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Mayor’s message
Permit me to first 

offer our Thank 
You to those of 
you who voted in 
the November 8th 

election. Local Issue 
24 passed 3969 (60.89%) to 2549 
(39.11%) and Issue 25 passed 4657 
(69.76) to 2019 (30.24). That means 
that new homes off Highland Drive 
and a new party center at I-77 and 
Miller Road are coming to town.

Congratulations to all who were 
elected on the state and county bal-
lots. We, the residents of the City of 
Brecksville wish you all well and may 
you have great success in your new 
role or with your continued role. 

City Calculators Have Been Busy

The 2023 Annual Budget (Revenues 
and Expenditures) has been prepared 
and submitted to City Council for 

legislation to be considered in Decem-
ber. I thank our Finance Department 
and all Department Heads for their 
input and their efforts in establishing 
a balanced budget. Income Tax reve-
nues declined due to reallocations of 
dollars caused by “work from home.” 
Therefore we had the task of predicting 
our anticipated Income Tax for 2023 
which we suspect will also decline.  The 
good news is that we have not project-
ed added revenues from our Economic 
Development efforts that are very 
likely to generate new 
dollars for the City. 
This is based upon our 
current discussions and 
the pending announce-
ments that Valor Acres 
will make in the first 
quarter of 2023.

The I-77 and Miller 
Road interchange proj-
ect will soon begin construction. The 
Dominion Gas project on Brecksville 
Road, delayed by several issues and 
conditions, should be completed finally 
by mid-November. The Glenwood 
Trail project; new roadway, sanitary 
and storm sewer will commence this 
coming spring, 2023. Prepare for no 
through traffic. And thank you for 
your patience driving through the 
sewer construction project at 82 and 
Calvin Drive. Go exploring for a good 
detour, it will save you time.

Boards and Commissions Activity

The Charter Review Commission is 
in the process of formulating potential 
revisions. They are anxious to hear 
from our residents. Anyone wishing to 
have a discussion with the CRC should 

appear at one of their meetings or sub-
mit in writing your remarks to Info@
Brecksville.Oh.Us. Their work contin-
ues to the late spring of 2023.

We welcome Mark Jantzen and Lawry 
Kardos to the Planning Commis-
sion. Mark is a former school board 
member, a graduate of the U.S. Na-
val Academy and a partner with JWI 
Capital. Lawry is Human Resources 
Director for the NRP Group, one of 
the nation’s top multifamily real estate 
developers. They will fill the unexpired 

terms of Monica Bartkiewicz 
and Mike Bandsuh. Monica 
became our City Planning & 
Development Director and 
Mike resigned. We thank 
Mike for his dedication and 
efforts as he performed his 
responsibilities as a member 
of the Planning Commission. 
The Commission will miss 

his input and his friendship.

If you are interested in serving on a 
City Board or Commission, please sub-
mit your resume to City Council Clerk 
Tammy Tabor at ttabor@brecksville.
oh.us. Various Boards and Commission 
seats will expire January 1, 2023. 

Please take note of a new addition to 
our Bulletin, “Brecksville Means Busi-
ness,” authored by our new Director of 
Planning and Development, Monica 
Bartkiewicz, featuring our local busi-
nesses. This Bulletin highlights the 
1811 Specialty Shop, a new business 
located in the Town Center Shopping 
Center. 

The 2023 Annual 
Budget (Revenues 
and Expenditures) 
has been prepared 
and submitted to 

City Council
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Council President     Laura Redinger

Thank you to all who helped us 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of City 
Hall  and the 30th Anniversary of the 
Community Center.  These buildings 
have seen a tremendous amount of 
growth for our Community and while 
the brick and mortar have great signif-
icance, it’s the employees that we must 
also celebrate.  Over the past 50 years, 

the City team has grown from approx-
imately 42 employees in 1972 to just 
over 150 strong today.  Daily, our City 
team works tirelessly to accomplish 
all that is required to operate this fine 
community.  It is an exceptionally busy 
time at City Hall these days with all 
the major projects that are underway 
or in planning and this is in addition 

Leaves Give Way to Snow

Our curbside leaf pick up program has 
been very active as our neighborhood 
collections grow and grow in volume. 
We continue our request that our 
residents place their leaves on the tree 
lawn at the curb, NOT on the street. 
We ask that the leaves are void of any 
other materials. 

We are prepared for this season’s snow 
removal program. Please refer to our 
Service Department web page regard-
ing our program and how you can help 
us be successful and timely. Do not 
push your snow onto the street. Doing 
so creates a hazardous condition for 
motorists. We remind you that clearing 
sidewalks of snow is the responsibility 
of the property owner. Drive safely 
and give yourself enough time to reach 
your destination. Our Service Depart-
ment web page provides information 
on winter driving. Heed weather warn-
ings and check with the media for all 
weather condition closings and delay of 

our schools, colleges, and city, county 
and state facilities. Most television 
stations’ web sites provide this service 
including notification via email, social 
media and their normal broadcasts.

Christmas in Brecksville

Our Holiday season events and pro-
grams are listed within this Bulletin. 
We encourage you to register for those 
events requiring your sign up or make 
reservations. Please take advantage of 
the many family events we will provide 
this season. It is “the most wonderful 
time of the year.” 

It Is the Season for Giving You Know

Please support our Yuletide Hunger 
Program now in its 40th year. We 
extend our ongoing appreciation to 
the David Mansbery family who began 
this program as an expression of thanks 
to our community for their generos-
ity and kindness following the loss 
of David’s brother Rusty, who passed 

away after a lengthy illness. Please 
help those who have needs during 
this season of giving. Your donations 
provide food and needed supplies to 
help make their holidays and months 
ahead enriched. Contact our Human 
Services Department at 526-2499 if 
you wish to participate in any way. 
Your support will be much appreci-
ated. We especially need bell ringers 
for the Salvation Army red kettle at 
Giant Eagle.

Please remember our Troops, our 
Safety Service Forces and those who 
in some way give of themselves to 
make our lives safe and better.

Appreciate your family holiday 
traditions and bring your loved ones 
together. We wish you all a Happy 
Thanksgiving, a very Merry Christ-
mas and Happy Holidays to each 
and every one of you. May you enjoy 
good health, happiness and prosperity 
in the New Year.

“God Bless us all….”

Jerry N. Hruby

to the the daily work needed to main-
tain the excellent services provided 
to our residents.  City Council is 
committed to working alongside the 
City team to continue to provide an 
excellent place for our residents to 
call home.  
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Finance

Council reports

At the August 2nd 
meeting of Council, 

we approved a resolution authorizing 
the Mayor to apply for funding through 
the American Rescue Plan Act.  We also 
approved a new lease for a vehicle for 
the Mayor through Ken Ganley Chrys-
ler Dodge Jeep Ram of Bedford.  The 
old vehicle received a trade in value of 
$8,500.00.  We also approved an increase 
to a blanket purchase order in the amount 
of $3,000.00 for Human Services Kitch-
en disposables due to price increases and 
an increase in the number of customers 
served via the Grab ‘n Go meals.
During our 2nd meeting in August, we 

were pleased to approve an ordinance 
authorizing an economic development 
agreement with Tide Cleaners.  This will 
allow them to relocate their operation 
to Brecksville brining over 50 jobs and a 
growing payroll.  We approved a resolu-
tion authorizing submittal of a grant appli-
cation to the US Department of Transpor-

Ann Koepke, 
Chairperson

Dominic Caruso, 
Chairperson

The Kids Quarters 
playground planning 

project kickoff meeting took place Sep-
tember 20th. The Buildings and Grounds 
Committee met with a consultant from 
Knight & Stolar, Inc., which will provide 
landscape architectural services, and with 
other City department heads.  At this 
public meeting, the group toured Kid’s 
Quarters and discussed goals and objec-
tives for the project. Items such as access, 
safety, age of equipment, surface materials 
and potential offerings were discussed. 
The need for public interaction and 
involvement throughout the project was 
also noted. More requests for public input 
will be forthcoming once the site assess-
ment is complete. Please forward com-
ments or questions regarding this project 
to AKoepke@Brecksville.oh.us.  
Council passed a Resolution in the 

amount of $7,750.00 at the August 16th 
meeting, accepting the proposal of Knight 
& Stolar, Inc. for Landscape Architectural 
Services for the revitalization of Brecks-
ville’s Kids Quarters.  
In keeping with the outdoors and athlet-

ics, Council approved a blanket purchase 
requisition in the aggregate amount of 
$16,302.00 for various athletic field 
repairs and projects for the fields behind 
City Hall. Council also approved an 
Ordinance for the re-lamping of Baseball 
Fields E & F at Blossom Hill, by Mus-
co Sports Lighting, in the amount of 
$10,350.00. The Tennis Court Lighting 
Project continues to advance. The City 
received a $75,000 grant that will be used 
toward the new light structure system 
for the tennis courts located behind City 
Hall. This grant was part of the Capital 
Appropriations Budget.    
Other athletic related matters include 

an approved blanket vendor purchase 
requisition of $59,135.00 for ancillary 
purchases of various furniture, fixtures 
and equipment for the Blossom Field 
House and an Ordinance authorizing 

$40,924.00 for the purchase from 

Buildings &
Grounds

MidStates Recreation of Portable Tip & 
Roll Bleachers and Portable Player Benches 
for the new Blossom Hill Fieldhouse. 
The Community Center requested, 

and Council approved, an increase of 
$1,350.00 for a blanket purchase order for 
annual plant maintenance for plants with-
in the Community Center. For the benefit 
of the City and its Horticulture Depart-
ment, Council approved an Ordinance for 
the purchase of a GrowSpan Series 2000 
Gable -Topped Greenhouse in the amount 
of $51,834.78. A contingency amount of 
$10,165.22 was also approved for con-
crete, supplies and materials necessary 
for the installation process, which will be 
handled by the Service Department.  
Council approved a blanket vendor 

purchase requisition in the aggregate 
amount of $15,768.00 for the purchase 
of ninety-nine (99) new and replacement 
trees for the annual Fall planting. Council 
also approved a Resolution authorizing the 
mayor to apply for a 2022 Urban Canopy 
Restoration Grant.
Makovich & Pusti Architects presented 

Council the results of their Maintenance 
Garage Study which informed Council of 
two options: update or rebuild. The orig-
inal building was built in 1957. While re-
pairing and updating the existing structure 
has a relatively lower cost, the quoted costs 
did not include abatement and unforeseen 
additional costs for unknown conditions 
of the existing building. For now, the 
Service Director was asked to bring forth 
plans to update/install bathrooms and 
locker rooms in the current garage, with 
anticipation of a possible new garage in 
the coming years. These updates are much 
needed for the employees and were the 
cause for the study.  
Due to rising costs, Council approved an 

$8,000.00 increase to a blanket vendor 
purchase order for the Brine Tank & Ve-
hicle Storage Building Repairs and Storm 
Connections Project. 
At the Blossom Hill Complex, Phase 3 of 

the window installation project in Build-
ing 7 at 4450 Oakes Road, required the 
old windows to be removed and disposed 
of by a certified asbestos abatement 
contractor. Council approved a purchase 
requisition for SafeAir Contractors, Inc. in 

the aggregate amount of $5,916.00 for this 
part of the project. 
Council approved an Ordinance for a 

purchase from Trane U.S., Inc. for the 
turnkey installation of HVAC equipment 
at 4410 Oakes Road in the aggregate 
amount of $13,450.00. 
Approval for an emergency repair to the 

elevator in the Human Services Building 
was given by Council for a purchase req-
uisition to Gable Elevator in the amount 
of $4,995.00 and authorized the purchase 
of a Tru-T49 Reach-In Refrigerator from 
KaTom in the amount of $4,844.00 to 
replace the 30-year-old unit for the Com-
munity Center. 
All these changes, updates, and additions 

along with maintenance, conservation 
and preservation would not be possible 
without the City’s amazing Service and 
Horticulture Departments, the members 
of the Recreation, Purchasing and Finance 
Departments and the rest of the City Staff 
that continues to keep our buildings and 
grounds in amazing condition. Thank you! 
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Safety-Service

Legislation
Beth Savage,  

Councilperson

Throughout August & 
September, the Legislation 

Committee recommended to Council, and 
Council approved…
• An ordinance to join the NOPEC Do 

No Knock Program which allows resi-
dents to add their address to a registry 
the City will supply to for-profit solici-
tors when obtaining a permit to canvas.  
The list contains addresses, not names, 
of residents who choose to join the 
registry, which is managed by NOPEC.  
Program members receive two “Do Not 
Knock” stickers for placement on their 
home.  This program does not apply 
to non-profits like scouts, religious or 
political groups.

•  An ordinance establishing an opt-in nat-
ural gas aggregation program through 
NOPEC.  This legislation facilitates the 
ability of a resident to opt-in to NO-
PEC, if they wish.  The process prior 
to this legislation was cumbersome and 
lengthy.  With the opt-In legislation 
in place, Brecksville customers are able 
to move directly to NOPEC by calling 
customer service to enroll.

•  A commendation to Mark Vajskop  
upon his  retirement  from  Service  in  
the  City  of Brecksville Service Depart-
ment.

•  Condolences on the passing of former 
Councilmember Carl Opatrny.

•  Commendation to Mark Coyner upon 
his retirement from the City of Brecks-
ville Fire Department.

•  A resolution confirming the appoint-
ment of Gary Marzec to the Telecom-
munication Commission.  Gary Marzec 
replaces Michael Berlin, who resigned 

tation Reconnecting Communities Pilot 
Program.  Hopes are to use this money for 
the Trail being added to connect the Valley 
Parkway to the sidewalk to be installed on 
Glenwood Trail.  We also approved an or-
dinance for the issuance and sale of bonds 
not to exceed $4,550,000.00 of notes in 
anticipation of the issuance of bonds, for 
the purpose of paying costs of expanding 
the Interchange at Miller Road.  Lastly, we 
approved an increase to blanket purchase 
order #BL225502 in the amount of 
$1,000.00 for Day Camps due to price in-
creases for Transportation Services and an 
increase in the number of campers, $560 
for transportation, $100 for admission 
fees, and $340 for miscellaneous supplies.
During our September 6th meeting we 

approved a purchase requisition for renew-
al of the Muni code Agenda & Meeting 
Management Subscription program.  
This is the software that is used to cre-
ate and record the agendas for all public 
meetings of the City including Council 
meetings, Planning Commission, Board 
of Zoning appeals to name a few.  We 
also approved a resolution authorizing the 
Mayor to provide financial help to the 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights Commu-
nity Awareness and Prevention Associa-
tion.  These monies are primarily used to 
support the Dare program administered 
through the school.  Council approved a 
resolution accepting the amounts & rates 
as determined by the Budget Commission 
and authorizing the necessary tax levies 
and certifying them to the County Fiscal 
Officer.  In addition, we passed a related 
resolution requesting the County Fiscal 
Officer advance the sums allowed by law 
from the proceeds of tax levies.  
During the September 20th meeting 

we approved the purchase of 2 safes for 
the fireproof storage of documents at 
City Hall.  These totaled $6,998.00.  We 
waived any objections to the Ohio Di-
vision of Liquor Control from issuing a 
liquor permit to one of the new businesses 
in town, 1811 Bar Room & Specialty 
Shop.  Council approved an Ordinance 
amending section 145.13 of the Admin-
istrative Code and the exempted employ-
ees of the City of Brecksville to include 
positions in the Aquatics department 
along with a second ordinance amending 
Ordinance 5511 as it relates to employee 

AJ Ganim,  
Councilperson

The fall is here and 
the winter season is 

just around the corner. 
The Service Department has been up to its 
normal annual purchases of plow blades 
and stocking the salt-barn to keep our 
streets clean and safe. They will also be 
busy, with the Horticulture Department 
planting over 150 trees this fall.
 Council approved the installation of an 

audible pedestrian signal to be installed, 
serving the needs of residents near the 
downtown area.
The Police Chief requested and was 

approved to apply for grant funding, to 
outfit our officers with body-cameras. We 
are hopeful to receive these funds and add 
this equipment, along with the needed 
storage for the data. 
The Fire Department welcomed new 

part-time paramedic, Connor Mares this 
August.

Continued on page 6

from the Telecommunication Commis-
sion.

Finally, the Charter Review Commission, 
comprised of 9 residents and 1 alternate, 
was appointed during a Special Meeting 
on August 30th and has begun the import-
ant work of reviewing our City Charter.  
The charter is the basis of our local gov-
ernment and is reviewed every 10 years.  
As Chair of the Legislation Committee, I 
will attend the Charter Review meetings, 
which are public and live streamed on 
Facebook, and serve as a liaison with City 
Council.  Over the course of the coming 
months, the Charter Review Commission 
will discuss and ultimately recommend 
amendments to the Charter.  The pro-
posed amendments will be placed on the 
ballot for consideration by Brecksville 
voters.

compensation to include positions in the 
aquatics department.  Lastly, we autho-
rized the sale of concession equipment no 
longer needed for municipal purposes.
Stay Healthy and Safe Brecksville
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Council reports  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Brecksville City offices, the Service Department and the Human Services Center will 
be closed on Monday, December 26 for the Christmas holiday and Monday, January 2 
for the New Year holiday . 

The Community Center is open on Saturday, December 24 and Saturday, December 31 
from 8:00 am to noon . The Human Services Center is open Friday, December 23 and 
Friday, December 30 from 8:30 am until noon for use of the therapy pool only .

Live cut Christmas trees without trimmings or bags will be collected at the curb on 
regularly scheduled trash pickup days from December 27 to January 5 .

Holiday Hours!
Utilities

Brian Stucky,  
Councilperson 

The Chippewa Road 
and Calvin Drive Sanitary Sewer Project 
- This project extends sanitary sewers and 
storm sewers along Chippewa Road (S.R. 
82) between Riverview Road and Wiese 
Road.  It also extends down Calvin Drive 
by just crossing into the end of Glen Val-
ley Drive, allowing for the removal of the 

existing pump station. This project 

has been in the works for many years, and 
the City of Brecksville has obtained sub-
stantial funding from multiple governmen-
tal entities with the intent to minimize 
cost to the residents. 
In July 2022 City Council authorized 

the award of this project to the Fabrizi 
Trucking Company in the amount of $ 
4,938,304,20.  Construction began the 
second week of September, and will extend 
through June 2023.   The completion date 
is subject to weather and material short-
ages.  
Two-way traffic will be maintained with 

one lane and portable traffic signals.  
We ask all residents to travel through the 

construction zone with caution and try to 
find alternate routes.
The Glenwood Trail Sewer and Pave-

ment Replacement - This project will be 
the complete removal of the existing road 
system and sewers in two phases.  A new 
28’ wide road section will be constructed 
with curbs on both sides.  A sidewalk will 
be installed on one side of the street, and 
share the road markings will be installed to 
accommodate bike traffic.  
This project went out for bid in July 

2022.  Construction will begin early 
February 2023, and will extend through 
June 2023.  The completion date is subject 
to weather and material shortages.  Glen-
wood Trail will be closed to through traffic 
during construction, but open to resi-
dents.  Detours will be posted.  We ask all 
residents to travel in the construction zone 
with caution.

Daryl Kingston,  
Councilperson 

The Chippewa Road 
and Calvin Drive Sanitary Sewer Project 
extends sanitary sewers and storm sewers 
along Chippewa Road between Riverview 
Road and Wiese Road.  The project will 
extend down Calvin Drive and remove 
the existing pump station. The City of 
Brecksville has obtained substantial grant 
funding that has minimized the estimat-
ed property assessments. Traffic will be 
maintained in the construction zone and 
alternate routes should be taken whenever 
possible.
The Glenwood Trail Sewer and Pavement 

Replacement Project includes the removal 
of the pavement and installation of sewers 
on Glenwood Trail.  A new sidewalk will 
be installed on one side of the street, 
with roadway markings to accommodate 
bike traffic. Construction on this project 
is expected to begin in February 2023, 
and will extend through the summer of 
2024. Glenwood Trail will be closed to 
traffic and detours will be posted. 
Riverview Road Culverts C1 & C2 

Replacement Project - Culvert C-1 and 
C-2 in this project are at the south end of 
Riverview Road between Snowville Road 
and the southern corporation line.   The 
construction will require the complete 
closure of this section of Riverview Road, 
detours routes will be posted. 

Streets & 
Sidewalks

Riverview Road Culverts C1 & C2 Re-
placement - These two culverts are at the 
far south end of Riverview Road between 
Snowville Road and the southern corpora-
tion line.   This is the complete removal of 
the existing structures, and the construc-
tion of new culverts.  This will require the 
complete closure of this section of River-
view Road. Detour routes will be posted. 
This project is on hold, due to a  grant 

application.
Edgerton Rd. & Tamarack Tr. Storm 

Drain Installation – This project was the 
installation of a storm drain in the City of 
Brecksville’s right-of-way at Edgerton Rd. 
& Tamarack Tr. by the City of Brecksville’s 
Service Department.  Project was approved 
by City Council in July 2022 and was 
completed September 2022.
Additional non-municipal projects:

Woodlands of Snowville Phase 2 and 3 
-  This project has obtained preliminary 
approval from City Council
Valor Acres Residential Public Streets 

Phase 1 - This project has obtained City 
approval, and has started.
Valor Acres Multi-Family Building - 

Foundations have been placed.  Elevator 
shafts have been constructed.  Framing of 
five stories is under way.
Valor Acres The Residential Townhome 

Building T1 -  Project has started.  Utili-
ties are being installed.  Footers are being 
constructed.
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Safety-services

NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169
Your Source for SAFETY Information

www.nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2020

•• Almost one third of home
Christmas tree fires are caused
by electrical problems.

•• Although Christmas tree fires
are not common, when they do
occur, they are more likely to be
serious.

•• A heat source too close to the
tree causes more than one in
every five of the fires.

Christmas TreeSafety

As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A small 
fire that spreads to a Christmas tree can grow large very quickly. 

After Christmas
Get rid of the tree after 
Christmas or when it is dry. 
Dried-out trees are a fire 
danger and should not be left 
in the home or garage, or 
placed outside against the  
home. 
The Service Department will 
pickup trees at the curb 
between Dec. 27 and Jan. 5.
Bring outdoor electrical lights 
inside after the holidays to 
prevent hazards and make 
them last longer.

FACTS

PICKING THE TREE
• Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not

fall off when touched.

PLACING THE TREE
• Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 2” from the

base of the trunk.

• Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from
any heat source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles,
heat vents or lights.

• Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.

• Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water
daily.

LIGHTING THE TREE
• Use lights that are listed by a qualified testing

laboratory. Some lights are only for indoor or
outdoor use.

• Replace any string of lights with worn or
broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read
manufacturer’s instructions for number of light
strands to connect.

• Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.

• Always turn off Christmas tree
lights before leaving home
or going to bed.

!

!

!
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NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

FACTS

• More than one-third of 
home decoration fires are 
started by candles.  •	More than two of 
every five decoration 
fires happen because 
decorations are placed

 too close to a heat source. 

Winter
Holiday

Safety

 Holiday decorating
• Be careful with holiday decorations. Choose 

decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant.

• Keep lit candles away from decorations and other 
things that can burn.

• Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but 
not both.

• Replace any string of lights with worn or 
broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read 
manufacturer’s instructions for number of light 
strands to connect.

• Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do 
not get damaged. 

• Keep decorations away from windows and doors.

 Holiday entertaining
• Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your 

home fire escape plan.

• Keep children and pets away from lit candles.

• Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.

• Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stovetop.

• Ask smokers to smoke outside. Remind smokers to 
keep their smoking materials with them so young 
children do not touch them.

• Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet 
cigarette butts with water before discarding.

!

!

Blow out lit candles when 
you leave the room or go to 
bed. Turn off all light strings 
and decorations before 
leaving home or going to bed.

Before Heading 
Out or to Bed 

Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together. 
But that also means a greater risk for fire. Following a few simple 
tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday season. 
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Natural Gas & Electric

NATURAL GAS

Since last summer natural gas prices have 
actually been going down and now there 
is the most delightful news!!!!! NOPEC 
has lowered its current 2-year fixed rate 
offer from $7.75 to $6.36 with no early 
termination fee!!!!! Therefore grab your 
telephonic device post haste and call 
NOPEC at 855-667-3201 and ask to be 
put on that new fixed rate of $6.36. But, if 
you are not currently a NOPEC customer 
and the operators tell you that they can’t 
do that for you then tell them (and this 
is really important) that Brecksville is an 
“OPT IN” city. NOPEC is again proving 
its worth with this change.  The NOPEC 
lines will be jammed and they will tell you 
how long you have to wait or to leave your 
phone number to be called back the next 
day. If you’re an insomniac their very nice 
operators are there 24/7. Naturally if your 
gas rate is less than $6.36 you should not 
do this.
Also, be alert, at the time of this writing 

two, for profit gas and electric companies 
have been going door to door. Typically 
their deals are waaay too much. NEVER, 
NEVER sign up with them without first 

calling 440-526-2606. They say that 
they will lower your bills but that is 
probably far from the truth. In person, 
telephone and mail solicitations are 
rarely good rates. And don’t show them 
your bills!

ELECTRICITY 

Brecksville has been helping you 
choose the best electricity and natural 
gas rates for more than 20 years. But, 
there has never been anything close to 
what we’ve experienced over the last 
several months with the NOPEC elec-
tricity situation.
First, NOPEC took a lot of a heat 

from people who went crazy over the 
12 cent “standard program price.” 
What people didn’t realize is that the 
for profit companies on the PUCO’s 
Apple to Apples electricity chart had 
31 “offers” higher than NOPEC’s 12 
cents!!! NOPEC voluntarily moved 
everyone with the 12 cent rate to the 
Illuminating Company’s “PRICE TO 
COMPARE” which is on the upper left 
side of your electric bill. Right now it 
is less than 6 cents per kilowatt hour. 

🙈Critter corner
by Cliffette Thacker, Animal Warden

Is your cat or dog a bit corpulent? Just 
like with people certain conditions can 

be caused by being overweight. Diabetes, 
hip problems, heart problems are among 
the health issues caused by overweight.
With my dogs I make sure they get 

exercise and my veterinarian lets me know 
if I should cut down on the food. All my 
dogs have liked carrots and green beans. 
(Labrador Retrievers will eat anything and 
think it’s great)
Sometimes we overfeed by giving too 

many treats. That is easily fixed with a 
small piece of kibble as a treat. Cutting the 
amount of food at meal times seems like 
an easy enough trick.
Some people leave food out and allow the 

pet to eat when it wants to - this seems to 
work for cats and maybe some dogs. Some 
experts believe digestion is better if the pet 
eats at one time rather than over several 
hours.

Holiday Burglaries!
• If you buy something expensive like 

a TV set, turn the box inside out 
before you place the box at the curb  
so the burglar doesn’t what’s inside 
the home!

• Burglars also look at the death 
notices. If you or your neighbor has 
had a death in the family keep an 
eye on the house during the funeral 
and calling hours. Homes have been 
burglarized during these times. DO 
NOT HESITATE to call the police. 
If you see something suspicious. 
DON’T WAIT!

• DO NOT leave gifts in plain view of 
burglars who may case your house.

• DO NOT leave your car unlocked 
in the driveway or items in the car 
that may tempt a burglar…like your 
garage door opener! If you leave the 
door to the inside of your house 
unlocked, your garage door opener 
becomes the key to everything on the 
inside of your home. 

Therefore, NOPEC’s move gave you 12 
cent customers a 50% discount!!!! Ru-
mors abounded during this period. Some 
folks even believed NOPEC went out of 
business and/or moved all their electricity 
customers to the Illuminating Compa-
ny. NOT TRUE! Customers who chose 
NOPEC’s VARIABLE rate are still with 
NOPEC paying the lowest electricity rate 
out there.
However, their variable rate has been 

closed for some time so you can’t ask for 
it. 
So therefore, if you are paying more than 

6 cents per kilowatt hour you’re paying 
too much. If you like your electricity to 
be generated by wind, solar, etc., NO-
PEC’s “green,” 2 year fixed rate is 9.32 
cents a kilowatt hour. But remember, 
the electricity coming into your home is 
NOT 100% green/renewable.
One final note, MANY of you have 

called 440-526-2606 for help in sorting 
all this out. If you call, PLEASE have 
your most recent gas and electric bills 
handy. It will save a lot of time. Can’t 
help you without them. If you receive 
your bills on line, download them 
first before calling.

Exercise is an important component to 
a healthy cat or dog. Cats and some dogs 
like to chase lasers or a flirt pole. There are 
interactive toys that may offer some exer-
cise. What dog doesn’t enjoy a walk that 
would benefit the owner too.
I have a friend that makes sure she always 

has two cats so they can play and wrestle. I 
have another friend who takes her dog to a 
friend’s house to play with her friend’s dog. 
There are classes you can take your dog 
to that will exercise both mind and body. 
I know an instructor that teaches dogs to 
swim.
Keep your dog and cat fit and happy and 

you’ll have them healthy and with you 
longer.

BRECKSVILLE RESIDENTS SHOULD CALL 
THE ILLUMINATING COMPANY DIRECTLY 
AT 1-800-589-3101 OR 1-888-544-4877 . 

PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE BRECKSVILLE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT OR 911 .
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Economic development

Brecksville 
Means  

Business!!

1811 SPECIALITY SHOP
7730 Chippewa Road  

(Brecksville Town Center, next to CVS)

(440) 630-9411    www.1811home.com

Instagram: @1811_Specialty_Shop 
Owners: 

Amanda Kaye & Michael Prediger

Our first Business Spotlight is 1811 
Specialty Shop, which held its grand 

opening on September 24. Upon walking 
into 1811 Specialty Shop, it does not take 
long to pick up on the community ties 
throughout. Owners and residents, Aman-
da Kaye (a 3rd generation Brecksville resi-
dent) and Michael Prediger, have creatively 
integrated elements of this community into 
their products, shop decorations (some 
of which originated from the Brecksville 
Historical Association), and even their 
business name, which pays tribute to our 
founding year. At 1811 Specialty Shop you 

Since our last Valor Acres update, 
construction has continued to progress 

with 3 lab wings now under construction 
at the Sherwin Williams R & D headquar-
ters, as well as part of the main building 
and other ancillary structures. The walling 
of the top floor of the Valor Acres multi-
family building is currently underway, and 

will find the perfect bee-themed gift for your 
Brecksville Bee, unique home and seasonal 
decorations to add warmth to your home, 
premium bath products, hand-poured soy 
candles made here in Brecksville by Amanda, 
and much more! 

With an anticipated 2023 opening, the ad-
joining 1811 Bar Room will feature a quaint 
café with craft cocktails, local cheeses and 
other small plates, and a curated collection of 
small batch wines, beers, and meads. Amanda 
and Michael plan to carry the 1811 look 
and feel – chestnut wood, exposed brick, 
stone, candlelight, and gas lanterns – across 
both the Specialty Shop and Bar Room for 
an integrated 1811 experience. Please join 
us in welcoming 1811 Specialty Shop to our 
business family!

SPOTLIGHT

B

USINES

S

1811 SPECIALTY SHOP

construction of the townhomes between the 
multifamily building and Brecksville Road 
has commenced. 

It is anticipated that a preliminary layout for 
the first phase of the multi-use area along 
Miller Road will be submitted by the end of 
the year. Please stay tuned for further updates!

Welcome to 

our new 

bulletin feature, 

Brecksville Means 

Business! Here, we 

will provide you 

with updates regard-

ing development around town, including 

economic development, community 

development, city planning endeavors, and 

projects currently underway. In this new 

feature, we will also be highlighting local 

businesses of all shapes and sizes, new and 

existing, in our Business Spotlight. 

Should you need any assistance or have 

questions related to matters of economic 

development, planning and zoning, or spe-

cific projects happening within our com-

munity, please do not hesitate to contact 

me at (440) 526-2603 or mbartkiewicz@

brecksville.oh.us. 

Sincerely,

Monica Bartkiewicz,  

Director of Planning & Community  

Development

VALOR ACRES
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sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

30 31 1
City Council 8pm

2 3
Planning  

Commission 7pm

4 5

6
Daylight Savings

Fall Back!

7 
Board of Zoning Appeals 

7:30pm

8
Advisory Board to 
Human Services

3pm

9 10 11  Veteran’s Day 
Observance

City offices closed 
Community Center 

10 - 5

12

13 14
Senior Route, Appliance

Carriage Hill Pickup

15
City Council 8pm

16
Telecommunications  

Commission 7pm

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 
Happy  

Thanksgiving!
City Offices Closed!

25 26

27 28 29 30

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

4 5
Recreation Commission 

7:30pm

6
City Council 8pm

7
Pearl Harbor 

Remembrance

8
Planning  

Commission 7pm

9 10
Annual Christmas Play

TBA

11
Annual Christmas Play

TBA

12
Board of Zoning Appeals  

7:30pm

13
Advisory Board to  

Human Services 3pm

Santa’s Calling 6-8 pm

14

Santa’s Calling 6-8 pm

15 16  17

18 19 20
City Council 8pm

21
First Day of Winter

22
Breakfast with Santa 

Human Services
Gathering Room
9 am and 11 am

23
Human Services Hours:

8:30 am - Noon
for Therapy Pool Only

24
 

Community Center 
Hours

8 am - noon.

25
 
Merry Christmas!!

26
City Offices  Closed
Community Center 

Open

27
Christmas Tree  

Collection Begins

28 29 30
Human Services Hours:

8:30 am - Noon
for Therapy Pool Only

31
Community Center 
Hours  8 am - noon.

City calendar November

December
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Holiday Events
Yuletide Hunger 

 Program
This is the 40th year for the Yuletide Hunger 
Program which provides food for low income 
families in Brecksville, Broadview Heights, 
Seven Hills and Independence.

Donors are asked to bring food to the Human 
Services Center at 2 Community Drive until 
December 1. 

Also, and just as importantly, the Yuletide 
committee is asking for monetary donations 
by check made payable to The City of 
Brecksville with Yuletide Hunger Program on 
the memo line. Funds received will be used 
to buy food to augment what is donated and 
certificates for a turkey.

Please contact the Human Services Center 
for more information at 440-526-2499.

Adopt a Family
The holiday season is all about giving and 
The Adopt a Family program is a straight 
from the heart opportunity to give directly 
to a family in need. Adopt a Family invites 
a family, business, church or service 
organization to make Christmas brighter 
for less fortunate children 17 and under in 
Brecksville, Broadview Hgts., Seven Hills and 
Independence. 

If you would like to Adopt a Family please 
call the Brecksville Human Services Center 
at 440-526-2499. You’ll be matched up 
with the size family you want. The goal is to 
provide a $100 gift card for each child in the 
family. Names of recipients are kept strictly 
confidential. The gift cards will be due by 
December 1.

Kiwanis Santa Delivery
Every year the Brecksville Kiwanis Club 
brings Santa Claus back to town with their 
“Santa’s Delivery Service” for residents of 
Brecksville. It’s free. Santa’s delivery date is 
Sunday, December 18. For more information 
go to brecksvillekiwanis.org, click “Service” 
on the menu bar and then click on “Santa 
Delivery.” Or go to the Brecksville Kiwanis 
Club Facebook page.

Breakfast w/Santa 
 Thursday, December 22

Breakfast with Santa will be in the gathering 
room at Human Services, prepared by Chef 
Dina.   Families will be able to register for 2 
different  seatings available. One at 9 am and 
one at 11 am.  Santa will read for the children 
and there will be  a photo opportunity after 
the story .

The cost is $12 for adults and $10 for kids. 
Please register in person at the Community 
Center from December 1 through the 20th. 
Contact the Community Center for more 
information at 546-2300.

A Spectacular 
Santa Sing-a-Long 
with a Radio Show 

and Fireworks!  
Sunday, November 27

And it all begins with a Santa Sing-A Long, 
 A Radio Show, and Fireworks on Sunday, 
November 27.

Festivities will begin behind City Hall at 
4:00 pm with Santa leading a sing-along 
so practice your carols and holiday tunes! 
Santa will have to leave a little early to 
get to the Brecksville radio station to 
broadcast his show on 93.7 FM from 
5:00 to 5:30 pm. Santa will play all your 
favorite holiday songs up until 5:30 
when the spectacular fireworks display 
begins at 5:30 sharp!! If you liked last 
year’s show you’ll be mesmerized by 
this one. You’ll also be able to hear the 
broadcast and the music accompanying 
the fireworks through the sound system 
surrounding City Hall.

There will be cookies and hot chocolate 
served at the main entrance behind City 
Hall (that’s the east side of City Hall.)

There’s plenty of parking at a variety of 
spots: at City Hall, Community Roots 
Dental office. In the parking lot at the 
post office, the Community Center, the 
Brecksville Town Center parking lot and 
behind PNC Bank. Check Out Community Center  

WinterBreak-A-Thon Events on page 23
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Gingerbread House 
Decorating Contest

Celebrate the holiday season by entering 
the 10th Annual Family Gingerbread 
House Decorating Contest. Houses can be 
as simple as being made out of graham 
crackers or as elaborate as a homemade 
gingerbread house from scratch. Houses 
may be made with kits, but the complete 
house may not be store or bakery bought. 
Voting will take place online this year. Please 
plan to bring your entry to the Community 
Center December 17-22.  Winners will 
be chosen between 5:30 am and Noon 
on Friday, December 23. There will be 3 
divisions again this year, kids, adult, and 
families.  For more information contact the 
Community Center at 440-546-2300.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
The Salvation Army Red Kettle will be outside the Broadview Heights Giant Eagle store 
again this year. All the money collected will be used in the South Suburban Salvation Army 
unit that serves Brecksville, Broadview Heights, Independence and Seven Hills. If you 
would like to help ring the bell call the Brecksville Human Services Center at 526-2499.  
The money collected is primarily used to prevent electricity and natural gas shutoff for 
residents in the four local cities.

The bell will be ringing from November 24 through December 24.

Santa’s Calling
Brecksville children’s telephone lines will be 
hooked up to the North Pole on December 
13 and 14 between 6:00 and 8:00 pm. Your 
child will be able to talk to Santa directly. 
There is no fee but parents must complete 
an information sheet at the Community 
Center. Call 546-2300 for more information.

Holiday Lights Contest
Do your neighbors refer to you as Clark 
Griswold? If so we have the contest for 
you! If you are one of the many families in 
town that light up your house with a holiday 
display, consider entering our Holiday Lights 
contest. Please join us in the 3rd Annual 
Holiday Lights Contest, by either decorating 
your house or enjoying the displays and 
voting for your favorite. Households must 
register online by December 1 - 12.

 The City will post pictures or videos online 
of each entry and the community can vote 
for their favorite December 17th through 
the 22nd.  The winner will be announced 
on December 23rd. For more information 
contact the Community Center at 
440-546-2300.   13



There were no crows in Brecksville this year…rumor has it 
they were scared, thanks to our Beautification Committee!
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Avoid Natural 
Gas Shut Off

Dominion Energy Ohio works with 
customers to help them maintain service 
during the winter months. Customers who 
are concerned that they will not be able 
to maintain regular bill payments should 
contact Dominion Energy Ohio immedi-
ately! DO NOT WAIT until you receive a 
shutoff notice. It is easier and less expen-
sive to maintain service rather than to have 
it reconnected. Call 1-800-362-7557 for 
help and to learn about government ener-
gy assistance programs.

Low Income Heating 
Assistance

The Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP) and Percentage of Income Pay-
ment Plan Plus (PIPP) applications are 
available at the Brecksville Human Services 
Center. With this one form you may apply 
for HEAP, PIPP and the Home Weather-
ization Assistance Program (HWAP.) 
Income limits for HEAP are $23.738.50 

for a single person household and 
$32,042.50 for a two-person household. 
Income limits for PIPP are $20,385 for 
a single person household and $27,465 
for two people. The application provides 
income guidelines for homes with more 
than two residents.
It could be worth your time to apply. 

Some Brecksville residents received credits 
amounting to several hundred dollars.
For more information call 1-800-282-

0880 or go to energyhelp.ohio.gov on the 
internet.
Seniors 70 and over should be aware that 

the HEAP or PIPP qualification letter 
from the Ohio Development Services 
Agency is the only means of qualification 
for Brecksville senior snowplowing in 
2022-2023. Apply ASAP because it takes 
several months to be processed.

Low Income Snow Plowing for Seniors 
The Human Services Center offers driveway snow plowing for low income seniors. The 
program is solely for low income seniors 70 and over who have no one to clear their 
driveway. All residents must apply regardless of whether you have qualified in the past.
Proof of income is required and the only proof of income document acceptable is 
an official letter from the Ohio Development Services Agency indicating household 
eligibility for the 2021-2022 or 2022-2023 Home Energy Assistance Program, 
commonly referred to as HEAP, or PIPP, the Percentage of Income Payment Plan Plus. 
Proof of age is also required. 
Applications are available at the Human Services Center. 
Senior snowplowing is just $10 for the entire season!
Unfortunately, if you’ve not applied before this be aware that approval takes months. 
The Human Services Center does have some snow plowing references.

It’s the season of giving when many 
people send gifts to charitable orga-
nizations. If you like to do that please 
consider the Brecksville Honor Tree. 
The Brecksville Honor Tree is a metal 

sculpture that graces the north wall of 
The Gathering Room at Brecksville’s 
Human Services Center. Its leaves are 
engraved with the names of Brecksville 
citizens, past and present, who have 
contributed to Brecksville’s more than 
200 year reputation as a wonderful town 
to call home.

Put a Gift to the Brecksville Honor Tree  
under Your Christmas Tree

You can memorialize a distinguished in-
dividual or family, past or present, by pur-
chasing one or more engraved leaves. Or 
perhaps your organization would consider 
recognizing a past or present member who 
has contributed to Brecksville. The cost is 
$250 per leaf and proceeds are directed to 
The Brecksville Honor Tree Association, a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization.
The funds are used to help residents, typ-

ically seniors, who have fallen on difficult 
times and need a significant helping hand.
For more information contact Steve 

Paciorek, The Human Services Center’s 
Director, at 440-526-2499.

Human Services Holiday Hours
 The Human Services Center is open Friday, December 23  

from 8:30 am until noon for use of the Therapy Pool only.
Closed on Monday, December 26 

Friday, December 30 open from 8:30 am until noon  
for use of the Therapy Pool only.

Closed on Monday, January 2
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In the kitchen with Chef Dina
4 pears (Variety of your choice) peel them, and leave the stems on

Pear poaching Ingredients:

3 cups of water

2/3 cups honey

2 cups sugar

1 lemon washed and halved

1 orange washed and halved

3 cinnamon sticks

8 whole cloves

Puff pastry Ingredients:

1 sheet frozen puff pastry, 
thawed

1 egg, lightly beaten

Method:

In a large saucepot combine: water, sugar, honey, lemon, orange, 
cinnamon sticks, and cloves.  

Bring the mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.  Reduce the heat, 
and add the pears.  

Simmer for about 20 minutes until the pears are tender.  

Remove the pears, and let cool for 5 minutes.

Continue to reduce the poaching liquid until it reduces to a syrup 
consistency.

Remove from the heat, and set aside to be used as a garnish.

Preheat oven to 400F.

On a lightly floured surface unroll the puff pastry sheet and cut into 
½ inch thick strips.

Gently brush with the beaten egg wash.

Starting at the bottom of the pear, with the egg washed side facing 
out, wrap the puff pastry around the pear, add another until the pear 
is completely covered in puff pastry.

Bake for 25-30 minutes until golden brown.  Serve warm and drizzle 
with the poaching syrup.

Enjoy!

Every day folks call the Brecksville Human Services Center for information about a variety of 
subjects. If you have a moment to browse, visit the lobby of the Human Services Center and 
explore the rotating pamphlet racks containing a wide range of helpful brochures and informa-
tion sheets.
There are answers about veterans’ benefits, home health care givers, assisted living, skilled 

nursing locations and so many more.

Honey Poached Pears in Puff Pastry
Yield: 4 Pears

One of my Favorites!

Resourceful Information at the Human Services Center

Poaching liquid

Honey Poached Pears
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November

15  Spinach Bacon Cheddar Quiche, Bacon and Vanilla 
Yogurt.

22 Pumpkin Brioche Bread Pudding, Sausage Patty, and 
Applesauce

29 Apple Cinnamon Butterscotch Scone, Scrambled eggs, 
Bacon, and Fruit.

December

6 Cherry White Chocolate Scone, Scrambled Eggs, Sau-
sage, and Fruit

13 Cheesy Grits, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, and Fruit.

20 Roasted Vegetable Quiche, Sausage, and Yogurt Parfait

27 NO BRUNCH

November

17 SIT DOWN/STAY. NO TAKE OUT- Turkey Dinner- 
Turkey, Stuffing w/ Gravy, Crispy Onion Green Bean 
Casserole, Roll, and a Pumpkin Whoopie Pie

24 NO LUNCH- Happy Thanksgiving to you and your 
families from the Staff at the Human Services Depart-
ment!

December

1 Kielbasa, Sauerkraut, and Buttered Noodles, and Choco-
late Cherry Cake

8  Chicken Marsala, Creamed Spinach, Wild Rice, and 
Red Velvet Cake w/ Whipped Icing

15 SIT DOWN- French Onion Chicken, Fire Roasted Min-
estrone Soup, Roll, and a 7 Layer Bar

22 NO LUNCH

29 Deconstructed Chicken Pot Pie, Herbed Butter Biscuit, 
and Biscoff Cookie Cake

Grab & Go lunches are 
every Thursday starting at 
11:30 except November 17 
and December 15 which 
are Dine-In ONLY, NO 
TAKE-OUT.
Reservations are necessary. 

Please call the Human Services office 440-526-2499 on Thurs-
day morning to make your reservation for the following week.  
Reservations are “first-call-first serve” .This is for Brecksville 
residents 60 years + only.

THURSDAY PICK UP: LAST NAMES:  A-L 11:30 AND M-Z 12 NOON

Tuesday mornings serving from 9:30 - 10:30 am, Gathering 
Room closes at 11 am. Cost is $5. All are welcome, but you 
must make a reservation Tuesday through Friday at the front 
desk of HS or by calling 440-526-2499.

In the kitchen with Chef Dina
NOVEMBER 17  & DECEMBER 15 FROM 11:30AM-1:00PM
DINE IN ON THESE DAYS, NO GRAB AND GO SERVICE . JUST LIKE 
BRUNCH, PAY AT THE DESK . CALL IN RESERVATION IS A  
MUST . CALL ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE, THURSDAYS 8:30AM

Now there’s an attention-getting title on 
the marquee for ya!!
The Brecksville Human Services Cen-

ter’s “Talks” programs continue with 
the return of Cathie Clager and Rita 
Wolansky with their “Bringing History 
to Life” series.
This time they present, “Mothers, 

Murderers and Mayhem,” an hour long 

“Mothers, Murderers and Mayhem”
program highlighting 16 famous and infa-
mous women…some nice, some naughty 
and some notorious!
They’ll be at the Human Services Center 

at 2 Community Drive on Monday, No-
vember 14 at 11 am.
Reservations are not necessary but we 

will appreciate it if you would call and let 

us know you’re coming so we know how 
many people to prepare for 440-526-2499.
By the way husbands, you’d better come 

along with your wives because they might 
just get some ideas if you haven’t been a 
model spouse!!
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will take you to a restaurant on the first 
Friday of the month. An application on 
file is necessary. Call the Human Services 
Center for more information at 440- 
526-2499.

Arts and Crafts
THE HANDCRAFTERS

Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn how 
to make greeting cards, place cards, knit, 
crochet, cross stitch, needlepoint or scrap-
book. Make things for yourself or help 

us make items for hospice or the Yuletide 
Hunger program. Oh yes, a little bit of 
chit chat goes on too. You’ll make new 
friends. Free to registered members.

No need to bring supplies. Other crafts 
are welcome. 

Cards and Games 
Free with Human Services paid member-

ship

CANASTA – Tuesdays from 1 to 3 pm

DOMINOES – Thursdays from 1 to 4 pm

BRIDGE – Fridays from 12:30 - 4 pm

MAH JONGG – Wednesdays from 9 to 
Noon

PINOCHLE – Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 1 to 3 pm.

Personal Needs

BLOOD PRESSURE  
SCREENINGS  — FREE

Every Monday from 9 to 11:45

Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the 
Human Services Center

BRECKSVILLE PANTRY

The Human Services Center distributes 
food once each month to families of all 
ages who are in need. If you or someone 
you know needs assistance please contact 
the Human Services Center at  
440-526-2499.

FOOD DONATIONS

The Brecksville Pantry is always in need 
of food donations or gift cards to Marc’s 
and Heinen’s to buy fresh meat and 
produce. We especially need canned tuna, 
canned fruit, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
cereal and paper products. Please bring 
your donations to the Human Services 
Center at 2 Community Drive. Many 
thanks for all the donations at Shredding 
Days and thanks to you individual donors 
who drop off food regularly at the Human 
Services Center!

MEALS ON WHEELS

The Human Services Center is the head-
quarters for the local Meals on Wheels 
program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch 
and cold supper Monday through Friday 
mornings except holidays. Cost is $30 per 
week. Call 440-526-2499 for enrollment 
information. Cost is $35 starting Dec. 5.

SENIOR TRANSPORTATION

Need a ride? Transportation is available 
for residents 60 and over, Monday through 
Friday from 9 to 3. Our cars will take you 
to a medical appointment anywhere in 
Cuyahoga County. And our cars will take 

you on errands on Tuesdays. Our bus 

Senior Fitness
Some fitness programs are free with a 

paid membership to the Human Services 
Center or the Community Center. 
Water exercise classes do  
require a class fee.

BALANCE WITH JANE

Wednesdays from 10:00 am

Join us for a low impact workout de-
signed to improve balance and coordina-
tion utilizing various walking surfaces and 
light strength exercises.

SENIOR YOGA

Mondays from 10:15 am with Denise

Fridays from 10:15 am with Amy

Yoga class designed for gentle movement, 
mediation, flexibility and balance for the 
senior population.

 SENIORS IN MOTION WITH EVE

Wednesdays from 10:45 am

You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be 
able to do sitting down that will make you 
feel better!

DANCE FOR PARKINSON’S

There is a great dance class for people 
with Parkinson’s in Brecksville. The class is 
on the second Saturday of the month from 
11:30 to 12:30 on the second floor of the 
Brecksville Human Services Center.  
For more information please contact 
instructors Fred and Dianne Discenzo at 
440-526-8531. The class is free for every-
one.

The Human Services Center is at 2 
Community Drive. Call 440-526-2499 for 
directions.
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Free Pizza & Bingo

Thanks to the folks at Home Instead 
Senior Care in Brecksville and a variety 
of other local care specialists, there is free 
pizza and Bingo at the Brecksville Hu-
man Services Center on the first Wednes-
day of each month starting at noon.  

Come on down and have some fun! 
Prizes too!

It is necessary to make a reservation. 
Call the Human Services front desk at 
440-526-2499 prior to that day. 

Need A Reassurance Call?
One of the many services offered by the Human Services Center is “Reassurance Calls.”
Every day, 365 days a year you’ll receive a call from a staff member or volunteer from 

Human Services. If you don’t respond by the end of the day we will notify a friend or 
relative that you designate to check on you.
Call 440-526-2499 to sign up. Good for older folks who live alone.

Cheers to our
Drivers!!

Larry Clager and Marcia Davis 

are two of our loyal drivers who take 

seniors to appointments. 

And a huge thanks to Ray 

Andrews, Jacqueline Caputo and 

Traci Stunek who drive for Meals on 

Wheels. Please volunteer by calling 

440-526-2499.

Poker Time at the Human Services Center

Every Friday morning from 10 to Noon 
it’s Poker time at the Human Services 
Center.

No money is involved and no cigar 
chompin’, just a good time and you 
might earn bragging rights for a week.
If you’re new to the game you’ll soon 

get the hang of it and there will be 
plenty of laughs.
The chips are never “down.” All you 

have to do is show up!
And yes, women card sharks are  

invited.

Need Help?

The Human Services Center has programs to make life better for residents.
For example, if you live at home alone who’s going to notice if some evil circum-

stance befalls you? Like, “I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!” Every day, including weekends 
and holidays our volunteers and staff place Reassurance Calls to make sure you’re OK. If 
you don’t answer or respond to our call by the end of the day we’ll call the number of a 
neighbor, friend or relative and have them check on you.
Or, how about, “I’ve got to go to the doctor and I have no one to take me.” That’s sim-

ple. Human Services has a transportation system for seniors. We’ll take you to a doctor’s 
office anywhere in Cuyahoga County, Monday through Friday between 9 and 3.
And then there’s food. Can’t live without it! We have plenty of food in our pantry. You’ll 

get several bags full every month and sooner if necessary. There is no reason why anyone 
in Brecksville should go hungry.
These are just a handful of the services at the Department of Human Services. Give us a 

call and our friendly staff will fill you in. 440-526-2499.

 “C’mon in, the Water’s Fine 
Water exercise is like moving in molasses. It’s a resistant medium, which causes you to 

exert more energy. The Human Services Center’s warm water therapy pool is a great place 
to rehab from an injury or just give your body some needed exercise. Simply walking in 
water can provide a challenging workout without impact to the body. Adult residents  
18 and over are welcome. Membership in the Human Services Center or Community 
Center is required to use the pool as well as a form signed by your M.D. or Osteopath 
only. The application form can be found online or at the Human Services Center.
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Fitness Schedule
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Spin and Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda

6:00 am

7:00 am

8:00 am FREE Core & Weights Class 

-Rhonda

FREE Core & Weights Class - 

Jane

FREE Core & Weights Class 

-Rhonda

8:05 am Barre Fusion  - Gina

8:30 am Spin and Strength -Jane Spinning®-Jane

9:00 am Yoga - Denise  Yoga - Linda NEW!! Gentle Yoga - Marianne Spinning® - Belinda

9:15 am

9:30 am Yoga Basics  Amy

NEW!! Playtime Fit -Chelsea

NEW!! Cycle with Jamie  

10:00 am Balance - Eve

FREE

10:15 am Seniors Yoga - Denise Senior Yoga - Amy Slow Flow Yoga - Amy

Spinning - Rhonda

10:45 am Seniors in Motion - Eve

FREE

11:15 am

Noon

4:30 pm Spin & Strength - Angie

5:45 pm Cardio Drumming - Gina Cycle with Jenni

6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Linda NEW!! Playtime Fit -Chelsea

6:15 pm

7:00 pm

Barre Fusion-Traditionally known as 
ballet-inspired workout, we put an ath-
letic, fitness-based twist on our signa-
ture full-body, 55 minute class.  A high-
ly effective form of strength-training 
combining elements of Pilates, dance 
and yoga.  Use our ballet barre to go at 
your own pace and find your deepest 
burn-classic dance moves such as 
plies, alongside static stretches.  High 
reps, small range movements-all levels 
welcomed as you can self-customize 
the intensity of your class and feel your 
strength build each week. 
*Barre Fusion is NOT included  
in the Community Center fee schedule. 

FREE Core & Weights Class  - Open 
to all members for a 30 minute seg-
ment of core and strength exercises 
preformed on the ball and on the floor.

Cardio Drumming A full-body workout that 
will leave you smiling, sweating - a lot or  a 
little - up to you - but for sure, felling great. 
Arms, abs, legs all on fire in the best way. 
Cardio drumming brings together drumsticks 
and an exercise ball to create one of the 
most fun workouts you’ll ever do.

*Cardio Drumming is NOT included in the 
Community Center fee schedule. 

NEW!!! Cycle with Jamie - 50 mins of fun, 
high energy, structured chaos on the bike! 
Enjoy a mix of strength, speed and endur-
ance intervals timed to the beat of the music. 
Periodically incorporating weights & cho-
reography. This class will leave you feeling 
challenged & refreshed! 

A great class for the beginner as well as the 
advanced cyclist. .

Jazzercise is a combination of aerobic exer-
cise, HIIT cardio, strength training and dance 
fitness that is safe and effective for all ages 
and fitness levels.  Try a class today! Jazzer-
cise is NOT included in the Community Center 
fee schedule.

NEW!!! Playtime Fit - 30-minute strength train-
ing & conditioning routines are strategically de-
signed to provide an incredible workout and fit 
right into your hectic schedule. Preschool aged 
children are welcome to attend with mom, or 
play in the day care center on site. Cost for 
each class or a drop in is $12. Punch Pass for 
8 classes is: $85. Day care is additional.

Pure Strength Challenge your body with this 
combination of strength exercises. 

SPINNING® Spinning is a group cycling exer-
cise that simulates an outdoor bike ride. You 
control the amount of resistance and speed 

Recreation
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Fitness Schedule
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

5:55 am Pure Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Spin and Strength - Rhonda Spinning® -Rhonda Pure Strength - Rhonda

6:00 am

7:00 am

8:00 am FREE Core & Weights Class 

-Rhonda

FREE Core & Weights Class - 

Jane

FREE Core & Weights Class 

-Rhonda

8:05 am Barre Fusion  - Gina

8:30 am Spin and Strength -Jane Spinning®-Jane

9:00 am Yoga - Denise  Yoga - Linda NEW!! Gentle Yoga - Marianne Spinning® - Belinda

9:15 am

9:30 am Yoga Basics  Amy

NEW!! Playtime Fit -Chelsea

NEW!! Cycle with Jamie  

10:00 am Balance - Eve

FREE

10:15 am Seniors Yoga - Denise Senior Yoga - Amy Slow Flow Yoga - Amy

Spinning - Rhonda

10:45 am Seniors in Motion - Eve

FREE

11:15 am

Noon

4:30 pm Spin & Strength - Angie

5:45 pm Cardio Drumming - Gina Cycle with Jenni

6:00 pm All Levels Yoga -Linda NEW!! Playtime Fit -Chelsea

6:15 pm

7:00 pm

with an instructor guiding you through a 1 hour 
session with 40 to 45 minutes of cycling.

Spin and Strength -This class is designed 
to take your workout on and off the bike for a 
creative hour of fun.

FREE Senior Classes

Balance Join us for a low impact workout 
designed to improve balance and coordi-
nation utilizing various walking surfaces and 
light strength exercises.

Senior Yoga -Yoga class designed for 
gentle movement, mediation, flexibility and 
balance for the senior population. 

Seniors in Motion This class is designed 
to help seniors maintain their strength, flexi-
bility and independence with both standing 
and seated exercises.

Finish with a relaxation and full body 
stretch segment designed to lower the 
heart rate, relieve stress, increase flexibili-
ty and leave you feeling great!

All fitness levels welcome!

YOGA

All Levels Yoga A challenging yet relaxing 
class concentrating on alignment of poses 
1(asanas) creating strength, flexibility and 
tone. Based on the principles of Iyengar 
yoga.

Slow Flow Yoga Offers students the op-
portunity to slow down, take a breath and 
move mindfully into poses designed to 
open the body and calm the mind.  Poses 
are held long enough to build strength with 

focus on body alignment. No prior yoga 
necessary.

Yoga Gently stretching with props with 
a slow progression into each pose.  
Poses are held for a longer period of 
time focusing on the breath, muscles in-
volved and body alignment, increasing  
flexibility and range of motion. No prior 
yoga necessary.

NEW!!! Gentle Yoga  - Basic yoga princi-
pals with a slow-flow progression.

Cycle with  
Jamie

Wednesdays  at 9:30 am

50 mins of fun, high energy, 

structured chaos on the bike!  

Enjoy a mix of strength, speed 

and endurance intervals timed 

to the beat of the music.  

Periodically incorporating 

weights & choreography.  

This class will leave you feeling 

challenged & refreshed! 

Space is limited for the Free Class on 
October 26, register at the front desk.
Paid Classes beginning November 2

•

Play-time Fit  
with Chelsea!
Tuesdays at 9:30 am

Thursdays at 6:00 pm

30-minute strength training  

& conditioning routines are  

strategically designed to  

provide an incredible workout  

and fit right into your hectic 

schedule. Preschool aged  

children are welcome to  

attend with mom, or play in  

the day care center on site*. 

*Additional Fees Apply for Child Care

New Fitness Classes!!

Holiday Spinning 
Hours

8:30 and 10:00 am

Community Center Holiday Hours
 Saturday, December 24 from 8 am until noon

Closed on Sunday, December 25 
Open Monday, December 26

Saturday, December 31 open from 8 am until noon
Closed on Sunday, January 1

Open Monday, January 2

Save the Date for  Pee Wee BasketballK-2nd Pee WeeAges 3-5 Little DribblersRegistration begins Jan.221



Recreation
Kids n Company

Fees: BCC Member $40, B or BH Residents $50 and Non 
Residents $60

Registration: Begins 12/1 for residents and 12/8 for 
non-residents. All registration ends 4pm 2 days before 
the class begins.

*All programming is subject to change.  

Description: Levels 1 and 2 introduce you and your 
child to basic skills. As parents, you learn how to safely 
work with your child in the water, including how to 
appropriately support and hold your child in the 
water and how to prepare and encourage your child 
to participate fully and try the skills. In addition, you 
are introduced to several water safety topics. Your 
child receives an introduction to basic skills that lay a 
foundation for learning to swim.

NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear 
swim diapers in the water at all times. No child suffer-
ing from diarrhea will be allowed to participate in the 
program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at 
the Community Center front desk if needed.  This class 
is designed for children 6 months to 3 years of age. A 
responsible adult participant who is comfortable in 
the water must accompany each child during all class 
sessions.

 Level 1  (Ages 6 months-2 years old) 

Activity # Days Times  Dates
312161-31 W 12-12:30pm  1/4 – 2/22
312161-61 Sat 12-12:30pm 1/7 - 2/25

 Level 2  (Ages 2 - 4  years old) 

Activity # Days Times  Dates 
312162-31 W 12:30-1:00pm  1/4 – 2/22
312162-61 Sat 12:30-1:00pm 1/7 - 2/25

Preschool
Level 1  (Ages 3.5-4 years old)

Fees : BCC Member $45, B or BH Residents $55 and Non 
Residents $65

Registration: Begins 12/1 for residents and 12/8 for 
non-residents. All registration ends 4pm 2 days before 
the class begins.

*All programming is subject to change.   

Your child is introduced to basic skills. These skills lay the 
foundation for developing water competency and the future 
skill development of swimming strokes. In addition, your child 
starts to develop positive attitudes and safe practices around 
the water. Certain milestones are necessary for successful 
completion of Preschool Aquatics Level 1, including: 

• Entering the water independently using ramp, steps or side 
and travel at least 5 yards. 

• Submerging mouth and blowing bubbles for at least 3 
seconds. 

• Exiting the water safely. - Gliding on front for at least 2 
body lengths with support. 

• Rolling to back and floating for 3 seconds with support. 

• Recovering to a vertical position with support.

• Pushing off the bottom, moving into a treading or floating 
position for at least 15 seconds, swimming on front and/ or 
back for 5 body lengths and then exiting 
the water. 

• Moving into a back float for 15 seconds, rolling to front and 
then recovering to a vertical position. 

• Pushing off and swimming using combined arm and leg ac-
tions on front for 5 body lengths, rolling to back, floating for 
15 seconds, rolling to the front and then continue swimming 
for 5 body lengths.

Activity #  Days Times Dates
312262-61 Sat 10:00am-10:50am 1/7 - 2/25
312262-62 Sat 11:00pm-11:50am 1/7 - 2/25

 Level 3 (Ages 4 and up) 

Children learn to swim the front crawl and elementary 
backstroke at rudimentary levels. They are introduced to the 
scissors and dolphin kicks, learn the survival float and increas-
es the time duration for treading water. Children also learn the 
rules for headfirst entries and begin to learn to enter the water 
headfirst from a seated position at poolside.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
312263-61 Sat 10:00am-10:50am 1/7 - 2/25
312263-62 Sat 11:00pm-11:50am 1/7 - 2/25

 Level 4 (Ages 4 and up) 

Children build on previously learned skills, improving the swim-
ming stroke proficiency and swimming for longer distances. 
In Level 4, students further develop strokes like Front Crawl, 
Backstroke, Breaststroke, Butterfly, Elementary Backstroke, 
and Diving.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
312264-61 Sat 10:00am-10:50am 1/7 - 2/25
312264-62 Sat 11:00pm-11:50am 1/7 - 2/25

  Level 5  (Ages 5 and up) 

Our instructors follow a plan to refine all six swimming strokes 
including swimming for longer distances, introduce new water 
safety skills while building on ones previously learned and 
perform flip turns on the front and back. The expectations are 
higher now in regards to distance and quality.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
312265-61 Sat 10:00am-10:50am 1/7 - 2/25

 Level  6 (Ages 5 and up)  

Our instructors follow a plan to refine swimming, physical 
fitness in the water and water safety skills that were taught 
throughout the levels. The expectations are quite high in re-
gards to distance and quality. Additionally, in Fitness Swimmer, 
you learn principles of training and how to evaluate your own 
level of fitness.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
312266-62 Sat 11:00pm-11:50am 1/7 - 2/25

Activity #  Days Times  Dates 
312163-61 Sat 10:00am-10:40am 1/7 - 2/25
312163-62 Sat 11:00pm-11:40am  1/7 - 2/25

 Level 2  (Ages 3 .5-4 years old) 

Continues laying the foundation for developing water compe-
tency and further skill development. Preschool Aquatics Level 2 
marks the beginning of independent aquatic locomotion skills. 
Children continue to explore using simultaneous and alternat-
ing arm and leg actions on the front and back to gain greater 
proficiency in preparation for performing strokes. Some of the 
milestones achieved in Preschool Aquatics Level 2 include: 

• Gliding on front at least 2 body lengths. 

• Rolling to back, floating on back for 15 seconds, and then 
recovering to a vertical position. 

• Gliding on back for at least 2 body lengths. 

• Rolling to front, then recovering to a vertical position. 

• Swimming using combined arm and leg actions on front for 
3 body lengths. 

• Rolling to back, floating for 15 seconds, rolling to front then 
continuing to swim on front for 3 body lengths.

Activity #  Days Times  Dates 
312164-61 Sat 10:00am-10:40am 1/7 - 2/25
312164-62 Sat 11:00pm-11:40am  1/7 - 2/25

Learn to Swim (Levels 1-6) 
Fees : BCC Member $50, B or BH Residents $60 and Non 
Residents $70

Registration: Begins 12/1 for residents and 12/8 for 
non-residents. All registration ends 4pm 2 days before 
the class begins.

*All programming is subject to change.   

 Level 1 (Ages 4 and up) 

Children are introduced to basic skills as the foundation for 
future skills and the development of water competency. Skills 
taught include: 
• Entering the water independently using the ramp, steps or 

side. 
• Traveling at least 5 yards, bobbing 5 times and then safely 

exiting the water. 
• Opening eyes underwater and retrieving submerged object. 
• Gliding on front with assistance at least 2 body lengths. 
• Rolling to a back float for 5 seconds with assistance. 
• Recovering to a vertical position with assistance.
• Combined arm and leg actions on front and back with 

assistance. 
• Alternating and simultaneous arm and leg actions on front 

and back with assistance.
Activity #  Days Times Dates
312261-61 Sat 10:00am-10:50am 1/7 - 2/25
312261-62 Sat 11:00pm-11:50am 1/7 - 2/25

 Level 2  (Ages 4 and up) 

Fundamental Aquatic Skills builds on skills learned in Level 1. 
Children begin to perform skills at a slightly more advanced 
level and begins gaining rudimentary propulsive skills on both 
the front and the back. This level marks the beginning of inde-
pendent aquatic locomotion skills. Some of the milestones that 
are necessary for successful completion of Level 2 include: 
• Stepping from the side into chest-deep water. 
• Fully submerging and holding breath. 
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The purpose of the American Red Cross Lifeguarding 
course is to provide entry-level lifeguard participants 
with the knowledge and skills to prevent, recognize 
and respond to aquatic emergencies and to provide 
care for breathing and cardiac emergencies, injuries 
and sudden illnesses until emergency medical 
services personnel take over. You must be at least 15 
years old before the last scheduled class session to 
sign up, you must also be able to pass a prerequisite 
skills evaluation administered on the first day of 
class.

Registration in progress

Cost Members $220, Resident $235, Non-Resident  
$250

Activity # Times Dates

Winter Break
342532-81  12:00-4:00pm 12/27 - 12-30
January Weekend Class
312551-81  12:00-4:00pm 1/14, 1/15 & 1/21, 1/22

Lifeguard Training

American
Red Cross

Competitive Swim Clinic 
Location BCC  Competitive Pool
Activity # Day Time Dates 
312362-11 M 5:45pm-7:00pm  1/9-2/27
The swim clinic focuses on competitive swim tech-
niques and endurance for youth. This program is con-
sidered an extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.

 It is designed for those that have participated in at 
least the Level 5 Learn-to-Swim or equivalent. Swim-
mers can sign up to swim 1 day per week on Tuesdays 
or two days per week on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

This program is restricted to Brecksville residents 
only.

Fees: Community Center Member 35.00 & Brecksville 
Resident 40.00 per session

Prorated to reflect 7 week session.

Community Center Winter Break-A-Thon Events!!!
December 20 – Ornament Making 

4:30-6:30pm in Community Rooms
December 22 – Breakfast with Santa 

9am and 11am in the Gathering Room at Human Services
December 24 – Hours are 8am-12pm
December 25 – Community Center is closed
December 26 – ½ price guest day at the Community Center
December 27 – Christmas treat making 

4pm-6pm in Community Rooms
December 29 – Late Night Swim 

7pm-9pm (Theme to be announced!)
December 22, 23, 26, 27, 28 & 29th  

Activity Pool Extended Hours 1-8pm on these dates 

January 3 -February 25
Beginner/Advanced Tiny Tigers
Ages 4-6
This program is geared to develop listening and 
awareness skills, attention span, and coordination 
skills.
Session A   Tuesdays 5:30pm-6:00pm 
                    Thursdays 6:00pm-6:30pm
Session B Wednesdays 5:30-6pm 
                   Saturdays 9:30am-10am
Cost Resident member $40, Resident $50,  Non-
resident $60
Beginner/Advanced Karate for Kids
Ages 7-12
This program is faster paced than the Tiny Tigers 
program but it shares some of the same goals, 
including integrity, perseverance, discipline, 
honesty, respect, self-control, leadership, self-
confidence, and self-esteem.  These building 
blocks, along with Songahm Taekwondo are 
intended to develop a more complete person.
Tuesdays 6:00- 6:30pm – Beginning- Yellow/
Camo/Red
Wednesdays 6:30-7pm – Blue through Red/Black 
Belts

Thursdays 6:30-7pm – White through purple Belts
Saturdays 10-10:30am – All Levels
Cost Resident member, $60, Residents $70,  
Non-resident $80
Black Belt Karate
The Black Belt program is for those students who 
have progressed to the level of Black Belt.  It 
continues to develop the goals and disciplines of 
the Karate for Kids program.
Tuesdays 7-7:30pm – All levels
Wednesdays 6:30-7pm – 1st Degrees
Thursdays 7-7:30pm – 2nd & 3rd Degrees
Saturdays 10:30-11:15am – All levels
Cost Resident member, $80 Residents  $90,  
Non-resident $100
Adult and Teen Taekwondo
Ages 13+
Adult and Teen Taekwondo focuses on teaching 
Korean Karate techniques such as kicking, blocks, 
and self-defense.  It also stresses the foundational 
goals of a positive mental attitude and high goal 
setting.
Tuesdays 7:30-8:00pm – All levels
Wednesdays 7-7:30pm
Saturdays 11:15-noon
Cost Resident member $80, Residents $90,  
Non-resident $100
No Classes  Wednesday, November 23; Thursday, 
November 24; Saturday, November 26
Registration in progress and ends 12/30/22.



Let’s 
Play!!

Mon & Fri BCC Court B 8am-10 am

Tues & Thurs BCC Court B 9am - 11 am

Friday BHFH Court 3 & 4 5 - 7 pm
Saturdays BHFH Court 3 & 4 9am - 11 am

The City of Brecksville offers open  
Pickleball five days a week for members,  

residents and non-residents . 

Pickleball is a highly adaptable game using 
light weight equipment, small court space 

and a perfect game for you and family  
members/friends to learn to play together 

and keep moving!

Locations: Community Center Field House (BCC) 
& Blossom Hill Field House (BHFH) .

8 swipe punch passes can be purchased at the  
Brecksville Community Center . 
Members FREE - Residents - $35  

Non-Residents - $40Serving Up Some Fun!!Serving Up Some Fun!!
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Recreation

Winter Programs
Winter Cross-Training Program

All Family members are welcome.  Work out with your kids.

The Brecksville Recreation Department in collaboration with the Run For 
Your Life  program offers a Winter Cross-Training Program.   This program 
is designed for speed training, strength training, plyometric training 
and conditioning.  There will be three levels for this program: Advanced, 
Intermediate and Family.  Bring your own water bottle, running shoes, jump 
rope and workout mat. Blossom Field House

Registration: In progress.

FREE   Must furnish own jump rope, workout mat and water bottle

Saturdays, January 7 – March 4

Blossom Hill Field House

9:00-10:00 am Advanced  
Activity # 316171-61

10:00-11:00 am Intermediate/Family Group 
Activity # 316171-62

Please contact  Brian Stucky  email- Brstucky@aol.com or  
call 216-390-4950

Run for Your Health, Run for Your Happiness

Run for Your Life!
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Men’s Basketball League

Over 35 Division: Men 35 and older

Over 50 Division: Men 50 and older

Division Days/Dates Game Times
Over 35 Sundays    1/8-4/23 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Over 50 Sundays    1/8-4/23 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm
Registration: Resident in progress and ends 12/22

Non-Resident in progress and ends 12/22
Cost: $250.00 per team—due at time of registration

Additional Costs: $35.00 due before each game for referee and scorer.  

$70.00 forfeit fee that must be paid before your first game.  Refunded 
at the end of the season.
(This cost cannot be incorporated into team fee.  Must be paid prior 
to each game.)
Description: Come get your game on in the Brecksville Recreation 
Men’s Basketball League.  There are 3 divisions this year: Over 35 Divi-
sion, Over 50 Division Recreational and Over 50 Division Competitive.  
Athletic Department reserves the right to assign teams accordingly. 
Games will be played 4 on 4.  Start getting your team together and 
register today!

Location:  Blossom Hill Field House

Contact: For more information, please contact at jmewhinney@
brecksville.oh.us or 440-546-2007.

Mandatory Managers Meeting: TBA in the Brecksville Community 
Center, Room A.  (Teams must be registered prior to meeting in order 
to attend). 

Teams Must Provide:

Designated team manager and team name.
Team uniform will be provided.  If a player does not have his actual 
team shirt, the team will be penalized 4 points per game at the start 
of the game. 
Completed team roster with up to 12 players per team.  (Blank 
rosters will be provided at managers meeting and must be handed in 
complete at first game).

Brecksville Recreation Department 
High School Boys Basketball

Grades 10 - 12 

January 7, 2023 – March 4, 2023

Saturdays – Game times are various times

Registration: In progress and ends 12/14

Description This is a 4 on 4 basketball league for 11th – 12th grade 
boys that live within the Brecksville-Broadview Hts. City School 
District.  Teams will consist of 4 to 6 players.  Complete team/player 
packet must be submitted at time of registration along with team fee.  
Spots cannot be reserved without payment & paperwork.  No parent 
coaching.  Certified referees will officiate games.  All athletic program-
ming is subject to change.

Cost  $250.00 per team—due at time of registration

Location Blossom Hill Field House

Coed Youth Volleyball Clinic
Ages 8-10 year olds in Grades 3-5

11-14 year olds in Grades 6-8
Grades Days Dates Times Activity#
3-5 M/W 2/27  - 3/22 5:00-6:30 pm 311851-11
6-8 M/W 2/27  - 3/22 6:30-8:00 pm 311851-12
Registration Begins: 12/1 and ends 2/23

Description  Bump! Set! Spike!  The Brecksville Recreation Depart-
ment offers a volleyball clinic for boys and girls in grades 3-8. Players 
will develop skills, learn proper volleyball techniques and have a 
great time playing matches.  The clinic is instructed by former Junior 
Olympic Player/Coach and Collegiate Player.  All athletic program-
ming is subject to change.

Cost: $65 for BCC members, $75 for residents & $85 for non-residents

**Time are subject to change based on the clinic enrollment** If 
consolidated we would go 5:30-7:00pm 

Location: Blossom Hill Field House

For more information, please contact at jmewhinney@brecksville.
oh.us or 440-546-2007.

Community Center 
Hours of Operation

Monday-Friday 
5:30am-9pm

Saturday 8am-6pm
Sunday 10am-5pm

Like Things on Sale?!
Who doesn’t?! Memberships at the Community Center are on sale!
Beginning December 1 you can score a $10 discount on a resident membership if you sign up 
before December 31. 
Memberships at the Community Center make great Christmas gifts too. A membership gives 
full use of not only the Community Center but the Human Services Center as well, (Must be 
60 or over for the Human Services Center) plus discounted prices on programs and classes. 
Joining the Centers gives you the “gift” of good health and making new friends is a bonus. 
There are lots and lots of classes with great instructors and the lowest prices in town!
And that makes for a good New Year’s resolution too. 
For more information call 440-546-2300.
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that are green-
ish-white when 
they are young, 
picking up subtle 
shades of pink and 
brown as they age. 
After new flowers stop coming, the blooms 
stay on the plant as they mature. 

Beyond the 
panicle-shaped 
flowers, oakleaf 
hydrangeas can 
offer four seasons 
of interest. The 
lobed leaves can 
grow large, up to 

12 inches long. Bright green in spring and 
fall, they turn brilliant shades of red and 
orange as autumn turns into winter. They 
are also lovely and interesting shrubs in 
winter since the bark peels back, revealing 
the dark layer beneath. While this is one 
of the more shade tolerant hydrangeas, 
be prepared for sparser foliage and fewer 
blooms than those planted in sunnier 
areas.

  Dwarf fother-
gilla (Fothergilla 
gardenii) is a na-
tive shrub with 
leaves that form 
a kaleidoscope of 

fall colors, including gold, red, purple, and 
orange. This plant grows 
in part shade to full sun, 
which is the secret to the 
best fall color. In spring, 
branches open white 
blooms that resemble 
bottlebrushes. Flowers are 
fragrant and provide an 
early nectar source for pollinating insects. 
This dwarf plant doesn’t need a lot of room 
to strut its stuff, growing about two to 
three feet tall and wide.

  Ginkgo biloba is 
a large, deciduous 
tree that matures 
to 100 feet tall 
and is considered 
to be a living 

Horticulture

In this article, I’d like to 
highlight plants that I 
really enjoy for their 
fall color. Fall color 
may not be highest on 

the list of reasons why 
you might choose a plant, 

but I love it because great fall color helps 
keep my mind off the winter weather 
that’s bound to be coming. 

I’ve chosen plants that offer multiple 
seasons of interest but really shine in fall. 
Some of these may be familiar from past 
articles, but this time I’ll focus specifically 
on how they can enhance your landscape 
in the fall season. 

Sedum spectabile 
‘Autumn Fire’, 
or ‘Autumn Fire’ 
Sedum, is a tall 
flowering sedum 
that acts like a 
shrub in a planting 
bed. It grows 24 to 

30 inches tall and up to 24 inches across. 
Bees and butterflies can’t resist the flowers, 
while birds love the faded blooms in win-
ter for seed.  An improved version of the 

classic ‘Autumn Joy’ sedum, ‘Autumn 

Fire’ boasts a tighter 
growth habit, thicker 
leaves, and brighter 
pink blossoms. Flower 
buds appear in summer 
and slowly develop into 
open blooms, and the 
color changes as the 
blooms open. 

Panicum virgatum ‘Shenandoah,’ or red 
switchgrass, is a deciduous, perennial grass 
that provides an amazing red-leaved show 
in fall. Panicum are renowned for being 
drought tolerant and easy to maintain. 
It forms an upright, compact and nar-
row clump of steely blue-green foliage in 
spring, which quickly takes on red tones 

by early summer and 
turns violet, purple, 
burgundy and wine-
red by early fall. It 
gets topped in sum-
mer with a profusion 
of finely-textured, 
reddish-pink flower 
spikelets which hover 

over the foliage like an airy cloud. Both 
flowers and foliage turn beige in fall and 
persist well into winter. It typically grows 
in narrow clumps, up to 3-4 ft and is 
versatile and can be used in groups or in 
mass plantings. It is ideal in borders where 
it provides texture, color and contrast.

   Oakleaf hydrangea (Hydrangea querci-
folia) is a very interesting hydrangea whose 
leaves are lobed and resemble those of 
oak trees. Oakleaf hydrangeas are tough, 
cold-hardy, drought-resistant plants native 
to the southern United States. They bloom 
in spring and early summer, with flowers 

Fall Colors
by Joe Dwyer

 I’ve chosen 
plants that offer 
multiple seasons 

of interest but 
really shine in 

fall.
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fossil. It is the only surviving member of 
a group of ancient plants believed to have 
inhabited the earth up to 150 million years 
ago. 

It features distinctive two-lobed, some-
what leathery, fan-shaped, rich green leaves 
that turn bright yellow in fall. Ginkgo 
trees are commonly called maidenhair trees 
because their fan-shaped leaves resemble 
maidenhair fern leaflets. Ginkgos are dioe-
cious, which means they produce separate 
male and female trees. Nurseries typically 
sell only male trees because female trees 
produce seeds encased in fleshy, fruit-like 
cone which falls to the ground in autumn, 
splitting open to emit a noxious, foul odor.

‘Princeton Sentry’ is an all-male cultivar 
typically growing at maturity to 40-50’ 
with an upright, narrowly conical habit. 

Leaves turn a uniform golden yellow in 
autumn and persist for several weeks. 
When the leaves do drop, they drop 
rapidly, forming a golden carpet around 
the tree.

  Acer 
griseum, 
commonly 
known as 
Paperbark 
Maple, is 
a tree that 

continues to grow in popularity. It is not 
native to North America, having been 
brought over from China in the early 
1900s.

The Paperbark 
Maple is my 
favorite plant 
because it 
shows inter-
esting fea-
tures in every 
season. The 
reddish-brown, 
exfoliating bark is a great contrast to 
a snowy Northeast Ohio winner, and 
it also remains a great accent, playing 

Chippewa Garden Club Presents Its Annual Holiday Program

Greetings with Greens
Tuesday, November 15, 2022 at 7pm

Brecksville Community Center 

against the dark green leaves, through-
out spring and summer. In the fall, the 
Paperbark Maple offers a unique range 
of foliage colors, showing reds, oranges, 
and even some pink. 

It is a relatively slow-growing tree with 
a maximum height of 40 feet and a max-
imum width of 15 to 20 feet. It’s also a 
very hearty tree that requires little prun-
ing—but it’s not very drought tolerant, 
so if you choose one for your landscape, 
be aware that it will require moderate 
watering. You can find the Paperbark 
Maple at most local nurseries in both 
the common tree form and a multi-stem 
form, which is the variety I have in my 
own yard. Either one can be a great focal 
point in a landscape installation. 

Please keep the questions coming this 
winter, and I will get back to you as 
quick as possible. Now is a great time to 
make all your landscaping plans for next 
year. You can send questions to gardner@
brecksville.oh.us or to my direct email 
jdwyer@brecksville.oh.us. You can also 
feel free to call me at (440) 526-4794.

Presented by Sandy Apidone, owner of Countryside 
Florists 

4553 Broadview Road, Richfield, Ohio 44286 
330-659-3776

1 Community Drive, Brecksville, Ohio 44141 
6:30 pm Doors open 

         Ticket Price:  $10.00 at the door  
       Holiday Raffle Bazaar and Refreshments 

www.chippewagardenclub.com
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Cuyahoga County Library 
Brecksville Branch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .526-1102

Board of Education Office. . . . . . . . . . . .740-4000

Brecksville Community Center . . . . . . .546-2300

Brecksville Historical Association 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-7165

The Brecksville Theatre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 736-7749

Brecksville Metroparks  
Nature Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .526-1012

Brecksville Service Department 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1384

Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
Post Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .838-0429

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (216) 443-8683 

Human Services Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2499

Independence License Bureau 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (216) 642-1373

Regional Income Tax Agency 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .526-0900

Recycling Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2643

City Hall Frequently Called 
Phone Numbers

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

Laura C. Redinger, P . . . . . 440-319-0577 

Dominic Caruso, VP . . . . . 440-759-7203  

A.J. Ganim . . . . . . . . . . . . . .614-582-3342 

Daryl Kingston . . . . 440-384-7406

City Council

City Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Mayor/Safety Director 
Jerry N. Hruby. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . res. 526-7646

Law Department 
David J. Matty, Law Director . . . . . . . . 526-4351

City Prosecutor 
Lisa Sabol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Clerk of Courts 
Shelley Kazimore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2620

Finance Department 
Laura Starosta, Director . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Police Department, 
Stanton Korinek, Chief 
non-emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900

Animal Warden 
Cliffette Thacker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-8900

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief 
non-emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2640

City Engineer 
Gerald Wise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Service Department 
Ron Weidig, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-1384

Building Department 
Scott Packard, Bldg. Commissioner 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2630 

Department of Recreation 
Rachele Engle, Director. . . . . . . . . . . 546-2300

Department of Human Services 
Dr. Steve Paciorek, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .526-2499

Purchasing Department  
Rebecca Riser, Director  . . . . . . . . . . . 526-4351

Cemetery Sexton 
Kristen Kouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526-2603

Brecksville Bulletin  
Jinny Farr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 546-2319

Brecksville Information:  
www.brecksville.oh.us, Community 
News or click on the "Sign Up for 

Enews" button to receive emails from 
the City and on Facebook (City of 

Brecksville Ohio)

Ann Koepke  . . . . . . . . . . . . 216-534-3191

Beth Savage . . . . . . . . . . . . 216-245-2227 

Brian Stucky . . . . . . . . . . . 440-829-2011 

Tammy Tabor, Clerk . . . . . 440-526-4351


