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Mayor’s Message
City Council elections have been decided
and the newly elected members will be
administered the Oath of Office on January 2
at 8:00 pm in the Ralph Biggs City Council
Chambers at City Hall. Elected to a four year
term of office were: Brian Stuckey, AJ Ganim,
Beth Savage and Daryl Kingston was elected
to a two year term. Congratulations to those
“City Council elect” members. And thank you
to all the candidates that sought election and
for your willingness to serve our City.
Current members of City Council who did not seek re-election;
President Mike Harwood, and members Kim Veras and Lou
Carouse will be presented Resolutions of Commendation at the
last City Council meeting of this year held on Tuesday, December
21 at 8:00 pm. All three have contributed greatly to our City and
have dedicated themselves to the best interests of those they served.
There will be a featured presentation about them in the January,
2022 Brecksville Bulletin.

“It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year!”
On November 28 at 4:00 pm, Santa Claus, Frosty the Snowman
and Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer will present a delightful
show at the City Hall Bicentennial Obelisk. There will be a photo
opportunity and hot chocolate and cookies will be served at the
entrance to City Hall. At 5:00 pm, a Brecksville Christmas Radio
Special will be aired on 93.7 FM till 5:30 pm when the countdown
to the lighting of the City’s beautiful holiday lights will precede an
exhilarating fireworks display illuminating the sky over the center
of town. The radio broadcast will accompany the fireworks with a
melody of your favorite
Christmas songs to make
the season bright for
an exciting, wonderful
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Department Updates
A lot of service department projects were completed this past
summer and we thank our residents for their cooperation and
patience. The work included the Road Program, Storm Sewer
maintenance, building improvements, the dedication of our
Community Center Natatorium expansion and the sparkling
outdoor aquatics facility. We’re getting closer to the opening of
the Blossom Hill Fieldhouse and other improvement projects
throughout our City’s facilities and grounds were accomplished.
Thank you to Service Director Ron Weidig and his department for
their dedicated work.
The Building Department reports the construction of 27 impressive
new single family homes. And hundreds of building improvement
permits were taken out as many older homes were totally renovated
and upgrades made to others.
Meanwhile much has been done in preparation for the Valor Acres
development including the major anchor project, the Sherwin
Williams 119 acre Research and Development Center. It all began
with a memorable ground breaking attended by many dignitaries
and covered by television. The residential and mixed use phases
of the project will follow. Thank you to our Building Department
directed by Building Commissioner Scott Packard. And we
appreciate the efforts of our Planning Commission and Board of
Zoning Appeals.
This year (again!) our City was
honored to be recognized for its
Financial Reporting by the State
Auditor’s Award of Distinction, the
highest award given. Our status
as a safe City and excellent ratings
by many entities are attributable
to the fine work of our entire City
staff, City Council and the Administration. Thank you to Finance
Director Laura Starosta and her staff and Purchasing Director Becki
Riser and her staff.
Speaking of Becki’s staff, we are very sorry to be losing Serena
Devito. Serena has decided to be a stay at home mom and give
100% of her love and attention to baby Aldo. I can’t say enough
good things about her work ethic, her dedication and her outgoing
personality. Serena, we will miss you!

thank you to
all the candidates
that sought
election

More Plaudits
Retired Police Chief Bill Goodrich and our current Police Chief,
Stan Korinek, along with their departments are to be commended
for the “Safe City Status.” Also a thank you to Fire Chief Nick
Zamiska and the department for providing excellence in paramedic
and firefighting duties.
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic our City remained in the low
category of cases and we appreciate the awareness and cooperation
our residents demonstrated for nearly two years. We thank every
member of our community and recognize Dr. Steve Paciorek, our
Human Services Director for his diligence in keeping our citizens,
employees and staff of the City informed. I also want to thank the
many Human Services volunteers and the staff for their caring ways
in serving those who enjoy the Human Services Center’s programs.

“Two Point Tupa” Hangs It Up
Recreation Director Tom Tupa, the only City employee ever
to sport a Super Bowl ring, has retired after serving our City so well.
Although Tom will be missed, Rachel Fitz Engle will become our
Recreation Director beginning November 22. We thank Tom and
his Recreation and Community Center staffs for their exceptional
work during his tenure.
Our residents who received Beautification Committee awards
had much to be proud of as they represented the “very best” of
our residential and business properties that they so beautifully
maintained within our City. See page 20 in this Bulletin.
City Hall will be closed on November 11 in honor of Veterans Day,
November 25 for Thanksgiving, December 24 for the Christmas
holiday and December 31 for the champagne toast holiday.
Heaven Bound
It is with profound sadness that I extend deepest sympathy to the
family of former City Council member and President Lawrence
“Larry” Potla who passed away on October 21. His contributions
to the City began when he volunteered to be a member of the
1993 Charter Review Commission. Larry served on City Council
from 1996 to 2012. He was Council President for six years and
served on all Committees of City Council during his time in office.

C
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Larry was an avid supporter of our Human Services programs.
He volunteered as “Chief Kettle and Pot Washer” for the
department’s Thursday luncheon programs. Larry conceived
and shepherded “The Honor Tree” program which raises funds
for those in need. He was an outstanding member of City
government in all capacities he served. He was an excellent and
highly professional President of City Council. May you rest in
peace my dear friend.
On behalf of the entire City Family, we thank our Veterans for
their service to our nation. We are indebted to you for your many
sacrifices and your unselfish dedication to your fellow man.
We extend to all we serve, A Happy Thanksgiving! May you
enjoy the holiday with your family and friends. We indeed have
so very much to be thankful for.
As we come to the close of 2021, we hope you will enjoy and
take time to reflect on this joyous holiday season no matter what
your faith or beliefs are during this season of giving. May each
and every one of you receive the blessings of the season and may
you have good health and happiness in the New Year. Merry
Christmas to one and all.
Jerry N. Hruby
Mayor

C O U N C I L

ouncil President Report

On November 2nd, our citizens electors voted
for Brian Stucky, AJ Ganim, Beth Savage and
Daryl Kingston as the City Council Elects
for the terms beginning January 2, 2022. I
congratulate them for presenting a positive
and informative campaign. They will serve the
city with dedication and enthusiasm; they will
serve the best interests of our residents. They
will receive their oath of Office on January 2,
2021. In the meantime, the “Council Elects”
will be invited to attend our 2022 budget meetings and other
opportunities by the Council, Mayor and Law Director to begin
the process of being provide the necessary information regarding
their responsibilities and duties as Council Members as well as
Administration relations and procedures.
We thank the two other candidates that also sought to be elected to
City Council.
We appreciate their desire to serve our city. Both expended a major
effort in their campaigns.
Congratulations to Trish Kwiatkowski and Ellen Kramer who were
elected as members of our BBHCSD Board of Education. Thank
you to Fred Peterson who will be completing his term of office and
was not re-elected.
This has been a wonderful year with the opening of the new
outdoor pool and addition to the natatorium, as well as the
excitment that is growning for the new Fieldhouse that will open in
2022.

R E P O R T S

Again I would like congratulate those elected and wish each and
everyone of you a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas and a
wonderful New Year.
Sincerely,
Mike Harwood,
City Council President

Buildings & Grounds
The Committee has recommended and City
Council has approved the following:
• A Blanket Vendor Purchase Requisition for
repairs to the Cupola on the Brecksville Police
Station
• A Motion Authorizing the Purchasing Director
to advertise for bids for the Wall Inspection and Restoration Project
at the Community Center
• An Increase to Purchase Order #P210329 to L.A. Lewin P.E. and
Associates for the Wall Inspection and Restoration Project; the
original purchase order was for the investigation and resulting
report; the increase is for additional field meetings, public bid
specifications, budgeting for the construction phase and supporting
documentation
• A Motion to Reject the Proposals submitted through the RFQ/
RFP process to select a Developer for the Central School Property
• A Blanket Vendor Purchase Requisition for materials required to
complete the repairs and replacement of deteriorating concrete
along the trench drain at the Vehicle Storage Building
• A Blanket Vendor Purchase Requisition for materials required to

Council Reports continued on page 4
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Council Corner
Buildings & Grounds (continued from page 3)

complete the repairs to the Bandstand on Public Square
• A Resolution repealing Resolution 5106, First Amendment to
Lease Agreement with Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School
District for the lease of Building #6 at Blossom Hill
• A Purchase Requisition to Concrete Works for Bleacher
Replacement Pads for Baseball Fields A & B at City Hall
• A Blanket Vendor Purchase Requisition for the purchase of 114
new and replacement fall trees
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement
with Makovich & Pusti Architects, Inc. for the architectural and
engineering services for the Brecksville Service Garage Study
• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Release with
CertainTeed to resolve a claim regarding the roof of the Brecksville
Fire Station
On September 28th, there was a public hearing regarding the
proposed rezoning and development of the Central School Property.
Many residents of Old Town attended, as well as residents from
other parts of the city, to offer input and exchange ideas. Going
forward, the Committee will consider all of the information gathered
thus far in considering the next steps in the redevelopment process.
In addition, the city will be consulting with professionals with
expertise in designing the reuse of historic buildings in order to
proceed in the most cautious and judicious fashion with regard to
this important project.
Kim Veras, Chairperson

Finance
It’s that time of the year again, the
Administration is hard at work preparing the
budget for 2022. As outlined in the City
Charter, the Mayor with assistance of the
Director of Finance and the Service Director
are tasked and responsibile for the preparation
of the annual budget. A rigorous process is
utilized to compile and prepare the budget with
the help of the Department heads and many
other members of the team. City Council will review the budget
at a Finance Committee meeting scheduled for November 23,
2021 and then recommend approval to City Council for one of the
meetings in December.
The Finance Committee discussed and recommended approval
to City Council of the following items during the August and
September committee meetings:
A $1,000.00 increase to Blanket Purchase Order #BL215650 for
Soccer Supplies due to the increase in spring and fall participation.
• An increase to Blanket Purchase Order #BL215630 in the
amount of $5,100.00 for the Sales Tax Payable account.
• An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 5377, making
appropriations during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021.
• A Resolution requesting the County Fiscal officer advance
the sums allowed by law from the proceeds of tax levies in the
account of the City of Brecksville, pursuant to Section 321.34 of
4 the Ohio Revised Code.

• A Resolution accepting the amounts & rates as determined by the
Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and
certifying them to the County Fiscal Officer.
• An increase to a Purchase Order for Independent Contractor,
Center Court Tennis Club, in the amount of $276.73 due to
additional participants signing up for the youth and adult tennis
programs.
• An increase to a Blanket Purchase Order or Day CampTransportation in the amount of $798.29. This increase request
was due to unexpected growth in participants.
• Authorization of Salary Continuation for a Police Officer who was
injured on the job.
• Approval of a Purchase Requisition to Commercial Fitness
Solutions, Inc. in the amount of $19,955.00 for the purchase,
delivery, and set-up of replacement fitness equipment. The funds
for this expenditure are available from the Business memberships
from employers in the City of Brecksville.
• An Ordinance making necessary appropriations for the fiscal year
ending December 31, 2021.
• A Resolution making necessary transfer between funds for FY
ending December 31, 2021.
• An Ordinance amending the retainer and rate schedule for the
services of Donald G. Bohning & Associates.
Approval for the Mayor to enter into a Jobs and Commerce
Economic Development Agreement on behalf of the City
of Brecksville with the State of Ohio and Department of
Transportation to accept additional funding from Jobs and
Commerce for the I77 Interchange project.
Additionally, the Finance Committee recommended approval
of monthly professional service bills as follows for the month of
September in the amount of $42,784.58.
Laura Redinger, Chairperson

Legislation
During the months of August and September
of 2021, City Council passed Resolutions
approving the following appointments: Sergio
DiGeronimo, Jr. to the position of Lieutenant
in the Fire Department; Nicholas A. Hanna
and Andie Asimes Lazaridis as Citizen Members
of the Recreation Commission; Josh Slaga as
a Citizen Member of the Design and Construction Review Board;
and Joseph Dwyer as Tree Warden for the City of Brecksville.
Congratulations to those above and thank you for all you do to
better our community.
Council passed a resolution adopting the OneOhio Memorandum
of Understanding and accepted the material terms of the OneOhio
Subdivision Settlement pursuant to the Ohio Memorandum of
Understanding and consistent with the terms of the July 21, 2021
National Opioid Settlement Agreement. If funds become available,
they could be used towards training for Fire and Police divisions,
law enforcement, education and other services.
The Legislation Committee, along with Council and the City’s
Legal Representatives, discussed potential policy changes to aid the
Building Department when handling situations where residents
repeatedly violate the City’s Code. Also discussed was the need
to update Brecksville’s Speeding Penalty Code. It was noted by
the Assistant Law Director, Sergio DiGeronimo, that the City has
seen a dramatic increase in excessive speed violations—violations
where speeds of 20 MPH or more over the posted speed limit are

reached. Suggestions of proposed changes to the Code were provided
and discussed and the Legislation Committee will review this matter
further before recommending changes to Council.
Over many months of public meetings, the Legislation Committee
and Council discussed proposed changes to the City’s Sign Legislation.
This section of Code required updates due to a ruling by the United
States Supreme Court. After much deliberation, proposed changes
to this section of Code were sent to the Planning Commission for
examination, and returned to the Legislation Committee with the
recommendation that the proposed changes were a good fit for the
City. The changes were then approved by Council on September 21,
2021.
Ann Koepke, Chairperson

Safety – Service
In September we approved the disposal
of some obsolete IT and Communication
equipment through the Service Department.
We also approved an Ordinance authorizing
the recycling of an Epok Spreader the Service
Department no longer needs. For our Police
Department, we authorized the purchase of
Taser Cartridges needed for re-certification training our officers
undergo each year. We also approved the purchase of body armor
and the annual ammunition purchase needed for training and active
duty purposes. Lastly, in our most recent meeting in October,
we approved the purchase of polygraph testing services for the 16
candidates we are currently vetting for our police department.
Halloween is right around the corner. Trick or Treating will be on
Sunday October 31st. I would encourage everyone to exercise extra
caution on that day knowing there will be a lot children and families
out and about in our neighborhoods enjoying the Halloween
festivities.
Stay Healthy and Safe Brecksville
Dominic Caruso – Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks
Most of this year’s Road Program is complete
as the Service Department wraps up projects.
The Service Department will do its annual
street scoring and evaluation and will propose
a Road Program for 2022 to be considered for
next year’s budget. Looking ahead to 2022,
the Committee authorized the Mayor to
apply for reimbursement funding through the Cuyahoga County
Department of Public Works County Road Preventive Maintenance Program for a project on Riverview Road in the amount
of $110,000.00. The Service Director presented our history of
previous successful applications that have saved the city hundreds
of thousands of dollars in construction costs.
We authorized the purchase of traffic signal cameras for the
intersection of Brecksville Road and Windward Hills. These
cameras recognize traffic to control the signals for efficiency and
will be purchased from Lampion Companies in the amount of
$11,750.00. They do not monitor speed.
The Miller Road/I-77 Interchange project continues to move forward. We did approve a contract Modification with Euthenics for
a design change eliminating one turn lane for the northbound entrance. However, this will reduce the project cost by approximately

Election Results for New Council Members for 2022
H
H
H
H
$300,000.00. We recommended the contract for appraisal services to Charles P. Braman and Co. which is required by ODOT.
Grants are an important part of this project and we are grateful to
receive $150,000.00 from ODOT Office of Jobs and Commerce
for additional funding for the project in addition to the funds we
have previously received.
I wish for all a Happy and Safe Holiday Season!!
Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

Utilities
As part of NEORSD Creek Stabilization Project the watermain under the creek needs to be
relocated. This work requires CWD service water easements which NEORSD obtained and
presented to Brecksville. The city’s law director
prepared legislation, and Council adopted,
easements for the installation and mainentance
of watermains on the properties owned by Millside Center, LLC and
TRC Brecksville Investors, LTD.
A new best practices method to manage incoming Utilities calls from
residents was instituted. Resident questions and concerns are now
processed more efficiently from their initial contact at reception onto
our Service Department and City Engineer.
Brecksville applied for 2 grants earlier this summer through the Suburban Watermain Renewal Program for projects on Amber Lane and
Glenwood Trail. We were notified that neither project was awarded
funding at this time. Cleveland Water will continue to maintain
their mains and repair breaks if they occur.
Daryl Kingston-Chairperson

Job Fair at Brecksville Human Services
Looking for work or are you seeking a new career opportunity?
The Brecksville Human Services Center is hosting a Job Fair
on Friday, November 12 from 9 am to 1:30 pm. The Center is
at 2 Community Drive, Brecksville 44141. Several Brecksville
businesses will be in attendance:
• The House of LaRose
• Applied Medical Technology, Inc
• Caruso’s Coffee, Inc.
• Lubrizol
• Creekside Restaurant and Bar
Good luck! Soon you might be employed in beautiful Brecksville, a wonderful place to work!
For more information please contact Brecksville Human Services at 440-526-2499 or visit www.brecksville.oh.us/events.
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Human Services
Personal Needs

Blood Pressure
Screenings — FREE
Every Monday from 9 to 11:45

Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the Human
Services Center

to a medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga County. Our
bus will take you to a restaurant on Wednesdays. An application on
file is necessary. Call the Human Services Center for more information at 526-2499.

Cards and Games

Free with Human Services paid membership
Canasta – Tuesdays from 1 to 3 pm

Recovery - FREE
Recovery, Inc. meets Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Having
trouble dealing with your emotions? Recovery, Inc. is a self-help
program that will help you cope in a friendly, small-group atmosphere. Meetings are held in a private room.
Reassurance Calls - FREE
One of the many services offered by the Human Services Center
is “Reassurance Calls.” Every day, 365 days a year, you’ll receive
a call from a staff member or volunteer from Human Services. If
you don’t respond by the end of the day we will notify a friend
or relative that you designate to check on you. Call 526-2499 to
sign up. This is greatly suggested for older folks who live alone.
Brecksville Pantry
The Human Services Center distributes food once each month
to families of all ages who are in need. If you or someone you
know needs assistance please contact the Human Services Center
at 526-2499.
Food Donations
The Brecksville Pantry is always in need of food donations or
gift cards to Marc’s and Heinen’s to buy fresh meat and produce.
We especially need canned tuna, canned fruit, spaghetti and
spaghetti sauce, cereal and paper products. Please bring your
donations to the Human Services Center at 2 Community Drive.
Many thanks for all the donations at Shredding Days and thanks
to you individual donors who drop off food regularly at the Human Services Center!
Meals on Wheels
The Human Services Center is the headquarters for the local
Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch and
cold supper Monday through Friday mornings except holidays.
Cost is $30 per week. Call 526-2499 for enrollment information.
Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 and
over, Monday through Friday from 9 to 4. Our cars will take you

Dominoes – Thursdays from 1 to 4 pm

The Handcrafters
Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn how to
make greeting cards, place cards, knit, crochet,
cross stitch, needlepoint or scrapbook. Make things for yourself
or help us make items for hospice or the Yuletide Hunger program. Oh yes, a little bit of chit chat goes on too. You’ll make new
friends. Free to registered members.

Tech

Bridge – Fridays from 12:30 - 4 pm
Texas Hold ’Em – Fridays from 10:00 to noon. No money is involved and no cigar chompin’, just a good time and you might earn
bragging rights for a week. You’ll soon be part of the camaraderie
and there are plenty of laughs. The chips are never “down.” All you
have to do is show up!
Mah Jongg – Wednesdays from 9 to Noon
Pinochle – Wednesdays and Fridays from 1 to 3 pm.
Some fitness programs are free with a paid membership to the
Human Services Center or the Community Center. Yoga and
water exercise classes do require a class fee.
Balance with Jane
Wednesdays from 10:00 am
Join us for a low impact workout designed to improve balance
and coordination utilizing various walking surfaces and light
strength exercises.
Seniors In Motion with Eve
Wednesdays from 10:45 am
You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be able to do sitting down
that will make you feel better!
Dance for Parkinson’s Returns
This program is for people with Parkinson’s Disease. Caregivers
and partners are always welcome. Dance partners are available if
desired. Come and enjoy fun music and friendship while benefiting
from movement and dance led by Fred and Dianne Discenzo.
Sessions are held on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 11:30am.
Soft-soled shoes required.

Therapy Pool
A study suggests that working out in 90° water for three hours
a week for eight months may help ease fibromyalgia symptoms.
Aquatic therapy is less stressful on the body and heated water may
help relax muscles.
Where can you do this? In the warm water therapy pool at the
Brecksville Human Services Center of course. Pick up a detailed
pool schedule at the front desk.

Brecksville Computer Users Group
Thursdays from 6:30 to 9 pm. Our own version of The Geek
Squad is in Building #5 directly across the street from Safety Town
at Blossom. The Historical Association is also in that building. If
your computer or laptop is sick with a virus or whatever they can
help. Call for more info at 526-8836. Or join up if you love tinkering with computers. Sorry, but they don’t fix iPads.

Monday
8:30-10:00

Meals on Wheels
Meals on Wheels Provides a Helping Hand and Needs a Helping
Hand
When something doesn’t affect your life you probably don’t know
much about it, right?
Meals on Wheels is an example. If you or a friend or relative don’t
need meals then the service is probably not on your radar.
The local Meals on Wheels chapter serves residents in Brecksville
and Broadview Heights. It’s a strictly volunteer, nonprofit 501c3
organization.

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

10:00-11:00 Water Exercise with Julie
11:00-4:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Tuesday
8:30-4:30

Fitness

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Wednesday
8:30-10:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

10:00-11:00 Water Exercise with Darlene
8:30-4:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Thursday
8:30-4:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Friday
8:30--4:30

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy

Saturday and Sunday (pool is closed)

Every day, Monday through Friday, volunteers use their own vehicles and gas to deliver a hot and cold meal for lunch and dinner to
homebound, usually frail, elderly folks or people who are convalescing. Even more importantly, the volunteer provides a smile and
a daily safety check to make sure the people are OK, especially
those who live alone. The meals are well balanced and nutritious.
The cost is $30 per week.

Pat O’Donnell and Bob Pech are two of our loyal drivers who
take seniors to appointments.

The program is always looking for volunteer drivers. Right now
we need people who are willing to be substitute drivers who replace
drivers who are sick or on vacation. The day begins at 10:00 am
and you’ll be on your way home by noon.

Chef Dina Lawton would like to thank the following for helping
her out in the kitchen Kathy Wheeler, Karen Conroy,
John Nolan, Laura Kalinowski, Gina Cronauer.

Cheers for our Volunteers!
And a huge thanks to Mary Grace Dimitrijevs, Jerry & Kathy
Lazar who drive for Meals on Wheels. Please volunteer by calling
526-2499.

Call 526-2499 if you can help.

Need A Reassurance Call?
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Arts and Crafts

One of the many services offered by the
Human Services Center is “Reassurance
Calls.”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a
call from a staff member or volunteer from

Human Services. If you don’t respond by
the end of the day we will notify a friend or
relative that you designate to check on you.
Call 526-2499 to sign up. This is suggested for older folks who live alone.

Meals on Wheels also needs donations to cover expenses such as
the purchase of sturdy, clean delivery bags that keep the food hot.
Please send a check to:
Meals on Wheels, 2 Community Drive, Brecksville 44141
Thanks!
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Human Services
Avoid Natural Gas Shut Off

Dominion Energy Ohio works with customers to help them
maintain service during the winter months. Customers who
are concerned that they will not be able to maintain regular bill
payments should contact Dominion Energy Ohio immediately!
DO NOT WAIT until you receive a shutoff notice. It is easier and less expensive to maintain service rather than to have it
reconnected. Call 1-800-362-7557 for help and to learn about
government energy assistance programs. q

Low Income Heating Assistance
The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) and Percentage
of Income Payment Plan Plus (PIPP) applications are available
at the Brecksville Human Services Center. With this one form
you may apply for HEAP, PIPP and the Home Weatherization
Assistance Program (HWAP.)
Income limits for HEAP are $22, 540 for a single person household and 30,485 for a two-person household. Income limits for
PIPP are $19,320 for a single person household and $26,130
for two people. The application provides income guidelines for
homes with more than two residents.
It could be worth your time to apply. Some Brecksville residents
received credits amounting to several hundred dollars.
For more information call 1-800-282-0880 or go to energyhelp.
ohio.gov on the internet.
Seniors 70 and over should be aware that the HEAP qualification
letter from the Ohio Development Services Agency is the only
means of qualification for Brecksville senior snowplowing in
2021-2022. Apply ASAP because it takes several months to be
processed. q

Free Pizza & Bingo

Thanks to the folks at Home Instead Senior Care and their partner agencies, there is free pizza and Bingo for Brecksville residents
at the Brecksville Human Services Center on the first Wednesday
of each month starting at noon.
Come on down and have some fun!
It is necessary to make a reservation. Call the Human Services
Center front desk at 526-2499 prior to that day.
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Grab & Go lunches are every
Thursday starting at 11:30.
Due to the overwhelming
popularity of the Grab &
Go Lunches, reservations are
necessary:

Brecksville Holiday Lights Tour
Brecksville Seniors interested in enjoying the Holiday lights
around town can get into the spirit of the season!
WHEN: Monday, December 6th or Monday, December 13th
(Choose only one date)
WHERE: Human Services parking lot by 5:45pm
WHAT: A sweet treat, compliments of Chef Dina, with
homemade cookies and white chocolate hot cocoa after we
return.
Time: 6:00pm- 7:30pm
***A $2 cash donation to the Brecksville Food Pantry would be
appreciated***

Please call the Human Services
office 526-2499 on Thursday
morning to make your reservation for the following week. To be
fair to everyone, reservations for “first-call-first serve” is the only
way we can fill the continually “SOLD OUT” lunches.
This is for Brecksville residents 60 years + only.
Thursday Pick Up: Last Names: A-L 11:30 and M-Z 12 noon

Menus for Grab and Go Drive Thru!
November
11 NO LUNCH- Veterans Day
18 Turkey Dinner- Turkey, Pecan Streusal Sweet Potato Casserole,
Stuffing, Gravy (on the side), Dinner Roll, and Pumpkin Spice
Cake w/ Cream Cheese Icing.
from the Staff at the Human Services Department!

The Human Services Center offers driveway snow plowing for low
income seniors. The program is solely for low income seniors 70
and over who have no one to clear their driveway.
Proof of income is required and the only proof of income document acceptable is an official letter from the Ohio Development
Services Agency indicating household eligibility for the 2020-2021
or 2021-2022 Home Energy Assistance Program, commonly
referred to as HEAP, or PIPP, the Percentage of Income Payment
Plan Plus. If you have never qualified for HEAP or PIPP before,
it is advised that you apply immediately because it takes several
months to get qualified. Proof of age is also required for the Brecksville program.
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November
Everything Bagel Sausage Bake- (eggs, bagel pieces, sausage,
cheddar cheese, and green onions), Sausage Links, and
Applesauce.

16 Pumpkin Pecan Scone w/ Cream Glaze, Fall Spice French
Toast Bake, Bacon Slices, and Fruit.

December

2 Deconstructed Chicken Pot Pie, Herbed Butter Biscuit, and
Biscoff Cookie Cake.

Low Income Snow Plowing for Seniors

Brunch has returned to Tuesday mornings serving from
9:30 - 10:30 am, Gathering Room closes at 11 am. Cost for
$5. All are welcome, but you must make a reservation Tuesday
through Friday at the front desk of HS or by calling 526-2499.

25 NO LUNCH- Happy Thanksgiving to you and your families

(Senior residents only. Masks required on the bus).
Call Brecksville Human Services at 526-2499 for reservations:

It’s Back!!!

23 Monte Cristo Breakfast Bake (ham & cheese french toast),
Scrambled Eggs, Canadian Bacon Slice, and Fruit.

30 NO BRUNCH

9 Pork Chop Marsala, Creamed Spinach, Long Grain Rice, and
Cranberry Holiday Cake.

16 Beef & Bean Non Spicy Chili, Cheddar Cheese Scallion Corn
Bread, Cranberry Pecan Apple Coleslaw, Cassata Parfait.

23 No Lunch Today!
30 Creamy Cavatappi Pasta & Cheese topped w/ Herbed Breadcrumbs, Haricot Verte Salad, and Chocolate Cherry Cake.

December

7 Chocolate Cherry Scone w/ Cream Glaze, Quiche (sausage,
spinach, and cheddar), Sausage Patty, and Cottage Cheese.

14 BBreakfast Croissant Boat (croissant filled w/ eggs, bacon, and
cheese), Bacon Slices, Roasted Potatoes, and Fruit.

21

Breakfast Tortilla Bake (eggs, sausage, peppers, onions, and
cheese layered in between flour tortillas), Sausage Links, Cranberry Orange Scone w/ Orange Glaze, and Fruit.

28 Cheesy Ham & Bacon Croissant Bake (ham, cheese, bacon,
eggs and croissants), Hashbrown Cups, and Yogurt Parfait.

Senior snowplowing is just $10 for the entire season!
All residents who qualify must re-apply to the state for HEAP/PIPP
every year regardless of whether you have qualified in the past.
Some seniors have asked why the City does not plow all senior
driveways. The answer is that the cost would be more than $20,000
whenever it snows more than four inches. q

Resourceful Information at the Human Services Center
Every day folks call the Brecksville Human Services Center for
information about a variety of subjects. If you have a moment
to browse, visit the lobby of the Human Services Center and
explore the rotating pamphlet racks containing a wide range of

helpful brochures and information sheets.
There are answers about veterans’ benefits, home health care
givers, assisted living, skilled nursing locations and so many
more. q

9

Safety & Service

Holiday Hours for City of Brecksville
Departments and Services

Natural Gas and Electricity Update

NOPEC Natural Gas Enrollment Mailers

Over the past couple months someone has been playing with
natural gas rates like they’re a red rubber ball. We have been
fortunate that rates have been low but that has drastically
changed. In fact the NOPEC variable rate on your November bill
will be $5.97, an increase from $4.50! This is why natural gas is
the most volatile commodity.
What should you do? If you are a NOPEC customer call
NOPEC at 1-855-667-3201 and tell them you want to switch
to the 24-month rate of $5.10. The last time we recommended
changing your rate the price went up the next day so do it fast!
It looks like rates will come down in the spring so all you will
have to do is call NOPEC then and tell them to put you back on
the variable rate.
By the way, if you gave gotten a letter from Dominion Energy
Ohio that says, “This is not a bill,” in red letters at the top, make
a Christmas decoration out of it.
Electricity rates continue to be low. If you have NOPEC for
electricity that’s fine. Look on the right side of your electric bill in
the NOPEC box. There is a line that begins with basic charge. If
it’s 0.05 cents something you’re good. If you like your electricity
to be generated by wind, solar, etc., NOPEC’s “green” 1 year
fixed rate is .0696 cents a kilowatt hour.
One more thing, if you have received a letter from
CLEANCHOICE ENERGY make a Christmas decoration out of
that too.
If you are not a NOPEC customer for electricity or natural gas
you may call 526-2606 for advice.
And, read the article in this issue titled “Brecksville Residents to
Receive NOPEC Natural Gas Enrollment Letters.” It will save
you a lot of confusion. OK, some confusion. q

In November, natural gas customers with NOPEC and customers
eligible to switch to NOPEC will begin receiving enrollment
letters for NOPEC’s natural gas aggregation program. The
City of Brecksville has been a member of NOPEC’s natural gas
aggregation program since 2002.
NOPEC is required by the Public Utilities Commission of
Ohio (PUCO) to send enrollment letters to eligible natural gas
customers every two years. Current customers already enrolled in
NOPEC’s Standard Program Price option, and those that want to
join NOPEC, do not need to take any action. HOWEVER, it is
the City’s opinion that you should call NOPEC at 855-667-3201
and ask to be put on the “24-month, $5.10 rate.”
That seems like a lot compared to prior rates but rates have been
going up. If they come down again you can always call NOPEC
and go back to the variable rate
If consumers do not wish to participate in NOPEC’s natural gas
aggregation, they must notify NOPEC by either a) filling out
and mailing back the opt-out form enclosed in the enrollment
mailing or b) faxing the opt-out form to 440-774-4422 no later
than December 13.
Only the supply of natural gas used will be provided by NOPEC.
All other functions including delivery, repair, billing, and
customer service, will continue to be provided by Dominion
Energy Ohio. Customers will continue to receive only one bill.
For more information about NOPEC, visit www.nopec.org. q

Critter Corner

Closed on Thursday, November 25 for Thanksgiving Day, Friday,
December 24 and Saturday, December 25 for the Christmas holidays
and Friday, December 31 and January 1 for the New Year holidays.
Community Center
On December 24 and December 30 the Community Center is open
from 5:30 am to noon. The Human Services Center is open December
23 and December 30 from 8:30 am until noon for use of the therapy
pool only.
Service Department
Trash and recycling collection scheduled for Thanksgiving Day will be
on November 26.
Whenever trash and recycling pickup falls on a City holiday, service
will be provided on the next business day.
Live cut Christmas trees without trimmings or bags will be collected
at the curb on regularly scheduled trash pickup days from December
27 to January 6.

November
8 Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm
9 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
11 Veteran’s Day - City Offices Closed. Community Ctr. Hours
10 am - 5 pm
16 City Council Meeting 8 pm
17 Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
22 Last week of Leaf Collection
25 Happy Thanksgiving - All City Offices Closed
26 Last Day of Leaf Collection
28 Tree Lighting and Fireworks Show 4 pm, City Hall

December
6 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm
7 City Council Meeting 8 pm
9 Planning Commission 7 pm
13 Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm
14 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
Santa’s Calling 6-8pm

How to Protect Your Home From
Uninvited Guests!

Christmas is coming. If you buy something expensive like a TV set
DO NOT put the box at the curb. That’s a sure fire invitation!
Around this time of year I receive multiple
If your neighbor has had a death in the family keep an eye on their
Christmas catalogs for gifts for dogs and cats.
house during the funeral and calling hours. Homes have been
There are some cute collars, plush toys, beds
burglarized while the residents were attending calling hours or the
and interactive toys. You know what, I bet most
funeral. Burglars watch the paper for those times and enter the
of our pets would rather have our individual
house knowing the occupants will be gone during those publicized
attention during playtime.
hours. If you see someone near the house please DO NOT
HESITATE to call the police. DON’T WAIT!
My dogs have always seemed to love when I am laughing and
playing with them. I think it›s healthy for both of us. A toy can be Also, as we approach the holidays DO NOT let gifts in plain view
of burglars who may case your house.
part of the game but the human interaction is the quality.
And, DO NOT leave your car unlocked in the driveway or
Training is also a good way to interact and bond with your
items in the car that may tempt a burglar…like your garage door
pet. The internet can show you how to teach tricks to
opener! If you leave the door to the inside of your house unlocked,
your pet.
your garage door opener in your unlocked car is a quick ticket
The more you are with your pet for unwelcome visitors. Not so nice incidents have happened in
whether it is training or walking the Brecksville because of that careless mistake! q
more of a bond you create. It just
requires
patience!! q
10
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

Brecksville City offices, the Service Department & the Human
Services Center

City Calendar

Put a Gift to the Brecksville Honor
Tree under Your Christmas Tree
It’s the season of giving when many people send gifts to
charitable organizations. If you like to do that please consider the
Brecksville Honor Tree.
The Brecksville Honor Tree is a metal sculpture that graces the
north wall of The Gathering Room at Brecksville’s Human
Services Center. Its leaves are engraved with the names of
Brecksville citizens, past and present, who have contributed to
Brecksville’s more than 200 year reputation as a wonderful town
to call home.
You can memorialize a distinguished individual or family, past or
present, by purchasing one or more engraved leaves. Or perhaps
your organization would consider recognizing a past or present
member who has contributed to Brecksville. The cost is $250
per leaf and proceeds are directed to The Brecksville Honor Tree
Association, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
The funds are used to help residents, typically seniors, who have
fallen on difficult times and need a significant helping hand.
For more information contact Steve Paciorek, The Human
Services Center’s Director, at 440-526-2499. q

15 Santa’s Calling 6-8pm
19 Kiwanis Santa Delivery
21 City Council Meeting 8 pm
23 Breakfast with Santa
24 Christmas Eve - Community Center Hours 5:30am - Noon
25 Merry Christmas - All City Offices Closed
31 New Year’s Eve - Community Center Hours 5:30am - Noon

Stay Up to Date on All the Latest News!
If you would like to receive emails from the Mayor’s office and or the
Recreation Department, please email your address to information@
brecksville.oh.us or go to the Home Page at brecksville.oh.us and click on
the “Sign up for eNews” Button in the right column.
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Adopt a Family

Brecksville Holiday Lights and Fireworks
It’s almost here! The holiday season in Brecksville!

And it all begins with the traditional Christmas Tree Lighting and Fireworks on Sunday, November 28th.
Festivities will begin at the monument in front of City Hall at 4:00 pm with Santa leading a sing-along so practice your
carols and holiday tunes! The kids will get to meet Santa and have their picture taken with him, Rudolph and Frosty. No
need to bring carrots because Frosty has a brand new nose and Rudolph doesn’t need cookies…this time!
Be there on time because Santa will have to leave a little early to get to the Brecksville radio station to broadcast his show
on 93.7 FM from 5:00 to 5:30 pm. Santa will play all your favorite holiday songs up until 5:30 when he’ll count it down to
the City Tree Lighting and the humongous fireworks display starting at 5:30 sharp!! If you liked last year’s show you’ll be
mesmerized by this one. You’ll also be able to hear the broadcast and the music accompanying the fireworks through the
sound system surrounding City Hall.
Hungry? There will be cookies and hot chocolate served at the main entrance behind City Hall (that’s the east side of City
Hall.)
There’s plenty of parking at a variety of spots: at City Hall, Community Roots Dental office across the street from the fire
station where McDonald’s used to be, in the parking lot at the satellite post office, the Community Center, the Brecksville
Town Center parking lot and behind PNC Bank.
We will present a Children’s Christmas program on our City web site and social media on the 11th & 12th of December.
Shows will begin at 1:00 pm.

Grab & Go Breakfast w/Santa
Thursday, December 23
Santa will be handing out Breakfasts orders, prepared by Human Service’s Chef Dina this year at Human Services for
Brecksville Families. Families will be able to register for a time slot to come up to Human Services at 2 Community
Drive around the back from the Community Center, have a brief visit with Santa outside, and get their delicious
breakfasts of scrambled eggs, sausage, bacon, and French Toast, along with a special trinket from Santa.
The cost is $10 for adults and $8 for kids 1–16. Please register in person at the Community Center
from December 1 through the 20th. Contact the Community Center for more information
at 546-2300.

The holiday season is all about giving and The Adopt a Family program is a straight
from the heart opportunity to give directly to a family in need. Adopt a Family
invites a family, business, church or service organization to make Christmas
brighter for less fortunate children in Brecksville, Broadview Hgts., Seven Hills
and Independence. And because of the virus and consequential loss of jobs the
number of presents under the Christmas tree may be less than usual.

Holiday Lights Contest

Do your neighbors refer to you as Clark Griswold? If so we have the contest for
you! If you are one of the many families in town that light up your house with
a holiday display, consider entering our Holiday Lights contest. Please join us
in the 2nd Annual Holiday Lights Contest, by either decorating your house or
enjoying the displays and voting for your favorite. Households must register
online by December 11th.

If you would like to Adopt a Family please call the Human Services Center in your The City will post pictures or videos online of each entry and the community
respective town. In Brecksville it’s 526-2499.
can vote for their favorite December 17th through the 22nd. The winner will be
You’ll be matched up with the size family you want. The goal is to provide a $75 gift announced on December 23rd. For more information contact the Community
card for each child in the family. Names of recipients are kept strictly confidential. Center at 440-546-2300.
The gift cards will be due by December 3.

Yuletide Hunger Program

Salvation Army Bell Ringing

The Salvation Army Red Kettle will be outside the Broadview Heights Giant Eagle
store again this year. All the money collected will be used in the South Suburban
This will be the 39th year for the Yuletide Hunger Program which provides
food for low income families in Brecksville, Broadview Heights, Seven Hills and Salvation Army unit that serves Brecksville, Broadview Heights, Independence
and Seven Hills. If you would like to help ring the bell call the Brecksville Human
Independence.
Services Center at 526-2499. The money collected is primarily used to prevent
The Brecksville-Broadview Heights schools will be collecting non- perishable food electricity and natural gas shutoff for residents in the four local cities.
again this year.
The bell will be ringing from November 25 through December 24.
Contributors are asked to bring food to the Human Services Center at 2 Community
Drive.
Also, and more importantly, the Yuletide committee is asking for monetary
donations by check made payable to The City of Brecksville with Yuletide Hunger
Program on the memo line. The reason for checks payable to Brecksville is because
that is where the Yuletide treasury is. Funds received will be used to buy gift cards Every year the Brecksville Kiwanis Club brings Santa Claus back to town with their
so that recipients may purchase their own food.
“Santa’s Delivery Service” for residents of Brecksville. It’s free. Santa’s delivery
Please contact the Human Services Center for more information at 440-526-2499. date is Sunday, December 20. For more information go to brecksvillekiwanis.org,
click “Service” on the menu bar and then click on “Santa Delivery.” Or go to the
Brecksville Kiwanis Club Facebook page.

Kiwanis Santa Delivery

Gingerbread House Decorating Contest

Celebrate the holiday season by entering the 9th Annual Family Gingerbread
House Decorating Contest. Houses can be as simple as being made out of graham
crackers or as elaborate as a homemade gingerbread house from scratch. Houses
may be made with kits, but the complete house may not be store or bakery
bought. Voting will take place online this year. Please plan to bring your entry to
the Community Center Saturday, December 18th or Sunday December 19th. All
entries will be photographed and posted online for voting on Monday, December
20th through Wednesday, December 22nd

The North Pole Connection
Santa’s Calling

Brecksville children’s telephone lines will be hooked up to the North Pole on
December 14 and 15 between 6:00 and 8:00 pm. Your child will be able to talk to
Santa directly. There is no fee but parents must complete an information sheet at
the Community Center. Call 546-2300 for more information.

. The winners will be announced on Thursday December 23rd. There will be 3
divisions again this year, kids, adult, and families. For more information contact
the Community Center at 440-546-2300.
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Recreation

Little Dribblers
(3-5 Year Olds)

Little Dribblers is a parent-child program for children ages 3-5 who are
interested in having fun and learning the fundamentals of basketball. Little
Dribblers allows children the opportunity to work one-on-one with a parent,
teaches a variety of basketball skills, offers exercises that become increasingly
more challenging as the class progresses and children show improvement, and
is taught with fun, safe, developmentally appropriate equipment. All athletic
programming is subject to change due to COVID-19.
Program will run one day during the week starting the beginning of March and
ending the end of March. Stay Tuned for more information soon! Registration
begins January 2.

Pee Wee Basketball
(5-8 Year Olds)
The PeeWee Basketball program is a six week program for both boys and girls
ages 5 to 8 years old. The program takes place on Saturdays between 9:00am
and 3:00pm at the Brecksville Community Center. (We will know the exact
times once the number of teams are determined.) Each team will be paired
with another team in their division for 1 hour. The first part of the playing time
focuses on skill development through practice and drills in a fun and organize
environment. The second part allows for the two teams to scrimmage. All
athletic programming is subject to change due to COVID-19.
Program will run the Beginning of March to Mid April. Stay Tuned for more
information soon! Registration begins January 2.

Men’s Basketball League
Over 35 Division: Men 35 and older
Over 50 Recreational Division: Men 50 and older
Over 50 Competitive Division: Men 50 and older
Division
Days/Dates
Game Times
Over 35
Sundays 1/9-4/24
4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Over 50
Sundays 1/9-4/24
4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Registration: Resident in progress and ends 12/22
Non-Resident in progress and ends 12/22
Cost: $250.00 per team—due at time of registration
Additional Costs: $35.00 due before each game for referee and scorer.
$70.00 forfeit fee that must be paid before your first game. Refunded back at
the end of the season.
(This cost cannot be incorporated into team fee. Must be paid prior to each
game.)
Description: Come get your game on in the Brecksville Recreation Men’s
Basketball League. There are 3 divisions this year: Over 35 Division, Over 50
Division Recreational and Over 50 Division Competitive. Athletic Department
reserves the right to assign teams accordingly. Games will be played 4 on 4.
Start getting your team together and register today!
Location: Brecksville Community Center and Blossom Hill Facility
Contact: For more information, please contact Jim at Brecksville Community
Center 546-2300.
Mandatory Managers Meeting: Sunday, December 19 at 5:00pm in the
Brecksville Community Center, Room A. (Teams must be registered prior to
meeting in order to attend).
Teams Must Provide:
Designated team manager and team name.
Team uniform will be provided. If a player does not have his actual team
shirt, the team will penalized 4 points per game at the start of the game.
Completed team roster with up to 12 players per team. (Blank rosters will be
provided at managers meeting and must be handed in complete at first game).

Brecksville Recreation Department
High School Boys Basketball

Grades 10 - 12

January 8, 2022 – March 5, 2022
Saturdays – Game times are: 3:30pm, 4:20pm, 5:10pm, 6:00pm, & 6:50pm
Registration: in progress and ends 12/14/21

Days

Cost $250.00 per team—due at time of registration
Location Blossom Hill Gymnasium

Time

Through May 1
M/W/F
10:30 am-1:30 pm
Join the fun! Bring your kids in for fun and games and let them burn off some
energy. Various toys and equipment will be available for use in the fieldhouse.
Bring your lunch and eat with your friends, too! There is no Gym Time when
school is canceled due to weather conditions or scheduled school holidays.

Description This is a 4 on 4 basketball league for 11th – 12th grade boys that
live within the Brecksville Broadview Hts. City School District. Teams will consist
of 4 to 6 players. Complete team/player packet must be submitted at time of
registration along with team fee. Spots cannot be reserved without payment
& paperwork. No parent coaching. Certified referees will officiate games. All
athletic programming is subject to change.

Tuesday, Jan. 4 - Saturday, Feb. 26
Tuesdays
5:30-6:00 Tiny Tigers
6:05-6:35 Karate For Kids
(all color belt kid students)
6:40-7:10 Black Belts (all ranks)
7:15-7:45 Adult TKD
Wednesday

Winter Programs

Winter Cross-Training Program

All Family members are welcome. Work out with your kids.
The Brecksville Recreation Department in collaboration with the Run For Your Life
program offers a Winter Cross-Training Program. This program is designed for
speed training, strength training, plyometric training and conditioning. There will
be three levels for this program: Advanced, Intermediate and Family. Bring your
own water bottle, running shoes, jump rope and workout mat. We will meet at the
Blossom Gym.
Registation: in progress, closes when class is full
BCC member $0
Resident $0
Non-Resident $0
Must furnish own jump rope, workout mat and water bottle
January 8th – March 12th
Saturdays
9:00-10:00 am Intermediate/Advanced Group
10:00-11:00 am Family Group

6:00-6:30 Karate For Kids
(Blue through Red/Black belts)
6:35-7:05 Black Belts (1st Degree)
7:10-7:40 Adult TKD
Thursday
6:00-6:30 Tiny Tigers
6:35-7:05 Karate For Kids
(White through Purple Belts)
7:10-7:40 Black Belts (2nd & 3rd Degree)

*NO CLASS 11/25

Saturday
10:10-10:40 Karate For Kids (all ranks)
10:45-11:30 Black Belts (all ranks)
11:35-12:20 Adult TKD

*NO CLASS 9/11, 10/30 and 11/27
Cost:
Tiny Tigers
Resident Members - $20,
Residents - $25, Non-Residents - $35
Karate for Kids
Resident Members - $50,
Residents - $60, Non-Residents - $70

Adult TKD
Resident Members - $80, Residents - $90,
Non-Residents - $100

Brian Stucky email- Brstucky@aol.com or call 216-390-4950

Black Belts
Resident Members - $80, Residents - $90,
Non-Residents - $100

Jim Kolesar email – jkolesar@brecksville.oh.us or call 440-546-2008

Contact the Community Center at 546-2300 for more information.

**Please contact the following for more information…
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Gym Time
Dates

15

Recreation
Fitness

5:55 am

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Pure Strength - Rhonda

Spinning -Rhonda

Spin and Strength - Rhonda

Spinning -Rhonda

Pure Strength - Rhonda

®

®

Saturday

Sunday

6:30 am
7:30 am
8:00 am

FREE Core Class -Rhonda

8:30 am
9:00 am

Pure Strength - Jane
Spin and Strength -Jane

FREE Core Class -Rhonda
Spinning®-Jane

Yoga - Denise

Yoga - Linda

W hat’s
New!

Gentle Yoga - Maryanne

9:15 am
9:30 am

BALANCE

Yoga Basics Dana

10:00 am

Balance - Jane
FREE

Add Summer Fitness
Classes to Your Week
Seniors in Motion - Eve
Burn
FREECalories, Get Stronger!!

10:15 am
10:45 am

Seniors Yoga - Alyce
FREE

Spinning® -

Slow Flow Yoga - Amy

Belinda

Beth’s Body
Balance Massage

11:00 am
Noon
4:30 pm

at the Community Center

Spin and Strength -Angie

4:45 pm

Circuit - Angie

Beth Kopniske, LMT

5:45 pm
6:00 pm

Stay tuned to the website
and Facebook for Holiday Class Hours!

All Levels Yoga -Linda

6:15 pm
7:00 pm

216-526-6827
Myofascial Release
Relaxation Massage
Therapeutic Massage

7:15 pm

Class Descriptions
Circuit - Combination of upper and lower body
exercises that will make you stronger and improve
your fitness level.
Jazzercise - When you love your workout, the
results come easy. That’s why Jazzercise blends
aerobics, yoga, pilates, and kickboxing movements
into fun dance routines set to fresh music. All
fitness levels welcome! Jazzercise is not included
in a Community Center fee schedule.
Pure Strength - Challenge your body with this
combination of strength exercises.
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SPINNING® -Spinning is a group cycling exercise
that simulates an outdoor bike ride. You control the
amount of resistance and speed with an instructor
guiding you through a 1 hour session with 40 to 45
minutes of cycling.

Senior Classes

Spin and Strength -This class is designed to take
your workout on and off the bike for a creative hour
of fun.

Senior Yoga -Yoga class designed for gentle
movement, mediation, flexibility and balance for the
senior population.

Step/Boot Camp -Join Cheryl for a fun and creative
way to improve your indurance. Energize your
evening and burn those calories.

Seniors in Motion - This class is designed to help
seniors maintain their strength, flexibility and independence with both standing and seated exercises.

Balance - Join us for a low impact workout designed
to improve balance and coordination utilizing various
walking surfaces and light strength exercises.

Finish with a relaxation and full body stretch segment designed to lower the heart rate, relieve stress,
increase flexibility and leave you feeling great!
All fitness levels welcome!

into poses designed to open the body and calm
the mind. Poses are held long enough to build
strength with focus on body alignment. No prior
yoga necessary.

All Levels Yoga - A challenging yet relaxing class
concentrating on alignment of poses 1(asanas)
creating strength, flexibility and tone. Based on the
principles of Iyengar yoga.

Yoga Stretch - Gently stretching with props with
a slow progression into each pose. Poses are held
for a longer period of time focusing on the breath,
muscles involved and body alignment, increasing
flexibility and range of motion. No prior yoga
necessary.

Slow Flow Yoga - Offers students the opportunity
to slow down, take a breath and move mindfully

Gentle Yoga - Basic yoga principals with a slowflow progression.

YOGA

Call for an appointment
or book one at
https://beths-body-balance.
genbook.com
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Recreation
Kids n Company

Fees: BCC Member $40, B or BH Residents $50 and Non Residents $60
Registration: Brecksville Residents Begins September 1 at 5 am online, 8 am in person
at the Community Center. Non-Residents begins September at 5 am online, 8am in person at the Community Center. All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class begins.
*All programming is subject to change.
Description: Levels 1 and 2 introduce you and your child to basic skills. As parents,
you learn how to safely work with your child in the water, including how to appropriately
support and hold your child in the water and how to prepare and encourage your child to
participate fully and try the skills. In addition, you are introduced to several water safety
topics. Your child receives an introduction to basic skills that lay a foundation for learning
to swim.
NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear swim diapers in the water at all times.
No child suffering from diarrhea will be allowed to participate in the program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at the Community Center front desk if needed. This class
is designed for children 6 months to 3 years of age. A responsible adult participant who is
comfortable in the water must accompany each child during all class sessions.

Level 2 (Ages 3.5-4 years old) Activity Pool
Preschool Aquatics Level 2 continues laying the foundation for developing water competency and further skill development. Preschool Aquatics Level 2 marks the beginning of
independent aquatic locomotion skills. Children continue to explore using simultaneous
and alternating arm and leg actions on the front and back to gain greater proficiency
in preparation for performing strokes. Some of the milestones achieved in Preschool
Aquatics Level 2 include:
• Gliding on front at least 2 body lengths.
• Rolling to back, floating on back for 15 seconds, and then recovering to a vertical
position.
• Gliding on back for at least 2 body lengths.
• Rolling to front, then recovering to a vertical position.
• Swimming using combined arm and leg actions on front for 3 body lengths.
• Rolling to back, floating for 15 seconds, rolling to front then continuing to swim on
front for 3 body lengths.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
312164-61
Saturdays
10:00-10:50am
1/22-3/12
312164-62

Saturdays

11:00-11:50am

1/22-3/12

Level 1 (Ages 6 months-2 years old) Activity Pool
Activity #
312161-61
312161-31

Days
Saturday
Wednesday

Times
12:00-12:30pm
12:00-12:30pm

Activity #
342162-61
342162-31

Days
Saturday
Wednesday

Learn to Swim (Levels 1 - 6)
Fees : BCC Member $50, B or BH Residents $60 and Non Residents $70

Times
12:30-1:00pm
12:30-1:00pm

Dates
1/22-3/12
1/19-3/9

Registration: Brecksville Residents Begins December 1 at 5 am online, 8 am in person
at the Community Center. Non-Residents begins December at 5 am online, 8am in person at the Community Center. All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class begins.
*All programming is subject to change.
Instructors have the right to evaluate students and re-assign them to the appropriate
class level as room permits.

Preschool
Fees : BCC Member $45, B or BH Residents $55 and Non Residents $65
Registration Dates: Brecksville Residents Begins December 1 at 5 am online, 5:30 am in
person at the Community Center. Non-Residents begins December 8 at 5 am online, 5:30
am in person at the Community Center. All registration ends 4pm 2 days before the class
begins.
*All programming is subject to change.
Level 1 (Ages 3.5-4 years old) Activity Pool
In Preschool Aquatics Level 1, your child is introduced to basic skills. These skills lay
the foundation for developing water competency and the future skill development of
swimming strokes. In addition, your child starts to develop positive attitudes and safe
practices around the water. Certain milestones are necessary for successful completion
of Preschool Aquatics Level 1, including:
• Entering the water independently using ramp, steps or side and travel at least 5 yards.
• Submerging mouth and blowing bubbles for at least 3 seconds.
• Exiting the water safely. - Gliding on front for at least 2 body lengths with support.
• Rolling to back and floating for 3 seconds with support.
• Recovering to a vertical position with support.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
312163-61
Saturdays
10:00-10:40am
1/22-3/12
312163-61
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Saturdays

11:00-11:40am

1/22-3/12

312162-62

Level 1 (Ages 4 and up) Activity Pool
During Learn-To-Swim Level 1, children are introduced to basic skills as the foundation
for future skills and the development of water competency. Skills taught include:
• Entering the water independently using the ramp, steps or side.
• Traveling at least 5 yards, bobbing 5 times and then safely exiting the water.
• Opening eyes underwater and retrieving submerged object.
• Gliding on front with assistance at least 2 body lengths.
• Rolling to a back float for 5 seconds with assistance.
• Recovering to a vertical position with assistance.
• Combined arm and leg actions on front and back with assistance.
• Alternating and simultaneous arm and leg actions on front and back with assistance.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
312161-61
Saturdays
10:00-10:50am
1/22-3/12
312161-62

Saturdays

11:00-11:50am

1/22-3/12

Level 2 (Ages 4 and up) Activity Pool
Level 2—Fundamental Aquatic Skills builds on skills learned in Level 1. Children begin to
perform skills at a slightly more advanced level and begins gaining rudimentary propulsive skills on both the front and the back. This level marks the beginning of independent
aquatic locomotion skills. Some of the milestones that are necessary for successful
completion of Level 2 include:
• Stepping from the side into chest-deep water.
• Fully submerging and holding breath.
• Pushing off the bottom, moving into a treading or floating position for at least

Saturdays

11:00-11:50am

1/22-3/12

Level 3 (Ages 4 and up) Competitive Pool
In Learn-To-Swim Level 3, children learn to swim the front crawl and elementary
backstroke at rudimentary levels. They are introduced to the scissors and dolphin kicks,
learn the survival float and increases the time duration for treading water. Children also
learn the rules for headfirst entries and begin to learn to enter the water headfirst from a
seated position at poolside.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
312163-61
Saturdays
10:00-10:50am
1/22-3/12
312163-62

Dates
1/22-3/12
1/19-3/9

Level 2 (Ages 2 - 4 years old) Activity Pool

• 15 seconds, swimming on front and/ or back for 5 body lengths and then exiting the
water.
• Moving into a back float for 15 seconds, rolling to front and then recovering to a vertical
position.
• Pushing off and swimming using combined arm and leg actions on front for 5 body
lengths, rolling to back, floating for 15 seconds, rolling to the front and then continue
swimming for 5 body lengths.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
312162-61
Saturdays
10:00-10:50am
1/22-3/12

Saturdays

11:00-11:50am

1/22-3/12

Level 4 (Ages 4 and up) Competitive Pool
In Learn-to-Swim Level 4, children build on previously learned skills, improving the
swimming stroke proficiency and swimming for longer distances. In Level 4, students
further develop strokes like Front Crawl, Backstroke, Breaststroke, Butterfly, Elementary
Backstroke, and Diving.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
312164-61
Saturdays
10:00-10:50am
1/22-3/12
312164-62

Saturdays

11:00-11:50am

1/22-3/12

Level 5 (Ages 5 and up) Competitive Pool
In Learn-to-Swim Level 5, our instructors follow a plan to refine all six swimming strokes
including swimming for longer distances, introduce new water safety skills while building
on ones previously learned and perform flip turns on the front and back. The expectations
are higher now in regards to distance and quality.

American
Red Cross

Activity #
312165-61

Days
Saturdays

Times
10:00-10:50am

Dates
1/22-3/12

312165-62

Saturdays

11:00-11:50am

1/22-3/12

Level 6 – (Ages 5 and up) Competitive Pool
As in all the other levels, in Learn-to- Swim Level 6, our instructors follow a plan to
refine swimming, physical fitness in the water and water safety skills that were taught
throughout the levels. The expectations are quite high in regards to distance and quality.
Additionally, in Fitness Swimmer, you learn principles of training and how to evaluate your
own level of fitness.
Activity #
Days
Times
Dates
312266-61
Saturday
5pm-5:50pm
1/22-3/12
312266-62

Saturday

6pm-6:50pm

1/22-3/12

Competitive Swim Clinic

Location BCC Competitive Pool
Dates
Day
1/19-3/9
Wednesdays

Time
6:00 - 7:15pm

Activity #
312362-31

The swim clinic focuses on competitive swim techniques and endurance for youth. This
program is considered an extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.
• Times and days of program offerings will vary from season to season.
• It is designed for those that have participated in at least the Level 5 Learn-to-Swim or
equivalent.
• This program is restricted to Brecksville residents only.
• This program is not offered to high school swimmers during the State of Ohio Swim
Team season.
Sessions will be scheduled for eight (8) meetings.
The program requires participants to perform continuous lap swimming. Participants
should be able to swim a minimum of ten (10) continuous laps before registering. The
instructors or other Aquatic Staff may recommend participants continue Learn-to-Swim
before advancing to this program.
Skills that will be refined throughout the program will include:
• Freestyle (Front Crawl)
• Starts
• Breaststroke
• Turns
• Backstroke
• Endurance
• Butterfly
Fees: Community Center Member 30.00 & Brecksville Resident 35.00

Lifeguard Training

The purpose of the American Red Cross
Lifeguarding course is to provide entry-level
lifeguard participants with the knowledge
and skills to prevent, recognize and respond
to aquatic emergencies and to provide
care for breathing and cardiac emergencies, injuries and sudden illnesses until
emergency medical services personnel take
over. To enroll in the Lifeguarding course,
you must be at least 15 years old before the
last scheduled class session. To participate
in the course, you must be able to pass a
prerequisite skills evaluation administered
on the first day of class.
Cost: Members $220 / Resident $235 /
NonResident $250

1 - December 2021 Weekends
Saturday/Sunday 12pm-5pm
December 4th, 5th, 11th, 12th
2 – Winter Break December 2021
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday 12pm-5pm
December 18th through 21st
3 – January Evenings
Monday through Thursday
January 10th through 13th
3 – January Weekends
Saturday/Sunday
January 8th, 9th, 15th, 16th
Activity #
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Dressing Up the Holidays with the Brecksville
Beautification Committee

The 2021 Brecksville Beautification Award Winners
Judy and Casey
Mieskokski
6534 Wallings Road

Natalie and Jonathan
Forman
9645 Brecksville Road

Stan and Donna Shirer
Chochrac
9407 Snowville Road

Sandra and Michael Liptak
6773 Rivercrest
(left to right) Sandie Pelaia, Jo Ann Bartsch, Donna Hulett, Dawn Lusnek, Joe Dwyer, Margaret DeWolf, Pam Shaffer
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(bottom row) Jane Zawacki, Jennifer Gramlich, Kathy Roberts
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Horticulture

Flowering Shrubs by Joe Dwyer

In my last article, I discussed trees and shrubs
that can be used as a focal point—either as a
standalone planting or in landscape beds. I
got a lot of follow up questions about flowering shrubs, so I thought I’d use this month’s
article to highlight a few lower maintenance
options that offer very different looks. Each
of the plants I have chosen to highlight will
grow to about four feet and can tolerate dry conditions. These
are all plants I would use to add color to your landscape, or as a
backdrop for the plants you want to feature.

Wine & Roses® Weigela, or Weigela florida ‘Alexandra,’ is a great
plant for adding a lot of color to a garden. It’s a go-to for landscapers doing new planting because its dark burgundy foliage and
rosy-pink flowers create a high-impact display. This variety puts
out large amounts of flowers in spring and will rebloom throughout the summer. The smaller trumpet shaped flowers attract a lot
of wildlife, including butterflies and hummingbirds.
With pruning, you can keep this plant under three feet in height,
but left to its own devices, it tends to grow fast and wild. So if
you prefer perfectly shaped shrubs, this may not be the right
choice for your landscape. Like most varieties of Weigela, Wine
& Roses prefers full to part sun. Once established, it won’t
require much watering, but you’ll want to make sure it’s watered
until it’s established or during long dry periods.
Exochorda x macrantha, or ‘The Bride’ Pearlbush, is a cultivar of
the Exochorda genus. It’s a dependable, tough shrub with good
heat and drought tolerance and showy spring flowers—but unlike

about four feet in height and retain a good shape and growth habit
as it matures.
It is an excellent spring-flowering shrub for small gardens. The
pearl-like flower buds in early spring are followed by masses of one
to two-inch bridal-white flowers (hence the common name). It is
easy to grow in sun to partial shade, but the best flowering occurs
in full sun. It blooms on previous years’ growth, so pruning should
be done immediately after flowering is over.
This is a plant I get asked about a lot in spring because of the
amazing flowering, but after the blooms are over, it doesn’t offer
much showiness. I would plant it in the back of a landscape where
it can serve as a backdrop for plants with summer and fall interest.
Once it’s established, it will not require much watering.
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native perennials with it in order to adequately support the full
butterfly lifecycle.

Itea virginica ‘Sprich’, or Little Henry Sweetspire, will give you a
stunning show for multiple seasons. The unique, fragrant blooms
appear early in the summer, and in the fall, the foliage changes
from green to orange to red. with its foliage changing from green
to oranges and reds in the fall. This North American native can tolerate a variety of conditions and is deer resistant. It’s a great option
to bring pollinators to your landscape.
Little Henry Sweetspire reaches a height of two to three feet, with
equal spread. This versatile plant is great for mass plating, can stand
on its own, and works wonderfully as a border plant. Its small size
makes it easy it slip into almost any landscape setting. It does well
in full sun and full shade, but flowering is best with some sun. If
desired, pruning can be done after blooming, as flowers are born
on old wood in the spring. After winter, any dead wood should be
removed.

I do think it’s important to point out that despite its “butterfly”
name, this shrub is not a host plant for butterflies, as it does not
support the full butterfly life cycle. It only provides nectar to adult
butterflies, and in warmer climates, it’s considered invasive. In
Ohio, it does generally tend to stay where it’s planted. If you want
to use this plant in a butterfly garden, you’ll need to plant other

I hope the plants I’ve highlighted in this article help spark some
new ideas for your landscape. And you may notice that I didn’t include any hydrangeas. That’s because there are so many varieties of

Pugster butterfly bush is a full sun plant that flowers for a long
period from early summer to early fall. Once it is established, it can
take some dry conditions, but it will require more attention than
other shrubs in this article.
Rosa ‘Meijocos,’ or Drift Rose Series, is a hybrid between a miniature rose and a shrub rose called Knock Out. The Drift Rose was
bred to maintain a manageable size and bloom abundantly. While
the Knock Out Rose can grow to seven feet tall and the miniature
rose will stay about two feet tall, the Drift Rose grows to about
three feet tall and equal width.

Buddleia Pugster, or Pugster Butterfly Bush, is characterized by its
short, stocky frame coupled with full-sized, true blue flowers that
have a very sweet honey fragrance. The thick, heavy stems ensure
better winter survival compared to most small buddleia.

the Common Pearlbush that reaches 10 to 15 feet in height, The
Bride is more compact. This upright, deciduous shrub will reach

Drift Roses should be pruned only in early spring, never fall or
winter. Check your rose bush from time to time as spring moves
along. When you start to see new shoots growing from the canes,
it’s a good indicator that it’s time to prune. These highly disease resistant plants can handle drier conditions compared to other roses
but will still need regular water.

Drift Roses have glossy, very dark green, disease-resistant foliage
with large, doubled flowers available in almost any color you could
want. These easy-to-grow plants are described as having very bushy,
compact, and rounded form that mixes well with other landscape
plants. They are repeat bloomers that show new flowers every five
to six weeks They’re a great choice to brighten up borders, fill in
empty spaces, and meander around established plants.

hydrangea that make interesting landscape specimens—I’m planning to cover them in a separate article where I can really highlight
a few different varieties.
You can always reach out to me with any questions you may have.
My office number is (440) 526-4794. You can also email me at
gardener@brecksville.oh.us or jdwyer@brecksville.oh.us. q

In the Kitchen with Chef Dina Lawton
of the Brecksville Human Services Center
Quick & Simple Pumpkin Mousse
Ingredients:
1 (15oz) can of Pumpkin (NOT Pie Filling)
1 (3.4oz) Instant Vanilla pudding mix (NOT
Cook & Serve)) Make as directed- 2 cups of
whole milk is needed)
1 ¼ teaspoon of Pumpkin Pie Spice
1 cup of heavy whipping cream plus 1 tsp
of vanilla whipped in a separate bowl until
firm peaks form (or you can use 2 cups of
whipped topping- Cool Whip)

Method:
In a large bowl, make the pudding as instructed on
the back of the box. Stir in pumpkin and pumpkin
pie spice into the pudding mixture. Fold in the
homemade whipped cream or Cool Whip.
Serve in dessert glasses and top with additional
whipped cream and garnish chocolate shavings or
mini chocolate chips
Enjoy!
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City Hall
City Hall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351
Mayor/Safety Director
Jerry N. Hruby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . res. 526-7646
Law Department
David J. Matty, Law Director . . . . . . .  526-4351
City Prosecutor/Assistant Law Director
Sergio DiGeronimo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 546-9200
Clerk of Courts
Shelley Kazimore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2620
Finance Department
Laura Starosta, Director  . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351

Police Department,
Stanton Korinek, Chief
non-emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900

Department of Recreation
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 546-2300

Animal Warden
Cliffette Thacker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900

Department of Human Services
Dr. Steve Paciorek, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2499

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief
non-emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2640

Purchasing Department
Rebecca Riser, Director  . . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351

City Engineer
Gerald Wise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  526-4351

Cemetery Sexton
Kristen Kouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2603

Service Department
Ron Weidig, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  526-1384

Brecksville Bulletin
Jinny Farr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 546-2319

Building Department
Scott Packard, Bldg. Commissioner
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2630

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

City Council

Louis N. Carouse, Jr.. . . . . . 440-526-4963

Cuyahoga County Library
Brecksville Branch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1102

Brecksville-Broadview Heights
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 838-0429

Dominic Caruso. . . . . . . . . . . 440-759-7203

Board of Education Office . . . . . . 740-4000

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (216) 443-8683

Mike Harwood . . . . . . . . . . . 440-546-0521

Brecksville Community Center . . 546-2300
Brecksville Historical Association
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-7165
The Brecksville Theatre . . . . . . . . . 736-7749
Brecksville Metroparks
Nature Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1012
Brecksville Service Department
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1384

Human Services Center . . . . . . . . . 526-2499
Independence License Bureau
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (216) 642-1373
Regional Income Tax Agency
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-0900
Recycling Department . . . . . . . . . . 526-2643

Three ways to get Brecksville Information: on the web www.brecksville.
oh.us, Community News or click on the "Sign Up for Enews" button to
receive emails from the City and on Facebook (City of Brecksville Ohio)

Daryl Kingston. . . . . . . . . . . 440-384-7406
Ann Koepke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 216-534-3191
Laura C. Redinger. . . . . . . . . 440-319-0577
Kim Veras. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440-717-0868
Tammy Tabor, Clerk. . . . . . .  440-526-4351

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

