been proposed thus far. Those
in attendance are expected to include original members of the
Resident Committee for the Development of the Central School
and VA properties, the two developer firms from the RFQ process, and new prospective developers who have recently inquired
about the project.
• Shook Construction provided their most recent update, dated July
8. The construction of the Field House at Blossom Hill is largely
on schedule, with final completion projected in May, 2022.
Kim Veras, Chairperson

Finance

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

The Finance Committee discussed and recommended approval to City Council of the
following items during the May, June, July and
August committee meetings:
• A blanket vendor purchase requisition in
the amount of $4,500 for the Police Chief
Assessment Recommendation Board.
An increase to a Purchase Order to James G. Zupka, CPA, Inc.
in the amount of $960 for a modification to the contract for the
City’s annual audit procedures.
A Purchase Order to Sedgwick in the amount of $2,915 for
third party administration for all workers compensation claims
for the group rating year 2022.
Waiver of lease payments from the Brecksville Chamber of
Commerce for the space at the Old Town Hall annex for the
period January 2021 through May 2021.
The renewals of the City’s Property & Liability Insurance policies that expired on May 25, 2021 with Wichert and Custis
Insurance.
An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 5377, making appropriations for current expenses for the City of Brecksville during
the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021, making necessary
appropriation and revenue adjustments.
A Resolution making necessary advances between certain funds
for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021.
An Increase to P.O. #P210374 to Chagrin Valley Dispatch in
the amount of $2,750.00 for IT Consulting & Management
Services for the months of April and May 2021.
An Ordinance authorizing the City’s Dog Jog event and the
donation of funds, less related expenses collected for such event
to animal shelters and declaring such event and donation as having a public purpose.
A Resolution making necessary transfers between certain funds
and return of funds for the fiscal year ending December 31,
2021.
A Resolution adopting the alternate format tax budget for 2022.

• An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement
with the Chagrin Valley Dispatch Center for IT Services.
• An Ordinance amending Ordinance 5405 as it relates to employee compensation.
• An Ordinance amending section 1451.13 of the Administrative
Code and the exempted employees of the City of Brecksville.
• Consideration of a motion responding to the Ohio Division
of Liquor Control request for hearing on permit issuance for
notice C NEW 9892020 for Zaragoza Ayala LLC /DBA Blue
Habenero,, 8934 Brecksville Road. No objections were noted.
• Consideration of a motion responding to the Ohio Division of
Liquor Control request for hearing on permit issuance for Notice
C TREX 2606060 for Farrsville LLC DBA/ Farinacci Pizza, 8189
Brecksville Road. No objections were noted.
• A Resolution authorizing the Director of Purchasing to register
with OMNIA Partners purchasing organization as a resource for
the City’s competitive purchasing needs.
• An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Master
Services Agreement with Whelen Engineering Co. to provide
cloud platform services for the Police Department.
• An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 5417 as it relates to
employee compensation.
• An increase to Blanket Purchase Order #BL213103 in the
amount of $8,000.00 for the purchase of food for the Human
Services Center.
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a First
Amendment to the Lease Agreement between the City of
Brecksville and the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School
District for Building 6 located on the Blossom Hill Property
Complex.
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Second
Amendment to Lease Agreement between the City of Brecksville
and the Brecksville Cooperative Pre-School, Inc. for premises located at 4430 Oakes Road in the Blossom Hill property
Complex.
• An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute a lease agreement for Building No. 3 at Blossom Hill, 4450 Oakes Road, with
South Suburban Montessori Association, Inc.
• An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute a Restatement of
the Lease Agreement with Amendments on behalf of the City of
Brecksville with South Suburban Montessori Association, Inc. for
the lease of premises known as Building 7 located at 4450 Oakes
Road in the Blossom Hill property complex.
• An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 5377, making appropriations for current expenses of the City of Brecksville during the
fiscal year ending December 31, 2021, making necessary appropriations and adjustments.
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an
Independent Contractor Agreement with Center Court Tennis
Club for youth/adult tennis lessons for the City of Brecksville
Recreation Department, for the year 2021.
• An increase to PO# FN210012 for Tennis Instructors in the
amount of $2,700.00 due to the tennis program exceeding expectations in 2021.

• An amendment to Ordinance #5274 which accepted the bid of
Safe Staffing of Ohio for the temporary and general labor staffing needs for the Service Department. Due to challenges hiring
workers, the contract rates were increased to attract the necessary
temporary labor resources, as needed.
• An Ordinance amending the hourly rebate for seasonal works.
• A Resolution affirming that all funds from the American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021 shall be expended to cover costs of the City
consistent with the requirements of section 603©(1) of the Act,
creating the Local Fiscal Recover Fund 212, and increasing the
estimated resources and appropriation for the fund.
• Additionally, the Finance Committee recommended approval of
monthly professional service bills as follows:
• August - $53,028.10
• June - $54,715.58
• July - $46,067.33
• May - $36,352.20
Laura Redinger, Chairperson

Legislation
The Legislation Committee recommended,
and City Council approved a resolution
appointing Timothy V. Musat as a fulltime Firefighter/Paramedic for the City of
Brecksville. The Committee of the Whole
recommended, and City Council approved
a resolution commending Police Officer James Rhodes Kickham
upon his retirement from service to the City of Brecksville. Thank
you both for your service.
Ann Koepke, Chairperson

Safety – Service
In June council approved the bid of Compass Minerals America Inc. for supplying
Sodium Chloride for the term of November 1, 2021 to October 31, 2022. Also,
in June Council approved an ordinance
authorizing the purchase of a Case 621G
XR Wheel loader for the service department in the aggregate
amount of $160,245.00 from the ODOT Contract 170-21. We
also approved a blanket vendor purchase order in the amount of
$6,049.60 for repairs and painting of the Riverview Retaining
Wall. In that same meeting we approved an increase to purchase
order P210073 to Mattes Landscaping in the amount to $267.00
for supplementary snowplowing.
In July council approved an Ordinance authorizing the purchase
of a baler/conveyor system from Cleveland Compaction for the
recycling center through Source Well Contract Purchasing in the
amount of $110,022.91 for a new Marathon Gemini 3560 Horizontal Baler and above ground 48” Slider bed conveyor. This
replaced equipment that was over 25 years old and $84,261.00
of this was paid for through grant monies awarded the city by the
EPA. Thanks to Becki Riser our director of purchasing and head
grant writer (unofficial title), and Ron Weidig our service director
for once again going above and beyond to apply for and grant
5
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money for Brecksville. We all appreciate it. Lastly, we approved a
purchase requisition to R&R Inc. in the amount of $5,082.74 for
the emergency repair to the Selective Catalytic Reduction emission control system on Service Dept. vehicle B-67.
Last but not least, I’d like to say thank you to our service department, police, and fire/EMS employees for once again providing
a fun and safe environment for Home Days. It is hard to put a
price tag on a such a wonderful event that allows our community
to come together and enjoy our downtown. I hope everyone enjoyed the food and music and congrats to the administration and
in particular Ted Lux, Jinny Farr and Myles Rapkin for helping
pull together an event in less then a month that usually takes 3-4
months to plan. Great job to all.
Stay Healthy and Safe Brecksville!
Dominic Caruso - Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks
Throughout the summer, the Road Program
continued. To date, the concrete work is
completed and the asphalt work is wrapping
up. It was another aggressive year with over
$1.5 million dollars being spent on road
maintenance. The retaining wall on Riverview Road received maintenance this summer with the Service
Department doing repairs and repainting the wall at a cost of
$6,049.60.
As part of the Tanager Trail Slope Failure Project, the City
Engineer has sought a long-term solution recommendation from
CTL Engineering. Their Draft Evaluation says that soil nailing that had been done once before is not an option due to the
depth of the slippage and the construction equipment limitations. The recommended solution will be a soldier pile wall with
a cost estimate of $5.6 million for an 800’ total distance. This
design does allow for phasing the wall installation as needed,
such as in 100’ sections. The project will be considered in our
5-year Capital Budget Plan.
City Council accepted the Roadwork Development (629) Grant
from the Ohio Development Services Agency for $600,000.00.
This money is to be used for the Miller Road project regarding
the Valor Acres development from Southpoint Drive to Brecksville Road. Also, the Committee recommended for Council’s
approval the proposal from Euthenics, Inc. for the I-77 and
Miller Road Interchange project from Phase 1 to completion
in the amount of $947,477.00. The city will be reimbursed for
50% of the design cost from TRAC.
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Thank you for your patience this summer as the road projects took
place. The wetter than normal summer did cause delays in keeping
projects on track.
Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

Critter Corner
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

Utilities
A section of sanitary trunk sewer that runs
from Glen Forest Trail to Thorn Tree has
become exposed due to erosion and is in
need of repair. City Engineer Wise along
with Chagrin Valley Engineering visited
the site which is located about 1500 feet
down in the ravine. It appears a section of the ravine sloughed
and blocked the creek causing the creek to re-route itself creating a new channel running directly over the sanitary trunk
exposing approximately 50 feet of pipe. The area of failure is
on City property but access to the site has to utilize the drive
to Picha Lake. Additionally, the stream running through the
ravine is a jurisdictional waterway so an Army Corps of Engineers Permit is required to make any repairs. Legislation was
passed accepting Chagrin Valley Engineering proposal to assist
with the necessary Army Corps permit process. As the permit
process moves along, we will submit a design proposal to prepare improvement plans.
Independence Development and Independence Excavating
will be starting the sanitary trunk sewer relocation on the Valor
Acres site. This project is separate from both the Sherwin Williams Project and Valor Acres Residential Project. Nearly 3500
feet of the City of Brecksville owned sewer is being moved in
anticipation of the development of the Valor Acres site. All cost
of this work including construction cost and City inspection
and legal fees are being paid for by the development team. Legislation was passed authorizing this project to begin.
The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD)
held a meeting with the Riverview Road residents who reside
between Greenhaven and Wiese. Residents were notified that
NEORSD has hired a design consultant, EMHT from Columbus to study the entire drainage area with the intent to find
solutions to resolve flooding being experienced with rain events
along Greenhaven, Wiese and Riverview. This pre-design will
be complete first quarter 2022 with a recommendation for a final project. Considering how large the study area is, NEORSD
chose not to mail a notification letter for their upcoming field
investigations due to the number of residents potentially affected. Instead, they will carry copies on their person and will pass
them out if approached while doing their field work.
A settlement agreement was prepared for Gregory and Amber
Spencer at 10035 Whitewood Road as part of the Whitewood
Aerial Sewer Project. A wooden barrier wall, originally built by
the homeowner, was disturbed during the course of the sewer
repair. In lieu of replacing the wall, the Spencer’s were amenable
to replacing with landscaping. They met with the City Arborist and agreed that 6 Arborvitaes and 2 Dogwood trees would
provide an adequate safety barrier for their children. A P.O.
was approved for $1500 for the purchase and planting of the
landscaping.
Daryl Kingston-Chairperson

The Proper Way to Feed Hummingbirds

Recently, a post was circulated on Facebook
about the hazards of feeding hummingbirds the
wrong solution of homemade nectar. It seems
feeding them honey water causes a fungus which
will harm the Hummingbird.
We found this article on how to feed these tiny little creatures.
Red Dyes?

There is absolutely no reason to add any red dyes to
hummingbird sugar water. After all, natural flower nectar is
clear, and hummingbird feeders have colorful parts that attract
hummingbirds regardless of the color of the sugar water.
“The bottom line is that ‘instant nectar’ products containing
artificial coloring are at best a waste of your hard-earned money
and at worst a source of disease, suffering, and premature death in
hummingbirds.”
Use table sugar rather than honey to make hummingbird food—
when honey is diluted with water, bacteria and fungus thrive in it.
The normal mixture, especially ideal during hot or dry weather,
is ¼ cup of sugar per cup of water. During cold, rainy, or foggy
conditions when fresh water is plentiful but birds need more
energy, it’s fine to make the mixture ⅓ cup of sugar per cup of
water. Concentrations of sugars in natural nectars vary within
about that range.
If you mix up small quantities of sugar water every day or two,
there’s no need to boil the water. But if you mix up larger batches
and refrigerate part for later use, then it’s wise to make the mixture
with boiling water.
Note: There’s no need to add red food color to sugar water, or to
use red-colored commercial mixes. Nectar in flowers is clear, after
all, and red food coloring may be harmful for hummingbirds. It’s
the flowers themselves that are brightly colored, not the nectar—
and that’s why hummingbird feeders typically are designed with
red parts to attract the notice of hummingbirds.
The two most important issues to consider in selecting
hummingbird feeders are how easy they are to take apart and
clean, and how large they are.
The best-sized feeders are those that are emptied every day or two
by the hummingbirds you have. Bacteria and mold grow in sugar

water, and sugar ferments, so hummingbird water should never
be left out for more than two or three days, and changed daily in
very hot weather. The easier it is to clean a hummingbird feeder,
the more likely you are to do it often and well. The fill hole should
be large enough for you to be able to get a bottlebrush inside, and
every crevice should be easy to scrub.
Bottle or tube hummingbird feeders can be glass or plastic, often
with red plastic flowers and bee guards (little plastic screens that
keep insects away from the sugar solution) on the feeding ports. If
the bee guards are yellow, they may, ironically, attract bees.
Feeder Placement

With hummingbirds, more feeders are usually better than larger
feeders. Hummingbirds are often extremely territorial around
feeding sites, and so four tiny feeders with one feeding port
each, set around your home, will attract and maintain more
hummingbirds than one large feeder with eight ports.
Hummingbird bottle feeders tend to leak in the sun, because air
trapped in the top of the bottle expands as it warms and pushes the
nectar out. This doesn’t happen in tray feeders. Either way, avoid
locating your hummingbird feeder in direct sun, which causes the
sugar solution to spoil rapidly.
Unexpected Visitors

If hummingbird feeders have large enough perches, other species
such as orioles, Downy Woodpeckers, and Cape May Warblers
may visit them. In some places, bears can be a problem if feeders
are at all accessible.
Plastic saucer-type hummingbird feeders have feeding ports in the
top, making them fairly bee-and wasp-proof. These feeders often
have little moats in the center that should be filled with regular tap
water—that will keep ants from climbing down the support wire
or rod and getting to the sugar water.
Go Natural
Another great way to feed these little gems is to plant a
native wildflower garden. If you’re short on space, you
can even plant a simple container garden. This gives
your hummers access to a complete
diet of natural nectar and the tiny
insects that they eat for protein. q
Copyright © 2021 Cornell University

The City of Brecksville maintains its green trademark with an aggressive
tree-planting program begun in 1994. The continuation of that program
has resulted in the City’s designation as a Tree City USA for the 27th
consecutive year.

7

Safety & Service

It’s Leaf Removal

Again this fall the City of Brecksville is picking up leaves at
curbside. Please rake the leaves into neat rows along the edge of the
road, BUT NOT ONTO THE STREET.
Crews begin on the north side of the city and work to the south
making as many rounds as possible.
Leaf pickup is October 11 until Friday, November 26.
Residents are encouraged to place their leaves at the street asap for
pick up.
The city asks all property owners to observe the following
guidelines so that the Service Department can serve you better.
Residents are strongly urged to refrain from parking on City streets
since it is impossible to collect piled leaves that are near or beside
parked cars.

All leaves must be located within three feet of the street pavement
edge. Leaves must NOT be placed in ditches, over loose/decorative
stone or in the roadway. Care should be taken to ensure that storm
drains are kept free of leaves. Also, please keep leaves away from
mailboxes and fire hydrants.
ABSOLUTELY no tree branches, bricks, lawn clippings, or other
debris may be mixed with leaves. Contaminated piles will not be
collected.
Property owners are responsible for leaf disposal after the curbside
campaign is completed by the Service Department.
If you have any questions please visit the Brecksville Service
Department web site at http://members.core.com/~brecksvc/refuse/
leaf.htm or call the Service Department Monday through Friday,
7:30 - 4:00 at 526-1384. q

Natural Gas and Electricity Update
Sorry for the lengthy column but its primary purpose is to educate
you because you might be paying more for exactly the same
product.
First, many of you attend my annual meeting about gas and
electricity rates. Mark on your calendar that it will be Thursday,
September 30 (DATE CHANGE) at 6:30 pm at the Human
Services Center at 2 Community Drive around the back of the
Community Center. Be sure to bring your most recent gas and
electric bills and something to take notes with so you can get
personalized help.

comes to electricity rates the most important thing to remember is
that regardless of your rate you can’t save a lot of money or lose a
lot of money unless your monthly average use is more than 1500
kWh.
Every now and then you will get a mailer from one of the forprofit companies or a phone call or even someone coming to your
door. Their rates are typically higher than NOPEC’s. Your response
to the calls and especially people coming to your door should be a
simple and firm, “No thanks!” They all claim that they can lower
your rate but that is rarely true.
Don’t take a chance, call 526-2606 to inquire whether an offer is a
Let’s start with natural gas. If you have NOPEC/NextEra Energy,
good deal before you act. They rarely are.
the rate on your July bill should have been no higher than $3.11.
Also, some of you who have been with First Energy Solutions are
But get ready, the rate on your August bill will shot up to $3.74!
getting a letter telling you that you’ve been switched to “Energy
We’ve been saying that rates have been trending higher and sure
Harbor.” That’s a raw deal. Call them immediately and tell
enough, the rate on your September will be $4.19! So, should you them to cancel you at no fee. You’ll be automatically sent to the
make a move? If you’re more comfortable with a fixed rate call
Illuminating Company for the supply side of your service as well as
NOPEC, if you’re a member, at 855-667-3201 and tell them to
transporting the electricity to your home.
switch you to the one-year fixed rate of $3.53. If rates do go back
Here’s another one. People are getting letters or post cards that
down you can always cancel with no early termination fee. By
look like they’re from The Illuminating Company but they’re really
the way, if your NOPEC rate is $3.55 or $3.75 on your current
a company called Smart Energy. Toss it. That’s a bad deal.
bill you have NOPEC’s “standard program rate.” Call NOPEC at Then there is a multipage offer from CleanChoice Energy offering
855-667-3201 and ask to be switched to the one-year fixed rate of 100% clean, pollution free energy for 6.70 cents per kWh for the
$3.53. The standard program rate will probably go up.
first month. I can’t bet my life but typically that number will go up
If your rate is higher than $4.17 already you’re probably with a for after the first month. Besides, compare that with NOPEC’s
profit company that is charging you toooooo much.
12 month fixed rate of 5.63 cents per kWh for exactly the same
Call 526-2606 if you are in that trap. You need to switch.
thing. By the way, it sounds like the electricity arriving at your
Turning to electricity, the rate you’re paying is in a little box about home is 100% electricity from renewable sources. That’s not
half way down the right side of your bill that is labeled “Charges
possible. Think about it. There would have to be a dedicated line
From”…and then the name of your supplier like NOPEC-NextEra from the clean energy producer to your home and that’s not going
Energy for example. In that box look for the line that starts with
to happen. Your purchase of “green electricity” simply means that
“Basic Charge.” Your electricity rate is on that line. NOPEC’s rate more renewable electricity is going into the distribution system.
is now .0586 cents per kWh (5.86 cents) and should stay there
You’re actually paying for your neighbor to get the same thing.
until the end of August. If you can’t find NOPEC down there or
Also a reminder that sooner or later you will hear from the
the name of any company you are probably buying your electricity Illuminating Company that they are going to take away your
as well as its distribution directly from The Illuminating Company present electric meter and replace it with a “Smart Meter.”
as opposed to NOPEC or a for profit company. That’s fine. Let it
Essentially you don’t have a choice in the matter because if you
go. Eventually you will get a letter from NOPEC saying that you’ll refuse you’ll be billed for a lofty $28.29 a month!!! q
automatically be switched to them and that’s fine too. When it
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Ordinances
Soliciting

There are two types of door-to-door solicitations, commercial
and non-commercial.
An example of commercial solicitation is door-to-door sales.
Examples of non-commercial solicitation are religious groups,
political canvassers, and even trick-or-treaters.
Brecksville's Codified Ordinances protect residents who do not
desire contact from solicitors:
§ 705.02 NOTICE PROHIBITING CANVASSING OR
SOLICITATION.
Notice by the owner(s) or occupant(s) of any residence or
place of business of the determination to refuse to receive any
uninvited canvassers or solicitors shall be given by displaying
a weatherproof card, decal or sign not less than three inches
by four inches in size nor more than one square foot in total
surface area upon or near the main entrance door to the
residence or place of business indicating such determination
by the owner or occupant, containing the words "No Solicitors
Invited" with letters at least one inch inheight. Any such sign
which complies with the requirements of this section shall be
exempt from any additional or different requirements contained
in the provisions of Chapter 1187 of the Planning and Zoning
Code.
Residents wishing to prevent contact from solicitors, either
commercial or non-commercial, can post the small sign and
expect privacy. Solicitors who ignore the sign and try to get the
attention of the home's occupant will violate the Ordinance in
the next column:
§ 705.03 CANVASSING OR SOLICITATION IN

City Calendar

September
6 Labor Day, City Offices Closed, Community Center Open 10-5pm
7 City Council Meeting 8 pm
9 Planning Commission 7 pm
11 Patriot’s Day
Firemen’s Clambake 6pm Hort Bldg.
13 Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm
14 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
15 Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
18 Shredding Day 9 am-noon Muni lot
21 City Council Meeting 8 pm
23 Planning Commission 7 pm
25 Community Garage Sale 8-5pm
27 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm

VIOLATION OF NOTICE.
It is unlawful and shall constitute a trespass for any person to go
upon any premises and ring the door bell upon or near any door,
or rap or knock upon any door, or create any sound in any other
manner calculated to attract the attention of any occupant of
such residence or place of business for the purpose of securing an
audience with the occupant(s) thereof and engage in canvassing,
in defiance of the notice exhibited at the residence or place of
business in accordance with the provisions of § 705.02.

Dog Regulations

With warm weather here dogs tend to spend more time outdoors
and therefore a reminder of Brecksville’s regulations may be of
help.
• A dog may not bark for an unreasonable and/or frequent
period of time during the late evening, overnight and early
morning hours, namely 10:00 pm to 7:30 am.
• Non stop barking during the day is prohibited.
• Dogs are not permitted to run loose off the owner’s property.
A DOG MUST BE ON A LEASH WHEN LEAVING THE
OWNER’S PROPERTY. NO EXCEPTIONS!
• The owner MUST remove all defecation, including on the
owner’s own property. Please be courteous! By the way,
this applies to winter as well. The snow may melt but the
feces doesn’t!
Failure to comply may result in a police citation and/or an
appearance in Mayor’s Court.
Questions and concerns may be directed to Animal Warden
Cliffette Thacker at 526-8900. q

October
5 City Council Meeting 8 pm
7 Planning Commission 7 pm
8 Lobster Fest 5:30-7:30 Human Services Center
10 Historical Assoc. Apple Butter Fest 1-5pm
Squire Rich
11 Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm
Leaf Collection Begins
12 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
20 Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
19 City Council Meeting 8 pm
21 Planning Commission 7 pm
24 Booville 1-4pm Community Center
25 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm
31 Trick or Treat from 6-8 pm
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Horticulture

Specimen Plants by Joe Dwyer

I’d like to start off by thanking everyone for
the positive response to my articles. This is
still pretty new to me, so I’m still caught off
guard that you would take the time to read
them. That being said, a couple of my articles,
one on evergreens and one on deciduous trees,
have drummed up a lot of responses from the
community so it seems appropriate to add
another article to that series.
I get asked fairly frequently for my opinion on accent or specimen
plants—shrubs or trees that can stand out in a landscape setting,
especially close to your home.
I’ve always seen specimen plants as a way to seek out that extremely
interesting tree or shrub that not everyone has, or use one in a
different way than it would normally be used in landscaping. For
example, while I love Japanese Maples, Weeping Cherries, River
Birch, and Crab Apples (well, maybe not Crab Apples), these are
all trees that are used extremely often in front of homes. To bring
an unexpected accent to the landscape, I might instead choose
something that is used less often, like Larix decidua 'Pendula'
(Weeping Larch). Or I might feature front and center a plant
that typically adds height in the back of a planting, like Cotinus
coggygria (Smoke Bush).
Let’s take a closer
look at Larix
decidua 'Pendula.’
Commonly known
as Weeping Larch,
it can grow to a
maximum height
of twelve feet with
a ten-foot spread. It
has a light, delicate
leaf that resembles an evergreen needle and a grey golden bark
underneath. Weeping Larch has a very showy golden fall color that
makes up for the fact that it does not show any significant flow or
fruiting.
This is a relatively simple tree to care for. After it gets established, it
can take some pruning, but in my opinion, it looks better if left to
its natural form. Weeping Larch is fairly deer resistant and can take
some road salt. It will tolerate rocky or clay soils, as well as wetter
areas—but in extreme heat you will need to water it, even after it is
established.
Another weeping option to consider is Cercis canadensis 'Covey,’
or Covey Redbud. Covey Redbud is a very small weeping cultivar
known for its dense, umbrella-shaped crown with contorted stems
and arching to pendulous branches. If staked and trained, it may
eventually grow eight to ten feet in height. If not staked, it may
never exceed five feet in height. Clusters of tiny, lavender-pink,
10 pea-like flowers bloom for two to three weeks in early spring

(April) before the foliage
emerges. The heart-shaped
foliage with pointed tips
emerges in spring with red
tinting, matures to a dull,
dark blue-green, and finally
turns yellow in fall.
Redbuds are somewhat deer resistant but do not tolerate road salt
very well. This plant does best in good, well-drained soil, so it’s best
to avoid any areas that stay wet. It can take full sun but does best
with a little shade. While this plant can be a bit more labor-intensive
than other options, it’s a great choice if you want to fit a specific area.
You can stake it till it reaches your desired height—and when the
staking is removed, upward growth will usually stop.
The last weeping option I’d like to highlight is one that’s less
commonly used in landscaping these days, although I have no
idea why. Commonly called Contorted Filbert or Harry Lauder’s
Walking Stick, Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’ is a unique tree that
offers interesting features for all seasons. Its twisting branches spread
out in every direction, creating unique shapes that stand out against
snow in winter. In spring, it produces long golden catkins, which
are cylindrical flower clusters that hang down and blow in the wind.
And in summer, the Contorted Filbert produces large, green leaves
that almost look leathery in appearance.
If you love the shape but prefer a unique color, cultivars like Corylus
avellana ‘Red Dragon” offer deep burgundy foliage to complement
your landscape. The Contorted Filbert can reach eight to ten feet
in height, and spread about the same distance in width. The red
leafy varieties generally stay around six feet in height and spread.
They are deer resistant and can tolerate some salt. They prefer moist,
well-drained soils, and will require watering during long dry periods
even after they
are established.
They do require a
bit of pruning to
remove suckering
branches.
While Contorted
Filbert may be
becoming less common in landscaping, my next selection is being
used more and more. The tree form of Hydrangea paniculata
'Limelight', commonly called Limelight Hydrangea, is an amazingly
beautiful addition to almost any landscape. I don’t usually choose
plants with only one season of showiness, but in this case the bland
leaves and the lack of fall color matter less when looking at the
enormous display of ten-inch, pale green blossoms that transition to
soft white summer through fall.
Limelight Hydrangea in its tree form will grow to be about six feet
tall at maturity, with a spread of seven feet. It tends to be a little
leggy, with a typical clearance of three feet from the ground. It grows

at a medium rate but will
require annual pruning, which
is best done late winter into
spring.

to the back of a bed—but I believe it can stand alone as a specimen,
too. I particularly like the green leaf variation that is less commonly
used in landscaping, paired with smaller red or yellow-colored
shrubs.

This tree performs well in both
full sun and full shade, but
will bloom better in the sun.
It prefers to grow in average to
moist conditions, and shouldn't
be allowed to dry out—so plan on watering. I would also be wary of
the staking these trees usually come with. While young trees do need
to be staked, if the stakes are left on too long, the trunk can weaken.

The final plant I’d like to highlight is an alternative to Contorted
Filbert that offers a similar look with a little more height. Robinia
pseudoacacia ‘Twisty Baby,’ or Twisty Baby Black Locust, is a
deciduous, multi-stemmed shrub or small tree. It’s notable for its
shrubby growth habit, zigzag branching (more pronounced on new
growth) and curling of some of the mature leaflet—all of which give
you four seasons of interest. It can be expected to grow eight to ten
feet tall with a spread of twelve to fifteen feet. It likes full sun to part
shade and is deer resistant. It will take difficult soil conditions and is
somewhat drought tolerant.

The first true shrub or bush I am including is Cotinus coggygria,
or Smoke bush. It has an upright, multi-stemmed growth habit
with waxy green or purple leaves. The leaves turn yellow, orange, or
purplish-red in fall, depending on variety. The name "smoke bush"
derives from billowy hairs attached to the flower clusters which
remain in place through the summer, turning from a smoky pink to
purplish-pink.
Smoke Bush is very hardy and does well in difficult areas. It is
mildly deer resistant and
can handle some salt. It
is a full sun to part shade
bush, but it will appear
less full in shadier areas. As
I mentioned earlier, this
plant is commonly used as
a hedge or to add height

These trees feature a loose crown with dark green leaves that turn
yellow in fall. It can produce some spines (small thorns), though it’s
not as typical as other black locusts. It also does not usually produce
the seed heads or flowers that other Black Locusts get. While you
can find Twisty Baby Black Locust as a grafted tree, I prefer the
multistem bush form.
I hope this article has sparked some ideas for how you can use
specimen plants in your own landscaping. You can always reach out
to me with any questions you may have. My office number is (440)
526-4794. You can also email me at gardener@brecksville.oh.us or
jdwyer@brecksville.oh.us.

In the Kitchen with Chef Dina Lawton
of the Brecksville Human Services Center
Hot Mulled Cider

Ingredients:
1 quart (32oz) of apple cider
¾ cup of cranberry juice
¼ cup of honey
2 cinnamon sticks
1 teaspoon of whole cloves
1 lemon sliced thinly
1 orange sliced thinly
1 apple sliced thinly

Method:
Place all ingredients in a sauce pot.
Bring to a boil. Reduce heat to low, simmer
for 30 minutes.
Carefully strain the cider with a colander
into another container.
Pour into mugs, and you may garnish with a
cinnamon stick.
Also, you may pour the cider over ice and
11
serve it as a cold drink. Enjoy!

The 51st Annual
Brecksville Firefighters’
Association

Clambake & Steak Roast
Saturday, September 11
Serving is from 6-9 pm
Brecksville Horticulture Bldg.

Door Prizes & Dancing
Sporting Events Shown on the Big Screen
This gala is exceeded in size by only Home Days itself and it
benefits the philanthropic activities of the Firefighters Association.
After the clams and steaks dancing begins at 8 and goes
‘til midnight. Local merchants always provide a ton of raffle prizes.
Tickets are $40/person, $12 for an extra dozen of clams.
They must be purchased in advance from any firefighter or by
calling the fire station at 526-2640.

So “shell out” the bucks
and get to the clambake.
It’s a great party!
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October 8 will be the
return of the culinary
piece de’ resistance,
LOBSTERFEST!!!
It’s at The Human
Services Center
and sells out each
year! And once
again Lobsterfest is
sponsored by the fine folks at the Regina Health
Center on Broadview Road in Richfield.
Human Services Director Steve Paciorek will whip
up his famous Maine Lobster Rolls and ladle some
authentic seafood chowder topped with oyster
crackers, plus Chef Dina’s Cranberry Pecan Cole
Slaw and for dessert her Blueberry Bottom Cake. It
is truly YUMMY!!!!! The lobster meat and chowder
(or “chowda” as they say in Maine!) are flown in
from the Maine Diner in Wells, Maine which has
been featured on The Today Show and the TV
show, “Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives.”
You’ll think you’re in Bar Harbor, or Bah Hawbah
as they say in New England. Stay tuned for more
details.

Tucked in the corner of
Brecksville Town Center, the
Courtyard Café has been a
favorite restaurant for over
35 years. A patio surrounded
by flowering planters, hanging
baskets, wind chimes plus an inviting
entrance provides a welcoming oasis surrounded
by the hardscape of adjacent businesses. Warm
months bring flowers and casual dining while the
cold weather in December gives way to pine trees
and twinkling lights. The Brecksville Beautification
Committee stalutes their efforts! Bravo!

Emerald Necklace Garden Club
Free Educational Seminar

Emerald Necklace Garden Club sponsors its third
Education Series seminar on Sunday, September
19, 2021 from 2-4 pm at Christ the Redeemer
Lutheran Church community room, 9201 Brecksville
Road, Brecksville 44141. Learn about the multitude
of bulbs beyond tulips and daffodils for both fall
and spring bloom in a presentation titled, “Unusual
Bulbs for Your Garden.” The informative presentation
by master gardener Phyliss Mihalik is free and open
to the public. Attendance is limited and for the
safety of everyone, masks will be required. RSVP to
jcooperbmw3@gmail.com or
440-526-4213.
Check the Garden Clubs website, at
www. EmeraldNecklaceGardenClub.com, for updates
and join the Facebook Page for club information and
interesting garden news.

Sunday, October 24 1-4 pm
Brecksville Community Center
1-4pm Caricature artists and Balloon twister
1-2pm Outback Ray’s Amazing Animal Show
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of all
ages

2:30-3:15pm Rick Smith Jr’s Magic Show
3:30-4pm Costume contests:
Most Creative (2& under, 3-4yrs, 5-6yrs, 7-8yrs, 9yrs & up)
Scariest (2& under, 3-4yrs, 5-6yrs, 7-8yrs, 9yrs & up)
Prettiest (2& under, 3-4yrs, 5-6yrs, 7-8yrs, 9yrs & up)
Best Overall (2& under, 3-4yrs, 5-6yrs, 7-8yrs, 9yrs & up)
Best Family/Group Overall (no age groups)
Games, refreshments, and food trucks. Call the Community
Center at 546-2300 for more details!

Garage Sale
City-Wide

The City of Brecksville is having its
first City-wide garage sale on Saturday,
September 25, 2021 from 8 am to 5 pm.
There is no registration, no permit or no fee
for this event. We suggest you create your
own sign to be placed at your driveway on
Thursday, September 23rd.
If you are planning on disposing of your
unsold items, we ask that you package
them and contact one of the many agencies
collecting such items or you may wish to
donate them at Savers. Do not leave them
on the curb for the Service Department to
pick up, except on your normal rubbish
pick-up day and please comply with
placing items out the night before, as you
normally discard your trash.

Brecksville Historical Association
Apple Butter Festival
Sunday, October 10
1-5 pm
Squire Rich Museum
9367 Brecksville Rd.
Tour the museum

Call 526-7165 for more information
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Human Services
Personal Needs

Also Coming Soon!!!! Blood Pressure
Screenings — FREE
Every Monday from 9 to 11:45
Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the Human
Services Center

to a medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga County. Our
bus will take you to a restaurant on Wednesdays. An application on
file is necessary. Call the Human Services Center for more information at 526-2499.

Cards and Games

Free with Human Services paid membership
Canasta – Tuesdays from 1 to 3 pm

Recovery - FREE
Recovery, Inc. meets Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Having
trouble dealing with your emotions? Recovery, Inc. is a self-help
program that will help you cope in a friendly, small-group atmosphere. Meetings are held in a private room.
Reassurance Calls - FREE
One of the many services offered by the Human Services Center
is “Reassurance Calls.” Every day, 365 days a year, you’ll receive
a call from a staff member or volunteer from Human Services. If
you don’t respond by the end of the day we will notify a friend
or relative that you designate to check on you. Call 526-2499 to
sign up. This is greatly suggested for older folks who live alone.
Brecksville Pantry
The Human Services Center distributes food once each month
to families of all ages who are in need. If you or someone you
know needs assistance please contact the Human Services Center
at 526-2499.
Food Donations
The Brecksville Pantry is always in need of food donations or
gift cards to Marc’s and Heinen’s to buy fresh meat and produce.
We especially need canned tuna, canned fruit, spaghetti and
spaghetti sauce, cereal and paper products. Please bring your
donations to the Human Services Center at 2 Community Drive.
Many thanks for all the donations at Shredding Days and thanks
to you individual donors who drop off food regularly at the Human Services Center!
Meals on Wheels
The Human Services Center is the headquarters for the local
Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch and
cold supper Monday through Friday mornings except holidays.
Cost is $30 per week. Call 526-2499 for enrollment information.
Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 and
over, Monday through Friday from 9 to 4. Our cars will take you

Dominoes – Thursdays from 1 to 3 pm
Bridge – Fridays from 12:30 -4 pm
Texas Hold ’Em – Fridays from 10:00 to noon.
No money is involved and no cigar chompin’, just a
good
time and you might earn bragging rights for a week. You’ll soon be
part of the camaraderie and there are plenty of laughs. The chips
are never “down.” All you have to do is show up!
Mah Jongg – Wednesdays from 9 to Noon
Pinochle – Wednesdays and Fridays from 1 to 3 pm.

The Handcrafters
Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn how to
make greeting cards, place cards, knit, crochet,
cross stitch, needlepoint or scrapbook. Make things for yourself
or help us make items for hospice or the Yuletide Hunger program. Oh yes, a little bit of chit chat goes on too. You’ll make new
friends. Free to registered members.

Tech

ALL fitness programs are free with a paid membership to the
Human Services Center or the Community Center. Yoga and
water exercise classes do require a class fee.
Balance with Jane
Wednesdays from 10:00 am
Join us for a low impact workout designed to improve balance
and coordination utilizing various walking surfaces and light
strength exercises.
Seniors In Motion with Eve
Wednesdays from 10:45 am
You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be able to do sitting down
that will make you feel better!
Dance for Parkinson’s Returns
This program is for people with Parkinson’s Disease. Caregivers
and partners are always welcome. Dance partners are available if
desired. Come and enjoy fun music and friendship while benefiting
from movement and dance led by Fred and Dianne Discenzo.
Sessions are held on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 11:30am.
The next sessions are September 11 and October 9
Soft-soled shoes required.

One of the many services offered by the
Human Services Center is “Reassurance
Calls.”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a
call from a staff member or volunteer from

Human Services. If you don’t respond by
the end of the day we will notify a friend or
relative that you designate to check on you.
Call 526-2499 to sign up. This is suggested for older folks who live alone.

Therapy Pool
A study suggests that working out in 90° water for three hours
a week for eight months may help ease fibromyalgia symptoms.
Aquatic therapy is less stressful on the body and heated water may
help relax muscles.
Where can you do this? In the warm water therapy pool at the
Brecksville Human Services Center of course. Pick up a detailed
pool schedule at the front desk.

Brecksville Computer Users Group
Thursdays from 6:30 to 9 pm. Our own version of The Geek
Squad is in Building #5 directly across the street from Safety Town
at Blossom. The Historical Association is also in that building. If
your computer or laptop is sick with a virus or whatever they can
help. Call for more info at 526-8836. Or join up if you love tinkering with computers. Sorry, but they don’t fix iPads.

Monday
8:30-10:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

10:00-11:00 Water Exercise with Julie
11:00-4:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Tuesday
8:30-4:30

Fitness

Need A Reassurance Call?
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Arts and Crafts

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Wednesday

Brecksville Human Services Is Recruiting
Volunteer Drivers
The Brecksville Human Services Center’s award winning volunteer driving service for seniors has openings.
Typically drivers volunteer a day or two a month driving from
8:30 am to 4 pm. Some drivers are so committed that they drive
once or more a week.
The program uses City cars to transport seniors to medical appointments Monday through Friday throughout Cuyahoga County. The service also takes seniors on errands such as the grocery
store and drug store one day a week.
Drivers are also needed for the 14 passenger bus which transports
seniors and wheel chair users to medical appointments and to our
Wednesday restaurant trips.
No special license to drive is required including for the bus. We
do ask that the bus drivers are physically able to strap in the wheel
chairs and load and unload them using a lift. It’s necessary also that
drivers are comfortable traveling on the interstates to the MetroHealth, Cleveland Clinic and University Hospitals main campuses
and the I-480 bridge to I-271, and driving in inclement weather,
especially in the winter.

8:30-10:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

10:00-11:00 Water Exercise with Darlene
8:30-4:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Thursday
8:30-4:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Friday
8:30--4:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Saturday and Sunday (pool is closed)

Cheers for our Volunteers!
Dale Darin and Roy Sierleja are two of our loyal drivers who
take seniors to appointments.
And a huge thanks to Dan Hodous, Janet Barnhart and
Michelle Hirsch who drive for Meals on Wheels. Please volunteer
by calling 526-2499.
Who’s helping Dina in the Kitchen: Teri Moenk, Linda Lewis,
Cheryl Storgard, Carole Boyd, Fred Spann, Doreen Benedetto
and Lenore Hutchinson.

Each driver will be tested by a Brecksville police officer and have a
background check done with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.
For more information please call the Human Services Center at
526-2499.
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Human Services
Wanna Have Some Fun?!

Did you love I Love Lucy, Andy Griffith and Barney, Mary Tyler
Moore, All in the Family, Cheers, Seinfeld and the Big Bang Theory? Well have we got a show for you.
Author and pop culture historian Marty Gitlin will bring all these
shows back to life on Friday, October 1 at 11 am at the Brecksville Human Services Center, 2 Community Drive.

Grab & Go lunches are every
Thursday starting at 11:30.

Brecksville Flu Shots

The Brecksville Human Services Center will provide flu shots
administered by MetroHealth for Brecksville residents.
Flu shot day will be Monday, October 4 from 10:00 am to 12
noon.
Call the Human Services Center at 526-2499 to make an appointment.

Marty will talk about how sitcoms have evolved, ask trivia questions and feature hilarious snippets of the most beloved sitcoms in
American history.

MetroHealth will accept most insurance plans, Medicare or Medicaid and Medicare Advantage plans. There is no co-pay. If you don’t
have insurance the shot is $25 cash. No change will be given.

Admission is free but please call the Human Services Center at
440-526-2499 so we know how many people to expect.

The “high dose” shot will not be available. The “Quadrivalent” shot
which covers four strains of the flu will be administered.

Medicare and You

There are always questions about Medicare and the Brecksville
Department of Human Services wants to help.
Therefore we are pleased to welcome from OSHIIP, the Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information Program in Columbus, Sarah
Florimonte.
Sarah has a wealth of information, not just about Original Medicare and Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage and Advantage plans, but also supplemental plans.
Sarah will be at the Human Services Center on Monday, September 27 at 11:00 am. This is a program for pre-retirees and those
on Medicare now to “learn the ropes” and get your questions
answered.
This session precedes this year’s Open Enrollment period which
is October 15 to December 7 when you may want to change
plans for coverage in 2022. That can be confusing and she’ll help
prepare you for Open Enrollment.
A reservation for September 27 is not necessary but please call
Human Services at 440-526-2499 to let us know how many
people to prepare for.
Remember, OSHIIP does not sell insurance. It’s a state agency.

Free Pizza & Bingo

Thanks to the folks at Home Instead Senior Care in Brecksville,
there is free pizza and Bingo and prizes at the Brecksville Human
Services Center on the first Wednesday of each month starting at
noon. Come on down and have some fun!
It is necessary to make a reservation. Call the Human Services
front desk at 526-2499 prior to that day.
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Please be aware that no one may enter the vaccination room
without wearing a mask or facial covering and using hand sanitizer
upon entering will be required. Your temperature will be taken,
social distancing will be in effect and there will be forms to be completed before receiving your shot. One of the questions asked will
be the name of your primary care physician and her/his telephone
number.
If you still haven’t had the COVID vaccination shot(s) a flu shot is
highly recommended to avoid the possibility of a “double whammy” to your health.

Low Income Snow Plowing for Seniors
The Human Services Center offers driveway snow plowing for low
income seniors. The program is solely for low income seniors 70
and over who have no one to clear their driveway.
Proof of income is required and the only proof of income document acceptable is an official letter from the Ohio Development
Services Agency indicating household eligibility for the 2020-2021
or 2021-2022 Home Energy Assistance Program, commonly
referred to as HEAP, or PIPP, the Percentage of Income Payment
Plan Plus. If you have never qualified for HEAP or PIPP before,
it is advised that you apply immediately because it takes several
months to get qualified. Proof of age is also required for the Brecksville program.
Senior snowplowing is just $10 for the entire season!
All residents who qualify must re-apply to the state for HEAP/PIPP
every year regardless of whether you have qualified in the past.
Some seniors have asked why the City does not plow all senior
driveways. The answer is that the cost would be more than $20,000
whenever it snows more than four inches.

Due to the overwhelming
popularity of the Grab &
Go Lunches, reservations are
necessary:
Please call the Human Services
office 526-2499 on Thursday
morning to make your reservation for the following week. To be
fair to everyone, reservations for “first-call-first serve” is the only
way we can fill the continually “SOLD OUT” lunches.
This is for Brecksville residents 60 years + only.
Thursday Pick Up: Last Names: A-L 11:30 and M-Z 12 noon

Menus for Grab and Go Drive Thru!
September
2 Meatloaf w/ Gravy, Herb Roasted Red Potatoes & Green
Beans, and Cinnamon Roll Cake.

9 Salmon w/ Corn, Pepper, Onion & Edamame Salsa, Vegetable
Quinoa, and Carrot Cake.

16 Lemon Ricotta Pasta, Caesar Salad w/ Garlic Bread, and Almond Poppy Seed Cake.

23 Chicken Breast w/ a Roasted Tomato Cream Sauce, Cheesy
Potato Gratin, and Smores Cake.

It’s Back!!!
Brunch has returned to Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am to
11 am. Cost for $5. All are welcome, but you must make a
reservation Tuesday through Friday at the front desk of HS or by
calling 526-2499.

September

7 No Brunch Today.
14 Berries ‘N’ Cream Brioche Bread Pudding w/ Berry sauce,
Sausage Patty, and Fruit Cocktail.

21 Crioissantwich- (Croissant filled with egg, cheese, diced ham,
and green pepper), Bacon, and Diced Peaches.

28 French Toast, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, and Diced Pears

30 Mild Italian Sausage, Orzo w/ Parmesan & Peppers, and Oreo
Cookies ‘N’ Cream Cake.

October

7 Cheese Tortellini in Cream Sauce w/ Roasted Red Peppers &
Spinach & garnished w/ Crispy Bacon, Side Salad, Dinner
Roll, and Chocolate Chip Cake.

14 Pork Tenderloin w/ Apricot Dijon Sauce, Herb Roasted
Vegetables, and Caramel Apple Cake.

21 Chicken Mushroom Spinach Lasagna, Ciabatta, and
Chocolate Turtle Cake.

28 Caprese Chicken Breast, Creamy Garlic Parmesan Rice,
and 4 Layer Pumpkin Dessert.

October

5 Breakfast Bake (Eggs, cheese, sausage, and potatoes), Bacon,
Biscuit, and Pineapple.

12 Breakfast Sliders (Eggs, Canadian Bacon,and cheese on a
Hawaiian roll), Hash brown, and Yogurt Parfait w/ Granola.

19 Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, and Grapes.
26 Eggs Benedict, Roasted Potatoes, and Applesauce.

Save the Date!!!

Here are events coming up at the Hum
an

Look for details at www.brecksville.oh

Services Center.

.us on Community News
Friday, September 24 “A Taste of Italy
” An Italian dinner to
raise funds for The Honor Tree that help
s folks in need.
Wednesday, October 20 “Senior Wel
lness Day” A morning of
health speakers, health checks and acti
vities.
Friday, November 5 at 11 am Cathie
Clager and Rita Wolansky
do a presentation about Brecksville sold
iers and people during
major wars.
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Recreation

Boys and Girls Youth Basketball

November 2021 – March 2022
Description
The Brecksville Recreation Youth Basketball program is a recreational league
stressing skill development, team work and fun. Practices are held once a week
beginning in November with games being played between Mondays – Saturday
starting in December. The league usually is completed by the beginning of
March. Practices are held at either Blossom Hill or a school facility. Games are
played at the Brecksville Community Center, or at a neighboring city recreation
center. All athletic programming is subject to change due to COVID.
1st & 2nd Grade Basketball
Boys Basketball (6-9 years)
Girls Basketball (6-9 years)
Game Times: In House League: Saturday Mornings – 9am - 2pm
Game Times: With Broadview Hts: Sunday afternoon – 12:00pm - 4pm
*Format will be traditional league setting (Score will be kept, standings will not
be kept)
3rd-9th Grade Basketball
Game Times: Saturday – 9:00am - 5:00pm
Game Times: Monday – Thursday 6:00pm - 9:00pm
Collaborating with Independence, Brooklyn Hts., Valley View, Seven Hills,
and Newburg Hts.
3rd & 4th Grade Boys Basketball (9-10 years)
3rd & 4th Grade Girls Basketball (9-10 years)
5th & 6th Grade Boys Basketball (11-12 years)
5th & 6th Grade Girls Basketball (11-12 years)
Collaborating with Fairview Park, Columbia Station, Westlake, Middleburg Hts., Brook Park, Strongsville, North Ridgeville, and Cuyahoga Hts.
7th & 8th Grade Boys Basketball (13-14 years)
7th & 9th Grade Girls Basketball (13-15 years)
9th & 10th Grade Boys Basketball (14-16 years)
Registration Residents 9/1 through 10/31.
Cost $75 for BCC members
$85 for residents
$95 for non-residents
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Men’s Basketball League
Over 35 Division: Men 35 and older
Over 50 Recreational Division: Men 50 and older
Over 50 Competitive Division: Men 50 and older
Division
Days/Dates
Game Times
Over 35
Sundays 1/9-4/24
4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Over 50
Sundays 1/9-4/24
4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Registration: Resident begins 11/1 and ends 12/22
Non-Resident begins 11/1 and ends 12/22
Cost: $250.00 per team—due at time of registration
Additional Costs: $35.00 due before each game for referee and scorer.
$70.00 forfeit fee that must be paid before your first game. Refunded back at
the end of the season.
(This cost cannot be incorporated into team fee. Must be paid prior to each
game.)
Description: Come get your game on in the Brecksville Recreation Men’s
Basketball League. There are 3 divisions this year: Over 35 Division, Over 50
Division Recreational and Over 50 Division Competitive. Athletic Department
reserves the right to assign teams accordingly. Games will be played 4 on 4.
Start getting your team together and register today!
Location: Brecksville Community Center and Blossom Hill Facility
Contact: For more information, please contact Jim at Brecksville Community
Center 546-2300.
Mandatory Managers Meeting: Sunday, December 19 at 5:00pm in the
Brecksville Community Center, Room A. (Teams must be registered prior to
meeting in order to attend).
Teams Must Provide:
Designated team manager and team name.
Team uniform will be provided. If a player does not have his actual team
shirt, the team will penalized 4 points per game at the start of the game.
Completed team roster with up to 12 players per team. (Blank rosters will be
provided at managers meeting and must be handed in complete at first game).

Youth Lacrosse

Dates
9/18-9/29
9/18-9/29

Grades 10 - 12

Time
5:30 – 7 pm
7 – 8:30 pm

Lacrosse Skills Clinic run by former high school coaches and players, in addition to
several guest instructors.
Cost: $10. All clinic participants will receive a T-shirt. Registration is on line at www.
webtrac.brecksville.oh.us.
Requirements: Players will need a stick and mouth guard in addition to a lot of energy
and desire to have fun learning lacrosse skills. No experience is necessary. Please
contact us with any questions about equipment at msbeeslax@gmail.com.

Gym Time
Dates

Days

Time

Registration: Begins 9/1/21 and ends 12/14/21

October1 - May1
M/W/F
10:30 am-1:30 pm
Join the fun! Bring your kids in for fun and games and let them burn off some
energy. Various toys and equipment will be available for use in the fieldhouse.
Bring your lunch and eat with your friends, too! There is no Gym Time when
school is canceled due to weather conditions or scheduled school holidays.

Description This is a 4 on 4 basketball league for 11th – 12th grade boys that
live within the Brecksville Broadview Hts. City School District. Teams will consist
of 4 to 6 players. Complete team/player packet must be submitted at time of
registration along with team fee. Spots cannot be reserved without payment
& paperwork. No parent coaching. Certified referees will officiate games. All
athletic programming is subject to change.

Ages 9-14 year olds in Grades 3rd – 9th

January 8, 2022 – March 5, 2022
Saturdays – Game times are: 3:30pm, 4:20pm, 5:10pm, 6:00pm, & 6:50pm

Cost $250.00 per team—due at time of registration
Location Blossom Hill Gymnasium

Winter Programs

Youth Volleyball League
The youth volleyball program are for players in 3rd & 4th Grade, 5th & 6th
Grade, and 7th – 9th Grade students. This league consists of teams from North
Olmsted, Fairview Park, Bay Village, Westlake, Lakewood, Middleburg Hts, Brook
Park, and Rocky River. Games will be mostly be held on Saturday mornings/afternoons and teams will play at both home and away sites. Practice will be held
at the Brecksville Community Center in September. Times will be determined
by the coaches. There will be 6-8 week regular season with a single elimination
tournament to close the season. Trophies will be awarded based on tournament
results.
Registration in progress

Winter Cross-Training Program

Cost

All Family members are welcome. Work out with your kids.

$55 for BCC members
$65 for residents
$75 for non-residents

The Brecksville Recreation Department in collaboration with the Run For Your Life
program offers a Winter Cross-Training Program. This program is designed for
Contact For more information, please contact JIm Kolesar at the Brecksville
speed training, strength training, plyometric training and conditioning. There will
Community Center 546-2008.
be three levels for this program: Advanced, Intermediate and Family. Bring your
own water bottle, running shoes, jump rope and workout mat. We will meet at the
Blossom Gym.
Registation: September 1, closes when class is full

The Brecksville Broadview Heights Youth Lacrosse Club is partnering with the Brecksville
Department of Recreation to hold a girls lacrosse clinic for new and experience players
entering 1st through 8th grades.
Day
Girls
W
Boys
W
Location: Blossom Hill Turf Field.

Brecksville Recreation Department
High School Boys Basketball

BCC member $0
Resident $0
Non-Resident $0
Must furnish own jump rope, workout mat and water bottle
January 8th – March 12th
Saturdays
9:00-10:00 am Intermediate/Advanced Group
10:00-11:00 am Family Group
**Please contact the following for more information…
Brian Stucky email- Brstucky@aol.com or call 216-390-4950
Jim Kolesar email – jkolesar@brecksville.oh.us or call 440-546-2008

Coed Adult Volleyball League

Ages 18 and Older
Days
Dates
Sundays
Sept. 12 - Dec. 12

Times
5:00-10:00 pm

Registration in progress
Description The Fall Coed Adult Volleyball League is comprised of two divisions
with eight teams in each division. The A Division is an advanced recreation
league, the B Division is and intermediate recreation league. There is a nine
week regular season followed by a post season tournament.
Cost: $225.00 per team
Additional Costs: $11.00 due before start of game
Contact For more information, please contact JIm Kolesar at the Brecksville
Community Center 546-2008.
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Recreation
Fitness

5:55 am

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Pure Strength - Rhonda

Spinning -Rhonda

Spin and Strength - Rhonda

Spinning -Rhonda

Pure Strength - Rhonda

®

®

Saturday

Sunday

6:30 am
7:30 am
8:00 am

FREE Core Class -Rhonda

8:30 am
9:00 am

Pure Strength - Jane
Spin and Strength -Jane

FREE Core Class -Rhonda
Spinning®-Jane

Yoga - Denise

Yoga - Linda

Gentle Yoga - Maryanne

9:15 am
9:30 am

Yoga Basics Dana

Tuesdays

10:00 am

Balance - Jane
FREE

Add Summer Fitness
Classes to Your Week
Seniors in Motion - Eve
Burn
FREECalories, Get Stronger!!

10:15 am
10:45 am

Seniors Yoga - Alyce
FREE

Spinning® -

Spinning® -Rhonda

Belinda

Noon
Spinning® -Rhonda

4:45 pm

Circuit - Angie

5:45 pm
6:00 pm

Add New Fall Fitness
Classes to Your Week
Burn Calories,
Get Stronger!!

Circuit - Jane
Step/Boot Camp - Cheryl

All Levels Yoga -Linda

6:15 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm

Jazzercise - When you love your workout, the
results come easy. That’s why Jazzercise blends
aerobics, yoga, pilates, and kickboxing movements
into fun dance routines set to fresh music. All
fitness levels welcome! Jazzercise is not included
in a Community Center fee schedule.
Pure Strength - Challenge your body with this
combination of strength exercises.
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Thursday
6:00-6:30 Tiny Tigers
6:35-7:05 Karate For Kids
(White through Purple Belts)
7:10-7:40 Black Belts (2nd & 3rd Degree)

*NO CLASS 11/25

Saturday
10:10-10:40 Karate For Kids (all ranks)
10:45-11:30 Black Belts (all ranks)
11:35-12:20 Adult TKD

*NO CLASS 9/11, 10/30 and 11/27

Class Descriptions
Circuit - Combination of upper and lower body
exercises that will make you stronger and improve
your fitness level.

Wednesday
6:00-6:30 Karate For Kids
(Blue through Red/Black belts)
6:35-7:05 Black Belts (1st Degree)
7:10-7:40 Adult TKD

11:00 am
4:30 pm

5:30-6:00 Tiny Tigers
6:05-6:35 Karate For Kids
(all color belt kid students)
6:40-7:10 Black Belts (all ranks)
7:15-7:45 Adult TKD

SPINNING® -Spinning is a group cycling exercise
that simulates an outdoor bike ride. You control the
amount of resistance and speed with an instructor
guiding you through a 1 hour session with 40 to 45
minutes of cycling.

Senior Classes

Spin and Strength -This class is designed to take
your workout on and off the bike for a creative hour
of fun.

Senior Yoga -Yoga class designed for gentle
movement, mediation, flexibility and balance for the
senior population.

Step/Boot Camp -Join Cheryl for a fun and creative
way to improve your indurance. Energize your
evening and burn those calories.

Seniors in Motion - This class is designed to help
seniors maintain their strength, flexibility and independence with both standing and seated exercises.

Balance - Join us for a low impact workout designed
to improve balance and coordination utilizing various
walking surfaces and light strength exercises.

Finish with a relaxation and full body stretch segment designed to lower the heart rate, relieve stress,
increase flexibility and leave you feeling great!
All fitness levels welcome!

into poses designed to open the body and calm
the mind. Poses are held long enough to build
strength with focus on body alignment. No prior
yoga necessary.

All Levels Yoga - A challenging yet relaxing class
concentrating on alignment of poses 1(asanas)
creating strength, flexibility and tone. Based on the
principles of Iyengar yoga.

Yoga Stretch - Gently stretching with props with
a slow progression into each pose. Poses are held
for a longer period of time focusing on the breath,
muscles involved and body alignment, increasing
flexibility and range of motion. No prior yoga
necessary.

Slow Flow Yoga - Offers students the opportunity
to slow down, take a breath and move mindfully

Gentle Yoga - Basic yoga principals with a slowflow progression.

YOGA

Cost:
Tiny Tigers
Resident Members - $20,
Residents - $25, Non-Residents - $35
Karate for Kids
Resident Members - $50,
Residents - $60, Non-Residents - $70
Adult TKD
Resident Members - $80, Residents - $90,
Non-Residents - $100
Black Belts
Resident Members - $80, Residents - $90,
Non-Residents - $100
Contact the Community Center at 546-2300 for more
information.
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Recreation
Kids n Company

Fees: BCC Member $45, B or BH Residents $55 and Non Residents $65
Registration: Brecksville Residents Begins September 1 at 5 am online, 8 am in person
at the Community Center. Non-Residents begins September at 5 am online, 8am in person at the Community Center. All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class begins.
*All programming is subject to change. Class location may vary based on weather.
Description: Levels 1 and 2 introduce you and your child to basic skills. As parents,
you learn how to safely work with your child in the water, including how to appropriately
support and hold your child in the water and how to prepare and encourage your child to
participate fully and try the skills. In addition, you are introduced to several water safety
topics. Your child receives an introduction to basic skills that lay a foundation for learning
to swim.
NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear swim diapers in the water at all times.
No child suffering from diarrhea will be allowed to participate in the program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at the Community Center front desk if needed. This class
is designed for children 6 months to 3 years of age. A responsible adult participant who is
comfortable in the water must accompany each child during all class sessions.

Level 2 (Ages 3.5-4 years old) Activity Pool
Preschool Aquatics Level 2 continues laying the foundation for developing water competency and further skill development. Preschool Aquatics Level 2 marks the beginning of
independent aquatic locomotion skills. Children continue to explore using simultaneous
and alternating arm and leg actions on the front and back to gain greater proficiency
in preparation for performing strokes. Some of the milestones achieved in Preschool
Aquatics Level 2 include:
• Gliding on front at least 2 body lengths.
• Rolling to back, floating on back for 15 seconds, and then recovering to a vertical
position.
• Gliding on back for at least 2 body lengths.
• Rolling to front, then recovering to a vertical position.
• Swimming using combined arm and leg actions on front for 3 body lengths.
• Rolling to back, floating for 15 seconds, rolling to front then continuing to swim on
front for 3 body lengths.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
342164-81
Tuesday/Thursday
5pm-5:40pm
10/5-10/28
342164-82

Level 1 (Ages 6 months-2 years old) Activity Pool
Activity #
342161-31

Days
Wednesday

Times
10:00-10:30am

Dates
10/6-11/24

Level 2 (Ages 2 - 4 years old) Activity Pool
Activity #
342162-31

Days
Wednesday

Times
10:30-11:00am

Dates
10/6-11/24

Preschool
Fees : BCC Member $45, B or BH Residents $55 and Non Residents $65
Registration Dates: Brecksville Residents Begins September 1 at 5 am online, 8 am in
person at the Community Center. Non-Residents begins September at 5 am online, 8am
in person at the Community Center. All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class
begins.
*All programming is subject to change. Class location may vary based on weather.
Level 1 (Ages 3.5-4 years old) Activity Pool
In Preschool Aquatics Level 1, your child is introduced to basic skills. These skills lay
the foundation for developing water competency and the future skill development of
swimming strokes. In addition, your child starts to develop positive attitudes and safe
practices around the water. Certain milestones are necessary for successful completion
of Preschool Aquatics Level 1, including:
• Entering the water independently using ramp, steps or side and travel at least 5 yards.
• Submerging mouth and blowing bubbles for at least 3 seconds.
• Exiting the water safely. - Gliding on front for at least 2 body lengths with support.
• Rolling to back and floating for 3 seconds with support.
• Recovering to a vertical position with support.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
342163-81
Tuesday/Thursday
5:00-5:40pm
10/5-10/28
342163-82
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Tuesday/Thursday

6:00-6:40pm

10/5-10/28

Tuesday/Thursday

6pm-6:40pm

10/5-10/28

Learn to Swim (Levels 1 - 6)
Fees : BCC Member $50, B or BH Residents $60 and Non Residents $70
Registration: Brecksville Residents Begins September 1 at 5 am online, 8 am in person
at the Community Center. Non-Residents begins September at 5 am online, 8am in person at the Community Center. All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class begins.
*All programming is subject to change. Class location may vary based on weather.
Instructors have the right to evaluate students and re-assign them to the appropriate
class level as room permits.
Level 1 (Ages 4 and up) Outdoor Pool Shallow Area
During Learn-To-Swim Level 1, children are introduced to basic skills as the foundation
for future skills and the development of water competency. Skills taught include:
• Entering the water independently using the ramp, steps or side.
• Traveling at least 5 yards, bobbing 5 times and then safely exiting the water.
• Opening eyes underwater and retrieving submerged object.
• Gliding on front with assistance at least 2 body lengths.
• Rolling to a back float for 5 seconds with assistance.
• Recovering to a vertical position with assistance.
• Combined arm and leg actions on front and back with assistance.
• Alternating and simultaneous arm and leg actions on front and back with assistance.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
342261-81
Tuesday/Thursday
5pm-5:50pm
10/5-10/28
342261-82

Tuesday/Thursday

6pm-6:50pm

10/5-10/28

Level 2 (Ages 4 and up) Outdoor Pool Shallow Area
Level 2—Fundamental Aquatic Skills builds on skills learned in Level 1. Children begin to
perform skills at a slightly more advanced level and begins gaining rudimentary propulsive skills on both the front and the back. This level marks the beginning of independent
aquatic locomotion skills. Some of the milestones that are necessary for successful
completion of Level 2 include:
• Stepping from the side into chest-deep water.
• Fully submerging and holding breath.
• Pushing off the bottom, moving into a treading or floating position for at least 15 sec-

onds, swimming on front and/ or back for 5 body lengths and then exiting the water.
• Moving into a back float for 15 seconds, rolling to front and then recovering to a vertical
position.
• Pushing off and swimming using combined arm and leg actions on front for 5 body
lengths, rolling to back, floating for 15 seconds, rolling to the front and then continue
swimming for 5 body lengths.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
342262-81
Tuesday/Thursday
5pm-5:50pm
10/5-10/28

Level 6 – (Ages 5 and up) Natatorium Lap Lanes
As in all the other levels, in Learn-to- Swim Level 6, our instructors follow a plan to
refine swimming, physical fitness in the water and water safety skills that were taught
throughout the levels. The expectations are quite high in regards to distance and quality.
Additionally, in Fitness Swimmer, you learn principles of training and how to evaluate your
own level of fitness.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
342266-81
Tuesday/Thursday
5pm-5:50pm
10/5-10/28

342262-82

342266-82

Tuesday/Thursday

6pm-6:50pm

10/5-10/28

Level 3 (Ages 4 and up) Outdoor Pool Deep Area
In Learn-To-Swim Level 3, children learn to swim the front crawl and elementary
backstroke at rudimentary levels. They are introduced to the scissors and dolphin kicks,
learn the survival float and increases the time duration for treading water. Children also
learn the rules for headfirst entries and begin to learn to enter the water headfirst from a
seated position at poolside.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
342263-81
Tuesday/Thursday
5pm-5:50pm
10/5-10/28
342263-82

Tuesday/Thursday

6pm-6:50pm

10/5-10/28

Level 4 (Ages 4 and up) Outdoor Pool Deep Area
In Learn-to-Swim Level 4, children build on previously learned skills, improving the
swimming stroke proficiency and swimming for longer distances. In Level 4, students
further develop strokes like Front Crawl, Backstroke, Breaststroke, Butterfly, Elementary
Backstroke, and Diving.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
342264-81 Tuesday/Thursday
5pm-5:50pm
10/5-10/28
342264-82
Tuesday/Thursday
6pm-6:50pm
10/5-10/28
Level 5 (Ages 5 and up) Natatorium –Diving Well
In Learn-to-Swim Level 5, our instructors follow a plan to refine all six swimming strokes
including swimming for longer distances, introduce new water safety skills while building
on ones previously learned and perform flip turns on the front and back. The expectations
are higher now in regards to distance and quality.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
342265-81 Tuesday/Thursday
5pm-5:50pm
10/5-10/28
342265-82 Tuesday/Thursday
6pm-6:50pm
10/5-10/28

American
Red Cross

Tuesday/Thursday

6pm-6:50pm

10/5-10/28

Competitive Swim Clinic

Location BCC Indoor Pool
Dates
Day
10-4/10/29 Monday-Friday

Time
6:00 - 7:15pm

Activity #
342362-51

The swim clinic focuses on competitive swim techniques and endurance for youth. This
program is considered an extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.
• Times and days of program offerings will vary from season to season.
• It is designed for those that have participated in at least the Level 5 Learn-to-Swim or
equivalent.
• This program is restricted to Brecksville residents only.
• This program is not offered to high school swimmers during the State of Ohio Swim
Team season.
Sessions will be scheduled for eight (9) meetings.
The program requires participants to perform continuous lap swimming. Participants
should be able to swim a minimum of ten (10) continuous laps before registering. The
instructors or other Aquatic Staff may recommend participants continue Learn-to-Swim
before advancing to this program.
Skills that will be refined throughout the program will include:
• Freestyle (Front Crawl)
• Breaststroke
• Backstroke
• Butterfly
• Starts
• Turns
• Endurance
Fees: Community Center Member 30.00 & Brecksville Resident 35.00

Lifeguard Training
The purpose of the American Red Cross
Lifeguarding course is to provide entry-level
lifeguard participants with the knowledge
and skills to prevent, recognize and respond
to aquatic emergencies and to provide
care for breathing and cardiac emergencies, injuries and sudden illnesses until
emergency medical services personnel take
over. To enroll in the Lifeguarding course,
you must be at least 15 years old before the
last scheduled class session. To participate
in the course, you must be able to pass a
prerequisite skills evaluation administered
on the first day of class.
Cost: Members $220 / Resident $235 /
NonResident $250

1 - September Weekends
Saturday/Sunday 12pm-5pm
September 25, 26, October 2, 3
Activity # 342532-81
2 – October Weekends
Saturday/Sunday
October 9, 10, 16, 17
Activity # 342532-82
3 – November Evenings
Monday-Thursday, 4pm-8pm
November 1, 2, 3, 4
Activity # 342532-83
3 – November Weekends
Saturday/Sunday
November 13, 14, 20, 21
Activity # 342532-84
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City Hall
City Hall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351
Mayor/Safety Director
Jerry N. Hruby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . res. 526-7646
Law Department
David J. Matty, Law Director . . . . . . .  526-4351
City Prosecutor/Assistant Law Director
Sergio DiGeronimo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 546-9200
Clerk of Courts
Shelley Kazimore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2620
Finance Department
Laura Starosta, Director  . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351

Police Department,
Stanton Korinek, Chief
non-emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900

Department of Recreation
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 546-2300

Animal Warden
Cliffette Thacker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900

Department of Human Services
Dr. Steve Paciorek, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2499

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief
non-emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2640

Purchasing Department
Rebecca Riser, Director  . . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351

City Engineer
Gerald Wise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351

Cemetery Sexton
Kristen Kouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2603

Service Department
Ron Weidig, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  526-1384

Brecksville Bulletin
Jinny Farr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 546-2319

Building Department
Scott Packard, Bldg. Commissioner
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2630

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

City Council

Louis N. Carouse, Jr.. . . . . . 440-526-4963

Cuyahoga County Library
Brecksville Branch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1102

Brecksville-Broadview Heights
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 838-0429

Dominic Caruso. . . . . . . . . . . 440-759-7203

Board of Education Office . . . . . . 740-4000

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (216) 443-8683

Mike Harwood . . . . . . . . . . . 440-546-0521

Brecksville Community Center . . 546-2300
Brecksville Historical Association
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-7165
The Brecksville Theatre . . . . . . . . . 736-7749
Brecksville Metroparks
Nature Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1012
Brecksville Service Department
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1384

Human Services Center . . . . . . . . . 526-2499
Independence License Bureau
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (216) 642-1373
Regional Income Tax Agency
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-0900
Recycling Department . . . . . . . . . . 526-2643

Three ways to get Brecksville Information: on the web www.brecksville.
oh.us, Community News or click on the "Sign Up for Enews" button to
receive emails from the City and on Facebook (City of Brecksville Ohio)

Daryl Kingston. . . . . . . . . . . 440-384-7406
Ann Koepke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 216-534-3191
Laura C. Redinger. . . . . . . . . 440-319-0577
Kim Veras. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440-717-0868
Tammy Tabor, Clerk. . . . . . .  440-526-4351

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

